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Telangana per capita income
rose to Rs 4.19 [akh: Revanth

Hyderabad, August 1

Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy on
Saturday, August 1, said the state’s per capita in-
come for 2025-26 was Rs 4,18,931 as against Rs
3,80,031 the previous year.

“We are India’s top-performing state. Our per
capita income for 2025-26 is Rs 4,18,931; an increase
from Rs 3,80,031 in the last year,” he said in a post
on X.

The rise in per capita income became possible
through hard work, focus on economic growth, invest-
ments, job creation, balanced development across

verticals, and a shift from ad hocism to policy-based
governance, he said.

Taking a swipe at the previous BRS regime,
Reddy said the Congress government reversed a de-
cade of failed governance and sense of gloom, and
infused optimism and hope in every citizen.
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Observing that women, farmers and youth are
the biggest beneficiaries of the government’s success,
he said the coming years would see greater success
of people and the state.
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Economic Hub In Asia

Vizag, August 1
Framing VER as the centrepiece of Andhra
Pradesh’s growth strategy, the Prime Minister said
every new facility in the region is contributing to the
unified mission of transforming VER into a premier
Asian powerhouse.

“Our ultimate target is to ensure that the
Visakhapatnam Economic Region becomes the most
prominent economic hub in Asia,” the Prime Minister
underlined, positioning the day’s events as a turning
point in the state’s development trajectory. He de-
scribed the newly inaugurated international airport,
named after the legendary freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju, as a runway for growth and launchpad
for the youth’s future.

Highlighting the rapid expansion of civil aviation,
the Prime Minister pointed out that India’s operational
airports have risen from 74 in 2014 to 166 today, in
the process democratising air travel to smaller towns.
He credited the UDAN scheme for enabling even the
poorest families to fly and announced the launch of
UDAN second phase with an investment of 29,000
crore. He referred to the success of the spoke airport
model in Kashi, now extended to Amritsar, linking
Punjab to over 25 international destinations.

Modi outlined a comprehensive vision for Andhra
Pradesh’s growth, detailing plans to fortify the Blue
Economy by modernising heritage ports from
Visakhapatnam to Krishnapatnam and building new
maritime hubs at Mulapeta and Ramayapatnam. He
highlighted the importance of expressway projects,
such as the Visakhapatnam-Raipur corridor and an-
nounced railway projects worth ?1 lakh crore, includ-

ing complete electrification and modernisation of 70
stations. These, he said, would seamlessly connect
the region to national industrial centres under the PM
Gati Shakti National Master Plan, optimising logistics
and boosting ease of doing business.

The Prime Minister stressed the need to har-
ness young talent in futuristic industries, citing the
foundation stone for a semiconductor plant in
Visakhapatnam as a major step. He pointed to Google’s
$15 billion campus announcement and the upcoming
Pharma Park in Nakkapalli as evidence of global in-
terestin the region. He highlighted the renewable en-
ergy investments exceeding "5 lakh crore in
Rayalaseema, underscoring the government’s com-
mitment to sustainable growth.

Modi said the projects launched would serve as
pillars for fulfilling the twin visions of Swarna Andhra
and Viksit Bharat. The investments would directly
translate into employment, exports, and improved liv-
ing standards.

“When employment increases, people’s incomes
naturally rise, and the everyday lives of families sig-
nificantly improve,” the Prime Minister observed, ex-
pressing confidence that the myriad projects initiated
would secure a prosperous future for Andhra Pradesh
and firmly place the Visakhapatnam Economic Re-
gion on the Asian map.

Modi lauded the performance of over 13,000
tribal women and students who staged the Dhimsa
dance, calling it a magnificent display of indigenous
heritage and a cultural record alongside the
infrastructural milestones.

Seethakka checks facilities for 112

Hyderabad, August 1

Minister Danasari Anasuya Seethakka on Sat-
urday, August 1, inspected the facilities provided to
the 112 relocated individuals from 28 families belong-
ing to areas affected by flooding due to backwater
effects.She was accompanied by District Collector
Borkhade Hemant Sahadevrao, District SP Sudhir
Ramnath Kakan, and ITDA PO Lenin Vassal Toppo.
The Minister for Panchayat Raj, Rural Development,
Rural Water Supply, and Women and Child Welfare
visited the Godavari flood flow in Mangapet and the
rehabilitation centre set up at the Zilla Parishad High
School. Subsequently, she spoke to the flood-affected

people displaced by flood
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people in the inundated areas and reassured them.

Rs 50 lakh fine, 10-year jail:
Amended anti-paper leak law
Kicks in with Prez nod

New Delhi, August 1
The amended law empowering states to set up

fast-track courts for the speedy trial of those accused |

in paper leak cases, while also enhancing fines and
prison terms, has received President Droupadi
Murmu’s assent.

In a gazette notification issued on July 31, the
Law Ministry said President Murmu had given her
assent to the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026, after it was passed by
both Houses of Parliament earlier this week.

The Act seeks to further strengthen the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024,
by providing for fast-tracked investigations, speedy
trials through special fast-track courts, the appoint-
ment of special public prosecutors, time-bound dis-
posal of appeals and stricter penal provisions aimed
at deterring unfair practices and organised malprac-
tices in public examinations.

It also enhances the punishment for those re-
sorting to unfair means by increasing the term of im-
prisonment to not less than five years, extendable up
to 10 years, as against the existing provision of im-
prisonment for a term of not less than three years,
extendable up to five years. The maximum fine has
also been raised from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 50 lakh.

LoP Rahul Gandhi and MPs Pappu Yadav and
Awadhesh Prasad have been booked in Varanasi for
allegedly hurting religious sentiments over their skit
on the Ram Temple donation theft at Parliament com-
plex.

According to the Statement of Objects and Rea-
sons, the amendment aims to bring greater transpar-
ency, fairness and credibility to the public examina-
tion system.

“In recent years, there have been incidents of

Students need

question paper leaks and malpractices in examina-
tions conducted by public examination authorities,
which have affected the transparency and fairness of
the public examination system,” it states.

The law also empowers states and Union Terri-
tories to appoint one or more special public prosecu-
tors to conduct trials in such cases and mandates
day-to-day hearings to ensure completion of trials
within three months of the filing of the chargesheet.

Amid nationwide protests, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on July 23 announced the establish-
ment of fast-track courts and tougher legal penalties
for examination paper leak cases.

The law covers examinations conducted by the
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), Staff Se-
lection Commission (SSC), Railway Recruitment Board
(RRB), Institute of Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS) and the National Testing Agency (NTA), which
conducts the NEET examination.

PM’s apology,

not his forgiveness: Rahul

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 1

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday hit out at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over his remarks about “forgiving” students, say-
ing they did not need the Prime Minister’s forgive-
ness but that he owed them an apology. He alleged
that the government had failed to understand the pain
and struggles of students and their families affected
by examination irregularities.

“India’s students do not need his forgiveness.
He owes them an apology,” Rahul said in a post on X.

His remarks came after PM Modi, in a video
posted on Instagram late on Friday night, said he had
forgiven students who had abused him and his late
mother. He added that it was society’s responsibility
to “guide the misguided”.

Referring to the hardships faced by aspirants
following cancelled examinations and paper leaks,
Rahul said behind every student’s suffering was a fam-
ily forced to bear a lasting emotional burden.

“Leaked papers. Cancelled exams. Years of
preparation destroyed overnight. Our students are told
to work honestly in a system that is not honest with
them. And the PM has the audacity to speak of for-
giving students,” he said.

He added: “Nothing is more painful than seeing
a parent grieve their child. Behind every young life
lost is a family carrying pain that will never leave them,
while raising serious questions about a broken educa-
tion system.”

Rahul further alleged that the PM had not met
families mourning the loss of their children or students
whose careers had been disrupted by paper leaks.

“He has not met a single grieving parent. He has
not sat with a single student whose future was stolen
by a leaked paper,” he said.

Meanwhile, Congress general secretary Jairam
Ramesh also targeted the PM, accusing him of “play-
ing the victim card” and using political rhetoric to de-
flect accountability.
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Mumbai model Rhiya Ahir, who
stopped police van with bare hands, alleges
online ‘slut-shaming’, bullying

Rhiya Ahir blocks police van during NEET
protestRhiya Ahir has filed a police complaint, alleging
defamation, 'slut-shaming' and online harassment post
her viral video | Source: Instagram/Cockroach Janta
PartyRhiya Ahir, the 27-year-old Mumbai model who
stood in front of a police van escorting detained Shivaji
Park protesters, has approached the Mumbai Police, al-
leging sustained harassment, bullying, ‘slut-shaming’ and
defamation on social media after her images and videos
went viral during the protests in the city.One of the defin-
ing faces of the Shivaji Park protest, Rhiya Ahir also al-
leged in her complaint that she has been ‘slut-shamed’
and fears it could affect her real life, her family’s safety
and reputation.

In her complaint, Rhiya Ahir has accused several

social media content creators of falsely claiming that she
produces and sells adult content through her social me-
dia accounts.Denying these allegations, Rhiya said her
bank account is not linked to any such platform and
claimed the allegations were being deliberately circu-
lated to tarnish her reputation.She has urged the Mumbai
Police to register an FIR and initiate legal action against
those circulating such “defamatory” claims on social
media.Deputy Commissioner of Police Datta Nalawade
has confirmed receiving Rhiya Ahir's complaint. It has
been forwarded to the MIDC police station for verifica-
tion. She is also expected to approach the Maharashtra
Cyber Police regarding the circulation of defamatory con-
tent against her.“Her online complaint has been received
and forwarded to the local police station for verification of
the facts,” Nalawade said.Rhiya Ahir, aka Rhiya Yadav,
became an overnight symbol of resistance after a video
went viral showing her, in a rain-soaked hoodie, stop-
ping a police van with her bare hands during the Shivaji
Park protest in support of the Cockroach Janta Party-led
(CJP) demonstrators in New Delhi’s Jantar Mantar.The
van was carrying young protesters detained after dem-
onstrations against leaks in most-competitive entrance
exams, in in Mumbai. Since the NEET paper leak in May,
the CJP movement, started as a political satirical on so-
cial media, has grown beyond police complaints, draw-
ing thousands of youngsters, professionals and families
onto the streets.The protest was withdrawn on Saturday,
July 25, after Dharmendra Pradhan resigned as Union
education minister.

‘Our kids will spread the word’: Delhi
transporters turn to Gen Z for E20 fuel protest

To build momentum for their August 4 protest march
to Parliament against ethanol-blended petrol, Delhi’s
transporters are turning to an unlikely ally: Gen Z. They
plan to enlist their children to create reels, amplify their
message on social media, and rally support among young
transporters and taxi drivers for the agitation.Sanjay
Samrat, president of the Delhi Taxi Tourist Transporters
and Tour Operators Association, said the idea emerged
after the student-led protests at Jantar Mantar against the
NEET paper leak.

“After the students’ protest (at Jantar Mantar), we
saw the support they mobilised through the internet. Many
of us transporters are old and not tech-savvy... | don’t
know how to use Instagram and post videos online. So,
we decided to ask our children to spread the word among
young transporters and drivers active on social media,”
Samrat said.He further said the Delhi Police has called
them for a meeting on Monday to discuss the protest.
“The aim is not to create a ruckus. Our protest is against
the forcible implementation of ethanol-blended petrol
without giving the public, especially those with older ve-
hicle models not fit for such fuel, an option.”Samrat also
stressed that they are not against the government. “We
are raising an important issue which matters not only to
us, but to the citizens of the entire country who drive and
use a car. So, once we get permission from the police, we
will start a campaign on social media and take help from
the younger generation.”Bobby Jitendra, a member of
the association, said the group was wary after seeing
videos of people allegedly being assaulted during the

Jantar Mantar protest and wanted to secure permission
before taking to the streets.“If we use social media, we
can mobilise support within five or six days. But we want
to follow the proper process first so that no one suffers
any loss,” he said.A key demand of the association is an
independent review of the E20 ethanol blending
policy.Jitendra said, “Instead of converting entire fuel sta-
tions to ethanol, the government should install one or two
ethanol dispensers. Those who want pure petrol or die-
sel should be able to buy it, while those who want etha-
nol-blended fuel can choose that...”Another member,
Manish Thakur, who runs a luxury rental car service,
claimed E20 petrol had reduced engine performance and
mileage in some vehicles. “Why were we paying Rs 170
per litre for a blended petrol?” he asked.Referring to a
recent court case involving a consumer and a car manu-
facturer, he said it raised questions about the readiness
of vehicles for ethanol-blended fuel. “We are told new
vehicles are compatible with ethanol-blended fuel. If that
is so, why did the court direct the company to replace the
vehicle? That suggests problems still exist.”The associa-
tion claimed an internal survey found only four or five
petrol pumps in Delhi selling pure petrol. It said its union
represents more than 1.5 lakh transporters, including truck
operators, taxi drivers and car owners.Samrat said the
association would not seek political backing for the pro-
test. “We will not seek support from any political party or
approach the Cockroach Janta Party. We want to hold a
peaceful protest and will soon give a call on social media
to create campaigns, requesting people to join in large
numbers against ethanol-blended petrol.”

Delhi cab driver robbed, killed
for ‘easy money’; three arrested

The victim, Vijay Kumar, a resident of West Vinod
Nagar, was found with multiple stab injuries inside his
Maruti WagonR near Road No. 57 in Krishna Nagar on
July 23. He was rushed to Dr Hedgewar Hospital, where
doctors declared him dead on arrival.The victim, Vijay
Kumar, a resident of West Vinod Nagar, was found with
multiple stab injuries inside his Maruti WagonR near Road
No. 57 in Krishna Nagar on July 23. He was rushed to Dr
Hedgewar Hospital, where doctors declared him dead
on arrival.

A 40-year-old cab driver was stabbed to death al-
legedly by four people, including a teenager, in East
Delhi’s Krishna Nagar last week. Police said the accused
were intoxicated and targeted the driver in a bid to make
easy money.Police said two men have been arrested
and the juvenile has been apprehended, while the fourth
accused is on the run.The victim, Vijay Kumar, a resident
of West Vinod Nagar, was found with multiple stab inju-
ries inside his Maruti WagonR near Road No. 57 in
Krishna Nagar on July 23. He was rushed to Dr Hedgewar
Hospital, where doctors declared him dead on
arrival.Police registered an FIR under murder charges at
Krishna Nagar police station and launched an
investigation.Within 24 hours, teams from Krishna Nagar
police station and the Shahdara district’'s Special Staff
cracked the “blind murder” case using CCTV footage,
call detail records (CDRs), technical evidence and local
intelligence.The arrested accused have been identified

as Ayan (20), Sahil (19), and a 17-year-old juvenile. Po-
lice said raids are on to arrest the fourth accused,
Aman.During questioning, police said the accused
claimed they had planned to rob a cab driver for money
after consuming liquor on July 23.According to police,
Aman allegedly arranged a knife. The group then booked
a Rapido cab to V3S Mall using Ayan’s mobile phone.olice
said near the Chitra Vihar red light, the accused alleg-
edly stabbed the driver multiple times before fleeing with
the cab. Midway, they dumped the body.Police said they
lost control of the WagonR and rammed into another ve-
hicle, whose occupants gave chase. Scared that they
might be caught, they abandoned the vehicle near East
Azad Nagar Metro Station and fled.Police have recov-
ered the alleged murder weapon, blood-stained clothes
of the accused, the blood-stained WagonR, mobile
phones and other incriminating material.Police said Ayan
was previously found involved in four criminal cases, in-
cluding robbery and snatching, while Sahil had earlier
been booked in a snatching case.Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Shahdara) Rajendra Prasad Meena said the
case was solved through a combination of technical analy-
sis and field investigation.“We apprehended three ac-
cused, identified the fourth accused and recovered the
alleged murder weapon along with other crucial evidence.
Efforts are underway to arrest the remaining accused,”
Meena said.

Crude oil futures tumble nearly
8 per cent on easing West Asia tensions

New Delhi: Crude oil futures tumbled nearly 8 per
cent to Rs 7,939 per barrel on Monday amid hopes of
easing geopolitical tensions in West Asia, triggering a
selloff in global oil markets and dragging domestic prices
lower.On the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX), crude
futures for August delivery slumped Rs 665, or 7.73 per
cent, to Rs 7,939 per barrel in a business turnover of
12,994 lots.

The September contract also tumbled Rs 537, or
nearly 7 per cent, to Rs 7,710 per barrel in a business
turnover of 1,865 lots.Traders said the sharp decline mir-
rored losses in global crude oil markets after Washington
and Tehran signalled a pause in military escalation.“MCX
crude oil futures have continued their downward momen-
tum in the domestic market on Monday amid easing con-
cerns over supply disruptions in West Asia,” said Aamir
Makda, Commodity & Currency Analyst, Technical Re-

search, Choice Broking.In the international markets, Brent
crude futures for September delivery fell USD 7.66, or 8
per cent, to USD 89.12 per barrel on the Intercontinental
Exchange.West Texas Intermediate (WT]I) crude for Sep-
tember delivery declined USD 6.93, or nearly 8 per cent,
to USD 82.38 per barrel on the New York Mercantile
Exchange.“Crude has fallen sharply, with Brent dropping
as much as 7 per cent to below USD 90 and WTI nearing
USD 85 per barrel, after the US quietly suspended its
strike campaign late on Friday and Iran indicated over
the weekend that it would also halt its attacks as long as
Washington does the same,” said Anindya Banerjee,
Head of Commodity and Currency Research, Kotak Se-
curities.

