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First hydrogen train chugs off from Jind as
Modi lauds success of ‘Make in India’

New Delhi, July 17
PM Narendra Modi on Friday flagged off the country’s

first hydrogen-powered passenger train from Jind, term-
ing it the “longest and most powerful such train in the
world”.

Addressing a gathering at the HUDA ground after
inaugurating the train, the PM equated the moment with
the launch of the first-ever train in India during the British
era in 1853, which ran between Mumbai and Thane. “The
name of Jind has been booked in the annals of history as
the first hydrogen-powered train has started operating be-
tween Jind and Sonepat,” he said.

The PM said there were huge possibilities of the ex-
pansion of the hydrogen train after its launch between
Jind and Sonepat. “We will continue to conduct research
on it to bring down its cost and improve the efficiency,” he
said, adding that hydrogen-powered trains had started
about seven-eight years ago and only three-four coun-
tries had the capability to operate such trains.

He said, “Every Indian will be proud to know that this
is the most powerful hydrogen train with 3200 horsepower.
This is also the longest train as the rest of the countries
have just three-four coaches, while India has launched
the 10-coach train.”

The PM said this was an apt example of make in
India as it was designed and manufactured by Indian sci-
entists and a local company.

The PM said the recent changes in the Railways had
proved beneficial for the country. He said due to the war
in West Asia, the Strait of Hormuz had been affected for
months, impacting the supply of petroleum products and

fertilisers.
“Had such a situation (the war in west Asia) arisen

before 2014, the Railways would have been in a deep
crisis because at that time, major operations of trains
were dependent on diesel-run engines. However, that’s
no longer the case. Modi thinks in advance and also
finds solutions,” he said.

He said the electrification of the train network started
in 1925 and by 2014, only about one-third of the net-
work had been electrified, while nearly 70 per cent re-
mained dependent on diesel. At that pace, it would have
taken around 300 years to fully electrify the network, he
said, adding that in the past 12 years, nearly 99 per cent
of the railway network had been electrified. He said that
was the reason why Indian trains had not taken a halt
despite the diesel crisis.

The PM said a strong rail and road network had
been created in the country, which had accelerated
growth. “Jind has been connected by five national high-
ways. It will allow connectivity to farmers for selling pro-
duce, and will create new jobs,” he said.

The Prime Minister said efforts were being made
for the Olympic Games to be held in India in 2036.

Modi said he held discussions with the governments
of Australia and New Zealand on sports. “In the coming
times, India will work together with both countries on
several aspects, including the sports industry and train-
ing of athletes. This will greatly benefit the youth of
Haryana as well,” he said.

152 paper leaks in past decade but
zero conviction: Rahul Gandhi

Dehradun, July 17
Stepping up the Congress’ campaign over pa-

per leaks, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Friday alleged that not a single person had
been punished despite 152 paper leak cases over the

past decade, asserting that the system was failing
millions of honest students.Addressing the second
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ (Voice of Students) rally at
Dehradun’s Bannu School Ground, Rahul claimed
nearly 7.5 crore students had suffered because of re-
peated paper leaks while the conviction rate remained
“zero”.

He said there had been an average of one paper
leak every month over the last 10 years, yet no ac-
cused had been brought to justice.

Calling paper leaks one of the gravest injustices
faced by youngsters, Rahul alleged that a small sec-
tion exploited corruption and money power to manipu-
late the examination system, leaving the overwhelm-
ing majority of students at a disadvantage. He claimed

honest and economically weaker students bore the
brunt while those with influence found an alternative
route to success through leaked papers.

The Congress leader further alleged that sophis-
ticated technology was being used to facilitate paper
leak rackets, claiming question papers were circulated

through platforms such as Telegram and Signal
for huge sums of money.

He said the reported cases represented only
a fraction of the actual scale of the problem, argu-
ing that many leaks never came to light.

Seeking to distance the event from partisan
politics, Gandhi said the programme was not a po-
litical rally but a platform to discuss the future of
students, the education system and the challenges
confronting the country’s youth.

He also interacted with students during the
event and invited them to share their experiences
and suggestions on tackling paper leaks.

Rahul also listed what he described as four
major injustices confronting students -- the rising
cost of education, shrinking opportunities, intense

competition that leaves very few people successful,
and the growing menace of paper leaks.

He said the discussion should now focus on
identifying those responsible for the leaks and evolv-
ing solutions to restore the credibility of the examina-
tion system.

The Dehradun event, attended by around 15,000
students, parents and others, was the second edition
of the Congress’ ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ campaign after
its launch in Kota, Rajasthan, on June 17.

Before Rahul arrived at the venue, the atmo-
sphere resembled a concert, with several music per-
formances and youth dancing to a series of songs.
Rapper Karma also performed during the event, en-
tertaining the crowd before the Congress leader took
the stage.

Telangana Seeks Centre’s
Help To Fight El Nino

 Hyderabad: The
Telangana Cabinet on Fri-
day decided to write to the
Centre seeking urgent fi-
nancial assistance and
intervention to tackle the
drought-like conditions
prevailing due to the im-
pact of El Nino. The Cabi-
net meeting chaired by
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy also decided to
submit a report detailing
the adverse impact of the
rainfall deficit on agricul-
ture, allied sectors, drink-
ing water, irrigation, and
the livelihoods of rural
labourers.

Briefing the media
on the details of the meet-
ing, minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said that
the state government
would urge the Centre to
depute a special team to
assess the ground situa-
tion and extend financial
assistance for implement-
ing El Nino contingency
plans. The cabinet noted
that Telangana was facing
nearly a 40 per cent rain-
fall deficit, raising serious
concerns over agriculture,
water availability and

power supply.
Revanth Reddy di-

rected all departments to
prepare contingency ac-
tion plans to address
drinking water supply, irri-
gation, agriculture and un-
interrupted power supply.
In view of the India Me-
teorological Depart-ment's
warning that the situation
could worsen, he in-
structed all departments
to remain fully prepared
with advance measures.

The Cabinet directed
collectors to ensure that

no drinking water scarcity
arose anywhere. Officials
were asked to respond
promptly to public com-
plaints and take measures
to prevent hardship to the
people. All available wa-
ter in reservoirs and irriga-
tion projects should be
prioritised for drinking wa-
ter needs.

The government
also decided to ensure
uninterrupted power sup-
ply. Officials were in-
structed to make adequate
arrangements for power
generation and purchase

electricity, if required.
Appealing to farm-

ers to adapt to the prevail-
ing conditions, the Cabi-
net advised them to avoid
cultivating water-intensive
crops and instead opt for
crops that require less
water. It also decided to
conduct statewide aware-
ness programmes and
public meetings to edu-
cate people about the im-
pact of El Nino, the pre-
vailing drought conditions,
available water resources
and the precautions farm-
ers should take.

Satish Reddy's Suspension Triggers Dissent
Within Telangana Congress

Party Workers Question PCC's Decision, Demand Fair Inquiry Before Disciplinary Action
By Our Special Correspondent  Hyderabad: The

Telangana Pradesh Congress Committee (PCC)'s
decision to suspend senior Congress leader and
former Kukatpally constituency Congress president
Sheri Satish Reddy has sparked widespread debate
within the party. The move has drawn criticism from
Congress workers and leaders, who claim the action
was taken without following the party's established
disciplinary procedures.““According to party mem-
bers, the suspension was reportedly based on alle-
gations that Satish Reddy collected money from a
local builder. However, several Congress leaders
contend that disciplinary action should have been
preceded by a formal notice, an opportunity for ex-
planation, and an inquiry by the party's disciplinary

committee.““Workers Question Due
Process“Congress workers argue that the suspen-
sion sends an adverse message to grassroots lead-
ers who have worked for the party for many years.
They maintain that the Congress has traditionally
encouraged internal democracy and believe disciplin-
ary measures should only follow a transparent
investigation.““Several activists also questioned
whether acting on allegations raised by political op-
ponents without an internal verification process could
weaken confidence among party workers.““Supporters
Highlight Long Association“Supporters described
Satish Reddy as a committed Congress leader who
remained with the party even during politically diffi-

cult periods. They said he has consistently worked
to strengthen the organisation and supported party
activities over the years.““Many workers expressed
concern that such disciplinary action could demoral-
ize long-serving leaders and grassroots activists ahead
of important elections.““Demand for Leadership
Intervention:Party workers have appealed to Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy, senior Congress lead-
ers, and the PCC leadership to review the suspen-
sion and ensure that any disciplinary action is based
on a fair and transparent inquiry.“With Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) elections
and other key political challenges approaching, sev-
eral Congress leaders believe unity within the party
should remain a priority.
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Elephant trackers, face recognition database to
scan ‘suspects’, drones to avoid stampede: What’s
new in Ahmedabad’s 149th Jagannath Rath Yatra

Karnataka Lokayukta seeks governor’s
nod to prosecute MLA Zameer Ahmed Khan

 Elephants that will be part of the 149th Rath Yatra
procession to be held on July 16, will have a GPS tracker
sound monitoring sensors, gyroscope based movement
detectors and be under live surveillance to prevent inci-
dents like last year when two elephants ran amok injur-
ing two and trampling on a media crew camera, causing
panic.Taking no chances the Ahmedabad City Police will
be using advanced “Gajarakshak” Elephant Monitoring
System to enhance both public safety and animal wel-
fare.

Each of the 18 elephants that will take part in the 16-
km-long procession, will be equipped with these devices
for real-time monitoring from the Central Control Room.
PI Dhenu Thakar told the Indian Express, “The system
will enable early detection of abnormal movement, ex-
cessive noise exposure, and route deviations, allowing
immediate response by police, mahouts, veterinary
teams, and Quick Response Teams (QRTs).”Ahmedabad
Rath Yatra is the largest after the Puri-Jagannath yatra
which sees nearly one lakh participants and passes
through the narrow streets of the old city, including areas
known to be communally sensitive.Facial Recognition at
temple entryThe Ahmedabad City Police will use its in-
house developed PINAC 2.0 Facial Recognition System
at the main gate of the Jagannath Temple. The AI-en-
abled system is integrated with a database of over 65,000
known pickpockets and other criminals, enabling real-
time identification of suspicious persons and strengthen-
ing preventive security measures for devotees during the
festival.AI-Based Stampede Avoidance SystemThe De-
tection of Crime Branch (DCB) will deploy more than 65
drones for continuous aerial surveillance across the
RathYatra route, covering live crowd monitoring, proces-
sion movement, traffic regulation, sensitive locations, and
critical junctions as part of AI-based Stampede avoid-
ance System that was introduced in the 2025 Rath Yatra.It
will calculate the density of people in a particular area of
certain square metres and determine, based on space
parameters, if a stampede is imminent or not. Based on
the results of this system, alerts will be sent out to officers
deployed in the Rath Yatra, to disperse crowds at certain
places to avoid the unfortunate outcome of a stampede.A
network of 3,465 CCTV cameras across 84 points will
provide continuous monitoring of the entire Rath Yatra

route, with special focus on vulnerable and dark zones to
ensure that no critical location remains uncovered. The
integrated surveillance system will enable faster incident
detection, improved coordination, and effective law-and-
order management.Further, at least 2,862 Police person-
nel deployed during the Rath Yatra will have body worn
cameras while there will also be vehicle-mounted cam-
eras on modified Isuzu pick-up trucks and mobile control
rooms.There will be 44 Public Assistance Stalls while
personnel will have Pocket Voice amplifiers, and speak-
ers to make announcements for public movement as well
as to facilitate announcements regarding missing per-
sons, emergency information, public advisories, and other
important communications.

There will be more than 30,000 uniformed person-
nel and officers of the local and armed police deployed
during the Rath Yatra, which comes to about 1,875 per
kilometre of the Rath Yatra through the old city of
Ahmedabad.These will include local police, State Re-
serve Police Force (SRPF), Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF), and Home Guards. There will be a total of 19
Bomb Detection and Disposal Squad (BDDS) teams, Dog
Squad units,15 Quick Response Teams (QRTs) as well
as Chetak Commandos stationed in strategic locations
across the procession route, said a statement shared by
JCP Sector-1 Neerajkumar Badgujar.“An AI-Based Call-
ing System has been implemented for the 149th Rath
Yatra to automatically deliver deployment details to po-
lice personnel assigned to the Crime Moving Bandobast.
Through automated voice calls, officers receive their duty
point, reporting officer details, reporting time, deployment
instructions, emergency contact information, and other
important bandobast-related updates, ensuring accurate
communication and efficient deployment,” said Inspector
Dhenu Thakar.However, not all personnel will be at the
procession route.

The cyber time Police will be at their stations moni-
toring social media and the dark web for rumours, con-
spiracies and disonformation that could cause problems
in the biggest event of this city.The Rath Yatra will have 4
command and control vehicles, 17 Vajra anti-riot vehicles,
7 water cannons, and 8 Light Armoured Troop Carriers
(LATCs).The Divya Netra Van that will be used this year,
is an advanced mobile surveillance vehicle equipped
with a 360-degree camera system, that will continuously
monitor the surrounding area, automatically scan vehicle
number plates for real-time identification.The process will
include the three massive chariots of the deities, 18 bhajan
mandalis, and 101 decorated trucks.The procession will
leave from the Jagannath Temple and head to Jamalpur
Darwaza, then to Vaishya Sabha, through Dhal Ni Pol to
reach Raipur Chakla and from there to Sarangpur Chakla.
From there, it will proceed to Khadia crossroads,
Panchkuva Darwaza, and the Kalupur railway station to
reach Kalupur circle. From there, it will proceed to Itwada
circle to reach its destination at the Ranchhodji Mandir at
Sarangpur crossroads.

 The Karnataka Lokayukta police, investigating a dis-
proportionate assets case against former minister Zameer
Ahmed Khan, have sought Governor Thawarchand
Gehlot’s sanction to prosecute him under the Prevention
of Corruption Act.The Lokayukta police wrote to the gov-
ernor on July 9 seeking approval to file a chargesheet
against the Congress MLA, sources said. Khan was a
minister in the Siddaramaiah government but was left out
of the new state cabinet under Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar.In 2021, the Karnataka Lokayukta police reg-
istered a First Information Report (FIR) alleging that Khan
had amassed wealth 2,031 times greater than his known
sources of income. The FIR was based on information
provided by the Enforcement Directorate, which claimed
that the MLA had amassed Rs 87.44 crore disproportion-
ate to his income. The central agency also wrote to the
Karnataka Anti-Corruption Bureau in 2021, asking it to

investigate further.The Lokayukta probe has since found
that Khan allegedly amassed Rs 26 crore of excess
wealth, according to sources.Last year, the Karnataka
High Court rejected Khan’s plea to close the Lokayukta
investigation after he argued that the Lokayukta police
did not conduct a preliminary probe to ascertain the ED’s
corruption allegations. The Lokayukta police argued that
there was no requirement for a preliminary probe, as the
investigation was taken up on a central agency’s
reference.The investigation covers Khan’s wealth accu-
mulated while serving as a minister in the Congress gov-
ernment between 2013 and 2018.Meanwhile, Lokayukta
police sources said the July 9 decision to transfer an IPS
officer, who was a superintendent of police of a Bengaluru
unit of the anti-corruption agency, was not linked to the
move to seek prosecution sanction against Khan, but was
linked to a decision to carry out a trap in the Vijayapura
region, without the knowledge of Lokayukta Justice (Retd)
B S Patil.On July 9, the Karnataka Lokayukta stated, “In
the interest of the administration of the Karnataka
Lokayukta, it is ordered that the services of Shri
Shivaprakash Devaraju, IPS, who is serving as the Su-
perintendent of Police in the Bangalore City-1 division of
this institution, be returned to the Government with imme-
diate effect…”.A few days before the transfer order, the
IPS officer reportedly carried out a trap operation against
an assistant executive engineer in the Vijayapura dis-
trict—it falls outside his jurisdiction of Bengaluru—with-
out bringing it to the Lokayukta’s notice, sources said.

Bengaluru driver asks minister to get
 off bus, suspended for ‘rude behaviour’
 The Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation

(BMTC) suspended the driver-conductor of a bus Mon-
day after he ordered Transport Minister Byrathi Suresh to
get off for failing to provide the exact fare.BTMC took ac-
tion against Ramakrishna T G after an inquiry into the
incident last Saturday, when Suresh boarded a bus from
the Hebbal bus stand on route 279E, Kempegowda Bus
Station to Nagashettihalli. Suresh handed over Rs 100 to
Ramakrishna, requesting two tickets to Bhoopasandra,
and told him he did not have change. Ramakrishna asked
him to pay Rs 12 for the ticket or get off the bus.

BMTC said it implemented the UPI-based ticket pay-
ment system in 2024, and at present, nearly 53 per cent
of the corporation’s total ticket revenue is being collected
through UPI transactions. “It has been viewed seriously
that the driver-cum-conductor failed to inform the pas-
senger, particularly the minister, about the availability of
this facility,” BMTC said.BMTC said that when Suresh
informed him he did not have the required change,
Ramakrishna behaved rudely and discourteously.Suresh
conducted a surprise check by posing as a passenger
last Saturday. The minister travelled incognito for two
hours across several major areas of Bengaluru, includ-
ing Jayamahal, TV Tower, RT Nagar, CBI Road, Hebbal,
Manyata Tech Park, Nagawara, Hennur, Hennur Bande,
Byrathi Bande, and Geddalahalli, to assess actual road
operations and crew behaviour.Suresh also observed,

while monitoring another BMTC bus, that it did not stop
near Fun World on Jayamahal Road after a passenger
flagged it down. He then ordered the suspension of the
driver and conductor.However, the inquiry revealed that
there was no bus stop at the spot. From Monday, BMTC
designated a new bus stop near Fun World.

BTMC took action against Ramakrishna T G after
an inquiry into the incident last Saturday, when Suresh
boarded a bus from the Hebbal bus stand on route 279E,
Kempegowda Bus Station to Nagashettihalli. Suresh
handed over Rs 100 to Ramakrishna, requesting two
tickets to Bhoopasandra, and told him he did not have
change. Ramakrishna asked him to pay Rs 12 for the
ticket or get off the bus.

Bodies of woman, gym trainer in canal near
Delhi, and a bloody hammer mystery

 Two bodies in a canal, their hands tied with a data
cable, and an abandoned car with a blood-stained ham-
mer in it: Agra Canal in Faridabad, about 80 km from the
national capital, has become the site of two chilling deaths,
and the police are now trying to unravel the mystery sur-
rounding them.The dead have been identified as Rashmi
(32), a resident of Sector 31 in Faridabad, and Akash
(24), her gym trainer.

Rashmi had been missing since Saturday evening
and her husband, Shivam Kumar, filed a police complaint,
accusing Akash of harassing Rashmi. Kumar alleged that
Akash had previously apologised after being confronted,
but the alleged harassment had resumed over the past
10 days.According to police, Rashmi left home in her car
around 2 pm on Saturday to meet Akash. “During the
day, we received information that a man and a woman
had jumped off the BPTP bridge (into the Agra Canal).
Our teams reached the spot and looked around, but could
not find them. We then roped in the State Disaster Re-

sponse Force and began intensive search operations,”
Faridabad police spokesperson, Sub-Inspector Yashpal
Yadav, told The Indian Express.He added that the two
bodies were found on Sunday evening near Shahpur
Kalan village, about 16 km from the bridge. “They had
facial injuries, were bleeding, and the woman also had
an injury to the back of the head,” the police officer said.A
blood-stained hammer in carAccording to police officers,
Rashmi’s car was found abandoned near the bridge.
During a search of the vehicle, the police found two mo-
bile phones and a blood-stained hammer. The phones
and the hammer have been seized. The bodies were
sent for an autopsy Monday evening, and have been
handed over to the families.Police have said that Rashmi
and Akash had been meeting for a while. Sub-Inspector
Yadav said Akash’s family has alleged a murder con-
spiracy behind the deaths, but police are yet to find evi-
dence pointing to this. Police said that according to the
doctor, the injuries to the two bodies might have been
caused during the fall into the canal.

Jhansi man lost Rs 25 lakh in online
 betting. What he did next landed him in jail

 A 20-year-old Jhansi-based youth, along with three
policemen posted in the neighbouring Jalaun district and
five other associates, hatched a plan to execute a rob-
bery to get back the money he had just paid to two broth-
ers from Madhya Pradesh through their agent, officials
claimed on Monday.The alleged mastermind, Suryash
Yadav (20), two police constables and three of his ac-
complices were arrested for allegedly robbing the two
brothers’ agent of Rs 24.90 lakh when he was transport-
ing the cash. The arrests came a day after an FIR was
registered against eight people, including three con-
stables, in this connection.The third constable and two
other accused are absconding, the officials said.A case
was also registered against the businessmen from MP’s
Satna, Nitin Tejwani and his brother Sanskar Tejwani, for
allegedly running an organised online betting network,
the investigators said.Apart from Suryash, those arrested
were identified as constables Raghvendra Rajput (30)
and Manoj (29), both posted at the Jalaun Police Lines,
and Gaurav Yadav (26) of Datia district in MP and Jhansi
residents Sukhbir (24) and Suraj Singh (24).

The police said they have recovered Rs 24.50 lakh
of the stolen cash, along with an SUV used in the rob-
bery. Efforts are being made to recover the rest of the
missing money and nab the absconders, identified as
constable Neeraj Rajput and Ankit Yadav, they
added.Ramvir Singh, Circle officer, Jhansi, said, “We
solved the case within 24 hours and arrested six per-

sons, including two police constables. The exact role of
the absconding suspects would be established only after
they are apprehended and questioned.”During his ques-
tioning, Suryash Yadav told the police that he was under
mounting pressure to repay his debt to the Tejwani broth-
ers after he incurred losses in online betting.In an effort to
repay his debt, he conspired with his cousin Ankit Yadav
and others to commit the robbery of the money he would
pay them, the officials said.Ankit knew constable
Raghvendra Rajput and it was Sukhbir who arranged
the SUV used in the crime, the officials said, adding that
Raghvendra enlisted the two fellow constables to get help
in executing the plan.Suryash told the police that the
Tejwanis operated the organised online betting network
in which payments were settled through hawala.Suryash
said as part of the alleged plan, he informed Sanskar
Tejwani on July 9 that they could collect the payment
from him, the investigators said.According to the police,

Sanskar then sent his agent, Kishan Dilipbhai
Panchal, who hails from Ahmedabad in Gujarat and is
now based in Jhansi, to collect the money.The police
said after Panchal collected the money, his associates
with the help of the three constables intercepted him and
robbed him of the cash, adding that the money was sub-
sequently returned to Suryash through Ankit Yadav.After
Panchal filed a complaint on Sunday, an investigation
was launched and multiple teams were formed.

After Deonar, BMC plans to lease
Mulund landfill land for Dharavi project

The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC),
which has already handed over 124 acres of the Deonar
dumping ground for the Dharavi Redevelopment Project
(DRP), is now set to lease another 15 acres at the erst-
while Mulund dumping ground to the project’s special
purpose vehicle (SPV) for setting up construction
infrastructure.The proposal, which has been under dis-
cussion within the civic administration for the past few
months, is expected to be placed before the BMC’s Im-
provement Committee later this month for approval. The
civic body expects to generate nearly Rs 103 crore through
the proposed five-year lease.

The land will be leased to Navbharat Mega Devel-
opers Private Limited (NMDPL), the special purpose ve-
hicle jointly owned by the Adani Group and the
Maharashtra government that is executing the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project.Unlike the Deonar landfill, where
housing tenements are being developed for families re-
habilitated under the Dharavi Redevelopment Project,
the Mulund land parcel will be used to establish a ready-
mix concrete (RMC) plant and a casting yard to support
construction activities.According to BMC documents, the
proposal originated from NMDPL, which approached the
civic body in February this year seeking a five-year lease
for part of the land.“The BMC did not have any immediate
plan for utilising such a large parcel of land. In the mean-
time, NMDPL approached us seeking the land for setting
up a casting yard, following which the administration de-
cided to lease out the plot as a means of generating rev-
enue,” a civic official told The BMC had earlier handed
over 124 acres within the larger 311-acre Deonar landfill

to NMDPL for rehabilitation housing under the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project. Civic officials estimate that
50,000 to one lakh people from Dharavi will eventually
be rehabilitated there.Under the proposal, the lease rent
has been fixed at Rs 252 per sq m. NMDPL will pay Rs
9.17 crore in advance, equivalent to the first six months’
rent. Thereafter, it will pay Rs 1.52 crore every month,
with the rent increasing by 6 per cent every six months.
Over the five-year lease period, the BMC expects to earn
Rs 103.47 crore.However, NMDPL will also remove the
remaining waste mound at the site at an estimated cost of
Rs 20 crore over 14 months. That amount will be ad-
justed against the lease rentals, reducing the BMC’s net
revenue from the lease to around Rs 83 crore.

“The land is owned by the BMC and has long been
used as a conventional landfill. Since the SPV will as-
sume responsibility for clearing the waste and restoring
the site to a cleaner and more usable condition, we in-
tend to adjust the lease rent against the cost of
remediation. Otherwise, the BMC would have to bear the
entire expense, especially as the court has directed us to
clear the entire land parcel,” the official said.Mulund land-
fill remediationThe 24-acre Mulund dumping ground re-
mained operational from 1968 to 2018, when the Bombay
High Court directed the BMC to scientifically close and
remediate the landfill.

Since then, the civic body has been biomining nearly
80 lakh metric tonnes of legacy waste, of which around
50 lakh metric tonnes has been cleared. Biomining in-
volves excavating old waste, treating it biologically and
separating reusable material to reclaim landfill land.The
BMC had initially targeted completion of the remediation
within six years. Officials said the work was delayed due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, natural calamities and rising
operational costs linked to global supply chain
disruptions.By February this year, officials said the
biomining exercise had reached nearly 90 per cent, after
which the work stalled. The remaining remediation is
expected to continue over the next decade.Pratip Acharya
is a seasoned journalist based in Mumbai reporting for
The Indian Express. With a career spanning over a de-
cade, his work demonstrates strong Expertise and Au-
thority in critical urban issues, civic affairs, and electoral
politics across Eastern and

India backs Palestine’s UN
membership bid: MEA

New Delhi: India has backed Palestine’s bid for
United Nations membership and reaffirmed its support
for a two-state solution to the festering conflict between
the Palestinian people and Israel.New Delhi’s position
on Palestine was apprised by Sripriya Ranganathan, a
secretary at the external affairs ministry during a ministe-
rial meeting of the Palestine Donor Group, held in Brus-
sels on Monday.

India has been backing a vision of a “two-state” so-
lution with Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace
and security within recognised borders, consistent with
international law.At the Palestine Donor Group meeting,
Ranganathan emphasised that India has been a long
standing partner of the Palestinian people, and reaffirmed
India’s continued support to a two-state solution as well
as to Palestine’s membership of the UN, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

She underlined India’s ongoing developmental as-
sistance, including capacity building programmes and
humanitarian assistance to the people of Palestine, not-
ing that India’s projects are demand-driven and largely
centred on healthcare, education, capacity building, and
vocational training, it said.
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US, Iran sign ‘Islamabad MoU’ to end
hostilities, unveil 14-point framework

Washington: Senior US officials on Wednesday dis-
closed the text of a 14-paragraph memorandum of un-
derstanding signed between the United States and Iran,
outlining a framework aimed at ending hostilities, reopen-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, restricting Tehran’s nuclear
programme and launching negotiations on a broader
agreement within 60 days.The document, titled the
Islamabad Memorandum of Understanding, was read
aloud by a senior administration official who told report-
ers that the 14-paragraph memorandum is designed as
an interim framework rather than a final settlement.

Senior US officials said it establishes broad obliga-
tions for both sides while leaving detailed implementa-
tion measures to be negotiated during the next 60
days.Under the agreement, the United States, Iran and
their allies commit to “the immediate and permanent ter-
mination of military operations on all fronts, including in
Lebanon,” and pledge not to initiate military action against
one another.The memorandum also commits both coun-
tries to respect each other’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity and refrain from interfering in each other’s inter-
nal affairs.A key provision gives both parties up to 60
days to negotiate a final agreement, with the option of a
mutual consent extension. The final accord, if reached,

would be endorsed by a binding United Nations Security
Council resolution.Calling for the phased removal of the
US naval blockade, it seeks restoration of commercial
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, a vital route for
global energy supplies. Iran, in turn, would facilitate safe
passage for commercial vessels and maintain toll-free
transit through the waterway for 60 days.

A senior US official said the arrangement effectively
guarantees the reopening of one of the world’s most stra-
tegically important maritime corridors.The memorandum
also outlines a pathway for economic engagement with
Iran if negotiations succeed. One provision calls for the
development of a reconstruction and economic develop-
ment plan worth at least $300 billion, although officials
stressed the agreement does not require the United States
to contribute funds.“What it says is that if we get to a final
deal and if the Iranians behave, we will permit the sanc-
tions relief that would allow, for example, the Emiratis to
build a power plant in Iran,” a senior US official said.The
most significant section of the memorandum concerns
Iran’s nuclear programme.The text states that Iran “shall
not procure or develop nuclear weapons” and commits
both sides to resolving the future of Iran’s enriched nuclear
material. It identifies downblending under the supervi-
sion of the International Atomic Energy Agency as the
minimum method for eliminating existing stockpiles.“The
enriched stockpile will be destroyed by down-blending,”
a senior US official said. “The fact that there are conceiv-
ing to that is a major, major win for the United States of
America.”Officials said sanctions relief would be directly
linked to progress on nuclear commitments.“We are say-
ing the sanctions relief and the nuclear issues are con-
nected,” a senior US official said. “To the extent that you
perform on the nuclear questions, you’ll get the sanc-
tions relief.”The memorandum also provides for waivers
on Iranian oil exports, discussions on the release of fro-
zen Iranian assets, and the creation of an executive
mechanism to monitor implementation and future com-
pliance.

Apple may increase product prices amid
 soaring memory, storage costs: CEO Tim Cook
New Delhi: US-based tech giant Apple may raise

prices across some of its products as surging memory
and storage chip costs due to an increase in demand
from artificial intelligence (AI) data centres continue to
put pressure on the company’s margins, according to a
report.Speaking to The Wall Street Journal, Apple CEO
Tim Cook said the company can no longer fully absorb
the sharp increase in component costs and may eventu-
ally pass some of the burden on to consumers.

“Unfortunately, price increases are unavoidable,”
Cook was quoted as saying. “We’re doing our best to
mitigate the huge increases that are being passed to us,
and we’ve been trying to shield our customers from the
increases, but the situation has become
unsustainable.”The comments come amid growing con-
cerns over the impact of AI-driven demand on global semi-
conductor supply chains.

Industry groups representing automakers, retailers
and electronics manufacturers have warned that rising
demand for memory chips could lead to higher consumer
prices and supply disruptions. However, Cook did not
specify when the price increases could take effect, how
large they would be or which Apple products would be
affected.According to the report, memory and storage
components have emerged as key concerns for the
iPhone maker, particularly the dynamic random-access
memory (DRAM) market, where supplies have tightened
as chipmakers allocate more production capacity to high-
bandwidth memory used in AI servers.Cook said increas-

ing volumes of memory supply are being directed towards
AI infrastructure, reducing availability for consumer
electronics.“There’s less supply at a time when consum-
ers want devices and the memory guys are passing along
huge price increases,” he said. Cook said memory pric-
ing and supply need to return to reasonable levels for
consumer products.Earlier in April, the US-headquartered
firm announced that John Ternus, Senior Vice President
of Hardware Engineering, will succeed Tim Cook as Chief
Executive Officer, effective September 1, 2026, conclud-
ing a long-running succession process that the board
approved unanimously. However, he will transition to the
newly created role of Executive Chairman, where he will
engage with global policymakers and assist with select
company matters.

US-Iran meeting in Switzerland
scrapped as fighting flares in Lebanon

 WASHINGTON/DUBAI/ZURICH,  Planned U.S.-Iran
talks in Switzerland on Friday were cancelled as fighting
?flared in Lebanon, creating new uncertainty about the
timing of negotiations on turning an interim agreement
into a more permanent Middle East peace deal.The
flareup in Lebanon, in which 18 people were ?killed in
airstrikes and four Israeli soldiers were killed by Hezbollah
militants, could weigh heavily on negotiations because
ending fighting there is a condition for the broader U.S.-
Iran accord.Get a look at the day ahead in European and
global markets with the Morning Bid Europe newsletter.
Sign up here.A senior Hezbollah lawmaker said Iran had
told the group that talks with the United States could not
continue without a comprehensive ceasefire and that
Washington was responsible for ensuring Israel halts its
attacks.

ISRAEL SAYS IT IS NOT PARTY TO THE DEALA
memorandum of understanding signed this week by the
Iranian and U.S. presidents left discussionof Iran's nuclear
programme and other tough ?issues until later, giving
the sides 60 days to reach a lasting agreement or extend
the interim deal.Preparations for technical talks to start in
the Swiss mountaintop resort of Buergenstock were far
advanced when ?U.S. Vice President JD Vance said on
Thursday he had dropped plans to attend, two people
familiar with the matter told Reuters.Earlier on Thursday,
a source familiar with ?Tehran's thinking had said Iran's
lead negotiator Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf was not plan-
ning to attend.A Swiss foreign ministry statement said the
talks had been postponed and that Switzerland remained
ready to facilitate the talks and the relevant preparatory
?work was continuing.Iranian leaders did not immedi-
ately comment on the postponement of the meeting in
Switzerland.But Hezbollah lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah
cited Iran as saying further talks depended on a compre-
hensive ceasefire being in place and said Lebanon's
government should reject ?direct negotiations with Israel
as long as Israeli attacks continue.