However, he cautioned that the latest selloff reflects
expectations of de-escalation rather than a lasting reso-
lution.

Punjab developing backup for Centre’s
Sarathi portal to avoid driving licence delays

Punjab is developing software to act as a backup for
the Centre’s Sarathi Parivahan Portal after receiving re-
peated complaints from districts that driving tests had to
be cancelled after the Sarathi server either slowed down
or became unavailable.Punjab Transport Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema told The Indian Express last week that
the initiative was aimed at ensuring citizens were not
made to suffer because of technical glitches beyond the
state’s control.

“People have faced a great deal of inconvenience
whenever the Sarathi server goes down. This initiative is
aimed at resolving that problem. We are confident it will
succeed and benefit not only Punjab but could eventu-
ally help other states as well,” Cheema added.The soft-
ware, being developed by the Punjab government’s IT
wing after obtaining approval from the Union Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways, is expected to be ready
within the next fortnight. After real-time testing, it is likely

to be rolled out at automated driving test tracks across
Punjab in August.Since Sarathi is the nationwide plat-
form used by transport departments for issuing learner’s
licences, driving licences and conducting automated driv-
ing tests, heavy traffic on the central server has at times
affected services across states.There are so many people
logging into the app at any given time. This makes it over-
loaded. We had to think of a way,” said a transport de-
partment official.He said Punjab took up the matter with
the Centre after repeated disruptions. The state then pro-
posed developing an auxiliary application that would
work alongside Sarathi rather than replacing it.

The official explained that the software will receive
data directly from sensors installed at automated driving
test tracks and record a candidate’s progress even with-
out a live connection to the central Sarathi server. The
information will be securely stored in a digital capsule
and synchronised with Sarathi once connectivity is
restored.He said this would ensure that driving tests con-
tinue uninterrupted even if the central server goes down,
eliminating the need to cancel appointments midway
because of technical glitches.The application has also
been designed to maintain the integrity of the automated
testing process. Officials said the captured data cannot
be modified at any stage, ensuring there is minimal hu-
man intervention.Currently, whenever the Sarathi server
remains unavailable for an extended period, driving test
appointments are automatically rescheduled, often by a
week or more. In some cases, transport authorities have
had to temporarily extend the validity of learner’s licences
and driving licences to prevent inconvenience to appli-
cants.

‘Save some Ladki Bahin money, don’t
spend it on shopping’: Maharashtra Minister

Months after the Maharashtra Government disquali-
fied 92 lakh women from its flagship Ladki Bahin Yojana,
Women and Child Welfare Minister Aditi Tatkare said
Sunday beneficiaries should refrain from spending the
monthly assistance given to them on shopping.The
scheme provides Rs 1,500 every month to women aged
21 to 65 years from families with an annual income be-
low Rs 2.5 lakh. Government employees, income tax
payers and beneficiaries of certain other welfare schemes
are excluded.“The beneficiaries should not spend all the
Rs 1,500 they receive entirely on shopping, but rather
save a portion of that money,” Tatkare said at an event in
Washim district.“We are telling all the beneficiary women
not to spend all Rs 1,500 on shopping. Save a few hun-
dred rupees in self-help groups (SHGs), banks, or coop-
erative societies, and use them wisely. This will benefit
you in the future.”Tatkare said traders constantly ask them
when the money for the Ladki Bahin scheme will be
disbursed.“Traders are actually more inquisitive about
this than the women themselves. Once, | asked a trader if
anyone in his family was a beneficiary. To that, the trader
replied, ‘The day the Ladki Bahin money is credited, the
market is jam-packed with activity the very next day’,” she
said.A large-scale verification drive has led to the removal
of more than 92 lakh beneficiaries from Maharashtra’s
flagship Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, ac-
cording to government records examined by The Indian

Express. The figure is significantly higher than the roughly
80 lakh exclusions the state government has publicly ac-
knowledged, meaning that nearly four out of every 10
women enrolled in the scheme have now been
dropped.The biggest share of deletions — close to 62
lakh cases — was attributed to beneficiaries not complet-
ing the mandatory electronic Know Your Customer
(eKYC) process.

The verification exercise also identified thousands
of ineligible recipients, including those whose household
income exceeded the prescribed limit, government em-
ployees, women already receiving assistance under other
welfare programmes, applicants above the eligible age,
and nearly 29,000 male beneficiaries who had been en-
rolled despite the scheme being intended for women.The
decision came under fire from Opposition parties, which
alleged that the Maharashtra Government had taken
women voters for a ride.Nationalist Congress Party
(Sharadchandra Pawar) leader Rohini Khadse said the
expenditure on the Ladki Bahin scheme has increased
from Rs 26,197.78 crore to Rs 33,697 crore, an increase
of about Rs 7,500 crore.“This might have forced the gov-
ernment to cut down the names. However, it is not right to
deprive women of their benefits just to cut down ex-
penses. This is like backtracking on its promises by mak-
ing cuts to a scheme initiated for the financial empower-
ment of women,” Khadse, the chief of the NCP(SP)’s
women’s wing, said.

Ahmedabad village turns into island
as Bhogavo river overtlows in rain

Just a day after massive operations to rescue people
from floodwaters in Dholka, Bavla, and Viramgam ended,
another taluka in Gujarat’'s Ahmedabad district witnessed
flooding. Vanitalav Bhal village in Dholera taluka has
turned into a veritable island after the Bhogavo river over-
ran its banks on the intervening night between Sunday
and Monday.The overflowing of the Bhogavo river caused
flooding in Dholera, while the overflowing of the Sabarmati
river and sheet flows from North Gujarat caused flooding
in the three other talukas.

On Monday morning, the Ahmedabad rural police
reached this small, nondescript village on the southern
bank of the west-to-east flowing Bhogavo river, which is
near the Ahmedabad-Dholera Expressway and 100 km
from Ahmedabad city.Superintendent of Police Om
Prakash Jat said, “Due to heavy rain, the water flow in the
Bhogavo river from upstream into Vanitalav Bhal village
of Dholera taluka is continuously increasing, as a result
of which the village has lost contact with the surrounding
areas and the village has turned into an island-like
situation.”The police, in coordination with the district ad-
ministration and the National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), are carrying out rescue operations to move
people trapped in the village to safety.“In addition, the
police have closed the road due to the presence of

Bhogavo river water on the approach road towards
Anandpur and Buranpur villages. Continuous patrolling
and surveillance is being maintained to ensure that no
person passes through the water in a dangerous man-
ner,” he said.The police appealed to people not to use
closed roads, not to attempt to enter rivers or waterlogged
areas, and to rely only on official information and follow
the instructions of the police and district
administration.Dholera is home to the Special Investment
Region, India’s first planned greenfield smart city and a
massive industrial node on the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC).Around 10,000 people in Ahmedabad
district have reportedly been affected by flooding since
July 23, when heavy rain inundated large parts of three
northern and western talukas. More than 2,400 people
received aid in the Gallops Industrial Park (in the Bavla-
Changodar region), where officials reported that around
1,000 people were rescued and 1,400 others were relo-
cated to safety on Saturday. More than 400 people were
rescued in Dholka town and its surrounding villages.Two
major highways closed since July 23—the stretch of
Ahmedabad-Rajkot NH47 between Ahmedabad and
Bagodara and the stretch of the Ahmedabad-Viramgam
SH17 between Sanand and Viramgam—were opened
late on Saturday night and Sunday morning as floodwa-
ter receded towards Nalsarovar and rain stopped.

‘Protesters insulting Lord Ram’: Right-wing outfit chief
slaps student over Jantar Mantar protest

Even as the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) protest at
Jantar Mantar has wound up, a video has gone viral show-
ing the president of a right-wing outfit allegedly harass-
ing two young participants and slapping one of them.The
Delhi Police said it had not received any complaint re-
garding the incident but were verifying the authenticity of
the video.The man was identified as Satyam Pandit, a
resident of Ghaziabad who claims to be the president of
the Rashtra Hindu Veer Sena.The two students were from
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh. One of them, Ayush, told local
media in Bareilly that he wanted action to be taken against
the accused.Ayush said he had been staying at Gurdwara
Bangla Sahib in Delhi and had been participating in the
protest since July 23. He said that while he and his friend
were walking to the protest site, they were harassed and
assaulted. “A car stopped near us. A person sitting inside
the vehicle abused us and slapped my friend. Another
occupant was recording the video,” he said.Speaking to
The Indian Express, Pandit said, “The video is from July
24... near Hanuman Mandir, which is not very far from
the Jantar Mantar protest site.”"When asked why he as-
saulted the two students, Pandit claimed he heard that
people attending the CJP protest were abusing the Prime

Minister and Lord Shri Ram. “Chalo bhai kisi neta ko bhi
gali sun lete, lekin koi agar hamare prabhu Shri Ram ko
gali dega to hum nahi sunenge. (We can ignore abuses
directed at politicians, but we will not tolerate anyone
insulting our Lord Shri Ram). | checked the protest site
before stopping these two youths,” he said.The one-
minute video shows Pandit, wearing an orange scarf,
questioning the two youths. He asked them, “Why are
you supporting CJP? What is your name? Are you
Hindu?... People here are raising anti-national slogans.
Why are you doing this?"He also asked where they lived.
The students replied they were from Bareilly and had
come to participate in the CJP protest.The video shows
Pandit grabbing one of them by the collar and slapping
him twice. Both students could be seen pleading with
him to let them go.The video was shared by several us-
ers on social media, including Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav who criticised the incident.Pandit said
that if the police initiated action against him, he was pre-
pared to face the legal consequences.A final-year law
student, he is facing around six cases in Ghaziabad be-
tween 2022 and 2026 including Yatra.
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‘Kashmir, considered heaven on earth, turned
into hell for us’: Pune family rebuilds life amid loss

For years, Kashmir had lived in their imagination as
‘Heaven on Earth’ — a place the family had long hoped
to visit together. But for the Ganbotes, that dream turned
into something they now struggle to even speak
about.“Kashmir is considered heaven on Earth, but it has
turned into hell for us,” says 33-year-old Kunal Ganbote,
pausing between sentences that still seem difficult to com-
plete even a year later.

On April 22 last year, his father, Kaustubh Ganbote,
was among the 26 people killed in the Pahalgam terror
attack. He had travelled to Jammu & Kashmir with his
wife and members of the Jadgale family, close family
friends, on their first trip to the region.“There was a lot of
excitement. It was their first visit,” Kunal recalls. “No one
could have imagined what would happen.” What followed,
he says, still feels unreal. “The incident was so sudden
and shocking that even today, we are not able to digest
that my father is no more. We don’t know how long it will
take to truly come to terms with it,” he says.In the immedi-
ate aftermath, support came from all sides: relatives,
friends, government officials and well-wishers. “Every-
one stood by us during that difficult time,” he says. Yet,
the sense of loss has remained constant, quietly shaping
each day since.

Kunal, who was then working in Pune as a research
consultant in the food and beverages industry, found his
life taking an abrupt turn. “That day drastically changed
my life,” he says.His father had spent 35 years building a
‘farsan namkeen’ (savoury snacks) business — starting
from a modest home-based setup and growing it into a
network of 17 franchise outlets across Pune. It was work
that both his parents managed together, with plans to
expand further. “He wanted to build it into a national brand
like Haldiram’s or Balaji,” Kunal says.

After his father’s death, Kunal left his job to take over
the business. “Now, | am working to take forward his

dream,” he says, describing it less as a choice and more
as a responsibility that came with the loss.Even as life
moves forward, questions about the circumstances of the
attack remain. According to Kunal, his father and other
members accompanying them were not at the initial point
of firing. “They were far away when the firing started. The
attackers moved freely over a long distance and eventu-
ally reached them,” he says. “This was a clear security
lapse — there were no CCTV cameras, no checkpoints.”He
also points to what he describes as deliberate targeting.
“The targeting of individuals was very disturbing and
showed a clear intent to create unrest in the Valley.”A
year on, he believes that while operations such as Op-
eration Sindoor and Operation Mahadev have been pro-
jected as responses to the attack and a tribute to the
Pahalgam victims, more needs to be done. “Such opera-
tions are seen as a tribute to the innocent lives lost during
the Pahalgam attack. But incidents like the blast near
Delhi’s Red Fort show that terror networks are still deeply
rooted,” he says. “Security agencies need to completely
dismantle these networks and their linkages.”For Kunal,
the demand is as much about accountability as it is about
prevention. “The action by security agencies should be
so strict that even those planning such attacks think twice,”
he says.The family has received the financial assistance
promised by the government. However, when it came to
the offer of a government job as compensation, they
chose differently. “As | had to take care of the business,
we requested that the job be given to someone more in
need,” he says.In the end, what remains is a loss that
cannot be replaced, only carried. “We have already lost
our dear one,” Kunal says. “But no one in the future should
have to go through this. There has to be stronger surveil-
lance so that such incidents do not happen
again.”Shubham Kurale is a journalist based in Pune
and has studied journalism at the Ranade Institute.

Practice pushes, hacks to fool cops:
How Siya-Chetan prepped for murder

DAYS BEFORE they allegedly pushed Ketan
Agarwal (26) to his death from Lohagad Fort near Pune,
his fiancee, Siya Goyal (20), and her boyfriend, Chetan
Chaudhary, practised how they would execute the mur-
der plan, the investigation has found. Police said this
practice was conducted in an open space next to a club
in Pune’s Lulla Nagar. A police team on Thursday took
Siya to this open space.The investigation has also re-
vealed that Siya and Chetan used social media and the
Internet to find information on how they can escape the
police net after committing an offence, a police officer
said.“It is becoming increasingly evident as the investi-
gation progresses that Siya and Chetan not only planned
the execution of the alleged conspiracy but also took de-
liberate steps to ensure that the incident would not be
detected by investigators as a case of murder, employing
measures in both the physical and digital domains to
conceal the crime and misdirect the investigation,” said
an officer.“For example, we now know that Siya and
Chetan conducted practice on how to execute the plan of
pushing Ketan off the cliff. This practice was conducted
near a club in Pune’s Lulla Nagar area. We are now
investigating why this location was chosen and how the
two practised. On Thursday morning, an investigation
team took Siya to the location to find out how they prac-
tised,” the officer said.

The police officer detailed the measures Siya and
Chetan took to cover their tracks. Police have earlier said
they deleted their chat history. They also decided on a
signal that would prompt Chetan to push Ketan from the
fort. This signal was Siya sitting down on the ground.Siya
Goyal, Ketan Agarwal Siya and Ketan were engaged in
FebruaryA love triangle, then murderThe murder of 26-
year-old Ketan Agarwal, director of a realty firm in Pune,
has made national headlines after the investigation into

what was considered an accident revealed the alleged
role of his fiancee, Siya, and her boyfriend
Chetan.According to the police, the families of Siya and
Ketan planned their wedding in February this year. The
two were engaged on February 19, and the wedding was
scheduled for later this year.Siya, police have found, was
in a relationship with Chetan since October and did not
want to marry Ketan. So she allegedly plotted his murder
with her boyfriend, Chetan.On June 18, Ketan and Siya
visited the Lohagad Fort near Pune. The investigation
has found that Chetan was already there. Dressed in a
hoodie to escape being identified, Chetan followed Siya
and Ketan till the three reached the point from where they
had decided to push Ketan. Siya sat on the ground — a
cue to Chetan — and he allegedly pushed Ketan into the
350-metre gorge next to the Fort.

ED probes ex-TMC councillor Debraj
Chakraborty’s ‘Rs 1300 crore’ properties

Debraj Chakraborty, Debraj Chakraborty ED probe,
ED ECIR Debraj Chakraborty, former TMC councillor, dis-
proportionate assets case, money laundering investiga-
tion, TMC leader probe, DC Global investigation, extor-
tion allegations, land grabbing case, Kolkata crime news,
Barasat court custody, Aditi Munshi, Enforcement Direc-
torate investigation, Indian express newsED sources said
Debraj Chakraborty is suspected of running a syndicate
racket, and the agency is likely to question him further.
(Debraj Chakraborty/X/Al enhanced) The Enforcement Di-
rectorate has filed an Enforcement Case Information
Report (ECIR) against former Trinamool Congress coun-
cillor Debraj Chakraborty, who was arrested Wednes-
day, and launched a probe into the properties allegedly
owned by him.

ED sources said Thursday the investigation has be-
gun into the assets and financial transactions, including
scrutiny of multiple properties linked to Chakraborty, the
husband of former TMC MLA Aditi Munshi.According to
sources, there are several complaints against the former
councillor, ranging from extortion and land grabbing to
running syndicates and issuing threats.The Central
agency is also examining allegations that Chakraborty
owns assets worth close to Rs 1,300 crore, which offi-
cials say appear disproportionate to his known sources
of income. ED is now attempting to determine the source
of the alleged wealth and whether it was acquired through
illicit means, according to sources.The sources said it is
also probing whether properties were routed through a
company named DC Global and is tracing the money
trail to identify the individuals from whom funds were al-
legedly collected for Chakraborty, as well as those who
facilitated the transactions on his behalf.The probe will

also examine the wider network involved in the alleged
extortion operations and the end beneficiaries of the pro-
ceeds, including the possible involvement of other influ-
ential figures.According to ED sources, Chakraborty is
suspected of running a syndicate racket, and the agency
is likely to question him further and may seek his custody
for detailed interrogation as the investigation progresses.