The interim deal requires the United States, Iran and
their allies to declare an immediate and permanent ter-
mination of military operations on all fronts, including in
Lebanon.Israel, left out of the talks, says it is not party to
the deal. Violence abated in Lebanon earlier this week,
but has since picked up.Lebanon was sucked into the
regional war when Hezbollah opened fire at Israel on
March 2, prompting Israel to launch an offensive against
the group and invade the ?south of the country.Lebanon's
health ministry said 18 people had been killed and 33
wounded in heavy airstrikes in 11 southern towns since
midnight, and that bombardment was preventing rescue
and evacuation efforts. It said the toll ?was expected to

rise.The Israeli military said four soldiers had been killed
in an incident in Lebanon, without giving further details.

Item 1 of 3 An Iranian woman walks next to an anti-
U.S. mural on a street in Tehran, Iran, June 10, 2026.
Majid Asgaripour/WANA (West Asia News Agency) via
REUTERS[1/3]An Iranian woman walks next to an anti-
U.S. mural on a street in Tehran, Iran, June 10, 2026.
Majid Asgaripour/WANA (West Asia News Agency) via
REUTERS Purchase Licensing Rights, opens new tabIt
said it had carried out strikes targeting what it described
as Hezbollah operatives and infrastructure across sev-
eral areas of the south, ?saying these ?were in response
to repeated ceasefire violations by the Iran-backed
group.Lebanese President Joseph Aoun condemned the
Israeli attacks but said the escalation would not hinder
efforts to reach a comprehensive ceasefire.CRITICS SAY
GOALS FELL SHORTThe war, which began on February
28 with U.S. and Israeli air attacks on Iran, has killed at
least 7,000 people, mostly in Iran and Lebanon. It also
pushed up energy prices, stoking inflation worldwide.Oil
prices have dipped since the interim deal was signed as
prospects have brightened for more oil supply, with tank-
ers again moving through the Strait of Hormuz, which
carried nearly a fifth of global crude oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas supplies before it was effectively blockaded by
Iran during ?the war.

The body set up by Iran to manage the ?Strait of
Hormuz said on Friday it would waive ?planned fees to
use the strait during the 60-day negotiation period under
the interim deal.Ships seeking passage through during
this period would have to submit transit requests at least
48 hours before arrival, and fees would be waived for
security, safety, environmental services and related in-
surance, it said.In Washington, some of U.S. President
Donald Trump's Republican allies ?in Congress ques-
tioned whether he had conceded too much in order to
end the conflict, unpopular with most Americans in the
run-up to midterm elections in November.In ?March,
Trump had sworn to ?end the war only with Iran's "UN-
CONDITIONAL SURRENDER."But the memorandum
signed with Iran instead foresees relief from economic
sanctions, the unfreezing of assets worth tens of billions
of dollars and immediate U.S. waivers for its exports of
oil.The deal gives negotiators 60 days to agree on the
status of Iran's nuclear programme, unless an extension
is agreed, and to set up a $300 billion reconstruction
fund for Iran and other financial incentives.Vance said
Washington would also seek to limit Iran's long-range
missiles.The growing cost ?of the war ?also drew the
spotlight, as the U.S. defence department told lawmak-
ers it needed $80 billion to cover the costs and some
unrelated bills, the ?Wall Street Journal said.U.S. offi-
cials say the negotiations could still yield a strong agree-
ment on Iran's nuclear programme, aiming to better one
dating from 2015 between Iran, the U.S. and other coun-
tries that Trump tore up in his first term.But critics say Iran
is in a stronger ?position now, having withstood a super-
power attack, demonstrated its control of the Strait of
Hormuz and gained valuable waivers to financial
sanctions.Reporting by Reuters bureaus, Writing by
Clarence Fernandez and Timothy Heritage; Editing by
Raju Gopalakrishnan and Philippa FletcherOur Stan-
dards:

Lebanon hostilities escalate, with Israeli
leaders defiant in face of US-Iran deal

BEIRUT/JERUSALEM,  - Fighting escalated sharply
between Israel and Hezbollah in south Lebanon over-
night, with more than 18 people reported killed in Israeli
strikes and four Israeli soldiers killed in one ?of the dead-
liest attacks by the Iran-backed group during this war.The
violence showed no sign of abating as Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu on Friday vowed to "extract a
very ?heavy price" from Hezbollah for the killing of the
four soldiers.The Reuters Iran Briefing newsletter keeps
you informed with the latest developments and analysis
of the Iran war. Sign up here.Lebanese President Jo-
seph Aoun on Thursday condemned the Israeli escala-
tion, saying it effectively targeted an interim deal between
the United States and Iran halting the broader Middle
East war.But Aoun said it would not prevent efforts to
pursue a comprehensive ceasefire and he had instructed
the Lebanese negotiating delegation to pursue that goal
in the next round of talks in Washington.The Iran deal
requires the United States, Iran, and their allies to de-
clare an immediate and permanent ?termination of mili-
tary operations on all fronts, including Lebanon. Violence
abated significantly earlier this week, but has since picked
up.Israeli officials have voiced anger at the U.S.-Iran pact,
saying it does not ?go far enough to address Israeli con-
cerns over Iran's nuclear program. Paris has urged Wash-
ington to put pressure on Israel to stop the hostilities in
Lebanon.KATZ ?SAYS ISRAELI FORCES WILL STAY IN
SOUTHERN LEBANON

Israel's leadership has promised to continue the oc-
cupation of Lebanon in defiance of the U.S.-Iran agree-
ment, which calls for Lebanon's sovereignty to be
respected.In a statement on Friday, Israeli Defence Min-
ister Israel Katz said Israeli forces would remain in south-
ern Lebanon "from the Mediterranean coast to the heights
of Beaufort", referring to a castle in Lebanon that Israel
has captured for the first time since the 1980s.He ?said
the Israeli military was destroying villages in the areas it
occupied and would never allow people to return to their
homes."The 200,000 residents who lived in the security
zone are not returning. None of them are returning," said
Katz.

Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir called for revenge after the Israeli military an-
nounced the death of the four soldiers, writing on X: "For
every tear of an Israeli mother, a thousand Lebanese
mothers must weep. All of Lebanon must burn."Lebanon's
health ministry ?said 18 people had been killed and 33
wounded in heavy airstrikes in 11 towns since midnight,
and that bombardment was preventing rescue and evacu-
ation efforts. It said the toll was expected to rise.In one ?of
the targeted locations - the village of Harouf, northeast of
the city of Tyre - seven people were killed and many
more were believed to be under rubble, health ministry
sources told Reuters.

RESIDENTS TRY TO FLEE NORTHIsrael said it car-
ried ?out strikes targeting ?what it described as Hezbollah
operatives and infrastructure across several areas of the
south, saying these were in response to repeated
ceasefire violations by the Iran-backed group.Hezbollah

denied it had violated the ceasefire, and accused Israel
of repeatedly violating the ceasefire terms, including the
U.S.-Iran agreement. The statement accused Israeli forces
of carrying out attacks that killed civilians, destroying
homes and infrastructure, and continuing its ground in-
cursions into parts of southern Lebanon.Lebanon's state
news agency NNA reported heavy displacement from
the southern districts of Tyre and Bint Jbeil, with resi-
dents fleeing north amid escalating Israeli strikes.Heavy
fighting overnight was concentrated in an area north of
the Litani River known as ?Ali al-Taher hill - high ground
strategically important to ?Hezbollah where Israeli forces
had sought to advance, ?a senior Lebanese security
source said.Hezbollah said its fighters ambushed an Is-
raeli force advancing near the hill, destroying three
Merkava tanks with guided missiles and targeting troops
with rocket and artillery fire. Hezbollah said it later at-
tacked Israeli forces that had sought to enter the area to
retrieve casualties.The Israeli military said four soldiers
?had been killed in an incident in Lebanon, but without
giving further details.

HEZBOLLAH ATTACKS WITH EXPLOSIVE
DRONESLebanon was sucked into the regional war when
Hezbollah opened fire at Israel on March ?2, prompting
Israel to launch a major offensive against the group and
invade the south.Israel has rejected calls to withdraw
troops from southern Lebanon, where its forces are oc-
cupying a self-declared security zone. Israel says this
aims to shield northern Israel from Hezbollah attack. Its
forces have been razing villages in the south where they
say Hezbollah has embedded itself.On Wednesday, Is-
rael published a map showing an expanded military con-
trol zone in southern Lebanon and said it ?would not rule
?out carrying out attacks beyond it.

Hezbollah has continued to launch attacks on Is-
raeli positions in the south this week, including with ?ex-
plosive drones that have killed and injured troops.

Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir called for revenge after the Israeli military an-
nounced the death of the four soldiers, writing on X: "For
every tear of an Israeli mother, a thousand Lebanese
mothers must weep. All of Lebanon must burn

Russia tells Europe:
Yes to talks, no to ultimatums

MOSCOW,   Russia said ?on Friday it was open to
dialogue with European countries but would not accept
ultimatums, as signs increase ?that the EU may seek
talks with Moscow after largely shunning contacts since
the start of the war in Ukraine.Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said common sense dictated the need for such
contacts because of the "enormous number" of complex
issues on the agenda, but he said the Europeans needed
to change their ?approach to Russia.

Get a look at the day ahead in European and global
markets with the Morning Bid Europe newsletter. Sign up
here."The Europeans have a very serious misconcep-
tion: They assume that negotiations with Russia must be
conducted from a ?position of strength and based on
Russia's weakness. This is the biggest mistake... Such
talk will lead ?nowhere," he told reporters."Does this stem
from European incompetence, misinformation, or stupid-
ity? We don't know for sure, but it's a fact."Putin ?has said
that he is open to talks with European governments but
that they should make the first move because they were
?the ones to cut off ties. The EU has imposed 20 rounds
of sanctions on Russia over its invasion of Ukraine.After
standing aside for well over a year and leaving it to U.S.
President Donald Trump to try to broker an end to the
conflict, the EU has ?started to reach out cautiously to
Russia.The office of European Council President Anto-
nio Costa has made "brief contacts at diplomatic level"
with the ?Kremlin in recent weeks "to open communica-
tion channels", an EU official said on Wednesday.Austrian
Chancellor Christian Stocker told the Financial Times in
an interview published on ?Thursday that ?the EU should
take advantage of "momentum" around peace talks in
Ukraine to push ahead with efforts to reopen negotia-
tions with Putin.Peskov said Russia was willing to talk if
there was openness on the other side to engage in real
dialogue, "not to engage in moralising or, especially, to
issue ultimatums".Costa's initiative exposed divisions at
a summit of EU leaders in Brussels, however, with some
saying it had not been coordinated with ?them and that
the EU ?should focus on putting more ?pressure on
Russia.UKRAINE HITS MOSCOW WITH DRONE
STRIKESUkraine says it is turning the tide of the war
thanks to an intensified campaign of drone strikes deep
inside Russia that has targeted ports, refineries ?and
other key infrastructure. Moscow disputes that, insisting it
will keep fighting to achieve its objectives ?if no diplo-
matic ?settlement can be reached.The governor of the
Moscow region said on Friday that an eight-year-old girl

had been killed in a massive Ukrainian attack that hit the
capital and surrounding area a day earlier. The attack,
using hundreds of drones, set fire for the second time in
?three days ?to a big oil refinery in southeast
Moscow."Indeed, drone attacks continue. Appropriate
measures ?are being taken to mitigate the conse-
quences," Peskov said.Asked if Putin had seen footage
of the burning refinery, Peskov told reporters they should
check out images from ?Ukrainian cities that Russian
forces had struck.

 Hotel businessman dies after
alleged suicide attempt linked to

online betting losses
Hyderabad: A 53-year-old hotel businessman from

Aushapur in Ghatkesar succumbed while undergoing
treatment after allegedly attempting suicide amid finan-
cial distress linked to online betting losses.The victim iden-
tified as V Shekar, ran a hotel business along with his
wife Sridevi. Family members reportedly told police that
he had recently developed a habit of participating in online
betting activities and suffered significant financial losses,
leading to mounting stress.According to the police, on
June 14, Shekar allegedly returned home after consum-
ing alcohol and got into an argument with his wife.



4 Ranga Reddy     EYE SECRETS   Saturday, 18 July 2026

POLITICAL CRISES

EDITORIAL ‘Father waited on bridge’: Delhi cop who
found IB staffer’s body during 2020 riots

 Among the officers deployed was Assistant Com-
missioner of Police (ACP) Harish Kukreti, then posted at
Khajoori Khas Chowk. Leading a platoon of around 20
personnel, Kukreti had received information that a man’s
body had been dumped in the Khajoori Khas drain the
previous day.As the team reached the Chand Bagh pulia
(small bridge), he said they found an elderly man franti-
cally searching for his missing son. The man was later
identified as Ravinder Sharma, father of Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) staffer Ankit Sharma.At the time, Kukreti and his
team did not know who Ravinder was. Chand Bagh was
among the worst-affected areas during the riots. Officers
tried to console Ravinder as he told them his son had
been missing since the previous evening and that he
feared a mob had killed him and thrown his body into the
drain.“I called the Delhi Fire Service (DFS) and requested
divers from the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD).
Within a few minutes, four to five divers from the Sonia
Vihar Pushta arrived and began searching for the body.
Although it was early morning, the locality remained ex-
tremely tense, with residents staying indoors,” recalled
Kukreti, who has since retired.53 people were killed in

the riots that rocked Northeast Delhi in February 2020.
(Express Archive Photo: Praveen Khanna) 53 people
were killed in the riots that rocked Northeast Delhi in Feb-
ruary 2020. (Express Archive Photo: Praveen Khanna)The
drain was about 1.6 km from Khajoori Khas Chowk.“I
asked my team to cordon off the area. Paramilitary per-
sonnel were also deployed to maintain security as we
had to conduct the search in a large drain that had turned
into a swamp filled with mud, dirt and plastic waste,” he
said.The divers searched for more than an hour before
finally locating the body. By then, several members of
Ankit’s family, who lived nearby, had also reached the
spot.“His body was badly swollen, but his father, who was
standing near the drain, identified him immediately. Emo-
tions were running very high and the situation was tense.
Somehow, I convinced the family to take the body to the
hospital as quickly as possible,” Kukreti said.He said it
was only during the search that he learnt the deceased
was an IB man.The Dayalpur Police Station was informed
about the recovery of the body, following which the legal
proceedings were initiated.A case of murder and other
relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was reg-
istered. The investigation was later transferred to the Delhi
Police Crime Branch.On Monday, former Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) councillor Tahir Hussain and four others were con-
victed by a Delhi court in the murder case.Hussain, who
was suspended by the AAP soon after the incident, has
been convicted of murder and rioting, among other
charges. He was, however, acquitted of the criminal con-
spiracy charge.According to the police, a witness recorded
a video from Hussain’s terrace that allegedly showed a
group dumping Ankit’s body into the drain. The post-
mortem report found 51 sharp and blunt force injuries on
his body, police said.

Jhansi man lost Rs
25 lakh in online bet-
ting. What he did next

landed him in jail

 A 20-year-old Jhansi-based youth, along with three
policemen posted in the neighbouring Jalaun district and
five other associates, hatched a plan to execute a robbery
to get back the money he had just paid to two brothers
from Madhya Pradesh through their agent, officials claimed
on Monday.The alleged mastermind, Suryash Yadav (20),
two police constables and three of his accomplices were
arrested for allegedly robbing the two brothers’ agent of
Rs 24.90 lakh when he was transporting the cash. The
arrests came a day after an FIR was registered against
eight people, including three constables, in this connec-
tion.

The third constable and two other accused are ab-
sconding, the officials said.A case was also registered
against the businessmen from MP’s Satna, Nitin Tejwani
and his brother Sanskar Tejwani, for allegedly running an
organised online betting network, the investigators
said.Apart from Suryash, those arrested were identified
as constables Raghvendra Rajput (30) and Manoj (29),
both posted at the Jalaun Police Lines, and Gaurav Yadav
(26) of Datia district in MP and Jhansi residents Sukhbir
(24) and Suraj Singh (24).The police said they have re-
covered Rs 24.50 lakh of the stolen cash, along with an
SUV used in the robbery. Efforts are being made to re-
cover the rest of the missing money and nab the
absconders, identified as constable Neeraj Rajput and
Ankit Yadav, they added.Ramvir Singh, Circle officer,
Jhansi, said, “We solved the case within 24 hours and
arrested six persons, including two police constables. The
exact role of the absconding suspects would be estab-
lished only after they are apprehended and questioned.”

During his questioning, Suryash Yadav told the po-
lice that he was under mounting pressure to repay his
debt to the Tejwani brothers after he incurred losses in
online bettingIn an effort to repay his debt, he conspired
with his cousin Ankit Yadav and others to commit the rob-
bery of the money he would pay them, the officials
said.Ankit knew constable Raghvendra Rajput and it was
Sukhbir who arranged the SUV used in the crime, the
officials said, adding that Raghvendra enlisted the two
fellow constables to get help in executing the plan.Suryash
told the police that the Tejwanis operated the organised
online betting network in which payments were settled
through hawala.Suryash said as part of the alleged plan,
he informed Sanskar Tejwani on July 9 that they could
collect the payment from him, the investigators
said.According to the police, Sanskar then sent his agent,
Kishan Dilipbhai Panchal, who hails from Ahmedabad in
Gujarat and is now based in Jhansi, to collect the
money.The police said after Panchal collected the money,
his associates with the help of the three constables inter-
cepted him and robbed him of the cash, adding that the
money was subsequently returned to Suryash through
Ankit Yadav.After Panchal filed a complaint on Sunday,
an investigation was launched and multiple teams were
formed. The breakthrough in the case came when CCTV
footage from the crime scene and surrounding areas was
analysed, it is learnt.

Karnataka planning green data centres,
India’s first public AI university: Shivakumar

 The Karnataka government is considering creating
two next-generation green data centres for artificial intel-
ligence infrastructure, as well as a dedicated AI Univer-
sity, Chief Minister D K Shivakumar said at the opening of
the Google I/O Connect India 2026 event on Tuesday.“We
are establishing a next-generation green data centre in a
coastal district as well as one near Bengaluru. This is a
big discussion which we have taken up,” Shivakumar said
while hinting at Google’s participation in the project.The
chief minister, who positioned Bengaluru as a hub for AI
innovation, also announced plans to create a government-
supported AI University.“We want to lay the foundation for
the first and the largest AI university by the government.
We want to create and nurture an AI ecosystem that is
world class,” Shivakumar said.According to Shivakumar,
Karnataka aims to become an AI-native state, integrating
AI into governance and public service delivery. “We want
to create a big ecosystem where our talent is our biggest
strength,” he said.

The announcement of green data centres comes at
a time when the government is concerned about the envi-
ronmental sustainability of energy- and water-intensive
data centres, which form the backbone of AI
technology.One of the locations being considered for the
next-generation data centres is Hoskote, Bengaluru. A
500 MW data centre here would use 60 MLD of second-
ary-treated water from the Bengaluru Water Supply and
Sewerage Board and solar power from the 2,000 MW
Pavagada Solar Park. The other possible location is
Mangaluru in coastal Karnataka.“AI must help teachers

teach better, doctors diagnose diseases earlier, farmers
receive better advisory services, citizens access govern-
ment services with dignity and speed, and small busi-
nesses compete confidently,” said Shivakumar, who be-
came the chief minister in June.Shivakumar noted that
12,000 of Google India’s 18,000 workers are employed in
Bengaluru.In May, Information Technology Minister
Priyank Kharge noted that the state was also looking at
introducing a sustainable data centre policy to deal with
the challenge of data centres’ energy and water
demands.There are technologies that data centres can
employ which are better for the environment, which are
more energy efficient and emit less heat,” Kharge stated.A
committee of senior IAS officers has been constituted to
submit a report regarding data centres in the state and to
identify locations with access to renewable energy sup-
plies, along with power evacuation lines and water.

Karnataka woman performs ‘black magic’
on judge’s dais to sway case, arrested

 Karnataka black magic case, Chikkaballapura court,
black magic in courtroom, Karnataka Prevention and Eradi-
cation of Inhuman Evil Practices and Black Magic Act,
cChikkaballapura news, Karnataka news, Indian express
newsThe white mustard seeds were later noticed by court
staff, prompting court authorities to examine CCTV foot-
age from the courtroom. Express Photo/Special
ArrangementA 65-year-old woman was arrested for al-
legedly performing black magic on a judge’s chair and
dais inside a court complex in Karnataka’s
Chikkaballapura, believing the ritual would influence the
outcome of a pending civil case.The police said Tuesday
that the incident occurred around 9.40 am on July 9 in-
side the courtroom of the First Additional Senior Civil Judge
and Judicial Magistrate First Class in Chikkaballapura.

Manjula was arrested on July 11 following an investiga-
tion into CCTV footage and a complaint lodged by court
authorities.“She was produced before the jurisdictional
court and remanded to 14 days of judicial custody,” a
police officer said.

According to the complaint filed by the court admin-
istration, Manjula, a resident of Valasanna Beedi in
Chikkaballapura, entered the open courtroom and alleg-
edly scattered white mustard seeds on the judge’s chair
and the dais as part of an alleged black magic ritual.The
white mustard seeds were later noticed by court staff,
prompting court authorities to examine CCTV footage from
the courtroom. The footage allegedly captured Manjula
entering the courtroom and scattering the seeds.Following
this, Netra, Chief Administrative Officer, lodged a com-
plaint with the Chikkaballapura Town police, seeking le-
gal action.During the investigation, the police found that a
civil dispute involving Manjula’s family is currently pend-
ing before the same court. “She is believed to have per-
formed the alleged black magic ritual in the hope that it
would alter the outcome of the case in her family’s favour,”
a police officer said.The police said her brother,
Venkatarama, is the third respondent in the pending civil
suit. Investigators have not disclosed the exact nature of
the civil dispute or revealed further details about the
case.The police registered the case under the Karnataka
Prevention and Eradication of Inhuman Evil Practices and
Black Magic Act, 2017, and are investigating the case.

Retired UP transport
 officer at centre of Rs 35 crore
assets recovery arrested

 Nearly a week after cash, jewellery and immovable
assets worth Rs 35 crore were recovered during a search
at his Lucknow residence, the Uttar Pradesh Vigilance
Establishment, Lucknow on Monday arrested Lalit Kumar,
a retired assistant regional transport officer (ARTO) in the
case.The Vigilance investigation has found him to have
acquired assets disproportionate to his known sources of
income.An official said the accused was questioned on
Monday in connection with the case and was asked to
reveal the sources of the seized cash, gold, silver bis-
cuits, jewellery and the property documents.Kumar, how-
ever, was unable to produce any supporting documents
or give a satisfactory reply, he said. Following his arrest,
the accused was produced in a court, the official
added.Kumar was facing investigation in a case lodged
against him in 2024 under provisions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act when he was posted as ARTO in Agra
district.The agency had conducted a search at Kumar’s
house in Lucknow’s Aliganj Colony on July 7 and 8.Rs
1.62 crore in cash wrapped in packets and concealed at
different places in the house, gold and silver biscuits, be-
sides jewellery made of gold, silver, and diamond were
recovered from his residence.The gold and silver biscuits
and jewellery weighing 13kg and 9 kg is valued at Rs 20
crore.Documents of significant investments made by the
accused in movable and immovable assets, including
records relating to a total of 15 plots, flats and parcels of
farming land in Lucknow, Noida and Raebareli worth Rs
13 crore, two cars, one revolver and accounts and depos-
its in various banks, post offices, mutual funds, fixed de-
posits were also found.After collecting evidence of the
retired official having acquired assets disproportionate to
his actual earnings, a report was submitted to the govern-
ment and the agency was directed to conduct a detailed
investigation after lodging a case against him.

Project head ar-
rested, safety of-
ficer booked in
Pune building
collapse case

 The Pimpri Chinchwad police have arrested the
project head of Antony Lara Renewable Energy Pvt Ltd
and have booked a safety officer, invoking culpable ho-
micide charges against them in connection with the deaths
of nine people trapped inside a collapsed waste-to-en-
ergy plant building in Moshi.

The incident occurred on July 8 when a huge mound
of legacy waste destabilised, moved, and collapsed di-

rectly onto the build-
ing following heavy
rains. Legacy waste
refers to accumu-
lated, untreated solid
garbage and indus-
trial byproducts left in
old landfills or
dumpsites for long
periods.Twenty-three

employees of Anthony Lara Renewable Energy Limited,
a private firm contracted by the Pimpri-Chinchwad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (PCMC), were inside the building at
the time.

Immediately after the accident, five employees on
the first floor managed to escape. Hours later, a joint op-
eration by the National Disaster Response Force, the
Army, the PCMC fire brigade, and the Pune Metropolitan
Region Development Authority successfully rescued nine
workers alive. Subsequently, nine dead bodies were
recovered.“Following a complaint filed by the officials from
the Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation, we have
invoked culpable homicide charges against the Project
Head Ashokkumar Siyaramsharan Gupta, 59, working for
Antony Lara Renewable Energy Pvt Ltd, and the safety
officer Vijay Ramrao Sapkal, 38. Sapkal was injured in
the incident and is currently being treated at a hospital.
Gupta sustained minor injuries and has been arrested,” a
Pimpri Chinchwad police officer said.The police have in-
voked Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita sections related to cul-
pable homicide not amounting to murder and act endan-
gering life or personal safety of others against Gupta and
Sapkal. Gupta will be produced before the court on Tues-
day.

Municipal engineer arrested while
accepting bribe of Rs 2 lakh in Peddapalli
Peddapalli: An Assistant Engineer from the munici-

pality was arrested by sleuths of Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) while he was accepting a bribe of Rs 2 lakh from a
contractor in Peddapalli town on Tuesday.

The ACB officials said that the engineer, Satheesh,
was harassing the contractor seeking a bribe of Rs 3 lakh
to clear the bill of a work taken up by the municipality. The
contractor approached the ACB which in turn laid the trap
and caught him red-handed.On July 9, An Assistant Engi-
neer of Panchayat Raj department Paidi Sathish was
trapped while accepting a bribe of Rs 10,000 in
Gangadhara mandal centre. He demanded the bribe to
process official records of works executed under Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme).

An Assistant Engineer from Peddapalli municipality
was arrested by the ACB while accepting a bribe of Rs 2
lakh from a contractor.

Supreme Court’s laudable
move to check pendency
One of the glaring lacunae of the Indian model of

democracy is the excruciatingly slow justice delivery
system, as reflected in the alarming rise in the pen-
dency of cases over the decades. This legacy prob-
lem costs the country more than 2% of its GDP. As
of early 2026, the number of pending cases had
crossed a staggering 5.8 crore. District and subordi-
nate courts alone account for close to 4.9 crore of
these cases. The High Courts collectively carry over
60 lakh, while the Supreme Court is straining under
the weight of over 96,000 pending matters, with civil
disputes making up for most of the burden. A steady
rise in arrears, regardless of the periodic increase in
judicial strength, has been a constant phenomenon
since Independence. Against this backdrop, the apex
court’s latest initiative — constitution of four special
benches to exclusively hear its oldest pending civil
and criminal cases — is a welcome move that will go
a long way in tackling one of the major problems con-
fronting the judiciary. Chief Justice Surya Kant’s ini-
tiative marks a structured attempt to ensure the dis-
posal of decades-old disputes pending before the apex
court. The bulk of the older backlog lies in the 10–to-
20–year bracket, which accounts for 7,993 civil cases
and 1,585 criminal cases. According to the new ros-
ter notification, two division benches comprising two
judges each will focus solely on the oldest civil cases.
Two other division benches will be dedicated to the
oldest criminal matters.These special benches will op-
erate on “non-miscellaneous days” which are Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. In the Supreme
Court’s parlance, Mondays and Fridays are “miscella-
neous days” reserved for fresh filings and preliminary
hearings. By freeing these four benches from the regu-
lar burden of miscellaneous hearings, the court will be
able to give uninterrupted judicial attention to its long-
est pending cases. There are multiple challenges to
clearing the mounting backlog; the chief among them
is the shortage of judges. Other contributing factors
include lack of court management systems, poor in-
frastructure, frequent adjournments and indiscriminate
use of writ jurisdiction. With the apex court becoming
more accessible to citizens through e-filing and vir-
tual hearings, case intake has risen exponentially. In
2025 alone, the total number of cases filed reached
an unprecedented 75,402. The judiciary’s attempts in
the past to reduce the overall pendency of cases and
improve the speed and efficiency of the justice deliv-
ery system have yielded mixed results. During DY
Chandrachud’s tenure as the CJI, several initiatives
were taken to leverage technology to streamline the
processes, including the launch of the SC-JUDICARE
project to automate the classification of pending cases
and group matters with similar legal issues so they
could be heard together. It is heartening that the cur-
rent CJI Surya Kant has vowed to formulate a unified
national policy for disposing of pending matters.
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Does your risk of fatty liver go up after
gallbladder surgery? Top gastro explains

For nearly a year after her gallbladder surgery, 46-
year-old Meera (name changed) blamed herself for the
bloating that refused to go away. She developed chronic
diarrhoea and reflux issues. Fried food made her uncom-
fortable, her digestion seemed unpredictable and a rou-
tine health check-up brought another surprise: she had
fatty liver disease. “I thought the surgery had fixed one
problem only to create another,” she recalls. Was losing
her gallbladder the reason her liver was now accumulat-
ing fat?It’s a question that gastroenterologists are hear-
ing more often. While the gallbladder does not make bile
— the liver does — its removal permanently changes
how bile reaches the intestine. The altered flow can af-
fect fat digestion and, in some people, change the gut
microbiome and digestive patterns. Some studies have
suggested that people who undergo gallbladder removal
may have a slightly higher risk of developing metabolic
dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD),
commonly known as fatty liver.“But surgery itself is rarely
the culprit. Obesity, diabetes, insulin resistance, unhealthy
diets and physical inactivity remain the major drivers of
fatty liver, with gallbladder removal acting, at most, as
one piece of a much larger metabolic puzzle,” explains
Dr Sudeep Khanna, senior consultant, gastroenterology,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, Delhi. Excerpts:

What changes after the gallbladder is removed?
The gallbladder is a small organ located beneath

the liver whose primary function is to store and concen-
trate bile, a digestive fluid produced by the liver. When-
ever we eat, particularly foods rich in fat, the gallbladder
contracts and releases a concentrated burst of bile into
the small intestine. This helps break down fats efficiently
and aids the absorption of fat-soluble vitamins.After a
cholecystectomy, or gallbladder removal, the liver con-
tinues to produce bile exactly as before. What changes is
the way bile reaches the intestine. Instead of being stored
and released in response to meals, bile continuously trick-
les into the digestive tract throughout the day. This al-
tered pattern is something most people adapt to remark-
ably well. Most patients recover completely and lead per-
fectly healthy lives after gallbladder removal. However,
some do notice digestive changes, especially after eat-
ing fatty meals.

Does this affect fat digestion?
Because bile is no longer stored and released in

concentrated amounts during meals, digesting large quan-
tities of fat may become slightly less efficient in some

patients. As a result, they may experience bloating, indi-
gestion, loose stools, diarrhoea or abdominal discom-
fort, particularly after eating fried or greasy foods. These
symptoms are generally mild, tend to improve over time
as the digestive system adapts, and are rarely severe
enough to require long-term treatment.

Is there really a link with fatty liver?
There is no definitive evidence that gallbladder re-

moval itself causes fatty liver. Gallstones and fatty liver
frequently share the same underlying risk factors. Obe-
sity, type 2 diabetes, insulin resistance, abnormal cho-
lesterol levels and unhealthy eating habits increase the
likelihood of developing both conditions. In many patients,
these metabolic abnormalities already exist before gall-
bladder surgery, making it difficult to determine whether
the operation contributes independently to liver disease.

Why do researchers think there could be a connec-
tion?

One possibility relates to the altered flow of bile.
Continuous bile flow rather than meal-triggered release
may reduce the efficiency of fat digestion in some people,
particularly after heavy meals. Long-term changes in di-
gestion may subtly influence metabolism. Researchers
are also paying close attention to the gut microbiome.
Bile performs functions beyond digesting fats; it also helps
regulate the balance of bacteria living in the intestines.
When bile flow changes after surgery, the composition of
the gut microbiome may also change. Some patients con-
sequently experience bloating, diarrhoea, constipation
or bacterial overgrowth. Increasing evidence suggests
that disturbances in the gut microbiome can contribute to
liver inflammation through what scientists call the “gut-
liver axis,” an intricate communication network between
the digestive tract and the liver.Another area attracting
scientific interest is bile acid signalling. Scientists now
know that bile acids function not only as digestive fluids
but also as hormones that regulate glucose metabolism,
insulin sensitivity, cholesterol balance and fat storage.
Altering the normal circulation of bile acids after gallblad-
der removal could theoretically influence these metabolic
pathways. However, these mechanisms remain under
investigation, and researchers stress that they do not
establish a direct cause-and-effect relationship.