The police in Kolkata’s Baguihati produced
Chakraborty before the Barasat court, which granted them
a seven-day custody.The police had initiated an investi-
gation against Chakraborty and Munshi over allegations
of extortion, financial irregularities and misappropriation
of property. The couple faces serious allegations, includ-
ing possessing assets disproportionate to their income,
concealing them, and engaging in money
laundering.According to police sources, local promoters
and auto unions had lodged complaints against
Chakraborty, alleging he extorted money through his men.
They said 10 FIRs have been filed against him based on
these complaints.Chakraborty and his wife had moved
the Calcutta High Court seeking anticipatory bail on the
grounds of fear of arrest. While Munshi was granted an-
ticipatory bail, Chakraborty’s plea was rejected by the
court.Chakraborty was also linked to the alleged primary
school recruitment scam and was interrogated by the CBI
in connection with it.

Kakatiya University
releases admission
notification for distance

and online courses

Hanamkonda: The admission notification has been
released for the courses offered by Kakatiya University’s
Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE).

The CDOE Director Prof. B Suresh Lal informed that
admissions are open for undergraduate, postgraduate,
diploma, certificate and orientation courses. Applications
will be accepted from July 1 to September 15.

Third conviction in Shivamogga
ISIS case: NIA sentences key recruiter
to 6 years’ rigorous imprisonment

A National Investigation Agency (NIA) special court
in Bengaluru on Tuesday convicted and sentenced the
third accused to imprisonment in the 2022 Shivamogga
ISIS Terror Conspiracy case after he pleaded
guilty.Accused Arafath Ali, 26, has been sentenced to six
years of rigorous imprisonment (RI) on four charges of
terrorism, apart from Indian Penal Code (IPC) charges of
criminal conspiracy. Ali, a native of Shivamogga district
who was deported from Kenya in 2023, was also sen-
tenced for offences under Sections 18, 38, and 40 of the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), 1967.Ali, who
has been in prison since 2023, will serve an additional
term of three years after the conviction.

Last November, the court had similarly sentenced
two other accused — Mohammed Zabiulla and Nadeem
Faizal —to six years of Rl in the case, while the trial against
the remaining nine accused, who have not pleaded guilty,
is continuing. The Shivamogga module, which had mem-
bers hailing mostly from the Thirthahalli region, was in-
volved in terrorism attempts in Karnataka in the 2020-25
period.“The offender / Accused No.10 is sentenced to
undergo rigorous imprisonment for a period of six (06)
years and is liable to pay a fine of Rs.5,000/- for the of-
fence punishable under Section 13 of the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act, 1967. In default of payment of
the fine, he shall undergo rigorous imprisonment for a
period of one month,” the special court said.

The sentences will run concurrently, and “the pe-
riod of detention undergone by the offender / Accused
No.10 in judicial custody shall be set off against the term
of imprisonment imposed, as provided under Section 428
of the CrPC,” the court said.Ali had fled the country in
January 2020 to evade arrest, fearing apprehension in
connection with a separate terror module when he was
accused of indulging in ISIS propaganda activities and
planning terrorist acts. He was deported after his involve-
ment in terrorist activities through the Shivamogga mod-
ule was unearthed by the state police and the
NIA.According to NIA, Ali was an active member of the
Islamic State (ISIS) and was involved in the criminal con-
spiracy to propagate the violent terrorist ideology of the
banned terror organisation on Indian soil. He was en-
gaged in radicalisation and recruitment of vulnerable
youth into the Shivamogga ISIS terror module, NIA inves-

tigations had revealed.Arafath Ali is also a co-accused in
a case of painting provocative graffiti in Mangaluru in
December 2020 which is still under trial.NIA said, “It was
further found during investigation that the accused had
been involved in instigating and motivating other accused
to inscribe inflammatory graffiti in Mangaluru City in sup-
port of ISIS and other terror organisations, including the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). The conspiracy was aimed at in-
citing enmity and disharmony among people of different
religions and spreading violent unrest in society. ”

NIA further found in its probe in the case, which was
originally registered by September 2022 by the Karnataka
Police, that Ali was in touch with an online ISIS handler.
He also worked as a funding channel for the Shivamogga
terror module by receiving terror funds through
cryptocurrency and disbursing the same among his co-
accused.According to the NIA’s probe, an online handler
identified as ‘Colonel’ provided funds to the accused
members of the module “in cryptocurrency to crypto wal-
lets of the accused and their friends to further the activi-
ties of IS”.The Karnataka Police had arrested two people
in the case, and later, the NIA arrested 10 others after it
took over the investigation. NIA had subsequently filed
charges against all 12 accused. The case involves the
conducting of trial blasts on the banks of the river
Tungabhadra, near Shivamogga in 2022.The
Shivamogga ISIS terror module was accidentally un-
earthed in 2022 after a stabbing incident that occurred in
the city of Shivamogga on Independence Day, where
Zabiullah was arrested for attempting to kill an innocent
bystander in a communal incident.The main accused in
the 2024 Bengaluru Rameshwaram Cafe blast case of
2024 — Abdul Matheen Taha, 32, Mussavir Hussain
Shazib, 32 — and the accused in the 2022 Mangaluru
cooker blast case, Mohammed Shariq, 27, are also ac-
cused of being part of the Shivamogga module but have
not pleaded guilty and have chosen to face the trial in the
case.The Shivamogga module is alleged to have been
handled by a missing accused from a 2012 Bengaluru
LeT terror conspiracy case, Mohammed Shahid Faizal,
who is currently based abroad. Faizal is also suspected
to be linked to the Kashmir doctors module accused in
the November 10 Red Fort blast case, and an October
23, 2022, Coimbatore suicide scare bomb case on ac-
count of similar modus operandi employed by the sepa-
rate modules in the blasts.

‘No material to show intent of causing death in accident’:
Accused in Beetle crash seeks discharge from case

Volkswagen Beetle involved in the 2023 Sarangpur
crash near the Botanical Garden in Chandigarh, where
three people were killed and five injured.Volkswagen
Beetle involved in the 2023 Sarangpur crash near the
Botanical Garden in Chandigarh, where three people
were killed and five injured.Arguing that there is “no ma-
terial to suggest that the accused had either the intention
to cause death or the knowledge that his actions were
likely to result in death”, Paramveer Singh, accused in
the 2023 Sarangpur Volkswagen Beetle crash that killed
three persons, has moved a discharge application be-
fore a Chandigarh court.

The plea, filed before the court of Additional Ses-
sions Judge Sonika, contends that the essential ingredi-
ents to invoke culpable homicide under Section 304 of
the IPC are absent in the case, and seeks discharge un-
der Section 227 of the CrPC (now Section 250 of the
BNSS). The court has issued notice to the prosecution
and posted the matter for May 25.The case pertains to an
FIR registered on May 17, 2023 at the Sarangpur police
station under Sections 279, 337 and 304 of the IPC, with
Section 338 added later. The FIR relates to an incident in
which a speeding Volkswagen Beetle allegedly rammed
into a group of people near a bus stop close to the Bo-
tanical Garden, leaving three dead and five injured.

In the application, filed through advocates Terminder
Singh, Madhu Vani, Manjinder Singh and others, the ac-
cused has claimed false implication and denied any neg-
ligence on his part. It has been argued that the accident
occurred due to the fault of a motorcycle rider who was
allegedly coming from the wrong side and did not pos-
sess a valid driving licence.The defence has maintained
that even if the prosecution’s version is accepted at face
value, the case would, at best, attract Section 304-A IPC
(causing death by negligence), and not Section 304 IPC.
It emphasises that there is no evidence to indicate inten-
tion or prior knowledge that could elevate the offence to
culpable homicide.Referring to the material on record,
the application cites the mechanical inspection report of
the car, stating that the damage pattern and deployment
of airbags suggest a sudden impact, allegedly caused by
the motorcycle entering from the wrong direction. It also
claims that the CCTV footage from the accident site was
not preserved, which, according to the defence, could
have supported its version.The plea further relies on the
statement of a co-passenger in the vehicle, who has re-
portedly corroborated the claim that the motorcycle was
at fault. It also points out that there are no allegations of
intoxication against the accused and that he has no prior
criminal record.

Court orders FIR against Karnataka
Home Minister G Parameshwara over
‘Rs 500 bet’ remark at kabaddi event

The Bengaluru city court Tuesday directed the
Tumakuru police to register a First Information Report
(FIR) against Karnataka Home Minister G Parameshwara
over his alleged admission of placing a Rs 500 bet dur-
ing a kabaddi tournament.The order was passed by the
42nd Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate (ACJM) court
judge, K N Shivakumar, following a private complaint filed
by H R Nagabhushan, who argued that the Karnataka
home minister’'s statement amounted to promoting an il-
legal activity.

Taking cognisance of the matter, the court directed
the Kodigehalli police in Tumakuru to register an FIR
against the Karnataka home minister and conduct a de-
tailed investigation.According to the complaint, the inci-
dent pertains to a state-level pre-university students’

kabaddi tournament held in Tumakuru. During the event,
Parameshwara allegedly placed a friendly wager of Rs
500 with Deputy Commissioner Shubha Kalyan, backing
the Vijayapura team. However, the Dakshina Kannada
team went on to win the final 36—26.The complaint states
that while distributing prizes, the Karnataka home minis-
ter publicly acknowledged losing the bet, which subse-
quently led to legal scrutiny.Although the amount involved
was small and the remark was allegedly made in a light-
hearted manner, the complainant argued that betting is
illegal and that public figures must avoid endorsing or
engaging in such activities. He also contended that a
person holding constitutional office should refrain from
statements that could be seen as promoting unlawful
conduct.

Anxiety grips Telangana NRIs in
Dubai over electoral rolls verification

Dubai: A sense of anxiety grips Sonapur in Dubai
amid mounting legal challenges and growing apprehen-
sion about the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls verification that has begun back home in
Telangana.The neighbourhood of Sonapur houses thou-
sands of Telangana migrant workers who have lived
hand-to-mouth for years, mostly doing marginal jobs.
Some of their passports or visas have expired, making

them illegal residents in a foreign country. Yet, all of them
are Indian citizens and possess voter identity cards as
well as Aadhaar.A significant number of NRI workers are
also worried about discrepancies in their official docu-
ments, a common yet complex issue that prevails in rural
areas and continues to haunt them. They now fear that
they may have to make sudden and expensive trips back
home to retain their names on India’s electoral rolls.For
most NRI workers, an unplanned trip home means extra
costs and lost wages against the backdrop of a volatile
employment market and surging airfares amid geopoliti-
cal developments in the region. Chintala Srinivas, who
works in Dubai, is a registered voter in his village in Jagtial
district and has all the required documents. “There has
been no problem so far, but | don’'t know what will hap-
pen now,” he said.Srinivas is just one among thousands
of anxious workers abroad who are looking for the next
course of action, with no one to help them. The prescribed
documents are not sought from every elector at the time
of submitting the enumeration form, and this is compound-
ing anxiety and tension, said Mohammed Abdul Jabbar,

a Telangana activist in Saudi Arabia.
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T-point agenda for CJP — the
Digger battle for future of India’s
youth

The resignation of a Union Minister following sus-
tained student protests is much more than a political
event. It demonstrates that peaceful, organised youth
movements can influence public policy. Perhaps the
most inspiring statement came from one of the
movement’s leaders: “Don’t make a hero out of me.”
Democracies are strengthened not by heroes but by
ideas and institutions.

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) has won its first
battle. The greater challenge now is whether it can
evolve from a protest movement into India’s most re-
spected youth policy movement. History shows that
movements lose direction when they become partisan
or rush into electoral politics. The CJP should remain
independent, evidence-based, and focused on reforms
that improve the lives of students.The three young faces
who emerged at the forefront of the movement came
from completely different worlds. Abhijeet Dipke stud-
ied journalism and public relations and built a career in
political communications, including higher studies in
Boston. Saurav Das pursued journalism and investiga-
tive reporting, focusing on governance and public ac-
countability. Ashutosh Ranka graduated from |IT Kanpur,
later specialised in public policy at the London School
of Economics, and worked in global management con-
sulting.

They did not grow up in the same city. They did not
attend the same school or college. They did not build
careers in the same profession. There was no tradi-
tional institutional network connecting them. Yet, when
a national issue touched millions of students, they found
one another, combined their complementary strengths,
and transformed public anger into an organised, disci-
plined, and evidence-based movement.Equally signifi-
cant is what they represent. None of them is a doctor,
even though they led a movement centred on medical
admissions. Their collective expertise lay in communi-
cation, journalism, engineering, public policy, and strat-
egy—skills that proved just as critical in influencing na-
tional debate. This may well be the new face of India’s
Generation Z leadership.The NEET agitation highlighted
examination integrity. The next phase must focus on
opportunity. Millions of young Indians are not defeated
by examinations; they are defeated by the shortage of
affordable, high-quality educational opportunities and
the growing mismatch between education costs and em-
ployment outcomes.India’s largest youth constituency
is not the students who obtain subsidised government
seats—it is the much larger group that does not. Every
year over 22 lakh students write NEET while only a small
fraction obtain government MBBS seats. In engineering
too, more than one million aspirants eventually depend
on private colleges. The challenge today is therefore
not merely capacity—it is affordable access to quality
education.The first reform must be expansion of medi-
cal education. India continues to compare doctors per
million population with other countries. That benchmark
measures healthcare availability after graduation. It does
not measure educational opportunity. A second metric
is required—medical seats per million youth (18-22
years), because young people, not the entire popula-
tion, compete for these seats.

Kejriwal announces National
Town Hall against E20 fuel:
This is only the beginning

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convener Arvind
Kejriwal Monday announced that the party will hold a “Na-
tional Town Hall Against E-20” on August 1 to bring all
stakeholders and experts on a single platform to raise the
issue.Addressing a press conference, Kejriwal said, “Con-
gratulations to the country’s youth. They have forced an
arrogant government to bend, and Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan had to resign.”

“Now, | appeal to the Prime Minister to also resolve
the E20 issue. People are facing immense hardship. Their
vehicles are getting damaged and fuel efficiency has de-
clined. Before this issue snowballs into a larger move-
ment, the Prime Minister should step in and resolve
it.”Kejriwal said thousands are expected to participate in
the Townhall. “The programme will begin at noon. Those
from Delhi and neighbouring cities who can attend in per-
son should reach Constitution Club by 11.30 am. People
from outside Delhi who cannot attend physically can join
online,” he said.“Those interested can send a WhatsApp
message to the number they have shared. By Friday
evening, we will send them a link through which they can
join the discussion on Saturday,” Kejriwal said.The AAP
chief said the event will bring together experts and others
affected by or interested in the issue. “Everyone will have
an opportunity to speak. We will also chalk out the future
course of action to press the government to withdraw the
E-20 policy.”This is only the beginning. Earlier, | had
launched an online petition addressed to the Prime Min-
ister, and more than two lakh people signed it. After
Saturday’s programme, | will visit the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence to submit the petition,” he said.On police action
against studentsResponding to a question on reports of
police action against students in states such as Bihar and
West Bengal despite the Centre’s assurance, Kejriwal
said, “It is wrong to take such action against our own
people. The government had promised the entire country
that no action would be taken against students. Yet, stu-
dents are facing police action, FIRs are being registered
against them and lathi-charge is being carried out. This
only shows that the government does not stand by its
word.”Look at the PM’s statements over the past four or
five years. Many of them are now circulating on social
media. Two years ago, he said in Parliament that strin-
gent laws had already been enacted. Yet the alleged
mastermind of the 2024 (NEET) paper leak case, who
was arrested with much fanfare, was granted bail within
three months... and only last week, the CBI gave him a
clean chit,” he said.

Can taxpayers claim I-T exemption
in sale of redeveloped flats? What
ITAT Tax Appellate Tribunal ruled

Can sale of your redeveloped old flat be counted as
a long term gain under Income Tax Act, 1961, entitling
you — as a taxpayer — for indexation benefits and exemp-
tion under Section 54F of the Income-Tax (I-T) Act, 19617
Yes, as the Mumbai bench of the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT) recently held that capital gains arising from
the sale of a flat, received under a redevelopment scheme,
are long-term capital gains, qualifying the taxpayer for tax
exemption.

What does exemption under Section 54F mean for
taxpayers?