How can you protect your liver after gallbladder re-
moval?

Fortunately, most people do not require any special
medicines after gallbladder surgery. Instead, doctors rec-
ommend adopting healthy lifestyle habits that benefit both
digestion and liver health. Eating smaller, balanced meals
instead of very large, fatty meals often helps reduce di-
gestive discomfort. Limiting fried foods and ultra-pro-
cessed foods, consuming adequate fibre, drinking
enough water and gradually resuming regular physical
activity all support healthy digestionMaintaining a healthy
body weight remains one of the most effective ways to
prevent fatty liver. Equally important is keeping diabetes,
blood pressure and cholesterol under good control. These
measures have a far greater impact on long-term liver
health than the surgery itself.

Your BP may be high even when you feel
normal: Why you must begin screening at 18

A 38-year-old software engineer from Bengaluru
considered himself healthy. He rarely fell sick, exercised
moderately and had never experienced severe head-
aches or dizziness. During a routine health check
organised at his workplace, however, his blood pressure
was measured at 156/96 mmHg (normal being 120/80
mmHg). Assuming it was simply stress from an important
meeting, he ignored the result. When his physician ad-
vised him to monitor his blood pressure at home for a
week, the readings remained consistently high. Further
evaluation revealed early changes in his heart and kid-
neys — damage that had been developing quietly for
years despite the lack of obvious symptoms.Rajesh’s story
is far from unusual. Across India, millions of people un-
knowingly live with hypertension because they continue
to believe a dangerous myth: if I feel fine, I must be healthy.
The most significant knowledge gap in the Indian context
is the belief that high blood pressure triggers obvious
distress, such as nosebleeds or intense headaches. While
these occur in emergencies, millions of Indians live with
Stage 1 hypertension (blood pressure readings between
130–139 mmHg systolic or 80–89 mmHg diastolic) and
feel remarkably energetic.

Blood pressure is the measurement of the force ex-
erted against your arterial walls. When this pressure re-
mains chronically elevated, the arteries become stiffer
and thicker to withstand the force. Because this process
is gradual and occurs at a cellular level, your brain often
adapts to the “new normal,” leaving you unaware of the
strain on your heart and kidneys. This is particularly con-
cerning for the youth. Hypertension affects 12.1 per cent
of young Indians, who face a heightened risk of prema-
ture cardiovascular events and impaired
productivity.Subtle signals we often dismissWhile hyper-
tension is asymptomatic in the traditional sense, it often
leaves subtle physiological signals that modern Indians
frequently dismiss as signs of ageing or a busy lifestyle.
Peer-reviewed clinical observations suggest we should
be more attentive to these overlooked indicators: Noc-
turia (Waking up to urinate): Frequent nighttime urination
can be a sign that high blood pressure is straining the
kidneys, forcing them to work overtime during rest. Pul-
satile Tinnitus: A rhythmic thumping or “whoosh” sound
in the ears that keeps pace with your heartbeat, often
caused by turbulent blood flow through narrowed arter-
ies. The “Heavy” Neck or Shoulders: Chronic tension at
the base of the skull or on top of the shoulders can be a
secondary response to vascular strain, rather than just
poor posture.Unexplained Sleep Disturbances: Research
in the Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine indicates a strong
correlation between hypertension and fragmented
sleep.Subconjunctival Haemorrhage: A painless red spot
in the eye can be a visual cue that small, fragile capillar-
ies have ruptured due to high systemic pressure.What
triggers high blood pressure?

In India, excessive sodium intake remains one of
the biggest culprits, with salt hidden not only in traditional
foods such as pickles and papads but also in packaged
“diet” snacks, ready-to-eat meals and fast food. Rising
rates of obesity, increasingly sedentary lifestyles and
chronic emotional stress further compound the problem.
A clinical analysis of more than 8,600 Indian patients
found that excess salt intake (39%) was the most com-

mon risk factor for hypertension, followed by obesity
(32.9%), a sedentary lifestyle (28.6%), and emotional
stress (20.7%). Adding to these lifestyle challenges is the
South Asian phenotype, which makes Indians more sus-
ceptible to strokes and heart attacks at comparatively
lower blood pressure levels than many Western
populations.We are seeing a rise in masked hyperten-
sion, where blood pressure appears normal in a clinic
but spikes during work or sleep. Use the Rule of Three.
Measure your BP at home at the same time for three
consecutive days. If the average is consistently above
135/85 mmHg, your body is telling you the truth that your
symptoms aren’t. A 24-hour ambulatory blood pressure
monitoring test will give valuable data on the blood pres-
sure readings throughout the day and night. This not only
helps in diagnosing hypertension, but also helps in iden-
tifying specific triggers and managing
hypertension.Measure before dinner or at least 2 hours
after dinner.It is also advisable to avoid drinking any sort
of caffeine, alcohol and exercise for at least 30 minutes
before readings. Similarly, it is important to take two or
three readings and average them out, and do this for
seven consecutive days. When there is persistently high
blood pressure in the early morning (morning hyperten-
sion), it is important to screen for the following conditions:
Inadequate 24-hour blood pressure control (most com-
mon) Exaggerated morning blood pressure surge  Noc-
turnal hypertensObstructive sleep apnea (OSA)High di-
etary sodium intake or fluid retentionSecondary hyper-
tension from possible kidney disease.When should Indi-
ans begin screening for BP?Indians should begin moni-
toring their blood pressure from the age of 18, even if
they are healthy.Ages 18–39: If your blood pressure is
below 120/80 mmHg and you have no risk factors, get it
checked at least once a year. If your readings are 120–
139/80–89 mmHg or you have risk factors such as obe-
sity or a family history of hypertension, monitor it more
frequently — typically every three to six months, or as
advised by your doctor.Age 40 and above: Have your
blood pressure checked every six to 12 months, even if
previous readings have been normal. People with hy-
pertension, diabetes, chronic kidney disease (CKD), obe-
sity, cardiovascular disease, or during pregnancy: Fol-
low your doctor’s advice, which may include regular home
blood pressure monitoring in addition to clinic visits.

Regular physical activity is one of the most effective
non-pharmacological ways to lower blood pressure.

There is a rise in masked hypertension,
where blood pressure appears normal in a clinic
but spikes during work or sleep

Oxford’s new Ebola vaccine enters first human
trial: Serum Institute making over 6,20,000 doses

In a major milestone in the global response to the
ongoing Ebola outbreak in Africa, a vaccine candidate
developed by the University of Oxford has become the
first vaccine against the Bundibugyo strain of the Ebola
virus to enter Phase 1 clinical trials. The development
comes just 57 days after the outbreak was
declared.Backed by the Coalition for Epidemic Prepared-
ness Innovations (CEPI), the vaccine candidate — known
as ChAdOx1 BDBV — will be tested in 50 healthy adults
aged 18 to 55 years in Oxford, UK. The study will evalu-
ate the vaccine’s safety and its ability to trigger an im-
mune response. Recruitment has begun, and vaccina-
tions are expected to start in the coming weeks, subject
to regulatory approval.The Serum Institute of India Pvt.
Ltd. (SII) has played a key role in accelerating the
programme. The Pune-based vaccine manufacturer pro-
duced and stockpiled around 620,000 doses of the in-
vestigational vaccine within just two weeks for potential
emergency use and supplied 4,000 doses for the Phase
1 trial. “During outbreaks, speed, preparedness and glo-
bal collaboration are essential to advancing vaccine can-
didates quickly and responsibly,” Adar Poonawalla, CEO

of Serum Institute of India, said. “We are proud to contrib-
ute to this effort alongside CEPI, the University of Oxford
and our other partners.”

The ChAdOx1 BDBV vaccine was developed by sci-
entists at the Oxford Vaccine Group and the Pandemic
Sciences Institute. It uses the same chimpanzee aden-
ovirus (ChAdOx) viral vector platform that underpinned
the Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, which is es-
timated to have saved more than six million lives during
its first year of global use. “The ongoing Bundibugyo
ebolavirus outbreak continues to devastate affected com-
munities, underlining the urgent need for effective vac-
cines and treatments,” said Professor Teresa Lambe OBE,
Calleva Head of Immunology at the Oxford Vaccine Group
and Pandemic Sciences Institute, who is leading the
study.Calling the development a significant step forward,
Dr Nicole Lurie, Executive Director for Preparedness and
Response at CEPI, noted that the current epidemic has
already become the third-largest Ebola outbreak on
record, with cases continuing to rise. “Every step brings a
safe and effective vaccine closer and strengthens our
ability to protect vulnerable communities, save lives and
help bring this outbreak under control,” she said.Just two
weeks after the outbreak was declared, CEPI, the Uni-
versity of Oxford and the Serum Institute launched a $8.6
million partnership to fast-track the vaccine’s develop-
ment and move it into human clinical trials. Subject to
regulatory approvals, preparations are also under way
for additional clinical studies in Uganda in collaboration
with the Medical Research Council/Uganda Virus Re-
search Institute and London School of Hygiene & Tropi-
cal Medicine Uganda Research Unit.According to CEPI,
the vaccine has reached its first human trial just 57 days
after the World Health Organization declared the outbreak
a Public Health Emergency of International Concern,

Weight-loss drugs can help but they
won’t solve India’s obesity crisis

The arrival of modern anti-obesity medicines has
transformed obesity treatment. For the first time, drugs
such as semaglutide and tirzepatide can produce weight
loss approaching 15–20 per cent in many patients—re-
sults previously achievable mainly with bariatric surgery.
Millions of people living with obesity, type 2 diabetes and
related metabolic disorders now have genuine hope. In
India, clinicians have been using these medicines for
several years, with their use accelerating over the past
year following the availability of tirzepatide.Two major
systematic reviews published recently in The BMJ together
provide perhaps the most balanced assessment yet of
these medicines. One, published only a few days ago,
involving nearly 100,000 participants across 262 clinical
trials, confirms their impressive efficacy and cardiovas-
cular benefits. The second, analysing 37 studies involv-
ing more than 9,300 participants, examines what hap-
pens after treatment is stopped. Together, they remind us
that while these medicines represent a major therapeutic
advance, obesity treatment cannot be judged by kilo-
grams lost alone. For India, where obesity coexists with
relatively low muscle mass and limited healthcare re-
sources, the lessons are especially important.

Quality of life: Less dramatic than expectedOne of
the more surprising observations in the recent BMJ re-
view is that despite substantial weight loss, improvements
in quality of life were relatively modest. Across more than
45,000 participants, none of the available medicines pro-
duced improvements that met accepted thresholds for
clinical significance on standard quality-of-life scales.This
does not mean patients fail to benefit. In everyday clinical
practice, many individuals experience dramatic improve-
ments. Patients who previously struggled to walk even a
few steps often regain mobility. Those with obstructive
sleep apnoea frequently report refreshing sleep after
years of disturbed nights. Many patients also report
greater self-confidence as they lose weight. Everyday
activities become easier. Nevertheless, the findings re-
mind us that losing weight does not automatically trans-
late into proportional improvements in overall wellbeing
for every patient.

Muscle loss: An important concern for IndiansAn is-
sue of crucial importance is muscle loss. The medicines
producing the greatest fat loss also result in measurable
reductions in lean body mass. Tirzepatide appears to
produce greater reductions in lean mass than most other
therapies, while semaglutide also results in significant
muscle loss. Some loss of lean tissue accompanies virtu-
ally every form of weight reduction, whether achieved
through dieting, surgery or medication. However, pre-
serving muscle is essential because it determines
strength, mobility, metabolic health and healthy
ageing.This concern assumes particular importance in
India. Indians typically possess lower skeletal muscle
mass and strength than many Western populations, even
at similar body weights. Loss of muscle mass and strength
(sarcopenia) is increasingly recognised among older
adults and people with diabetes. Reducing body weight
without simultaneously protecting muscle may increase
frailty, falls, disability and hospitalisation, particularly
among older patients.The answer is not to avoid these
medicines but to prescribe them more intelligently. Every
prescription for an anti-obesity medicine should be ac-
companied by advice on adequate protein intake, regu-
lar resistance exercise and periodic assessment of
muscle strength—not merely body weight.

Perhaps the greatest challenge starts after success-
ful weight loss. The second BMJ meta-analysis provides
sobering evidence on what happens when treatment
stops. Across 37 studies involving more than 9,300 par-
ticipants, patients regained weight at an average rate of
approximately 0.4 kg every month after discontinuing

medication. Interestingly, those receiving newer incretin-
based therapies such as semaglutide and tirzepatide
regained weight even faster, with modelling indicating
that most patients returned to their baseline body weight
within 1.5–1.7 years. At the same time, improvements in
blood sugar, blood pressure and cholesterol gradually
disappeared, with most cardiometabolic benefits return-
ing close to baseline within about 1.4 years.These find-
ings reinforce an increasingly accepted concept: obesity
behaves much like hypertension or diabetes—a chronic,
relapsing disease requiring long-term management rather
than a short therapeutic course.The cost of long-term treat-
ment: Are generics the answer?This raises uncomfort-
able questions. Can patients remain on these medicines
for many years? Will they continue injections indefinitely?
Can healthcare systems afford lifelong treatment? More
importantly, can individual patients?These questions
become even more relevant in India. Generic
semaglutide is expected to substantially reduce treatment
costs and improve access. Even then, long-term therapy
is likely to remain expensive for large sections of the popu-
lation. As generic versions become available, ensuring
consistent quality and bioequivalence will be important.
Newer medicines such as tirzepatide and future dual- or
triple-agonists may remain beyond the reach of many
families for years. Given limited healthcare resources,
these medicines should be prioritised for patients most
likely to derive substantial clinical benefit rather than used
indiscriminately for cosmetic weight loss. Cost-effective-
ness, therefore, cannot be ignored while framing India’s
obesity strategy. Every kilogram of weight lost must be
considered alongside treatment duration, affordability and
long-term sustainability.India’s obesity epidemic cannot
hide behind weight-loss drugs

The latest generation of anti-obesity medicines rep-
resents one of the most important advances in metabolic
medicine. They should neither be dismissed because of
their limitations nor promoted as miracle solutions.Patients
with severe obesity, or obesity accompanied by major
obesity-related complications such as type 2 diabetes,
metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease
(MASLD), obstructive sleep apnoea or established car-
diovascular disease, are likely to derive substantial ben-
efit from these medicines. For those with milder obesity,
or whose primary goal is cosmetic weight loss, careful
discussion about expected benefits, possible risks, costs
and the likelihood of long-term treatment becomes
essential.However, India’s obesity epidemic will not be
solved by injections alone. Healthier food environments,
greater physical activity, prevention beginning in child-
hood and better public awareness remain indispensable.
Anti-obesity medicines should complement—not re-
place—these measures.The latest evidence reminds us
that the true goal of obesity treatment is not simply to lose
weight. It is to preserve muscle, improve physical func-
tion, improve physical fitness, reduce complications, sus-
tain a healthier body weight and ultimately help people
live longer and better.

A brief history of popcorn
 and its cinema snack sidekicks

Waikato: An outing to the cinema isn’t just about
seeing a movie, it is a full sensory experience, with a big
screen and big snacks. An epic film demands the pan-
oramic widescreen, thunderous surround sound, embar-
rassingly large boxes of lollies and giant buckets of pop-
corn that never taste the same at home.Throughout the
history of cinema, however, popcorn has been both
scorned as a messy lowbrow distraction and hailed as a
profit-making saviour for a floundering film

industry.Popcorn is one of the oldest foods we still con-
sume as a snack, with archaeological evidence from Peru,
circa 6,700 years ago.Bernabe Cobo, a Jesuit mission-
ary in Peru in the early 17th century, observed popcorn
being made by the local people, toasted until it burst â€“
eaten as a confection called Pisancalla.French explor-
ers in the Great Lakes region of North America in 1612
saw the Iroquois people heating corn kernels in a clay
pot filled with hot sand until they popped â€“ and added
them to a soup.
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Struggling with sleep? Here’s
why strength training can help

Sleep has a direct relationship with your activity quo-
tient. It comes automatically because the body does want
to get into passivity after hyperactivity. Everybody has
different ideas about how much sleep is sufficient. How-
ever, the average adult requires 7 to 9 hours each
night.Many adults experience brief episodes of sleep-
lessness at some point. Days or weeks may pass during
this time. Stress or a traumatic experience is typically the
cause of short-term sleeplessness. But other people have
long-term insomnia, also termed chronic insomnia. This
continues for at least three months. The primary issue
can be insomnia, or it might be connected to other ill-
nesses or medications.Studies have now shown that
strength training is better for sleep than simple aerobic
exercise. Strength training or resistance exercises boost
muscular repair, raising hormone levels that support
deeper sleep and lowering stress and anxiety.

What happens when you do regular strength train-
ing?

It balances stress hormones like cortisol and mela-
tonin, which controls sleep patterns. It can increase lev-

els of hormones like testosterone and growth hormone,
which have been linked to deeper and more restful sleep.
Your muscle fibres sustain tiny tears when you lift weights.
These signal the brain to trigger deeper sleep, which is
essential for muscle repair and recovery.

Why strength training is good for old-age sleepless-
ness

Older adults may have trouble sleeping due to
chronic pain from ailments like arthritis or muscle weak-
ening. Strength training can lessen pain and discomfort
by increasing muscle mass and enhancing joint stability.
Additionally, improving mobility via muscle and bone
strength may lessen the restlessness that usually inter-
feres with sleep.Strength exercises calm the brainStrength
exercise improves mental health by lowering anxiety,
boosting confidence and creating a sense of success.
This can eventually lead to a more tranquil mind, which
will make it simpler to unwind before bed.Other than
strength training, massages also help because they are
a passive exercise. People who do pranayama, yoga
and functional training are certainly bound to get a good
amount of quality sleep. Try recreational sports in the
evening like badminton, volleyball, tennis or football, as
both guarantee a good night’s sleep.

Which routines work best?
Lifting weights, working out using resistance bands,

squats, push-ups and sit-ups work best. The key to effec-
tive strength training is repetition. You should perform
sets of resistance exercises that include up to 12 repeti-
tions apiece. Begin with one set of each activity per work-
out and gradually increase to multiple sets once they are
comfortable.Squats are a great full-body exercise as they
target the legs and core. Push-ups strengthen the chest,
shoulders, and triceps. Rows target the back and biceps
while an overhead press strengthens the shoulders and
upper back.

Stress raises stroke risk in younger women:
Neurologist tells you how to unwind

Stress is riskier for women than men as it triggers
brain strokes in them, according to a recent study pub-
lished in the journal Neurology. Researchers found a
link between chronic stress and stroke risk in younger
women (ages 18-49) but not in men. They also found that
moderate stress levels were associated with a 78 per
cent higher risk in women.While the team at Helsinki
University Hospital, Finland, found an association be-
tween stress and strokes, they didn’t list it as a direct
cause. However, even this association is important as
stress can contribute to high blood pressure and inflam-
mation, both of which are high-risk triggers for strokes.
The researchers recruited 426 people between 18 and
49, all of whom had an ischemic stroke and about half of
whom were women. The team had another group of 426
people who had never had a stroke. Surveys revealed
that those who had strokes experienced significantly
higher levels of stress.According to Dr PN Renjen, senior
consultant, neurology, Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals,
Delhi, “Women are more sensitive to stress hormones.
Besides, they have more stressors as they multitask be-
tween work and home, still carrying the heft of care-giv-
ing.”

How is stress a big risk factor for stroke?
Chronic stress can elevate blood pressure, heart

rate, and levels of sugar and fat in the blood, creating
conditions for forming blood clots, which block blood ves-
sels in the brain, leading to a stroke. Additionally, stress
may lead to unhealthy lifestyle choices such as smoking,
alcohol consumption, and poor diet, further increasing
susceptibility to stroke.

Why do women tend to suffer more from stress than
men?

Biologically, women are more sensitive to stress hor-
mones like the corticotropin-releasing factor (CRF), with
their neurons binding more tightly to these hormones and
showing lesser adaptive responses than men. Socially,
women face added pressures from caregiving responsi-

bilities, workplace inequities, and societal expectations.
These cause depression, anxiety disorders and emo-
tional exhaustion. Research highlights that younger
women report higher stress levels due to limited coping
strategies at earlier life stages.

What should women do to lower their stress levels?
Women can manage stress effectively by adopting

healthy coping mechanisms such as exercise, mindful-
ness practices like yoga or meditation, and seeking emo-
tional support from friends or professionals. Engage in
hobbies or self-care activities. It is also important for
women to recognize the signs of chronic stress early and
address underlying causes such as workload or relation-
ship issues through structured problem-solving or coun-
selling.

What should your immediate response be to a stress-
ful situation?

For immediate stress management, techniques like
counting to ten before reacting, practising positive self-
talk, or stepping away from the situation can help you
regain composure. Just do deep breathing exercises to
activate your body’s relaxation response, reducing heart
rate and tension. Mindfulness meditation is another ef-
fective technique, encouraging focus on the present mo-
ment and breaking the cycle of anxious thoughts.

A many splendored nut: studying the health
benefits of eating almonds regularly

Move over tea, olive oil, turmeric, and milk: there’s a
tiny seed that might have just out-distanced all these foods
in terms of most research being conducted on it. In the
last couple of decades, the humble almond, it turns out, is
right on top of a list of foods that are attracting a great deal
of research and funding, as more benefits are being
dragged out of its kernel, after splitting apart the hull and
shell. Reportedly, over 200 peer-reviewed publications
that link almonds to various health benefits have been
out, these past 20 years. Among the benefits this nearly
frenetic research has laid bare are protection for heart
health, an edge in weight management, salutary effects
on blood sugar, cholesterol, and gut health, and assist-
ing with post-exercise recovery, not to mention, even skin
care, and keeping wrinkles at bay.

The energy, and ostensibly, funding behind this ac-
tivity comes from the Almond Board of California (ABC),
established in 1950, and tasked with promoting almond
consumption in both the domestic and international mar-
kets, but also with ensuring sustainable growing tech-
niques, and of course, promoting research on the health
benefits hidden in the nut. The Board actively works with
nutritionists and dieticians across the world to work in an
effort to integrate almonds, in some form, into the diet.
About 4 % of the Board’s funds are budgeted for research
and innovation, which includes nutritional research. To
get a sense of the finances at play, the ABC successfully
secured US $ 7 million in funding from the United States
Department of Agriculture, besides US $ 3.41 million for
market access and US $ 2,21,000 in foreign market de-
velopment and US $ 250,000 in emerging markets fund-
ing in 2024. Key among the international locations that
the ABC targets is India, a country, they acknowledge,
that makes things easy for them, with the almond already
embedded in local cultures, and food practices. It is also
the second-biggest international market for almonds, af-
ter the United States itself. for In 2023-24, Indian ship-
ments from California amounted to 400 million pounds, a
four-time increase since a decade ago.

What’s in the nut?
Here are some basic facts about the almond, just to

lay the ground for the powerhouse claims that research-
ers have made about the nut: one ounce or 28 grams of
almonds, comprising roughly 23 nuts apparently pack in
6 grams of protein, 4 grams of fibre, 9 grams of
monounsaturated fats, and a smattering of Vitamin E, cal-
cium, potassium, phosphorous, riboflavin (Vitamin B),
magnesium and iron. It is of course well known that pro-
teins are building blocks, and help build and preserve
and maintain bones, muscle, skin, nails, and confer sati-
ety, while monounsaturated fats help lower harmful cho-
lesterol, and increase protective HDL cholesterol. The
multiple benefits that vitamins and minerals confer are
also well documented. As Elena Hemler, the nutrition
programme lead with ABC, says, “Almonds are incred-
ibly nutrient dense.” She adds that emerging areas of
research include sleep benefits, healthy ageing, and im-
pacts on cancer. “Post COVID-19,” Clarice Turner, presi-
dent and CEO, ABC, says, “there has been a great deal
of interest in studying what we put on our plates, and
healthy stuff in our bodies.” This has also spurred interest
in scientifically establishing the perceived beneficial ef-
fects of almonds for humans, as a healthy snack.

Almonds are also very versatile today, coming in as
many as 14 forms, including oils, kernels, slivers, flour,
milk, butter, coming with the shell, skin, blanched, or
roasted and in multiple favours, with research on into
charming, and tasty food pairings with almonds. Harbinder
Maan, associate director, trade, marketing and steward-
ship, ABC, who spearheads the flavour side of the busi-
ness says: “Today, almonds come in more forms than
any other tree nut.” The almond industry might have also
benefited, in recent times, from seemingly increasing glu-
ten allergies among people in different parts of the world,
as it provides flour and milk that are gluten free, and ve-
gan options, explains Emily Fleischmann, vice president,
global market development, ABC. As far as allergies go,
while nut allergies might be increasing, studies show that
less than 1 % of the population have a tree nut (as is the
almond) allergy, and less than 0.5 % have almond aller-
gies, thus not of significance to hamper use of the nut
itself, Ms. Hemler explains.

Two recent Indian studies, the results of which were
published in 2023, showed a strong correlation between
good blood sugar control and eating a fixed quantity of
almonds. One study led by Anoop Misra, Professor and
Chairman, Fortis-C-DOC Centre of Excellence for Dia-
betes, Metabolic Diseases, and Endocrinology (New
Delhi) and Seema Gulati, head, Nutrition Research Group,
National Diabetes, Obesity, and Cholesterol Foundation
showed that study participants who ate 20g of almonds
30 minutes before a meal showed significant improve-
ments in glycemic control compared to those not eating
almonds before meals over three months. The study rec-
ommended that almonds can be part of a nutritious di-
etary solution offering good potential for the reversal of
prediabetes to normal glucose regulation in some Asian
Indians and therefore potentially prevent or delay the
development of diabetes in people with prediabetes. The
other study by Viswanathan Mohan, president and chief
of diabetes research at Madras Diabetes Research Foun-
dation in Chennai, India, with collaborators R. M. Anjana,
of the MDRF; Richard Mattes, from Purdue University;
Jordi Salas from the Universitat Rovira i Virgili; and Walter
Willett, MD, Harvard University, showed good control of
blood glucose levels. The results of the study indicated
that eating almonds daily for 12 weeks reduced insulin
resistance and improved pancreatic function besides the
positive impact on blood glucose levels. In the control
study, the treatment group also achieved significant re-
ductions in body weight, body mass index, and waist cir-
cumference during the study period, and lowered total
cholesterol levels.

In 2024, a paper by Mark Kern, professor of exercise
and nutritional sciences at San Diego State University,
showed that snacking on two ounces (57g) of almonds
for eight weeks modestly reduced pain ratings, helped
maintain muscle strength, and reduced muscle damage
after exercise. Another study, this time by Oliver C. Witard,
Senior Lecturer in Exercise Metabolism and Nutrition at
Kings College London, suggested that snacking on al-
monds for eight weeks reduced perceived feelings of
muscle soreness during recovery from muscle-damag-
ing exercise, resulting in better maintenance of muscle
functional capacity. Almonds’ impact on weight loss has
also been evaluated by Alison Coates, Professor of Hu-
man Nutrition and Director of the Alliance for Research in
Exercise, Nutrition, and Activity at the University of South
Australia. She argued in a couple of papers that they may
also support weight loss as part of a reduced-calorie diet
among adults with overweight or obesity.

Currently research is focussed only on benefits from
oral consumption of almonds, explains Ms. Fleischmann,
and not really into deriving compounds from almonds
that can enter pharmacology, and be used as therapeu-
tics. “We don’t want almonds to be looked upon as medi-
cine,” she says, while Ms. Hemler reasons that the angle
is that the whole, raw almond as a package can today be
a wonder food.However, she makes it very clear that nu-
tritionally dense as it is, it is not a silvery bullet.

With drug Empagliflozin going off patent,
doctors look forward to price reduction,

benefitting diabetic, heart and kidney patients
Earlier this week, German manufacturer Boehringer

Ingelheim’s patent to manufacture Empagliflozin, a medi-
cation to treat type 2 diabetes mellitus, expired in India.
Empagliflozin is sold under the brand name
Jardiance.“Empagliflozin belongs to the SGLT-2i group
of drugs. (Sodium glucose transporter inhibitor) drugs.
These drugs have shown multiple benefits, including
weight loss, control of diabetes, prevention of heart fail-
ures, heart attacks and kidney damage, said V. Mohan,
chairman, Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes Specialities Centre,
Chennai. “Now that the drug is going off patent, it will be
prescribed more,” he said.Until the year 2000, Indian
diabetologists  prescribed only three classes of drugs –
metformin, sulfonylureas  and insulin. But these medica-
tions can cause hypoglycaemia. During this time, research
to improve the control of diabetes was ongoing, and
gliptins and gliflozins were the answers. These two new
classes of drugs not only controlled blood sugar without
causing hypoglycaemia, but also protected the heart and
kidneys. Gliptins were introduced in 2006 but were ex-
pensive. A few years ago the manufacture of these drugs
became universal.

With the end of patent, the price of 25mg tablet of
empagliflozin which until till now cost ?70 per tablet, could
cost ?15 to 20. A 10mg tablet will cost ?10 to ?15, sur-
mised diabetologist A. Panneerselvam. “As a clinician, if
100 patients needed it, I would prescribe it for only 10
patients, because of the cost factor. Now we will recom-
mend it for all patients who will benefit,” he said.The ex-
pected fall in price however, does not translate into a
panacea for the ailment, he cautioned. People must ad-
here to diet and exercise advice, he pointed out.

What is the drug Empagliflozin?
Empagliflozin, marketed as Jardiance, is a drug for

type 2 diabetes mellitus, manufactured by Boehringer
Ingelheim, a pharmaceutical company headquartered in
Germany.It is used as an adjunct to diet and exercise, to
improve glycemic control and reduce the risk of cardio-
vascular death in patients with established cardiovascu-
lar disease, as per its website.The patent for the drug
expired on March 11, and reports indicate multiple ge-
nerics are expected to hit the market, at lower pricesThe

India diabetes care drugs market was estimated to be
worth USD 1.7 billion in 2024 and is expected to reach
USD 2.01 billion by 2029 Rajaram Anantharaman, con-
sultant cardiologist with Kauvery Hospital said research
on the drug had revealed its protective effects for the
heart. Studies showed that the drug helped people at risk
for heart disease even if they did not have diabetes. “In
the past 20 years we had no new major heart medication.
These SGLT 2 inhibitors prevent glucose absorption in
the kidney. The fluid collection in the lung is therefore
reduced, and hospital admission with heart failure comes
down. Overall deaths also drop,” he explained.

Cardiologists use four different medications for heart
failure. They are beta blockers, ARNI inhibitors, miner-
alocorticoid receptor antagonists and SGLT2 inhibitors.
The other three drugs are already available in generic
form, Dr. Rajaram said. “We call them the four pillars of
heart failure (treatment). With empagliflozin becoming
cheaper, the medications will reduce symptoms, deaths
and hospitalisations. “We do have a lot of heart failure
patients in India. This drug will help in terms of symptoms
and improving quality of life,” he added.Rajan
Ravichandran, senior consultant nephrologist with MIOT,
said: “For some unknown reason the drug also protects
the kidney. The drug’s mechanism reduces protein leak
into urine. When sugar is removed along with water, the
heart function will improve. Once the tissue oedema goes
away the organ functions better. That applies to kidneys
also,” he explained.

In Karnataka, efforts on to combat the challenge of a
hidden disability in newborns: hearing impairment
As late identification of hearing problems among

the newborns can result in permanent hearing loss, early
screening is being done on a priority in Karnataka, with
the Mysuru-based All India Institute of Speech and Hear-
ing (AIISH), a premier institute in the field of speech and
hearing, under the Union Ministry of Health and Family,
successfully running a Newborn Screening (NBS)
programme.

Under the NBS, newborns are screened for commu-
nication disorders before they are discharged from the
hospital they are born in. To do this, AIISH has collabo-
rated with several hospitals to conduct screening
programmes to detect hearing impairment and other de-
velopmental disabilities that can affect speech and lan-
guage development. The screening has been helping in
early intervention for those identified with the disorders,
as any delay in the identification poses a risk, and affects
successful management of children with hearing loss,
according to AIISH.AIISH has been running campaigns
for early interventions and has joined hands with various
hospitals in Mysuru and elsewhere in the State, besides
select locations in other parts of the country. “Children
born with hearing loss will not develop speech since they
don’t hear it and therefore early interventions are a must,”
said experts at AIISH here.AIISH Mysuru has been stress-
ing on early identification and intervention on hearing
issues among infants within three months of the child’s
birth.