Section 54F of the I-T Act allows individuals to avoid
tax on long-term capital gains if they reinvest the residen-
tial house sale proceeds — money received from selling
the property — within prescribed timelines.The matter came
to light when a bench of Judicial Member Siddhartha
Nautiyal and Accountant Member Vikram Singh Yadav
was hearing a plea by a Mumbai couple, challenging
denial of long-term capital gains and Section 54F exemp-
tion on the sale of a redeveloped flat in 2018.The assess-
ment year in dispute was 2018-19, and the appeal arose
from a December 30, 2025 order of the Commissioner of
Income Tax (Appeals), NFAC.Rajesh Shamiji Furia and

his wife had originally purchased a 510 sq ft flat in 2006,
which became part of a redevelopment project under a
development agreement executed on February 15,
2013.Under the redevelopment scheme, Furia became
entitled to a new flat comprising his original area, an addi-
tional 30 percent area without consideration, extra area
purchased from the developer and 185 sq ft received as a
gift from his mother.In 2018, he sold the redeveloped flat
for Rs 1.95 crore and claimed exemption under Section
54F of the I-T Act, 1961.However, the Assessing Officer
(AO) treated the redeveloped flat as a “completely new
capital asset” and taxed the gains as short-term capital
gains, and denied the Mumbai couple indexation and Sec-
tion 54F relief.Later, the Commissioner of Income Tax (CIT-
Appeals) also upheld the AO’s decision, prompting Furia
to approach ITAT.The ITAT rejected the AO’s approach,
denying Furia indexation and Section 54F relief, and ob-
served that “a redevelopment scheme does not result in
extinguishment of the owner’s proprietary rights followed
by acquisition of an altogether fresh capital asset.”It added,
“The ownership rights of an existing member continue
throughout the redevelopment process and merely un-
dergo substitution from the old structure to the newly con-
structed premises.”The ITAT also held that the Perma-
nent Alternate Accommodation Agreement (PAAA) “nei-
ther creates ownership for the first time nor results in ac-
quisition of an independent capital asset” but “merely iden-
tifies and records the permanent alternate premises allot-
ted in substitution of the existing premises”.In Furia’s case,
the tribunal concluded that even if the holding period is
reckoned from the 2013 development agreement, the
asset was held “for almost five years” — well beyond the
threshold for a long-term capital asset.“The redeveloped
flat was continuation of the existing capital asset and not
acquisition of a fresh capital asset for the first time on
January 1, 2018,” the Bench held. It directed removal of
the AO’s addition of Rs. 80.14 lakh and allowed indexed
cost of acquisition to grant exemption under section 54F
in accordance with law.

NCRTC submits DPRs for 4 Namo Bharat RRTS
corridors to boost Delhi-NCR connectivity

Namo Bharat RRTS corridors: The National Capital
Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC) has submitted
detailed project reports (DPRs) for four proposed Namo
Bharat RRTS corridors. The projects are aimed at expand-
ing high-speed regional transit and improving connectiv-
ity across Delhi-NCR.At present, the only operational
Namo Bharat RRTS corridor is the 82.15-km-long Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut route. The project was sanctioned by
the Central Government in March 2019.In a written state-
ment in the Rajya Sabha on Monday, Union Minister of
State for the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) Tokhan Sahu said that the NCRTC has submit-
ted Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for four Namo Bharat
RRTS corridors: Delhi-Karnal, Delhi-Bawal, Bawal-
Behror, and Ghaziabad-Noida International Airport.The
minister said the National Capital Region Planning Board
(NCRPB), in its Functional Plan on Transport for NCR-
2032, has identified eight Regional Rapid Transit System

(RRTS) corridors to connect key towns across the Delhi-
NCR through a semi-high-speed rail-based commuter
network aimed at improving regional rail connectivity.
These are:The Union Minister was responding to ques-
tions raised by Rajya Sabha MP Raghav Chadha, who
sought details on the progress of the Phase-I Namo Bharat
corridors: Delhi-Gurugram-SNB-Alwar and Delhi-Panipat-
Karnal. Chadha also asked about the current status of the
proposed Namo Bharat connection to Noida International
Airport and the government’s plans to expand the Namo
Bharat network to other parts of the country.Responding
to the query, the minister said that the Task Force ap-
pointed by the erstwhile Planning Commission of India
(now NITI Aayog) had prioritized three RRTS corridors for
implementation, namely, Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut, Delhi-
Gurugram-Alwar and Delhi-Panipat.“The Namo Bharat
RRTS projects are cost intensive proposals and there-
fore, undergo intensive examination at different levels in
Central Government. After such examination, Central
Government considers financial assistance to RRTS
projects, based on feasibility of the proposal and avail-
ability of resources,” Sahu saidAnish Mondal is a journal-
ist with over nine years of experience covering the rail-
ways and roadways. Currently a member of the
Indianexpress.com editorial team, Anish specializes in
high-impact sectors. Professional Journey Anish began
his career at the public broadcaster Rajya Sabha Televi-
sion (now Sansad TV), where he developed a founda-
tional understanding of legislative processes and national
governance. In 2018, he transitioned to digital financial
journalism at FinancialExpress.com, spending nearly six
years refining his expertise in market trends and corpo-
rate reporting.

UP man Kkills ailing 1-year-old daughter,
frames neighbours to settle old feud

Police brought Bablu in for detailed questioning on
Saturday, during which he broke down and admitted to
having killed his daughter himself. (File Photo/Enhanced
using Al)Police brought Bablu in for detailed questioning
on Saturday, during which he broke down and admitted
to having killed his daughter himself. Last Thursday, a
grieving father walked into a police station in Uttar
Pradesh’s Farrukhabad, accusing four neighbours of kill-
ing his one-year-old daughter in a stone-pelting
attack.Days later, the case took a startling turn: police said
the complainant himself had strangled the child, alleg-
edly driven by mounting debt over her medical treatment,
before trying to frame his neighbours over an old
rivalry.The breakthrough came after the post-mortem re-
vealed that the child had died due to strangulation. Doc-
tors found no injuries consistent with stone-pelting, offi-
cials said.The accused, Bablu alias Dablu, a resident of
Gaugaura village, was arrested on Saturday. Police said
Bablu and his neighbour, against whom the original com-
plaint had been filed, are from the Jatav community.Ram
Sahay Singh, Station House Officer of Kamalganj police
station, said, “Bablu admitted to killing his daughter, who
was undergoing treatment for a medical issue for a long
time, and tried to frame his neighbour.”According to po-
lice, Bablu had approached the police station on Thurs-
day alleging that four neighbours had pelted stones and
bricks at his house, and that one of the stones struck and
killed his daughter. He also claimed the neighbours, with
whom his family had an old enmity, threatened him against
reporting the incident.Police, however, found several in-
consistencies in Bablu’s account. First, the four persons
named in the FIR were not in the vicinity when the alleged
attack took place. Second, no local resident could cor-
roborate that any clash or altercation had occurred be-
tween Bablu and his neighbours.Investigators also found
that a week earlier, one of the accused neighbours,
Surendra, had filed an assault complaint against Bablu
and his two brothers for allegedly beating up his
brother.Further, doctors who carried out the autopsy did
not find any injury marks on the child’s body consistent
with being struck by stones.

Police brought Bablu in for detailed questioning on
Saturday, during which he broke down and admitted to

having killed his daughter himself. He told police that his
daughter had been suffering severe malnutrition and her
health had shown no signs of improvement despite
treatment.Police said Bablu told them he had borrowed
money to pay for her treatment and had fallen into debt.
Overwhelmed by the financial burden and emotional dis-
tress, he allegedly strangled the child before concocting
the story of a stone-pelting attack to divert suspicion and
settle old scores with his neighbours.

KNRUHS releases resched-
Uled timetable for postponed
theory examinations

Hyderabad: Kaloji Narayana Rao University of Health
Sciences (KNRUHS), Telangana, on Monday released
the rescheduled timetable for the theory examinations that
were postponed on July 24, 2026.

According to an official notification issued on Mon-
day by the Controller of Examinations, revised dates have
been announced across multiple undergraduate health
science courses.On July 29, B.Sc. MLT 2nd Year (Bio-
chemistry-I), 3rd BNYS Part-I, B.Sc. Audiology and Speech
Therapy Final Year, and B.Sc. Optometry Final Year.On
July 31, 2026:

2020 Delhi riots 1B
officer murder: Police
seek death for Tahir

Hussain, other convicts

2020 riots 1B Officer murder case: Delhi Police on
Monday demanded the death penalty for ex-Aam Aadmi
Party leader Tahir Hussain and four others convicted of
the torture and ‘cold-blooded’ murder of Intelligence Bu-
reau officer Ankit Sharma during the 2020 riots in the na-
tional capital. The convicted persons, the police told a city
court, ‘turned into animals’ who inflicted 51 injuries on
Sharma — seven of which were fatal on their own.

Hussain’s counsel opposed the demand, arguing
the death penalty its only to be given in the ‘rarest of rare
cases’. Hussain’s counsel said the penalty could not
handed down merely on the basis of injuries
sustained.The counsel also cited the former AAP leader’s
good conduct while in prison.Hussain’s counsel also ar-
gued that since the entire Delhi police force had failed to
control the violent mob, a single individual could not then
be held responsible for the murder.

Bengaluru cracks down
on garhage dumping,
registers first FIR against 4

In a first for the city, the Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration (BNCC) last Saturday registered a criminal case
against four people accused of dumping garbage at a site
that civic authorities had recently cleared as part of an
anti-littering drive.The action comes amid the Greater
Bengaluru Authority’s Safe Footpath Campaign and a city-
wide effort to clean vacant plots and eliminate garbage
black spots.

“This is the first time an FIR has been registered for
illegal garbage dumping. If violators are caught and refuse
to pay fines despite being given time, we initiate criminal
proceedings against them,” a civic body official said.Ward
marshals on night patrol spotted the four people alleg-
edly dumping waste at the location on 7th Main Road in
Banaswadi on July 16, according to civic officials. When
the marshals intercepted them, the accused allegedly re-
fused to pay the prescribed fines and proceeded to dump
the waste.

Following the incident, the assistant general man-
ager of the Sarvagnanagar division of Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Limited (BSWML) lodged a complaint
at the Banaswadi Police Station on July 25.When the vio-
lators did not pay the fine, the police booked them for
allegedly polluting the environment and endangering
public health. The offence is non-cognisable and bail-
able, and carries a maximum fine of Rs 1,000.Pommala
Sunil Kumar, Commissioner, BNCC, said the civic body
would continue to pursue legal and penal action against
those found dumping waste at sites that have been
cleaned.After restoring the Banaswadi location, officials
conducted awareness campaigns to discourage indis-
criminate dumping and deployed ward marshals to moni-
tor the area.

Asked not to take video of CPR
treatment, patient’s son assaults
octor at Sassoon hospita

A doctor at the Sassoon General Hospital was as-
saulted allegedly by the son of a patient, who was later
booked by the police.According to police, the incident hap-
pened when the doctor asked the accused not to record
the video of cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) treat-
ment. Police said the patient died of a heart attack.

An FIR in this case was registered at the Bundgarden
police station on Saturday.Police said the accused, a 30-
year-old man from Ghorpadi, brought his father who suf-
fered cardiac arrest to the government-run Sassoon Gen-
eral Hospital for treatment on Saturday.

Police said the patient was taken to the emergency
ward. In an attempt to save the patient, when the trainee
doctor at the hospital was giving him CPR, the accused
started recording a video of the procedure on his cell
phone.When the doctor asked him to not record the video,
he allegedly turned angry and assaulted the doctor.

Based on a complaint filed by the doctor, police have
booked the accused under Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS)
sections 132 (assault or criminal force to deter a public
servant from doing their duty), 352, 351 and sections of
the Maharashtra Medicare Service Persons and Medi-
care Service Institutions. (Prevention of Violence and
Damage or Loss to Property) Act.

Sub-inspector Ganesh Wankhade said that the fa-
ther of the accused was pronounced dead at the hospital.

(e ]

Police did not arrest the accused.
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Indian-origin diamond merchant abducted in Mali, freed
after family pays Euro 4 million ransom

Surat: An Indian-origin diamond businessman al-
legedly kidnapped in Mali in April has been released
after his family paid a whopping Euro 4 million (nearly Rs
44 crore) ransom, sources said.The abductors initially
demanded around Rs 100 crore, but 75-year-old dia-
mond merchant Dhiru Ramani’'s family members, who
live in the US, negotiated the amount down before secur-
ing his release, they said.The family paid a ransom of
Euro 4 million (about Rs 44 crore) to secure his release
last week in the West African country, a Surat-based
source familiar with the developments said .Ramani, origi-
nally from Gujarat’'s Amreli district and associated with
the diamond trade in Surat, remains in Mali where local
authorities are questioning him after his release, the
source told PTl on condition of anonymity. The business-
man was allegedly abducted three months back while he
was in Mali, where he recently acquired a gold mine and
had been living for some time.“He has been released,
but he is still in Mali. The local police are questioning him
about his release and the circumstances surrounding it,”

the source said. Ramani’'s US-based family handled the
negotiations on its own, and no Indian government agency
was involved in the process, as per the source. He is
originally from Dhar village in Amreli district and has been
associated with the diamond business since around
1980.He later moved to the United States, where his fam-
ily is engaged in the international diamond trade. Around
the time of the alleged kidnapping in April, the Indian
Embassy in Bamako, the capital of Mali, issued a general
security advisory urging Indian nationals living there to
exercise caution.“Due to recent security developments
and reported attacks in Kati and other parts of Mali, the
Embassy of India in Bamako urges all Indian nationals
residing in Mali to remain highly vigilant, exercise utmost
caution, stay indoors, and strictly follow the instructions
issued by the Malian authorities from time to time,” the
advisory dated April 25 had said. The advisory, however,
did not refer to any specific incident or individual.

Suspect in Berlin Pride

German police said a 21-year-old man with a record
of Islamist extremist activity was shot dead on Sunday, a
day after he allegedly drove a minivan into people near
Berlin's Pride celebrations, killing one person.The ram-
ming attack happened in the Tiergarten park near the
Brandenburg Gate at about 10 p.m. (2000 GMT) on Sat-
urday, not far from one of Europe's biggest annual LGBTQ
celebrations, Christopher Street Day.

Authorities said that in addition to the one fatality, 29
people were injured, some by a bladed weapon the at-
tacker wielded."Around 6 p.m. (1600 GMT), the suspect
involved in yesterday's attack in Tiergarten was located
at an allotment garden complex in Spandau," Berlin po-
lice wrote on X, referring to an area in Berlin's westernmost
borough where residents cultivate garden
plots."According to initial findings, he ran towards offic-
ers while armed with a bladed weapon; police... subse-
quently opened fire. Despite immediate resuscitation ef-
forts by the Berlin Fire Department, he died at the
scene."Dagmar Euent and Juliane Gotzler, who have a
garden plot, said they heard several shots and were told
to stay inside their garden hut by police.Berlin police had
identified the suspect as Abdul B, 21, and published his
picture, asking the public for information on his
whereabouts.The suspect had "attracted attention in the
past through a high number of criminal offences, through
radicalisation, through membership of the Islamist scene,"
Interior Minister Alexander Dobrindt said earlier on Sun-
day, adding that the suspect was a German citizen of
Lebanese heritage, born in Germany in 2005.The
Tiergarten attack was the latest in a series of vehicle at-
tacks on crowds in Germany in recent years that have

~ attack shot d

ead by police

intensified debate around security and immigration amid
a surge in support for the far-right.Ahead of a memorial
service at St Mary's Church in Berlin, centre-right Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz vowed consequences and urged
Germans not to be intimidated, affirming the country would
stand united in defence of its freedom."We will defend
the freedom, openness, and liberal spirit of our lives and
our society with everything we can do," he said.

Thousands of people, some carrying the LGBT rain-
bow flag, attended a vigil at Berlin's Brandenburg Gate.
Some carried placards with slogans such as "Hatred kills",
while others cried and hugged each other.At the
Tiergarten park, people lit candles and left flowers.There
were calls across the political spectrum for Germany to
tighten laws and crack down on Islamic radicalism.Green
politician and Bundestag Vice President Omid Nouripour
wrote on X that Germany must stand against "murderous
Islamism".Daniel Peters, a regional leader of the centre-
right CDU, said on X that Islamic State "supporters must
not walk free in Germany".Security sources told Reuters
the suspect had been released from juvenile detention
only two months ago.Asked about reports he had received
a suspended sentence, Dobrindt told broadcaster ZDF,
"It would certainly have been advisable to place this indi-
vidual in custody".The security sources said he was known
to domestic intelligence and was among the hundreds of
people classed as potentially dangerous, a label that
usually leads to scrutiny or monitoring.Authorities have
said the suspect had previously been convicted of pre-
paring a serious act of violence endangering the state.The
attack comes at a sensitive time for Merz's unpopular
coalition government, which is going through a bruising
cabinet reshuffle as critics accuse it of being
ineffective.State elections take place in two months, with
the far-right opposition party Alternative for Germany (AfD)
campaigning on issues including immigration and secu-
rity in a bid to secure control of a regional government for
the first time."We will not allow religious extremists to di-
vide our country with violence and intolerance!" AfD co-
chief Tino Chrupalla said on X.In May, a man believed to
have mental health problems drove into a pedestrian zone
in Leipzig, killing two people and seriously injuring three.In
2016, Anis Amri, a Tunisian with links to Islamist militants
whose asylum application was rejected, hijacked a truck,
killed its driver and drove it into a busy Christmas market,
killing 11 people and injuring dozens. He was shot dead
by police in ltaly four days later.