According to AIISH, the first three years of life is the
most crucial period for acquiring speech and language
skills. Babies acquire speech and language from the time
they are born, and one of the ways they learn is through
hearing. If they have any problem with hearing and/or
other disorders they may have delayed speech and lan-
guage development, it explains.As part of NBS, over
60,000 infants are screened every year using state-of-art
technology within seven days of their birth at the identi-
fied hospitals. The newborns who did not pass the screen-

ing test were evaluated in detail within two months of
their birth to confirm the presence of hearing loss.Earlier
data said about 3 in 1,000 newborns are known to have
permanent hearing loss. But recent data from NBS says it
is 5 in 1,000 newborns and for about two of these infants,
the hearing loss is permanent These infants typically
won’t have any overt signs due to which the hearing loss
goes undetected unless a hearing screening test is con-
ducted. It is important to know that hearing loss can be
accurately identified right at birth through audiological
tests, the institute said in a note during the expansion of
NBS. “Over 95% of hearing loss cases stem from dam-
age to the inner ear, which is often not visible to the na-
ked eye. It is called a hidden disability,” explain AIISH’s
audiologists Indira C.P. and Sandeep M., from the De-
partment of Prevention of Communication Disorders.The
only reliable methods for detecting hearing loss in new-
borns are objective tests like otoacoustic emissions (OAE)
and auditory brainstem responses (ABR). Without these
tests, hearing loss may go undetected, preventing chil-
dren from developing speech. It is scientifically well-es-
tablished that early intervention is crucial, they
explain.Many hospitals in Mysuru are collaborating with
the AIISH for newborn screening.The 1-3-6 rule recom-
mends that all newborns undergo hearing loss screen-
ing at one month of age. At-risk infants should have a
diagnostic assessment at three months, and intervention
should start at six months. “Following these timelines will
help children with hearing loss develop speech and com-
munication skills on par with their hearing peers,” the
audiologists advice, highlighting the significance of early
identification of hearing loss in infants.However, AIISH,
says that the age of identification in India is late -- beyond
3 years. It is said based on the reports that less than 1%
of newborns in India are screened for hearing loss.By the
time parents notice signs of hearing difficulties such as a
lack of response to sounds, it is often too late. This leads
to significant developmental challenges for the child and
puts an immense burden of hearing disability on the fam-
ily and society, according to experts at AIISH.
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CSK and Stephen Fleming end 18-year
partnership, MS Dhoni’s role in focus

 Ever since the franchise failed to qualify for IPL Play-
offs for a third straight time this season, Fleming’s future
as head coach was uncertain, with the management
weighing its options. And after a review conducted along-
side Major League Cricket, where CSK’s sister franchise
Texas Super Kings finished bottom, it is understood that
they took the decision to seek a new coach.“We had an
honest discussion and where we evaluated the season,
and we decided to part ways mutually,” CSK MD Kasi
Viswanathan told The Indian Express.Although the name
of Hemang Badani has emerged as a possible succes-
sor, Viswanathan said the franchise hasn’t started the pro-
cess yet.“We have just finished this process, and we will
start exploring the next options. We have not decided on
any particular name yet,” he said, revealing that they are
open to candidates from home and overseas.Stephen
Fleming has stepped down as CSK coach after 18 years.
(CREIMAS) Stephen Fleming has stepped down as CSK
coach after 18 years. (CREIMAS)

Dhoni’s roleThe Indian Express understands that MS
Dhoni could play a vital role in the road ahead, but it is not
clear at this stage whether he has played his last match or
not.With Fleming vacating the chair, the future of the rest
of the support staff is also not certain. “The new head
coach will decide the support staff. It is only fair if he gets
to bring his own support staff or if he wishes to carry on
someone from within,” Viswanathan added.The Indian
Express understands there is a strong chance the fran-
chise could look at Indian coaches as the role of local
players has become prominent. Dhoni, who is currently in
the UK, is expected to be involved in the process, and
there is a strong likelihood he will meet a few alongside
The Hundred.

After being knocked out again this season, CSK’s
management was keen on retaining Fleming at least till
the end of the cycle. However, with the franchise’s perfor-
mance dwindling across leagues (IPL, MLC and SA20), it
is understood that a new direction has been sought. “On
behalf of everyone at the Super Kings franchise, we ex-
tend our deepest gratitude for his unwavering commit-
ment, passion, and leadership. While our journey together
on the field comes to a close, he will always remain an
integral part of the team’s legacy,” CSK owner Rupa
Gurunath said.The decision to part ways with Fleming
brings to an end a long and successful stint that any coach
has had in the IPL. Fleming, who played the maiden IPL
season, took over as head coach from Kepler Wessels
ahead of the 2009 edition and is the most decorated coach
in the IPL with five titles and two Champions Leagues.
However, ever since Dhoni stepped down as captain af-
ter the 2023 season and passed the baton to Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Fleming’s role has gained prominence in the
set-up. But in each of the three seasons that followed,
CSK failed to make the play-offs, even finishing at the
bottom of the table in 2025.While Fleming enjoyed unwa-
vering support, in the recently concluded season, there
was plenty of disquiet among the fans. While the former
New Zealand captain acknowledged the noise, the
franchise’s performance and the players picked at the
auction had remained a hot topic. For a franchise that
built its foundation on experienced players, in the previ-
ous mega auctions, they took a slightly different route and
were found out of their depth. Then, ahead of the last
season, in the mini auction, they went for new young play-
ers, and again ended up with a below-par season.

Stephen Fleming CSK Stephen Fleming head coach
of Team Chennai Super Kings during post match press
meet after Match 37 of the TATA Indian Premier League
2026 between Chennai Super Kings and Gujarat Titans
at MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai, India, on April
26, 2026. (CREIMAS)For a franchise that was known to
build strong squads at the auction table, none of their
recent picks have been able to deliver the consistency
that the team is known for. Similarly, there were a few
notable omissions when Matheesha Pathirana was let
go, a player whom the franchise had invested plenty in
and one who enjoyed Dhoni’s backing.The decision to
bring in a new coach now means that, before the mega
auction that is likely to take place after the next IPL sea-
son, CSK will have a clear picture of their core.

It’s Muchachos vs Wonderwall in the battle of Arg
vs Eng anthems, with the Falklands looming large

 A schoolteacher in Buenos Aires, Fernando Romero,
was cooking his breakfast when the lines gushed out of
his mind: “I was born in Argentina, land of Diego and
Lionel, Of the kids from Malvinas, which I will never for-
get.” He set the lyrics to the background score of a popu-
lar song Muchachos, composed by the reggae and punk
nine-piece band La Mosca Tsé-Tsé at the stroke of the
century.What Argentines refer to as Islas Malvinas and
claim sovereignty over, are the Falkland Islands – a self-
governing British Overseas Territory now, but also the
cause of the 10-week war in 1982.

Little did Romero then know that, in December 2020,
a week after Maradona’s death, his song would become
his country’s sporting anthem, rendered passionately by
the fans in stadia, players in the locker room and by masses
in the streets.Romero was not the first one to adapt the
song which meant “Boys, we will get drunk”; several ad-
aptations could be heard during club games in most sta-
dia around Buenos Aires. But this became the most iconic
one, and the band, which was disbanded several years
ago, reunited to re-record the song with Romero’s lyrics.He
wanted to sing during a World Cup qualifier between Ar-
gentina and Bolivia inside Estadio Monumental in Buenos
Aires. But he couldn’t procure tickets. He and his friends
started singing the song outside the arena, which a local
television crew captured and the original band members
happened to watch and later re-recorded.The band won
the equivalent of a national award and Romero was in-
vited to sing this song to an audience that included Lionel
Messi. His only regret, he told Argentina media outlet EFE,
he could not take a picture with Messi.In the streets, people
stop him and thank him. “They’ve told me that I did more
for them with the song than the last 40 years of democ-
racy,” he told EFE. For this edition he tweaked the chorus
again to suit the context. “I want to win the third one, I want
to be a world champion again.” Messi, though prefers his
original one penned for the 2022 World Cup. The song
still resonates with the fans, and most of them have
internalised the lines, and hum it in public spaces.In fan
zones, parks, supermarkets and airports, flooded with Ar-
gentinians for the semi-final against England on Wednes-
day, fans have the song on the tip of their tongues. In the
corner of Atlanta airport, Lorenzo Alberto was watching a
reel his friend had sent him from Argentina’s round-of-16
bout against Egypt a few days ago in the city. He was
waiting for his flight to Kansas for the quarterfinal. He briskly
took his ear phones out and said: “You should watch this
without the earphones, and you feel you are in the stands
again.” He then recited almost the full chorus of
MuchachosHe explained its connection among the fans:
“It fills us with energy and belief. It’s something of an iden-
tity,” he said, raising the volume, to the ire of a security
guard’s piercing glance. He doesn’t stop, and she doesn’t
care. “Even if you are the only man in the stadium, or if I
happen to be amidst non-Argentina fans, I will sing it.
Even if it’s the English fans,” he says.But the reference of
the Falklands War, or Malvina War as the Argentines say,
wooed controversy after videos of Argentina footballers
singing Muchachos in the dressing room. The victory over
Switzerland ensured a contest between football’s bitterest
rivalry for the first time in a competitive game since 2005.
But the FIFA decided not to impose any sanction, even
though they insist on taking stringent action against “po-
litical expression within stadiums.”

Forty four years have passed since the war that cost
9,000 lives, for the archipelago in South Atlantic. The angst
might have faded, but old timers still nurse it. Says John
Byers, from Birmingham, who has watched every World
Cup since 1994, from the stands: “What happened to the
war? They captured it and we took it back a few days later.
The people were happy and it was totally needless intru-
sion. It’s like how Argentina has always defeated us. By
cheating!”“It must have happened long ago, but not for-
gotten. We can’t keep politics away from this game,” he
adds.Politicians have fanned up the rivalry, too. Ministers
of both nations exchanged verbal ammunition. After the
semifinal run-in was finalised, Argentina’s foreign minis-

ter Pablo Quirno claimed the 2013 referendum in the
Falklands “was artificially implanted by the occupying
power.” As much as 99.8% of the population said they
were happy with British governance. But Quirno wrote in
La Nacion: “Time does not transform an illegitimate occu-
pation into sovereignty. Nor will it divide the territorial unity
of the Argentine Republic,” he wrote.Downing Street
promptly retorted on Monday. “The UK’s position is clear.
The islanders have repeatedly expressed their wish to
remain a British overseas territory, and their right to self-
determination is paramount,” the Prime Minister’s spokes-
person said in a statement.Often vilified as provocateurs,
Argentina’s fans are desperate to shake off the image.
“We are not for anything violent. We will celebrate, but we
won’t hurt, even though the atmosphere could be tense,”
says Marco Allan, who has flown with his son Benjamin
for the game.Social media is also replete with sections of
Argentina fans cheekily appropriating a Spanish
Wonderwall.But it is the Muchachos, he says, that would
drown out any other noise in the arena, where 30,000
English fans are expected to be among the audience,
armed with their song. “It’s time we avenged for the Hand
of God, maybe we should pay them back in the same
coin,” says Byers. A place in the final awaits the winner,
but it’s that well-worn cliche. The match is more than just
a game.

FIDE Chess World Cup format
changes – duration, participants,

time Control & prize pool
The International Chess Federation (FIDE) has ap-

proved a significant change to the Chess World Cup for-
mat, effective from the 2027 cycle. The revamped tourna-
ment will be shorter, feature a larger field, and introduce a
Swiss-system qualification stage.

The new format reduces the World Cup from 27 days
to 19 days. The tournament will now be played in two
stages. The opening stage will consist of Swiss-system
tournaments played with a fast classical time control of 45
minutes plus a 30-second increment per move. The Open
World Cup will feature four Swiss pools, while the Women’s
World Cup will be divided into two pools. Each Swiss
tournament will be played over nine rounds across five
days.

The top players from each pool will advance to the
knockout stage. In the Open World Cup, the top four play-
ers from each of the four pools (16 players total) will qualify.
In the Women’s World Cup, the top eight players from
each of the two pools (16 players total) will advance.

The second stage will retain the traditional knockout
format. The Round of 16, quarterfinals, semifinals, and
final will be played using the existing World Cup format
and classical time controls. A rest day will separate the
Swiss and knockout stages, with two additional rest days
scheduled during the knockout phase.Previously, the
World Cup followed a single-elimination knockout format
with 206 players competing over eight rounds. Each round
spanned three days, with two classical games followed
by tie-breaks on the third day. The top 50 seeds received
byes, while players seeded 51 to 206 competed in the
first round.

Connections vs Organisation: France vs
Spain a battle of football philosophies

 France have illuminated the 2026 FIFA World Cup
through the irrepressible brilliance of their front four: Kylian
Mbappé, Désiré Doué, Ousmane Dembélé and Michael
Olise; footballers who flourish in freedom and recoil from
rigidity.It is a fitting image for a nation that has so often
celebrated those who challenged convention and defied
rules — from the Revolution to Surrealism and the
Nouvelle Vague.France are first in shots on target and
assists, second on goals and expected goals. Nobody is
surprised.Yet, such has been this tournament that even
the team that is the very antithesis of France — Spain —
has also been successful, with the fewest goals conceded
— just one in six matches.A team built on an unwavering
faith in organisation, where the shirt outweighs the indi-
vidual wearing it. After winning the 2010 World Cup,
Vicente del Bosque had said there is no room for indi-
vidualism in Spain’s philosophy of collective football. His
disciple, Luis de la Fuente has remained steadfast to that
creed.Spain are first in passes and possession control.
Nobody is surprised.On Tuesday, hence, football will not
witness merely another game of 22 men chasing a ball. It
will witness a battle of two contrasting philosophies. And,
only one will prevail.Mbappe France’s Kylian Mbappe (10)
celebrates with teammates after scoring his side’s third
goal during the World Cup round of 32 soccer match be-
tween France and Sweden in East Rutherford, N.J., near
New York, Tuesday, June 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Yuki
Iwamura)The fluidity of DeschampsDidier Deschamps
has not always been an apostle of attacking football. Quite
the opposite. Defence was the bedrock of France’s 1998
World Cup triumph — of which Deschamps was a part.
Fabien Barthez kept the most clean sheets. Not even
Ronaldo and Rivaldo’s Brazil could score against
them.Two decades later, Deschamps won the trophy
again as manager with a similarly robust blueprint. Hugo
Lloris finished with the joint-most clean sheets in
Russia.And then came a campaign for change. At the
2024 Euros, France scored only four goals, of which two
came off opponents, and one was a penalty. For a nation
blessed with a conveyor belt of attacking talent, it was an
unacceptable outcome.The verdict was out: either
Deschamps would have to evolve, or French football

would, without him.The former happened. A new philoso-
phy was introduced — relationalism.

What is it? The name is self-explanatory. This is a
footballing style that believes relations outweigh positional
play, and a team is as good as the connection among its
players. Instead of rigid structural positions, players are
given the licence to drift and be creative.The evidence
has been everywhere. Mbappe was the focal point of at-
tack against Morocco, but against Paraguay, it was
Dembele. The pair forged a twin-striker partnership against
Norway, but against Iraq, Olise was the farthest
forward.The key to a successful relationist team is com-
munication among its attackers. Men who speak the same
language.Guy Stephan, Deschamps’ assistant, alluded
to the same theory.“Between Ousmane, Michael and
Kylian, we have players who talk the same (language of)
football. Our number one goal is to create problems for
the opponent, hurt them, and be decisive.”Nine of France’s
26-member squad are attackers. Deschamps had made
his plans clear at the onset. On being asked about his
strategy, he had said: “If I am taking so many offensive
players, it is because I want to use them.”He has done
exactly that. No player has scored more goals than
Mbappe or supplied more assists than Olise. Dembele
has a hat-trick. Doue has repeatedly changed games.
The organisational burden belongs to the six behind them.
The four horsemen have done as they pleased.

Spain coach Luis de la Fuente giving pep talk to his
team at World Cup 2026. (AP) Spain coach Luis de la
Fuente giving pep talk to his team at World Cup 2026.
(AP)The rigidity of De la FuenteIn De la Fuente’s system,
no one does as he pleases. Not even the game’s bright-
est prodigy, Lamine Yamal, is exempt.Spain are unbeaten
in 10 matches this year. More telling is what they have
conceded: just three goals. Unai Simón had kept a clean
sheet for a record 650 minutes — the longest streak in
World Cup history.If France thrive on variation, Spain thrive
on repetition. Their passing networks scarcely change
from game to game.The origin of attacks is contrasting
too.With a Ballon d’Or winner on their flank, France rely
on wing-play. Spain’s Ballon d’Or winner plays in midfield.
Expectedly, 42.5 percent of their final-third entries have
been through the central channel, as opposed to France’s
34.1%.Asked to define his philosophy before the tourna-
ment, De la Fuente said: “For me, the watchword is ‘team’.
That must take precedence over individual talent. The
collective should always come before the individual. That’s
the standard of behaviour we expect. Individual talent
alone is not enough to win big competitions. It can win
you matches, but not tournaments.”Mbappe and his com-
patriots would attempt to prove otherwise. What awaits is
a spectacle.Both teams have their unique spin to football.
France believe in connections. Spain believe in
organisation. At full-time in Arlington, only one will con-
tinue to believe they can win the World Cup.