Indian-origin individuals among 19 held
in Ontarios biggest drug crackdown

Nineteen people, most of them believed to be of
Indian-origin, were arrested in one of the largest-ever
drug busts in Canada's Ontario province in which au-
thorities seized nearly 1.7 tonnes of narcotics with an
estimated value of over USD 97 million.An intelligence-
led cross-border investigation, codenamed Project Bay,
dismantled an alleged drug trafficking network that used
commercial transport routes to move narcotics into
Canada, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) said in a
press statement.Police said 19 people have been ar-
rested, while two remain at large.

Many of the accused are truck drivers allegedly re-
cruited to transport illicit consignments across the Canada-
US border.Among those arrested were Gagandip Thindal,
27, Simranijit Singh, 32, Kanwarpal Kular, 32, Jatinderpal
Singh, 39, Jasvinder Sohi, 55, Tejwinder Sandhu, 29,
Harjwinder Sandhu, 33, Haninderpal Grewal, 34,
Tarminder Singh, 19, Avtar Sahota, 54, Gundeep Tariwal,
32, Mehakpreet Singh, 24 and Karandeep Singh, 27.Ac-
cording to the OPP, the investigation began in January
2025 after the Windsor Police Service launched a probe
into drug trafficking.The Canada Border Services Agency
joined the investigation a month later, with the probe even-
tually expanding to include the OPP and several other
law enforcement agencies.According to investigators, the
network operated through a broker-style model within
the commercial transportation sector, using established
logistics links to arrange drivers to knowingly transport
illicit consignments concealed within legitimate supply
chains across the international border.Police executed
22 search warrants between June 25 and July 20 at resi-
dences and businesses in Windsor, Corunna, LaSalle,
Brampton, Kleinburg, Markham and Caledon.Authorities
seized about 973 kg of cocaine, 660 kg of methamphet-
amine, 49 kg of opium, 230 oxycodone tablets, 17 fire-
arms, about 80,000 Canadian dollars and USD 10,000
in cash, high-end jewellery, money counters, 43 mobile
phones, six laptops and a vehicle.The estimated street
value of the drugs seized is more than 139 million Cana-
dian dollars (approx USD 97 million), the OPP said, de-

scribing it "one of the largest drug busts by weight in
Ontario".OPP Chief Superintendent Mike Stoddart de-
scribed the seizure as a significant blow to organised
crime, saying the operation had disrupted the cross-bor-
der flow of illegal drugs and firearms and prevented sub-
stantial harm to communities across Ontario.

China issues red
alert as Typhoon
Noul approaches

R Al

Beijing: China’s national observatory has issued a
red alert — the highest level in the country’s typhoon
warning system as Typhoon Noul approaches its
coast.Typhoon Noul, the 12th typhoon of the year, is fore-
cast to make landfall along the coast of south China’s
Guangdong Province, according to the alert issued by
the National Meteorological Centre late Saturday night.
The typhoon'’s centre was about 100 km offshore south-
east of Huidong County in Huizhou City, Guangdong,
late last night with maximum winds near the centre reach-
ing Force 14, the NMC said.The NMC forecast that Ty-
phoon Noul will move northwestward at around 20 km
per hour, while continuing to strengthen.After making
landfall, it is expected to shift to a north-north-westward
course and gradually weaken, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.Earlier on Saturday, the State Flood
Control and Drought Relief Headquarters raised its emer-
gency response for flood and typhoon control in
Guangdong Province to Level lll, while activating a Level
IV flood emergency response for Jiangxi and Hunan
provinces.China has a four-tier, colour-coded weather
warning system for typhoons, with red representing the
most severe warning, followed by orange, yellow and
blue.Geographic ReferenceThe regions are Fujian,
Jiangxi, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Guangdong and Guangxi

Iran says it still controls strait, not
seeking talks, after Trump halts bombing

DUBAI, Iran said on Monday it was still in control of
the Strait of Hormuz and not seeking to resume peace
talks ?with the United States, after President Donald
Trump halted a two-week bombing campaign that his top
brass told him had run its course.Following 13 succes-
sive nights of intensifying bombing that provoked Tehran
to fire on U.S. bases in response, Trump halted the cam-
paign over the weekend. Iran said it would suspend its
own attacks for as long as the U.S. pause endures.The
Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps you informed with
the latest developments and analysis of the Iran war. Sign
up here.The end of the U.S. bombing campaign sent oil
prices tumbling in the hope that disrupted global sup-
plies could resume flowing. Brent crude, which had briefly
ticked above $100 a barrel last week for the first time
since May, plunged more than 8% by mid-morning on
Monday to just under $89.

But in signs on Monday that Tehran may already be
?testing the effective new ceasefire, Jordan reported
shooting down two drones and Iraqgi security sources said
drones had struck a base of Iranian Kurdish opposition
fighters in northern ?lraq. There were no reports of casu-
alties in either incident.Trump's decision to suspend the
campaign reflected advice from his military that the bomb-
ing, aimed at breaking Iran's grip on the strait, had reached
the limits of what ?it could achieve, according to a U.S.
official and several U.S. media reports.The U.S. official
told Reuters that military commanders had advised the
president they were running out of targets. The chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of ?Staff, General Dan Caine, had
expressed concern over the depletion of air defence mu-
nitions, the official said.

REQUEST FOR MORE TALKS 'NOT IN OUR DNA',
IRAN SPOKESMAN SAYSThe U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, Mike Waltz, said on Sunday Trump had
paused the campaign to allow room for negotiations.
Trump, Secretary of State Marco Rubio and other U.S.
officials have described Iran as "

begging for a deal, opens new tabBut the spokes-

person for Iran's Foreign Ministry, Esmail Baghaei, said
in a televised press conference on Monday that Iran had
not asked to resume peace talks with the United
States.Messages were still being passed between the
sides through mediators and Iran had not forsaken diplo-
macy, but "reports about Iran requesting negotiations with
the U.S. are fabricated," Baghaei said. "This ?is not in our
DNA."Tehran also indicated it was still in control of the
world's most important waterway for energy markets.|IRAN
STATE MEDIA SAY SIX SHIPS TURNED BACK IN
STRAITSeveral Iranian state media outlets cited an "in-
formed source" as saying that ?Iran had ?turned around
six "offending ships" on Monday morning that had at-
tempted to cross the strait without its permission. One of
the vessels, the source said, had had "an accident"."As
previously announced, the traffic route in the Strait of
Hormuz is the route specified by Iran, and other routes
are contaminated and have no way out," the Iranian state
media reports quoted the source as saying.Trump
launched his renewed bombing campaign to punish Iran
after Tehran fired on ships using a route through the strait
that has been promoted by the United States, which has
told vessels to sail close to the coast of Oman.Iran says
ships may pass only through a channel that runs ?closer
to its own coast, which it controls and ?where it intends to
impose transit fees.The two ?weeks of renewed U.S.
bombing killed scores of people in Iran and destroyed
bridges and tunnels across the south as well as military
targets. Four U.S. service members were killed by Iran's
return fire against U.S. bases in neighbouring Arab states.
Iran also struck civilian infrastructure in Gulf countries in
what it said was retaliation for U.S. strikes on civilian
targets.Last week Iran's Houthi allies threatened to ex-
tend the disruption to global oil supplies to a second major
waterway by announcing ?a blockade of Saudi Arabia's
?0il industry in the Red Sea, sending oil prices even
higher.The halt to the renewed U.S. bombing campaign
leaves no clear indication of what leverage Washington
can exert to achieve Trump's aim to break Iran's grip on
the strait. Washington and Tehran reached an agreement
in June on a framework for talks meant to take place by
the end of August to resolve major issues such as Iran's
nuclear programme.But the sides have disputed the
meaning of the memorandum's language about the Strait
?of Hormuz, with Washington insisting it requires Tehran
to allow free travel while Iran says it grants it the authority
to supervise transit.Iran aims to formalise its control over
the strait in an agreement with Oman, which controls the
opposite shore. A senior Omani delegation was in Tehran
over the weekend discussing the strait and Iranian For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Baghaei said those talks went
well.Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin

South Korea court gives ex-President Yoon
suspended jail term for violating election law

SEOUL, A South Korean court sentenced former
President Yoon Suk Yeol to 18 months in prison, sus-
pended for three years, after finding him guilty of violat-
ing the election law by making false statements during
his 2022 presidential campaign.The sentence, if upheld
through appeals, could force Yoon's People Power Party
to return 39.7 billion won ($27.1 million) in election ex-
penses reimbursed ?by the National Election Commis-
sion following his presidential election victory.Make sense
of global markets with the Trading Day newsletter. Sign
up here.

The Seoul Central District Court found Yoon made
false statements during the 2022 presidential campaign
when he denied introducing a lawyer to a former tax offi-
cial ?and claimed he and his wife, former first lady Kim
Keon Hee, had not met shaman Jeon Seong-bae. Both
relationships had come under scrutiny during the elec-
tion campaign.The court accepted prosecutors' arguments
that Yoon had introduced the lawyer to the former official
and maintained ?a long-standing relationship with Jeon
after first meeting him through Kim."When a ?candidate
personally announces false information at public events
with a large impact, such as debates and interviews, ?the
effect on voters' decision making is very significant," the
court said in its ruling.Prosecutors had sought a two-year
prison term, arguing Yoon's remarks helped ease scru-
tiny of the allegations during the presidential race.Yoon,
who had denied any wrongdoing, ?plans to appeal the
verdict, his legal ?counsel said in a statement.Under South
Korea's election law, political parties receive state reim-
bursement for campaign expenses if their presidential
candidate wins or secures at least 15% of the vote. If ?a
candidate later receives a final election-invalidating sen-
tence, such as a jail term or a fine of at least 1 million won,
the party must return the funds.Yoon is ?also facing other
criminal trials, including an insurrection ?case related to
his December 2024 martial law declaration.

Malaysia PM orders action against Rohingya
Muslims gathered in front of UN refugee agency

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim on Monday ordered enforcement agencies to take
action against a group of Rohingya Muslim refugees that
had gathered in front of the office of the U.N. refugee
agency in Kuala Lumpur, saying those without proper
permits would be detained.Hundreds of Rohingya refu-
gees were allegedly evicted from their homes in northern
Penang state on Sunday and traveled to the Malaysian
capital on buses ?to seek assistance on resettlement from
the UNHCR, the New Straits Times daily reported on
Monday.Make sense of global markets with the Trading
Day newsletter. Sign up here.The evictions came amid a
rise in online hate speech and misinformation targeting
the Rohingya since May that has led to ?greater harass-
ment and scrutiny of the ethnic community, including wide-
spread school closures.

According to the UNHCR, there were about 215,600
refugees and asylum-seekers registered with the agency
in Malaysia at the end of February, more than half of them
ethnic Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar.In a video posted
on his social media accounts, Anwar said the country
needed to be strict in enforcing the law, saying the gath-
ering was raising concerns among local residents."No
one has the right to ?take over any part of the city," he

said. "l have directed immigration, police, and the local
authorities to take strict action."Those without permits are
to be brought to (the Immigration Department). The rest
should be warned that action can be taken against
them."The UNHCR office in Kuala Lumpur did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment. It told Reuters
on Friday that it was concerned by rising online hate
speech, disinformation and dehumanising narratives tar-
geting Rohingya and other refugees, which it said could
fuel harassment and discrimination offline.Though it is
not a signatory to the U.N. refugee convention and re-
gards asylum-seekers as illegal migrants, Muslim-ma-
jority Malaysia has long been seen as a safe haven for
Rohingya fleeing persecution in largely Buddhist
Myanmar.That changed during the COVID-19 pandemic,
when the Rohingya were accused of spreading the virus,
disrespecting cultural norms and competing with locals
for jobs.

Stihari Nataraj enters 50m
backstroke semifinals, Budigina
reaches para swimming final

Glasgow: India’s swimming campaign at the Com-
monwealth Games 2026 started on a high note on Friday
as Olympian Srihari Nataraj secured a place in the men’s
50m backstroke semifinals, while para swimmer Budigina
and Ali Imam produced impressive performances to
qualify for the men’s 100m freestyle S13 final.

Nataraj finished fifth in Heat 4 of the men’s 50m
backstroke after clocking 25.52 seconds to comfortably
book his place among the top 16 swimmers progressing
to the semifinals.
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All you need to know
about: preeclampsia

Last week, on May 22, World Preeclampsia Day was
observed, to increase awareness about preeclampsia, a
serious pregnancy complication. This year’s theme, ‘Ask
me about preeclampsia’, aimed at initiating open conver-
sations and raising awareness about the condition. With
that in mind, here is all you need to know about preec-
lampsia.

What is preeclampsia?

Preeclampsia is a serious condition that develops
during pregnancy, usually after 20 weeks or so, often
marked by high blood pressure and protein in the urine.
Because the condition can also affect other organs of the
body including the kidneys, liver and brain, it requires
careful monitoring and management. Untreated preec-
lampsia can have serious, even fatal consequences for
the mother and baby. In some women, preeclampsia may
develop after the delivery of the baby; this is known as
postpartum preeclampsia.

What causes preeclampsia?

The exact cause of preeclampsia remains unknown,
but researchers believe it may have something to do with
blood supply and circulation in the placenta being affected.
The placenta is an organ that develops in the uterus dur-
ing pregnancy, connecting mother and baby via the um-
bilical cord. It provides oxygen and essential nutrients to
the growing foetus and removes waste
products.According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), preeclampsia affects 2—8% of pregnancies world-
wide. There are around 46,000 maternal deaths due to
pre-eclampsia per year and around 5,00,000 foetal or
newborn deaths. Preeclampsia and eclampsia (a compli-
cation of preeclampsia) are responsible for approximately
10% of maternal deaths in Asia and Africa, it says.

Who is at risk of preeclampsia?

Risk factors for preeclampsia include being preg-
nant with more than one baby, pre-existing conditions
such as diabetes, hypertension or kidney disease, obe-
sity, a history of preeclampsia in a past pregnancy or a
family history of it, as well as a first time pregnancy, being
35 or older and a time gap of 10 years or more since a
previous pregnancy.

What are the signs and symptoms of preeclampsia?

For many, there are no signs and symptoms of preec-
lampsia, and it is often only diagnosed during a visit to a
healthcare provider. In some cases, symptoms can in-
clude: high blood pressure, proteinuria (excess protein in

the urine), severe headaches, changes in vision such as
blurred vision, light sensitivity or flashing, upper abdomi-
nal pain (just below the ribs), nausea and vomiting and
swelling of the face, hands and feet.

How is it diagnosed?

Preeclampsia is diagnosed, the WHO states, based
on the onset of hypertension (blood pressure =140/90
mm Hg) and proteinuria (=0.3 g/24 hours) after 20 weeks
of gestation. However, recently, there has also been rec-
ognition of the condition without proteinuria. The Federa-
tion of Obstetric and Gynecological Societies of India
(FOGSI), in its 2019 good clinical practice recommenda-
tions, defines preeclampsia as a multisystem inflamma-
tory disorder beyond 20 weeks of pregnancy with signifi-
cant proteinuria characterized by de novo onset of hyper-
tension (BP =/>140/90 mmHg). It adds however that an
atypical variant of preeclampsia has been recognised
which is accompanied by neurological, hematological,
hepatic, renal manifestations or foetal growth restriction,
in the absence of proteinuria.As per the American Col-
lege of Obstetricians and Gynecologists guidelines, the
diagnosis of preeclampsia no longer requires the detec-
tion of high levels of protein in the urine (proteinuria).
Preeclampsia is now to be diagnosed by persistent high
blood pressure that develops during pregnancy or during
the postpartum period that is associated with a lot of pro-
tein in the urine or the new development of decreased
blood platelets, trouble with the kidney or liver, fluid in the
lungs, or signs of brain trouble such as seizures and/or
visual disturbances.

What are the complications that can develop?

If untreated, pre-eclampsia can cause severe com-
plications to both mother and baby. These may include:
eclampsia, in which the patient develops seizures and
may go into a coma; HELLP syndrome (haemolysis, el-
evated liver enzymes, low platelet count), a liver and blood
clotting disorder, which is potentially risky to both mother
and baby and organ damage to the liver, kidneys, brain
and lungs of the mother. Placental abruption, which is the
placenta separating from the inner wall of the uterus be-
fore delivery is another potential complication.

Complications to the baby include premature birth,
as well as foetal growth restriction, which happens when
the baby does not receive adequate oxygen and nutri-
ents, leading to slow growth.

How is it treated?

Treatment involves managing the condition and
close monitoring until it is the best time for the baby’s
delivery. This depends on the severity of the condition
and the gestational age of the foetus. The goal of treat-
ment is to prevent complications and ensure a safe out-
come for the mother and baby. Medications may include
antihypertensive drugs, anticonvulsant medication and
corticosteroids.Generally, preeclampsia goes away within
some weeks after birth. However, blood pressure and other
signs/symptoms may need to be monitored closely for
some time after the birth.If postpartum preeclampsia de-
velops, it requires immediate medical attention.

Lab-grown bat organs, next stop on
the road to predicting pandemics

Bats are important animals that help maintain eco-
system balance and human well-being. They play key
roles like pollinating plants, dispersing seeds, and con-
trolling insect populations. But of late they have become
popular for a different reason: their unique ability to harbour
viruses without succumbing to disease.SARS, MERS,
Ebola, COVID-19 — some of the most devastating human
diseases of the past century are believed to have origi-
nated in bats. Despite their central role in pandemic ecol-
ogy, we know surprisingly little about how viruses interact
with bat biology, or why some viruses remain harmless in
bats but become deadly when they jump to humans.Bat
organoids

Studying bats has numerous challenges. They are
nocturnal, elusive, and in many regions protected by law.
Another challenge is a lack of suitable research tools and
animal models. Traditional laboratory animals like mice
or monkeys fail to replicate the unique physiological traits
of bats and primary bat cells are notoriously hard to grow
in culture.Even cell lines derived from the same bat spe-
cies that hosted a virus may not support its replication due
to the loss of key host receptor expression.

In a study recently published in Science, an interna-
tional team of researchers has developed the world’s most
comprehensive platform of bat organoids: small, three-
dimensional lab-grown tissues that replicate the structure
and function of real bat organs. Organoids have long been
developed and used for human biomedical research —
and they are now being applied to bats.Previous attempts
at creating bat organoids were limited to a single fruit bat
species and one organ type. These models failed to cap-
ture the full diversity of bat species, especially those found
in temperate regions like East Asia, where many emerg-
ing viruses have been identified.

To address this, the team created organoids from
five insect-eating bat species native to Asia and Europe.
These included models of the trachea, lungs, kidneys,
and intestines. These structures mimic the real tissues
closely, with features like mucus-producing goblet cells
and gas-exchanging alveoli.When exposed to viruses like
SARS-CoV-2, MERS-CoV, influenza A, and Seoul
orthohantavirus, the organoids revealed species and or-
gan-specific vulnerabilities. For example, MERS-CoV rep-
licated easily in the respiratory organoids of several bat
species. SARS-CoV-2, the virus responsible for COVID-
19, surprisingly couldn’t infect any of the bat respiratory
tissues unless researchers added a human gene,

TMPRSS2, which enabled the virus to enter human
cells.This finding may help explain why some viruses may
not initially pose a risk to humans but become dangerous
after acquiring adaptations that allow them to survive and
replicate in the human body.In their study, the research-
ers also exploited the organoid platform’s usefulness for
virus discovery. Using faecal samples from wild bats, they
were able to isolate two previously unidentified viruses: a
mammalian orthoreovirus and a paramyxovirus. The
paramyxovirus wouldn’t grow in normal lab cells but flour-
ished in the organoids, likely because it requires bat-spe-
cific cellular factors to enter and replicate but which are
absent in conventional lab cell lines.In a separate study
published in PLoS Biology, another group created
immortalised bat cell lines from Seba’s short-tailed bat
(Carollia perspicillata), a fruit bat native to Central and
South America. These cell lines were developed from or-
gans like the kidney, brain, liver, and spleen tissues, and
were shown to support replication of MERS-CoV, vesicu-
lar stomatitis virus and Andes orthohantavirus, a close
relative of deadly hantaviruses found in humans.In their
study, the researchers observed that the kidney cells per-
mitted natural entry and replication of MERS-CoV whereas
SARS-CoV-2 was unable to infect them — mirroring the
results observed in the organoid models. Both bat cells
and organoids activated immune responses when ex-
posed to synthetic viral RNA or viruses, similar to real
bats. Global virology resource

Together, these two new bat models demonstrate
the ability to monitor real-time immune responses in bat
tissues, offering an advanced tool to understand how bats
coexist with viruses that are lethal to other species. While
organoids let researchers study how viruses behave in
real tissue, the cell lines allow high-throughput testing of
viral entry and immune reactions.Both initiatives aim to
establish global biobanks of bat-derived organoids and
cell lines to enhance pandemic preparedness. The Carollia
perspicillata cell lines are already being distributed
through ATCC, a major biological repository. Meanwhile,
the organoid initiative plans to expand its reach by incor-
porating additional bat species and tissue types.

Together, these resources are expected to help re-
searchers (i) track species-specific virus behaviour; (ii)
identify immune pathways and viral entry points; (iii) screen
antiviral drugs under more realistic conditions; (iv) predict
zoonotic spill-over risk before outbreaks begin.Implications
for Indialndia is home to more than 120 bat species, with
particularly high bat diversity in the Northeast and the
Western Ghats. Despite this diversity, virological data on
these bats is limited and many species are poorly stud-
ied. In the Northeast, studies have detected antibodies to
Ebola and Marburg viruses in both bats and humans.
Kerala has also experienced multiple Nipah virus out-
breaks, with fruit bats identified as the likely carriers. None-
theless, efforts to study native bats in depth are hindered
by biosafety concerns, legal restrictions, and limited re-
search infrastructure.

These new lab-grown models could offer a safer,
more ethical way forward, allowing researchers to study
bat viruses without handling live animals.

Can mHealth and Al amp up
tobacco cessation efforts?

If we compare the GATS 1 (Global Adult Tobacco
Survey) with the GATS 2, all parameters related to to-
bacco cessation show a downward trend. While the sus-
tained efforts by the government through implementation
of national programs such as NTCP, COTPA, and NOHP;
ratification of strategic frameworks such as WHOQO’s
MPOWER or FCTC; or multilateral collaboration with glo-
bal health organisations, NGOs, and other stakeholders,
the efforts fall short in responding to the tobacco scourge
prevalent in the country.28.6 % of the people aged 15
and above use tobacco in India, the use of smokeless
forms being double that of smoked forms. This can be
attributed to the social acceptability of smokeless tobacco
(SLT), especially among women in old times. Tobacco
continues to hold cultural value in local traditions, where
it is offered to guests and gods with equal reverence.

The second largest consumer—and third largest pro-
ducer—of tobacco, India is home to 72.7 million smokers.
It is responsible for 13.5 lakh deaths, 1.5 lakh cancers, 4.2
million heart diseases, and 3.7 million lung diseases ev-
ery year. With a 20 % share of the global burden load,
India is touted as the oral cancer capital of the
world.Secondhand smoking (SHS), caused by the inha-
lation of toxic fumes when somebody is smoking in the
vicinity, compounds the problem further. It contributes to
14% of total tobacco deaths, with the brunt falling squarely
on the most vulnerable—women, children, and older
people. Almost half of the non-smoking women and over
one-third of pregnant women are exposed to tobacco
smoke in India and Bangladesh.

According to GATS 2, despite 85.6% of people be-
ing aware of the detrimental effects of SHS, 38.7% of
people working at home and 30.2% working indoors were
exposed to smoking. A 2023 report by WHO on global
tobacco epidemic believes that physical distancing—
whether it be designated smoke rooms (DSRs) or ventila-
tion—fails to protect from the exposure of SHS.The smoke
residues from 7000 chemicals, including over 70 carcino-
genic substances, cling to physical surfaces long after a
cigarette is stubbed out. Through case studies of popular
smoke ban laws in Atlanta and Finland, WHO FCTC'’s
Section 8 advocates for strict legislation for a smoke-free
environment to protect our basic right to breathe in clean
air.Multiple studies have shown that dependence on to-
bacco and bidis significantly impairs individuals’ ability to
quit. The wide availability of locally-produced tobacco
brands in India further complicates regulation of nicotine
content. Moreover, Big Tobacco is frequently accused of
deliberately maintaining high nicotine levels to promote
addiction.

Furthermore, the tobacco industry lobbying has ac-
tively obscured critical information and deflected public
discourse from the health risks linked to tobacco use. This
has resulted in manufacturing of narratives, such as
conflating the harms of tobacco smoking with air pollu-
tion. What harm will one cigarette cause when the level of
pollution amounts to breathing 20 cigarettes a day!? (While
air pollution demands urgent action, the harm caused by
cigarette smoke is 2 to 2.5 times greater, according to a
Chinese study.) In the 1996 issue of Time Magazine, the
president and CEO of Philip Morris was quoted saying
that cigarettes are no more addictive than coffee or gummy
bears.This impact on teenagers by Big Tobacco propa-
ganda is concerning. 8.5% of young adolescents (between
13 and 15 years) consume tobacco in some form in India.
With stylish names, flashy packaging, fancy brand am-
bassadors, and fun flavours, the tobacco industry preys
on the young to initiate tobacco use as well as continue it.
A WHO report highlighted the addition of sweetening
agents, flavorings, bronchodilators, and additives such
as levulinic acid and menthol to tobacco products—mea-
sures intended to reduce the harshness of nicotine and
create a cooling effect in the throat. These modifications
in taste, smell, and sensory appeal, experts believe, hype
the demand of these products among the youth.Kicking
the habit

The GATS 2 survey revealed that out of the total
people who wanted to quit, 70% had to do it alone, and
most couldn’t sustain it beyond a month. We must also
realize that cessation is not a one-off thing but a con-
tinuum—the counselling must always be ongoing and
adaptive. Pranav Ish, a pulmonologist at VMMC and
Safdarjung Hospitals said even 2-3 minutes of reinforce-
ment has worked wonders in his patients. GATS 2, how-
ever, reveals a dismal picture when it comes to the atti-
tude of healthcare providers: only 31.7% of healthcare
providers advised their patients to quit in the last month,
and 48.8% in the last year.Aninda Debnath, assistant pro-
fessor, Community Medicine, MAMC, Delhi, says that while
a lot of programs related to tobacco cessation are in place,
a critical look at their functioning and utilisation is impor-
tant. The COTPA Act prohibits advertising of tobacco in
any form; however, a study by Vital Strategies found 75 %
of online surrogate marketing of tobacco on Meta
platforms.Vikrant Mohanty, HoD and Project Head, Na-
tional Resource Centre for Oral Health and Tobacco Ces-
sation, MAIDS, Delhi, said: “While the government is do-
ing its bit through cessation services at primary level, dedi-
cated counsellors in NCD clinics, dentist training under
NOHP, a comprehensive approach with integration of
stakeholders at various levels is the need of the hour. The
dropout from follow-up still remains huge, and faith in the
treatment low.”Traditional forms of counseling are, for one,
not equitable—the social desirability bias kicks in when
hospitals expect the patient to come back. Plus,
affordability and accessibility to TCCs is an issue for most
who come from lower to lower-middle classes and work
in informal sectors or as daily wage workers. Research-
ers have found that the results of tobacco cessation have
stagnated, or at times gone down, for people with social
disadvantage. While mCessation in the form of encour-
aging text messages or telephonic counselling through
NTQLS has been an innovative solution (as part of WHO’s
Be He@lthy, Be mobile), limited success has been ob-
served. Some of the gaps in successful implementation of
mHealth include voice recognition inaccuracies, network
connectivity issues, poor digital literacy, shoddy interface,
absence of personal connection, poor long-term engage-
ment, and high attrition rates. Integrating mHealth with
innovative solutions such as PSD (Persuasive Systems
Design) or just-in-time-adaptive-intervention (JITAI) that
deliver an intervention in moments of elevated need or
receptivity has shown great promise.

This is where Al can give us a leg up. Mohanty adds
that large language models can bridge the gap of deliv-
ery, provide personalized healthcare systematically, cap-
ture data, and use them in improving the outcomes.”Al
can be harnessed not only through chatbots but also indi-
rectly to train healthcare professionals so they can as-
sess, advise and follow-up with the patients rigorously.
Dr. Debanath emphasised the importance of refresher
training—a component often neglected—which can be
made significantly more accessible and efficient with the
help of Al.”"Monika Arora, Vice President of Research and
Health Promotion at PHFI, believes, “Chatbots and virtual
assistants powered by Al can provide round-the-clock
support, track and monitor tobacco use behavior, offer
evidence-based information, and deliver personalized
motivational messages. Al can also utilize predictive
analytics to identify individuals at higher risk of relapse
and tailor interventions accordingly.”

However, this can’t happen in isolation. All the
interviewees believed that Al should not be thought of as
an alternative but as an adjunct to traditional strategies.
Dr. Arora and others are working on an Al-based model
under Project CARE, where the focus is on “co-develop-
ment with users and healthcare providers” who can come
up with innovative and contextually relevant
solutions.However, all is not rosy with mHealth and Al.
While mobile penetration in the country is good, the lack
of digital literacy might act as a massive deterrent. Debnath
shared a personal anecdote: “My mother has a
smartphone, but she uses it only for calling and WhatsApp.”
Moreover, in this age of digital revolution, when we are
always bombarded with text messages and the ubiqui-
tous ‘ting’ of notifications, the impact of one more mes-
sage needs to be looked at with a fair bit of
skepticism.These newer innovations should be comple-
mented with other time-tested strategies. Plain packag-
ing, which was initiated by Australia for the first time in
2012—and was followed by a wave of countries—should
be considered as the next step to challenge the growing
empire of tobacco corporations. Stronger warnings, higher
taxes, increasing the size of graphic warnings, banning
e-cigarettes, and hiring brand ambassadors cam aid our
efforts.

Checkmate to cognitive decline: Unleashing
the transformative power of chess in India

| indulged in a seven-week sabbatical in India, a
deliberate pause to rejuvenate my mind and spirit. Sur-
rounded by the warmth of my family and immersed in the
familiarity of my hometown, | found the perfect sanctuary
to refocus on my doctoral pursuits. The comforts of home
and the absence of solo responsibilities afforded me the
luxury of dedicating myself fully to my studies — a wel-
come reprieve from the juggling act of living indepen-
dently, working full-time, and shouldering a multitude of
obligations.

Just as my academic momentum began to build, |
craved further cognitive stimulation. My mind began to
wander back to neurobics, a subject dear to many in my
family. Memories of my childhood chess classes resur-
faced, and | recalled how, despite my mother’s consider-
able investment, | had never truly applied myself. Now, an
inexplicable yearning to relearn the game emerged, and
| decided to start by playing with my mother and grandfa-
ther, both formidable players. Their suggestion that | re-
sume formal training sparked a renewed passion within
me. As | recommenced coaching, | felt an invigorating
sense of cognitive vitality, a newfound sense of identity,
and an unexpected tranquillity. My cognitive output was
optimised, and | was astonished by the profound impact
of this simple board game on my mental well-being. The
experience was nothing short of revelatory, leaving me
awestruck by the game’s multifaceted benefits.In the ver-
dant expanse of India’s intellectual terrain, the venerable
game of Chaturanga took root, germinating a profound
legacy of philosophical and strategic thought that would
flourish for centuries. This ancient precursor to modern
chess was an apt metaphor for the classical Indian army,
with its four constituent divisions — infantry, cavalry, el-
ephants, and chariots — serving as a potent allegory for

the delicate interplay of power, wisdom, and artistry.

As Chaturanga traversed the Silk Road, it absorbed
and assimilated diverse influences, evolving into the so-
phisticated game of Shatranj in Persia and eventually,
the modern game of chess in Europe. Yet, despite its geo-
graphical and cultural migrations, the Indian essence of
the game remained an indelible thread, weaving together
the narrative of a civilisation that has consistently prized
intellectual refinement and strategic brilliance.Today,
India’s resurgence in chess supremacy is a testament to
its enduring intellectual legacy. Luminaries like
Praggnanandhaa and Vidit Gujrathi embody the very es-
sence of strategic brilliance, foresight, and analytical acu-
men that once characterised the nation’s monarchs and
scholars. Their mastery of the game is a powerful echo of
India’s storied past, where intellectual pursuits were re-
vered as the highest form of artistic expression.To en-
gage in the game of chess in India is to participate in a
rich cultural dialogue that transcends time and space, in-
voking the ghosts of ancient strategists and philosophers
who once wielded the game as a tool for intellectual re-
finement. Each move on the board reflects the eternal
quest for equilibrium, echoing the Vedic concept of “Rita”
— the cosmic order that governs the universe.

In India, chess represents a sublime confluence of
art, philosophy, and strategy, a synthesis that spans cen-
turies and civilisations. The game remains an enduring
testament to India’s intellectual heritage, a bridge that
spans the ancient and modern, symbolising the nation’s
timeless genius and its unwavering commitment to the
pursuit of knowledge and wisdom.As you immerse your-
self in the strategic world of chess, the game’s cognitive
demands expertly hone your mental faculties. Memory
plays a pivotal role, as recalling intricate patterns, strate-
gies, and moves becomes second nature.
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“Tough call has to be taken against him  Rishikanta Sin

now’: Kris Srikkanth on Abhishek Sharma

Indian opener Abhishek Sharma failed to deliver in
all three games against Zimbabwe in the series that con-
cluded on Sunday. In all three of his innings, Sharma
could not deal with Blessing Muzarambani and the bounce
he created on placid surfaces. In the series before this
against England and Ireland too, Abhishek did not look
his usual self with the bat.Former Indian selector Kris
Srikkanth said teams have started to figure out Abhishek
and that Sanju Samson will return to the Indian side soon.

“Abhishek Sharma has been sorted out (by oppo-
nents) in international cricket, right from the World Cup. |
think a tough call has to be taken against him now. | feel

Saniju will get his chance again now. He will receive a call
back 100%. The selectors will have to take a tough call,”
he said in a video on his YouTube channel.In his last 10
innings, Abhishek has registered only 191 runs with a
solitary half-century. Notably, the southpaw has been dis-
missed for single-digit scores in his last four innings.Out-
of-favour India batter Hanuma Vihari questioned why
Abhishek has received firm backing from the manage-
ment while Samson was sidelined despite leading India
to T20 World Cup glory with three back-to-back match-
winning knocks.“Before the World Cup, Sanju Samson
did not perform in five games and lost his spot in the start-
ing 11. He then made a comeback and became Player of
the Tournament. In that same tournament, how many runs
did Abhishek Sharma make?“In the UK series, apart from
one fifty, there were no scores at all. Not even 20s and
30s, no significant score. One fifty in the last eight matches.
If you include the World Cup, three half-centuries in the
last 18 matches,” Vihari said on his YouTube
channel.Vihari questioned why Samson has not received
the same treatment during patches of poor form.“How
many matches did Samson play in the World Cup? Three.
And fifties in all three. Abhishek’s highest score in the five
matches is 16. Why is no one talking about it? When it
comes to Samson, they say he is inconsistent. Fair enough.
But he can win high-pressure matches on his day.

Sprinter Gurindervir out, long jumper
Sreeshankar qualifies for final

India missed out on a potential Commonwealth
Games medal when the country’s fastest man Gurindervir
Singh crashed out of the men’s 100m event after his
underwhelming timing of 10.39 seconds left him 28th over-
all in the heats. 17 athletes advanced from the opening
roundThe 25-year-old Punjab sprinter, made a decent

start and stayed close to Jamaica’s Rohan Watson before §

fading out in the final 30-35 metres. Watson powered away
to win the heat in 10.13 seconds, with Gurindervir finish-
ing second. Watson was overall ninth and made the semi-
finals on Tuesday.Gurindervir's 10.39 seconds was far
from his best of 10.09 seconds, a national record that he
set at the Federation Cup in Ranchi in May, when he
became the first Indian to run under 10.10
seconds.Sreeshankar makes long jump finalsindian long
jumper M Sreeshankar made the finals of the Common-
wealth Games after breaching the qualifying standard in
his very first attempt here on Monday.Sreeshankar, whose
season’s best is 8.38m, jumped 8.01m here to earn direct
qualification from Group A. The qualification standard has
been set at 8m or at least the 12 best performers.The 27-
year-old is hoping to improve upon on the silver medal
that he won in the 2022 edition of the Games.

Swimmer Sajan qualifies for men’s 200m butterfly
finalTwo-time Olympian Sajan Prakash qualified for the
men’s 200m butterfly final after finishing as the sixth fast-
est swimmer overall in the heats at the Commonwealth
Games.The Indian clocked 1:58.59sec to finish second in
Heat 2 behind Scotland’s Duncan Scott (1:58.29), earn-
ing a place in the eight-man final slated later tonight.
Australia’s Harrison Turner topped the qualification stand-
ings with 1:56.47sec, followed by New Zealand’s Lewis
Clareburt (1:57.35) and England’s Edward Mildred

(1:57.99).Sajan finished ahead of Canada’s Benjamin
Loewen (1:58.87) and Australia’s Matthew Temple
(1:59.06), who completed the list of finalists. The 32-year-
old Indian had set his career-best mark of 1:57.09sec at
the Singapore National Age Group Swimming Champi-
onships earlier this year.Tejas Shirse qualifies for men’s
110m hurdles finalNational record holder Tejas Shirse
became the first Indian to qualify for the men’s 110m
hurdles final at the Commonwealth Games, finishing sixth
overall in the heats with a timing of 13.76 seconds here
on Monday.The 24-year-old Shirse finished third in Heat
1, which was topped by overall leader Samuel Bennett of
England with a timing of 13.20sec.First three in each heat
and the next two fastest advance to the final of the compe-
tition that will held later in the day.Shirse’s season’s best
came last month during the Indian Athletics Series 9 in
Ludhiana where he clocked 13.27sec, which is also the
current national record.

‘Rohit, Kohli can’t take two games to find
groove’: Former batter warns India ODI team

With only 15 months to go for the 2027 ODI World
Cup, the suspense over the futures of Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli continues to absorb the discussion whenever
India take the field in the format.India’s recent 1-2 series
defeat to England has intensified the various discussions
about the senior duo and their role in the squad in the
months ahead. However, both Rohit and Kohli endured
mixed outings in the series as India appeared to be a
settled unit in England.Former India wicket-keeper Deep
Dasgupta has insisted that India cannot afford Rohit and
Kohli to take a couple of games to find their rhythm while
returning for ODI assignments from prolonged breaks.
While the 39-year-old Rohit aggregated 175 runs in three
innings in England, Kohli made 144 runs from as many
outings.

“That has to be a conversation with everyone, not
just them (Kohli and Rohit), that they have to start the
series well and hit the ground running. That is a chal-
lenge. You can’t take one or two games to get into the
groove. But that's where the support staff comes in and
has conversations with the players by creating an envi-
ronment to get the best out of everyone.”There is no con-
versation needed with them about their places in the team.
Four years back, it wasn’t like they had to be reminded
before every series that they would be in the team. They
knew they would be in the team on the back of their per-
formances. So how does that change now? It does not

and should not change,” said Dasgupta on his YouTube
channel.Dasgupta, however, stressed that the discussion
over Rohit and Kohli’s futures are heightened because of
their single-format roles in the national side.“This discus-
sion about their future is getting exaggerated because
they play only one format. When you play multiple for-
mats, if you fail in one but score in the other, the failure is
forgotten. So that’s a challenge for these two that can’t be
denied. People will remember what they last did in this
format because they play only one format. But the conver-
sation with them should be the same as it was three years
ago.”India’s next ODI assignment will not be until two
months from now in late September against West Indies
at home.

‘Abhishek is a player with lot of hype’:
India batter questions Samson s T201 snub

Abhishek Sharma’s prolonged run of poor scores
has led to criticism of the team management for their ‘un-
fair’ preference for the left-handed opener over wicket-
keeper Sanju Samson, who was dropped from the T20I
squad ahead of the Zimbabwe series that concluded on
Sunday.Out-of-favour India batter Hanuma Vihari ques-
tioned why Abhishek has received firm backing from the
management while Samson was sidelined despite lead-
ing India to T20 World Cup glory with three back-to-back
match-winning knocks.

“Before the World Cup, Sanju Samson did not per-
form in five games and lost his spot in the starting 11. He
then made a comeback and became Player of the Tour-
nament. In that same tournament, how many runs did
Abhishek Sharma make?“In the UK series, apart from one
fifty, there were no scores at all. Not even 20s and 30s, no
significant score. One fifty in the last eight matches. If you
include the World Cup, three half-centuries in the last 18
matches,” Vihari said on his YouTube channel.In his last
10 innings since India’s tour to Ireland last month,
Abhishek has registered only 191 runs with a solitary half-
century. Notably, the southpaw has been dismissed on
single-digit scores in his last four innings.Vihari questioned
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why Samson has not received the same treatment during
patches of poor form.“How many matches Samson played
in the World Cup? Three. And fifties in all three. Abhishek’s
highest score in the five matches is 16. Why is no one
talking about it? When it comes to Samson, they say he is
inconsistent. Fair enough. But he can win high-pressure
matches on his day.“Abhishek is a player with a lot of
hype, but Samson is also equal. He has also performed in
the IPL. Why different rules for different players?”The 31-
year-old Samson, who was the World Cup’s Player of the
Tournament, has featured in four innings in Ireland and
England, scoring 33 runs.

150. Now, he has a

GLASGOW 2026

On Sunday night, when Rishikanta Singh
Chanambam walked into the dining hall at the Indian
contingent’s accommodation in Glasgow with a Common-
wealth Games medal, he was not basking in the glory of
the silver medal he won, courtesy of his 264kg lift in men’s
60kg weightlifting. Instead, looking at the kitchen staff of
the Glasgow games, his mind recollected fragments of an
11-year-old kid. A child who used to earn Rs 150 a day
while working at a roadside dhaba near the Ngaihaktang
Makha Maning Leikai village in Imphal, Manipur.

Rishikanta grew up washing utensils, carrying buck-
ets of water and spending his evenings at construction
sites — just so that his family could have food on their
plates. Hours after his achievement, the Indian Navy Petty
Officer found himself reliving the months that shaped
him.“Before | got into sports as a teenager, | worked as a
helper at a local dhaba, washing utensils and carrying
water apart from working at construction sites to earn ex-
tra money for the family. My father, Irabot Singh
Chanambam, worked as a taxi driver, and things were so
bad that we could afford only one meal a day. | remember
eating rice or wheat flour balls without any vegetables,
which my mother, Chandrajini Devi Chanambam, used to
make. For over three months, | worked for Rs 150 per day
to support my family. And today, as | was having dinner
with the silver medal still in my pocket and seeing the
kitchen staff work, | was reminded of all those days. This
medal is for people like me, who have had no support and
had to share the burden of their family,” shared an emo-
tional Rishikanta while speaking to The Indian Express
from Glasgow.At a village fair, a sports teacher noticed
the wiry youngster. Then 12, Rishikanta, who mostly played
football, appeared for trials at the SAl academy at Khuman
Lampak Stadium. He was shortlisted for both boxing and

oh used to wash dishes for Rs
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weightlifting before then coach S Brojendra Singh — cur-
rent secretary of the Manipur Weightlifting Association —
made the final call. When Rishikanta came to the trials, he
was very thin, but his muscles were very strong. | could
see the willpower in his eyes, and he took up weightlifting
with natural ease,” remembers coach Singh.

The stadium, which had nurtured champions such
as Mirabai Chanu, also gave Rishikanta something he
had never taken for granted — regular meals. “Training at
the sports complex meant that | did not have to worry
about meal time during the time of training. | would visit
the local sports shops to get the local shoes and belts
modified with stuff from discarded belts or shoes,” shared
Rishikanta.After turning 18, Rishikanta stepped away from
the sport for nearly a year. With the family still battling
financial hardship and no job or financial security in sight,
he stayed home, convinced his weightlifting journey had
ended.“l was demotivated. My family would talk about all
the hardships and how those who could afford it could not
win medals, and we did not have any idea about a job
through sports. It was when the then Manipur Weightlifting
Association secretary, Sunil Elangbam, called me and
asked me about my training. | told him that | had left
weightlifting due to my family’s financial condition and
that | was not eligible for the SAI Academy. Sunil sir told
me about the newly opened Weightlifting Centre of Excel-
lence in Takyel in Imphal, and | gave the trials and was
selected for that. It was like a new life for me,” remembers
the weightlifter.Rishikanta became national champion in
the men’s 55kg category in 2019 before winning gold at
the Commonwealth Championships in Samoa later that
year. The same season also brought him financial secu-
rity through a job with the Indian Navy.

On Sunday, Rishikanta became the first male
weightlifter from Manipur to win a medal in the Common-
wealth Games. He knows how he is going to celebrate
the medal. “I will hand this medal to my parents and my
brothers and sisters who always believed in me. When |
started earning, | also made a point to help youngsters in
whatever way | could so that anybody can become like
me. And | plan to do it this time too.”There is, however,
one phone call he wants to make before anything
else.“When | worked at the dhaba, | had a friend who has
now shifted to Guwabhati. | will call him and tell him about
this medal. | also hope that the dhaba owner will tell his
customers that a Commonwealth Games medallist once
washed dishes in his kitchen.”

From ‘curse’ to crown: How Delhi teen
Anahat Singh scripted Indian squash hlstory

It was Anahat Singh’s fifth and, importantly, final
chance to get it right at the World Juniors Championships
in Canada.She had four quarterfinals, one bronze, plenty
of deja vu, and even a French coach to match. Gregory
Gaultier had been in her tactical corner as coach, the
squash legend most famous for losing four Senior World
Championship finals before winning the fifth, to teach her
precisely how to handle this last week.

The 18-year-old from Delhi, whose father is a lawyer
and mother an interior designer, had called the World
Juniors a “curse” because she kept missing the title. When
she broke the curse, she became India’s first-ever world
title holder among women.On Saturday in Ontario, finally,
the teen prodigy made up for all misses and ended Egypt’s
run of 13 straight titles, after beating three from the squash
powerhouse in the quarters, semis and finals.The attack-
ing player with Indian flair and Gregorian gumption de-
feated Ruqaiyya Salem 11-3, 11-7, 11-9 to ensure a non-
Egyptian won the World Juniors for the first time since
2011. India’s last finalist was Joshana Chinappa in 2005.

“l still feel like I'm dreaming,” Anahat told World
Squash. “This tournament has been the worst tournament
for me. | have been losing in the semis and quarters over
the last four years. | have always said, if anyone asked,
‘This tournament’s a curse’, and | have never been able
to play well in the event. This is my last year [as a junior]
and my only chance to win it. It means the world.”Anahat
played badminton in her early years, picked the wristy
deception from there and was star-struck by her hero P V
Sindhu at the last Commonwealth Games. She is also
World No 20 in seniors, and had won her first Profes-
sional Squash Association title in Washington earlier. She
was preparing for her exams in May. “I’'m pushing through
school work for exams in May,” she had said. By July, she
had passed a bigger test in the glass coliseum.Multiple
title-winner and her predecessor Dipika Pallikal, just like
Joshana, tried many times but always came up against
the Egyptians. The powerhouse has set the benchmark in
world squash for many decades, creating an incredible
ecosystem — world-class coaching, fierce domestic com-
petition and a culture where young players grow up be-
lieving they belong at the very top.“So when you play an
Egyptian, you are not just playing an individual; you are
playing someone who has come through one of the tough-
est systems in the sport,” Dipika explained.Breaking that
stranglehold was extremely difficult because they are tech-
nically gifted, tactically smart and mentally very resilient.
“Every win against them is earned. That’'s why whenever
someone from outside Egypt wins a major title, it's a sig-
nificant moment for world squash. So for her to beat that

Raja Muthupandi

streak of Egyptians winning this title and get one for India
is fantastic,” Dipika said.

India’s best squash brain Saurav Ghosal mentors
Anahat, while Stephane Galifi runs her day-to-day train-
ing and moulded her mindset — stay attacking, but pre-
pare for Plan B, C and D.“Anahat is a good court mover
and likes to dominate the volley,” Gaultier had said ear-
lier, adding that the coaching team would help her iden-
tify crucial junctures when to attack Egyptians who were
skilled, had no fear, and played with a certain stomp.After
wins over Lily Wilson (Australia), Pui Yin Chloe (Hong
Kong) and Douce Ye San Lee (Malaysia), Anahat dropped
only two sets to Egyptians Habiba Rizk and Barb Samah.
But her dominance was evident in beating three on the
trot from Egypt to win the title. “I'm teaching her solutions
instead of dwelling on frustrations,” Gaultier, who had ex-
perienced the depths of loss, had said, reminding her,
“you are doing what you love. So no complaints.”“She’s
gifted, tricky and has a great squash IQ. You can’t fast
forward experience, oui?” he had said.Dipika acknowl-
edged the significance of India’s first title, and Anahat’s
resilience.“Titles are never just about a trophy. They rep-
resent years of discipline, sacrifice and the ability to de-
liver when the pressure is at its highest. Winning a title
like this tells you that you are not just talented — you have
learned how to handle expectations, adapt through a tour-
nament and finish the job. That's what separates champi-
ons from contenders. This is a huge testament to her abil-
ity to become one of the best squash players in the world.
So | hope this is just the beginning,” she said.The Indian
was on song and barely realised she was trailing in the
third. “I focussed on hitting the lines,” Anahat said.Dipika,
aformer Top 10 herself, predicted a strong future. “Anahat
has all the ingredients to establish herself among the
world’s elite. She has the talent, the temperament and,
importantly, the willingness to learn,” she said.

wins silver in 63kg

weighlifting, India’s fourth medal at CWG 2026

Raja Muthupandi won India’s fourth medal of the
2026 Commonwealth Games, and third in weightlifting,
by winning silver in men’s 65kg late on the fourth day in
Glasgow. Muthupandi had a best lift of 126kg in snatch
and 160kg in clean and jerk. His total lift was 286kg.
Malaysia’s Aznil Bidin won gold with a Games record lift
of 299kg while Papua New Guinea’s Morea Baru won
bronze with 282kg at the SEC Armadillo.

Itis India’s third medal in weightlifting and fourth over-
all at Glasgow 2026. Rishikanta Singh had won silver
earlier in the day in men’s 60kg while Mirabai Chanu later
won an incredible third consecutive CWG gold in women’s
48kg. The medal marks a remarkable turnaround for
Muthupandi, who has dealt with a host of injury and health
setbacks in recent years. He secured a flight to Glasgow
by winning the national title and setting a new national
record.Muthupandi was unsuccesfull in his first attempt at
lifting 126kg in snatch. He then did it with his second but
then couldn’t lift the 129kg he had listed for his third at-
tempt. In clean and jerk, he failed to lift 158kg the first time

around but still added two more kilos and remarkably lifted
160kg in his second attempt. He then attempted a Games
record 170kg but dropped the weight before he even be-
gan his clean action.

The 26-year-old had suffered a ligament tear in his
right elbow during Snatch at the at 2019 Commonwealth
Championship that required surgery. This was followed
by a lengthy gap in training and he could make his return-
ing only at the 2021 National Championship where he
finished 3rd and narrowly missed qualification for CWG
2022.Earlier, Mirabai Chanu dominated the field in
women’s 48kg to win her third consecutive gold and her
fourth consecutive medal overall at the Commonwealth
Games. Mirabai had started off by listing 82kg as her first
lift in snatch. While she was unsuccesfull in her first at-
tempt, Mirabai almost made it look effortless with her sec-
ond. She then went on to break the Commonwealth record
itself with her third lift of 85kg. It was the same for her
clean and jerk, she listed a Games record 105kg as her
first lift.
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“Cried like a child’: Cochin Haneefa Ppapkaj Tripathi’s Ohh My Dog postponed, director
kept his fatal illness a secret from

friend Mammootty

Cochin Haneefa was renowned not just as a phe-
nomenal actor but also as an exceptional writer-director.
In a career spanning close to 40 years, he appeared in
over 300 films across Malayalam, Tamil, Hindi, and Telugu
languages, winning the hearts of audiences wherever he
set foot. Haneefa was also a beloved figure among indus-
try insiders, and almost everyone still has only the nicest
things to say about him.

The unbreakable bond between Mammootty, Cochin
HaneefaWhile he shared a warm bond with almost every-
one around him, Malayalam megastar Mammootty held a
special place in Cochin Haneefa’s heart. In fact, the only
time Malayalees saw Mammootty, widely considered as
the regional film industry’s Valyettan (big brother), cry in
public was when the actor-director died. The image of a
highly emotional Mammootty struggling to pacify a sob-
bing Maniyanpilla Raju during one of the moments fol-
lowing Haneefa’s death still remains etched in
Malayalees’ minds.Cinema Anatomy | Jana Nayagan:
Vijay’s propaganda film makes even Sura and Villu look
like masterpiecesFor the unfamiliar, Cochin Haneefa died
at the age of 59 in February 2010. He had been unwell for
some time due to liver-related problems. However, not
even his closest friends in the industry knew about his
ilnness till the last minute, as he did not wish to burden
others with his woes. By the time the megastar and others
learned of his condition, it was too late.During a 2023
episode of his podcast, Mukesh Speaking, actor-politi-

Whois Samreen Kau

cian Mukesh recalled the Malayalam megastar’s reaction
to Haneefa’s illness and eventual death. He recalled
Mammootty “sobbing like a little child,” heartbroken that
he couldn’t save Haneefa.“When talking about Haneefa,
there’s no way one can skip mentioning Mammootty’s
name. | can only wonder why they weren’t born as broth-
ers. Mammootty had that much love for Haneefa, and the
latter had double the love for him. While Haneefa was
expressive, Mammootty wasn’'t as much. Yet, his love for
Haneefa was always evident,” Mukesh shared.Mukesh
recalls Mammootty’s grief over Cochin Haneefa’s
demiseHe continued, “That's why when Haneefa left us,
Mammootty burst out crying like a little child. His crying
was mostly because... until the very end, until his condi-
tion got very bad, Haneefa didn’t tell anyone about his
disease or that his condition was serious. He kept it a
secret, and only in the final days did people realise it. By
then, his condition had reached such a stage that he could
no longer be saved. That's why Mammootty cried.”Those
were heart-melting scenes. Mammootty wasn'’t just cry-
ing; he was scolding Haneefa, saying, ‘Couldn’t he have
told me at least? | would have taken him anywhere in the
world for treatment.’ Those were the moments that made
us realise how innocent he is as a person,” Mukesh
added.Following Haneefa’s death, Mammootty wrote on
social media, “I lost my best friend. My heartfelt tribute to
Cochin Haneefa... pray for him.”From villain roles to mas-
ter director: Cochin Haneefa’s cinematic journeyCochin
Haneefa made his acting debut in 1972 with Azhimukham.
However, most of his early roles were villainous. By the
1980s, Haneefa had become a notable actor. In 1985, he
made his directorial debut with Oru Sandesham Koodi,
starring Mammootty. In 1986, he wrote and directed the
legal drama Moonnu Masangalku Mumbu, also starring
the megastar.He also helmed movies such as Oru
Sindoora Pottinte Ormaykku (1987), Aankiliyude Tharattu
(1987), Paasa Paravaigal (1988), Paadatha Thenikkal
(1988), Veena Meettiya Vilangukal (1990), Pagalil
Pournami (1990), Vatsalyam (1993), and Bheesmacharya
(1994), before shifting his focus entirely to acting.Cochin
Haneefa is best known for his performances in movies
such as Kireedam, Chenkol, Punjabi House, Mannar
Mathai Speaking, Devaasuram, Praja, Arayannangalude
Veedu, Sathyam Sivam Sundaram, Swapnakoodu,
Mazhathullikkilukkam, Meesa Madhavan, Kunjikoonan,
CID Moosa, Kilichundan Mampazham, Pulivaal
Kalyanam, and Thilakkam, among others.Meanwhile, a
big dream that Haneefa left behind 16 years ago finally
became a reality recently as the family of the beloved
actor moved into their own home.

r? Meet actor-model

who is dating cricketer Arshdeep Singh

Actor-model Samreen Kaur is making headlines af-
ter Indian pacer Arshdeep Singhindian cricketer Arshdeep
Singh has confirmed his relationship with actor and model
Samreen Kaur.Weeks after fuelling dating rumours, In-
dian fast bowler Arshdeep Singh has officially introduced
Samreen Kaur as ‘my person’ on Instagram. The cricketer
put an end to weeks of dating speculation by making his
relationship with actor-model Samreen Kaur Instagram
official.The cricketer shared two loved-up pictures con-
firming what fans had long suspected, and the post went
viral in no time. The post now has more than 2.2 million
likes, along with congratulatory messages pouring in from
fans and fellow cricketers.Born on September 7, 1999,
Samreen Kaur hails from Jammu and Kashmir. She first
stepped into the spotlight as a finalist representing the
state at the Femina Miss India 2018 pageant before pur-
suing a career in modelling and acting. She later com-
pleted her B.Com (Honours) from Symbiosis College of
Arts and Commerce, Pune.Actor-model Samreen Kaur is
making headlines after Indian pacer Arshdeep Singh
Samreen Kaur hails from Jammu and Kashmir.

Samreen made her acting debut with Kabir Khan’s
83 and later appeared in the ZEE5 web series Nail Polish
and featured in the film Sardaar Ji 2. She has also fea-
tured in Punjabi projects and gained immense popularity
through music videos with artists including Badshah, Guru
Randhawa, Jubin Nautiyal, Jass Manak and Maninder
Buttar, making her a familiar face among young
audiences.Actor-model Samreen Kaur is making head-
lines after Indian pacer Arshdeep Singh Samreen Kaur is
an actor and model.Apart from films, Samreen has built a
massive social media presence, where she regularly
shares fashion, travel and lifestyle content. Her popularity
has continued to grow over the years, making her one of
the emerging faces in the entertainment industry.Before
her relationship with Arshdeep Singh became official,

Samreen Kaur was also rumoured to be dating popular
YouTuber Ashish Chanchlani. However, both had dis-
missed the speculation, clarifying that they were close
friends and not romantically involved. In a later interac-
tion, Samreen revealed that their bond had changed over
time due to personal reasons, while emphasising that they
continued to have mutual respect.Actor-model Samreen
Kaur is making headlines after Indian pacer Arshdeep
Singh Samreen Kaur was earlier rumoured to be dating
popular YouTuber Ashish ChanchlaniSamreen Kaur and
Arshdeep Singh’s dating rumoursRumours about
Samreen and Arshdeep’s relationship first surfaced dur-
ing the IPL 2026 season, when she was spotted cheering
for the Punjab Kings pacer and the duo was seen to-
gether on multiple occasions.While both remained silent
initially, Arshdeep’s latest Instagram post has now offi-
cially confirmed their relationship.

says ‘won’t repeat’ OMG 2 clash mistake

Pankaj Tripathi's upcoming film Ohh My Dog has
been postponed by a week amid Spider-Man Brand New
Day releasePankaj Tripathi's upcoming film Ohh My Dog
has been postponed by a week amid Spider-Man Brand
New Day releasePankaj Tripathi’s upcoming family en-
tertainer Ohh My Dog was set to hit the theatres in July 31.
However, the release date of the film has been postponed
by a week. It is now scheduled to debut on the big screens
on August 7. While talking to SCREEN exclusively, the
film’s director Amit Rai revealed that the reason behind
the postponement is lesser screens and a clash with other
big releases. He also admitted making a mistake by re-
leasing his Akshay Kumar, Pankaj Tripathi starrer OMG 2
with Sunny Deol's Gadar 2, in 2023.When asked about
pushing the release date of his film Ohh My Dog, he
shared, “We made a practical decision because the
screens will get occupied with Spider Man. Already Odys-
sey has taken over the theatres, and Dhamaal 4 is also
screening in two shows. So, our base is a family audience
and it will be scattered in all these films, a big chunk will
go to Spider-Man Brand New Day. There won'’t even be a
chance of increasing the number of screens.”

The director also opened up about the positive re-
sponse the upcoming movie received from his close
friends and family. “l can’t say no to close friends, so we

have been doing special group screenings. | wanted re-
actions, so we have done it in Jaipur, Lucknow, and
Calcutta. The reactions are very positive, and that made
me take the decision overnight. The reaction of the audi-
ence, especially children, was tremendous, more than
expected,” he said.Rai also recalled making a big mis-
take of releasing his film OMG 2 on the same date Gadar
2 was premiering, and the latter turning out to become the
winner. “l didn’t want that positive response to stay limited
to close friends. It has to go to people and become big. My
last film had the same fate, the crew and my friends loved
it. They wanted it to be showcased in schools, but it got an
‘A’ certificate. Despite that, | kept saying that the release
date should be changed,” he elaborated.He continued,
“But, it was announced by then and the film was released
with Gadar 2. Even with the competition, my film earned
Rs 188 crore, but Gadar 2 collected Rs 500-600 crore. If
OMG 2 had a solo release, it would have comfortably
earned Rs 300-350 crore. It shouldn’t have been released
with Gadar 2, so | don’t want to repeat history. | will not
make the same mistake again.”

In a statement to the media, filmmaker Amit Rai spoke
about the decision and said that Spider-Man is expected
to “create history” with an opening of “around Rs 50 crore,”
leaving little room for other films. “Even after making such
a good film, the reason won’t be anything else... the rea-
son will be that we simply won’t have the space to occupy
screens,” he mentioned.Explaining the postponement of
Ohh My Dog, Rai said the team decided to “step aside
briefly,” delay the release by a week, and return when
audiences had already watched the bigger releases. “By
then, there will be a little space, and we might be able to
grow there.”Besides Tripathi, Ohh My Dog also stars
Pavan Malhotra and Maahi Rai. The family drama tells
the story of a young child’s pure bond with a stray dog and
handling the major problem of dog trafficking. It also fea-
tures canine stars Oscar and Bruno, along with more than
250 real dogs.Major clash with Odyssey and Spider
ManFor the unversed, Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey
hit the theatres last week and has been performing well at
the box office. It has already crossed $600 million glo-
bally. On the other hand, Marvel’'s much-awaited Spider-
Man: Brand New Day is also releasing next week, on July
31.Having said that, Spider Man is missing an IMAX re-
lease because Nolan’s The Odyssey secured a world-
wide four-week IMAX exclusivity window from July 17,
2026. This block leaves no IMAX screens available for
the Marvel release.

Aishwarya Lekshmi calls Kangana Ranaut a
‘mad genius,’ praises her Parliament speeches

Actor Aishwarya Lekshmi has offered a glowing en-
dorsement of Kangana Ranaut, calling the actor-turned-
politician a “mad genius” and praising her growth as a
public speaker and her work in Parliament.“l love Kangana
Ranaut. | feel like she is a mad genius,” Aishwarya said in
a conversation with Galatta Plus. “l like how she taught
herself to talk well and be a good orator. | love the speeches
she gives in Parliament.”

Kangana Ranaut arrived in Mumbai as a teenager
from Manali in Himachal Pradesh with no backing, no
formal training in acting, and limited command over En-
glish or Hindi. She has spoken openly about how she
was mocked in the early years of her career for her accent
and her lack of polish. Over the next decade, she taught
herself to speak fluently in both languages, worked on
her diction, and went on to win four National Film Awards
for Best Actress, a record matched by very few in Hindi
cinema. Her performances in Queen, Tanu Weds Manu
Returns, Fashion and Manikarnika established her as one
of the most acclaimed actors of her generation.

In 2024, she entered politics, winning the Mandi Lok
Sabha seat as a BJP candidate, and has since made
several interventions in Parliament, including speeches
during the Women’s Reservation Bill debate. Her political
positions and confrontational public style have made her
a deeply polarising figure, but even her critics have ac-
knowledged her oratory skills on the floor of the
House.Aishwarya Lekshmi’s trajectory has its own ver-
sion of that story. Born in Thiruvananthapuram, she com-
pleted her MBBS from Sree Narayana Institute of Medical
Sciences in Ernakulam before entering modelling in 2014
and making her acting debut in 2017 with the Malayalam
film Njandukalude Nattil Oridavela. Her breakthrough came
the same year with Mayaanadhi opposite Tovino Tho-
mas. She went on to work across three languages, ap-
pearing in Varathan and Kumari in Malayalam, Gargi and

Niharika NM recalls rejecting a film due
to intimate scenes: ‘Actor didn’t want body double’

Niharika NM, who is gearing up for her upcoming
film Bhai tera Star Hai opposite Raghav Juyal, started her
journey as a content creator. However, she revealed in a
recent interview, that making humorous reels and sketches
wasn’t her ultimate goal. The actor-influencer wanted to
become an actor but the journey as a newcomer was
challenging in Bollywood. She also recalled rejecting a
film due to its ‘intimacy clause’.During a chat with News18,
she shared, “When | had moved to Bombay three-four
years ago, | spent three years training under a production
house. | had gone to film school and I've a background in
theatre.”

The actor-content creator continued, “l definitely
wanted to give acting a shot. | didn’t know how far it would
go or what | exactly wanted to do. All | knew was that | was
passionate about it and | enjoyed it.” But, she soon de-
cided to stop struggling for an offer in Bollywood and started
auditioning in South cinema, implying Hindi film industry’s
unrealistic beauty standards.”l tried in Hindi films first but
| didn’t enjoy the standards that were set for women — how
they should look or how their skin tone should be. | thought
that it's not the space | should fight in. It was also a very
crowded space,” she said.

Later on, Niharika went on to sign a three-film deal
with Karthik Subbaraj’'s production house, Stone Bench

Films. She added, “But midway through my training pro-
cess with them, | turned down really good South films
which did wonders at the box office. | couldn’t believe it! |
was bound by contract. That will remain one of my biggest
regrets. But I'm happy for whoever did it. And once the
contract ended, there was no stopping me. Then | phelo-
ed like raita across films of different languages.”But, that
was another difficult path to walk, as she didn’t want to do
intimate scenes on-screen. “There were so many reasons
why | got rejected from films. It all sounds hilarious at this
point. There was one particular film | was supposed to do.
It was being made by this great director. | grew up watch-
ing him. He handpicked me. | had auditioned for the part.
The look test was done.”She shared, “The contract was
sent to my house and | had signed it. There was this inti-
macy clause in it and | had told them that I'm not comfort-
able doing onscreen intimacy. They were fine with it and
were planning on going ahead with a body double. But
the actor wasn’t okay doing the scene with a body double.
He wasn't interested. It was his call. Then it became a
situation of this or that.”Niharika NM marked her interna-
tional debut with a guest voice role in the American sitcom
Big Mouth season 7 in 2023. She also made her South
debut in the Tamil film Perusu last year, followed by Mithra
Mandali and Idhayam Murali.

Ponniyin Selvan in Tamil, and Ammu in Telugu.Like
Kangana, Aishwarya has no family connections in the
film industry. She has spoken in the past about the pres-
sure women face in the industry to conform, including in
interviews where she has been vocal about society’s ob-
session with marriage and the limited space given to fe-
male-led stories.The comments have drawn a mixed re-
sponse online, with some appreciating Aishwarya’s will-
ingness to express admiration for a controversial figure,
and others questioning the praise given Kangana’s politi-
cal positions. Neither actor has responded to the online
reaction so far.

Karan Johar to host The Traitors
Season 2, premieres on August 13

Mumbai: Filmmaker Karan Johar is all set to return
as a host for the second season of the reality show “The
Traitors”, which will start streaming from August 13.

Collaborating with independent distributor All3Media
International for the local adaptation of IDTV’s BAFTA and
Emmy Award-winning global format, season two is pro-
duced by Dharmatic Entertainment.21 celebrity players
will battle for the grand prize and the coveted title.

Nikhil Madhok, Director and Head of Originals, Prime
Video, India said: “The Traitors has become one of Prime
Video India’s most defining reality franchises, transform-
ing the genre with its unique blend of intelligent gameplay,
psychological strategy, and riveting
entertainment.”“Audiences across the country were
hooked by its emotionally charged mind games and raw,
unfiltered drama. With season two, the stakes are higher,
the gameplay is sharper, the drama is more intense, and
the new line-up of players will keep audiences on the
edge of their seats at every turn.”“We’re thrilled to have
Karan Johar return as the host and master orchestrator,
and we can’t wait for audiences to experience another
extraordinary season.”The Indian adaptation of The Trai-
tors struck a powerful chord with viewers in its very first
season, and we couldn’t be more delighted to see it re-
turn for another thrilling chapter.
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