How Sinner out-served a faster, harder-hitting
Zverev at Wimbledon

 The difference wasn’t power, it was what each man
did with the points that followed. Sinner won 80 per cent
of points on his first serve to Zverev’s 71, and 65 per cent
on his second to Zverev’s 61. He also out-returned Zverev,
43 return points to 34. Whenever the match needed de-
ciding, Sinner had more ways to decide it.That efficiency
has been rebuilt from close to nothing. Two years ago this
would have sounded absurd. At the 2025 US Open final,
also against Carlos Alcaraz, Sinner’s first serve landed
just 48 per cent of the time. He lost. Days later, leaked
practice footage showed him back on court working on
the shot that had failed him under exactly that pressure.
He won his next tournament.

The rebuild started in 2022, under Riccardo Piatti,
with a platform serve, feet planted wide, the racket arm
arriving from well behind the body. First-serve percent-
age sat below 60. When Piatti gave way to Simone
Vagnozzi, the serve was the first thing he wanted to fix.
Jim Courier remembers cornering him at the 2022 Miami
Open to ask the plan. “The serve, it’s got a hitch in it,”
Vagnozzi told him. “We’ve got to get rid of the hitch and
smooth it out. I want the toss more in front so he can be
more offensive.”

By mid-2023, Vagnozzi and Darren Cahill had
switched Sinner to a pinpoint stance, back foot drawn up
to meet the front at contact, modelled on John Isner, a six-
foot-ten American who serves nothing like Sinner other-
wise plays. It made no obvious sense on paper. It took
years to show in the numbers: gains in 2023, more in
2024, and by 2026, a first-serve percentage above 65
with roughly 80 per cent of those points won.Jannik Sin-
ner of Italy celebrates after winning a point against
Alexander Zverev of Germany men's singles final at
Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Sunday,
July 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung) Jannik Sinner of
Italy celebrates after winning a point against Alexander
Zverev of Germany men’s singles final at Wimbledon Ten-
nis Championships in London, Sunday, July 12, 2026.
(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)Paolo Bertolucci, the former Ital-
ian Davis Cup player who has watched the rebuild unfold
in Gazzetta dello Sport, has pointed to smaller, recent
adjustments beneath the mechanical one, the toss
brought closer to the body, the right elbow held further
back while loading. Together, he has written, they turned
the serve from a shot Sinner had to protect into one that
protects him.You cannot attack Jannik Sinner’s first serve,”
Djokovic said after his own straight-sets semi-final defeat,
in which he lost only five points behind it. “You can try to
read it, block it, get it back and play.” Asked to explain the

shift, he didn’t stop at mechanics. “It’s become an incred-
ible weapon in the last two years. Very unpredictable,
great variety, great balance. He is using his height ex-
tremely well.”

The scale of it becomes clear against history. Sinner
is the first Wimbledon champion since Roger Federer in
2003 to win without losing a single service game across
the semi-final and final. Across both matches, he faced
exactly two break points, one against Djokovic, one against
Zverev, and saved both.Sinner’s own account, offered after
beating Jan-Lennard Struff in the quarter-final, was
plainer: he and his team changed the motion, the toss, the
timing, “many things,” not chasing pace so much as learn-
ing “the right serve at the right moment.”That composure
had a specific test on Sunday. Two hours forty-two min-
utes in, locked at 3-3 in the third set, Zverev earned his
first break point of the match, thirty-one straight holds be-
tween them to that point. He didn’t get to use it. Sinner
played a drop shot, Zverev pushed off to chase it, and
slipped, hyperextending the same knee he’d injured two
years earlier. Sinner helped him up. Play resumed, but
something had changed. “I was struggling to push off on
the serve,” Zverev said afterward. “My serve speed went
down… the fall didn’t help me in the third set.” Two games
later, serving with a compromised push-off, he was bro-
ken for the first time all match. Sinner served out the set. In
the fourth, Sinner created three break points in a single,
gripping seventh game, at one point scrambling to the turf
to keep a rally alive, converting the third, an in-form Zverev
cracking under sustained pressure this time, not misfor-
tune. Sinner faced one break point in the entire final, and
saved it.Carlos Alcaraz, sidelined all season by a wrist
injury, is still to come back to a tour where the one man
who might have beaten this version of Sinner hasn’t had
the chance to yet.

India enters nine finals at Asian
Under-19 Boxing Championships
Hyderabad: India continued its dominant run at the

Asian Under-19 and Under-23 Boxing Championships,
with nine boxers advancing to the finals in the Under-19
men’s and women’s categories, while six boxers secured
bronze medals following the semifinal bouts in Jakarta.In
the Under-19 women’s category, all eight Indian boxers
delivered outstanding performances to reach the
finals.Chahat (60kg) secured a commanding 5-0 win over
Pei-Chun Tsai (TPE), while Anshika (75kg) registered an
RSC win in the first round against An-Chi Tseng (TPE).
Megha Sheokand (80kg) advanced after her opponent
from Vietnam was unable to continue (abandoned bout),
and Prachi Tokas (+81kg) sealed her place in the final
with an RSC victory in the first round against Shu-Shian

Wang (TPE).Along with the earlier winners, India con-
firmed all eight finalists in the Under-19 women’s
category.In the Under-19 men’s category, two Indian box-
ers progressed to the finals.Aditya (55kg) delivered a
strong performance, defeating Korea’s Hyeonmin Lee via
RSC in the second round,
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Ranveer’s Dhurandhar opens to under 900 viewers
in Japan after Rs 1,300 cr run worldwide

After rewriting box office records in India and several
overseas markets, Ranveer Singh’s Dhurandhar has hit
an unexpected roadblock in Japan. The action thriller,
released in the country as Operation Dhurandhar on July
10, witnessed a muted opening, attracting fewer than 900
moviegoers on its first day despite a wide release and a
high-profile promotional campaign.The film debuted across
nearly 80 screens in Japan through local distributor Twin.
According to trade reports and data from Japanese box
office tracker Mimorin, Dhurandhar had sold 449 tickets
by 2 pm while playing in 57 locations. Although the re-
lease later expanded to around 80 locations, audience
turnout remained largely flat through the evening.The film
ended its opening day with fewer than 900 admissions,
missing a place in Japan’s daily top 25 box office rankings.
It also failed to break into the chart over its opening
weekend.The slow start came despite a dedicated pro-
motional campaign aimed at Japanese audiences. Ahead
of the release, Ranveer Singh recorded a special video
message calling Dhurandhar the biggest Indian film ever

made, while the marketing focused on its espionage-
thriller narrative rather than its record-breaking
collections.The film was released with Japanese subtitles
instead of a dubbed version. While there is no official
explanation for the weak response, some Japanese view-
ers suggested online that the absence of a dubbed re-
lease may have affected its reach.

The disappointing debut also kept Dhurandhar out
of the list of Indian films with the biggest opening-day
admissions in Japan. To enter the top 10, the film needed
to surpass the 1,300 admissions recorded by Salman
Khan’s Tiger 3, which currently occupies the final spot on
the list.At present, RRR remains the biggest Indian opener
in Japan with 8,230 admissions, followed by Saaho
(6,510), Kalki 2898 AD (3,700), Pathaan (2,220), Salaar
(2,200), Jawan (1,960), Rangasthalam (1,610), Devara
(1,550), Baahubali 2 (1,380) and Tiger 3 (1,300). Like
Dhurandhar, Pushpa 2 had also failed to make the top 10
during its release in Japan.A rare setback for a Rs 3,100
crore franchiseThe Japan numbers are a sharp contrast
to the franchise’s phenomenal global performance. The
first Dhurandhar, released in December 2025, earned
more than Rs 1,307 crore worldwide, while its sequel,
Dhurandhar: The Revenge, collected Rs 1,813 crore glo-
bally to become the second highest-grossing Indian film
ever after Dangal. Together, the two films have grossed
over Rs 3,100 crore worldwide.About the
franchiseDirected by Aditya Dhar, the Dhurandhar films
are produced by Jio Studios and B62 Studios. The fran-
chise stars Ranveer Singh alongside Akshaye Khanna,
Sanjay Dutt, Arjun Rampal, R. Madhavan, Sara Arjun,
Rakesh Bedi, Gaurav Gera and Danish Pandor.While In-
dian blockbusters such as RRR have found an enthusi-
astic audience in Japan, Dhurandhar’s opening under-
lines that strong global collections do not always trans-
late into success in one of the world’s most unpredictable
overseas markets.

‘Sanjay Dutt was trembling with fear’: Ujjwal
Nikam on what actor said after he was sentenced

When actor Sanjay Dutt was arrested for illegally
possessing weapons procured from underworld opera-
tives, some of the country’s biggest lawyers defended him
in court. Yet, he was sentenced to prison—a verdict that
prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam says came after he strongly op-
posed any leniency for the actor. Recalling the day the
verdict was pronounced, Nikam said Sanjay was trem-
bling with fear while the media portrayed the prosecutor
as the villain for pursuing a strict punishment.

‘Media turned me into a villain’Speaking to Lallantop,
Nikam said, “Every time Sanjay Dutt cried, people held
me responsible for that. The media can build a public
perception about someone. When the court pronounced
its verdict against Sanjay Dutt, he was naturally scared.
He was out on bail, but the court ordered that he be taken
into custody.”Explaining his stand in court, Nikam said,
“My argument was that Sanjay Dutt should not get the
benefit of the Probation of Offenders Act. He was con-
victed under the Arms Act, though the court acquitted him
of conspiracy charges, and we had no objection to that.
However, I argued that he should be sentenced to seven
years under the Arms Act. His lawyer contended that since
it was his first offence, he should be released on bond. I
objected because the pistol he possessed had come from
the number one shooter of Dawood Ibrahim. If he accepted
a weapon from such a person, he was fully aware of his
criminal background. The benefit of the Probation of Of-

fenders Act is meant for first-time offenders who are genu-
inely innocent but get trapped in unfortunate circum-
stances. That was not the case with Sanjay Dutt.”Nikam
further recalled that Sanjay had hired the country’s top
legal minds to defend him. “He engaged the very best
legal luminaries of this country while I was the prosecutor.
Ultimately, the court agreed with me and sentenced him
to seven years in prison,” he said.

‘Sanjay Dutt was trembling’Describing Sanjay’s re-
action after the verdict, Nikam said, “When the judgment
was delivered, he was trembling. He kept saying, ‘No sir,
I didn’t do anything wrong, sir. I will come back.’ He was
virtually shaking. I was standing nearby and told him,
‘Sanju, the media is watching, please stand straight.’ Then
I asked the police to take him away. Had I not motivated
him at that moment, the media would have made me the
villain. Everyone was against me.”Despite seeking a strict
sentence, Nikam clarified that he never considered Sanjay
Dutt a terrorist. “I want to clarify that Sanjay Dutt is not a
terrorist. It was his childishness. You could see it in his
eyes. He was curious about weapons, and during that
time many people were fascinated by the underworld.
Being associated with them was seen as a flex,” he said.

However, Nikam said his biggest disappointment
was that Sanjay could have helped prevent the 1993
Mumbai serial bomb blasts. “When Abu Salem came with
a truck full of weapons, Sanjay Dutt kept some and re-
turned the rest. My point is that if he had informed the
police immediately, we could have stopped the bomb
blasts. The conspiracy could have been exposed, many
lives would have been saved, and those involved could
have been arrested. That was my grievance against him.
But he was not a terrorist.”Despite their courtroom battle,
Nikam said the two now share a cordial relationship. “I
met him after he was released. I have met him several
times since. He respects me. Once, I was at a hotel when
he came up to me and spoke with me. I have no personal
enmity against anyone,” he said.This article reflects per-
sonal recollections and historical court commentary
shared during an interview for general informational pur-
poses.

Satluj’s Honey Trehan, Diljit Dosanjh top IMDb
popular Indian celebs list after film’s takedown

Three days after Honey Trehan’s period investiga-
tive thriller Satluj was pulled down from ZEE5 around the
world, its director and cast members have found a place
in IMDb’s list of Most Popular Indian Celebrities this week.
While Trehan tops the list at #1, actors Diljit Dosanjh and
Suvinder Vicky have claimed the third and the 11th posi-
tions, respectively.

Why is Satluj making waves?
Earlier this month, Indian OTT platform ZEE5 released

Satluj across the globe, seemingly ending the three-year
censorship battle it’s faced. However, merely two days
after the film released on streaming, the Indian govern-
ment pulled it down within the country, claiming that it
bypassed the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC),
even though the OTT release of a film doesn’t merit CBFC
certification in India.A committee formed by the Centre to
review Satluj also claimed that it can serve as “fodder” for
“hostile elements” outside India to use it against national
interests, which is likely to “threaten” the country’s “secu-

rity”. Satluj was then subsequently also removed interna-
tionally from ZEE5.

Satluj is a biopic of Sikh human rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra (played by Dosanjh), who in the late 1990s,
exposed over 2,500 extrajudicial killings and cremations
in Punjab, with the involvement of the state police. Khalra
was eventually abducted and murdered. Suvinder Vicky
plays the film’s primary antagonist, a high-ranking officer
in Punjab Police.Diljit, who’s currently staying in the US,
hinted that Satluj may not remain available for viewing
merely one day after the film dropped on ZEE5. After its
ban, the actor asked his fans, who had downloaded the
film, to share it extensively to spread the word. Sikh bod-
ies have also been holding public screenings of the film
at gurudwaras.Earlier this year, speaking on SCREEN
Spotlight, director Honey Trehan revealed that the CBFC
not only demanded 127 cuts from the film, then titled
Punjab ’95, but his fellow producer, Ronnie Screwvala of
RSVP Movies, was also barred from holding private
screenings, premiering the film at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival, and even going to court.“Those at the
CBFC are definitely taking advantage of what they do.
They’re misusing their power.

 They’re trying to please the sitting government so
much that they’re trying to control the narrative. Uss poori
chakki mein koi na koi toh pis hi raha hai. Not only me,
there must be other filmmakers also,” he said.Trailing
Trehan on IMDb’s list of most popular Indian celebrities
this week is Sharvari, who recently starred in Shiv Rawail’s
spy thriller Alpha. Her co-star Alia Bhatt, however, is far
below on the 14th spot. Rajkumar Hirani’s JioHotstar show
Pritam and Pedro also has several cast members on the
list — his son and debutant actor Vir Hirani on #4, Shruti
Marathe on #5, Arshad Warsi on #7, and the chief antago-
nist, Vikrant Massey on #12.

Zeenat Aman urges government to open
dialogue as Sonam Wangchuk’s fast enters day 17

Veteran actor Zeenat Aman has extended her sup-
port to educator and climate activist Sonam Wangchuk,
who is on an indefinite hunger strike at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar. As Wangchuk entered the 17th day of his fast,
Aman shared a note urging the government to open a
dialogue with him, saying India cannot afford to remain
silent while “one of its greatest minds” continues to
suffer.Zeenat Aman backs Sonam WangchukTaking to
Instagram, Zeenat said her thoughts were with Wangchuk
as reports suggested his health was deteriorating.“My
thoughts today are in the country’s capital city where
@wangchuksworld is entering the 17th day of his indefi-
nite hunger strike.”

Referring to reports about his condition, she wrote
that Wangchuk had “started losing muscle mass and is in
immense pain.” She also recalled his response to those
urging him to end the fast.“Don’t ask me to end my fast.

Ask the government why they won’t even have a
dialogue.”Calling Wangchuk a visionary, Zeenat high-
lighted his work as the founder of SECMOL, inventor of
the ice stupa, an education reformer, environmental ac-
tivist and the real-life inspiration behind Aamir Khan’s be-
loved 3 Idiots character Phunsukh Wangdu.Appealing
directly to the Centre, she wrote, “With respect to Mr.
Wangchuk’s wishes, I implore the Indian government to
open dialogue on this matter that concerns the future of
all India.”She added, “We must not become a society that
sits back and watches one of its greatest minds be sacri-
ficed. India has a long history of peaceful protest; those
who wield power are obliged to meet such protest with
peaceful dialogue.”Actor Omi Vaidya, who played Chatur
Ramalingam in 3 Idiots, also voiced his support for
Wangchuk. Sharing a video on social media, he reminded
people that Aamir Khan’s character Funsukh Wangdu was
inspired by the Ladakhi innovator and urged them to pay
attention to his deteriorating health, saying, “I don’t want
Phunsukh Wangdu to die.”Celebrities rally behind Sonam
WangchukAs Wangchuk’s health continues to deteriorate,
several public figures have voiced their support. Before
Zeenat Aman and Omi Vaidya, actor Prakash Raj had
urged the government to engage in dialogue with the ac-
tivist. More recently, actor Naseeruddin Shah and author
Arundhati Roy also appealed to Wangchuk to end his
hunger strike, while urging the government to address his
concerns through meaningful discussions rather than al-
lowing his health to worsen.Wangchuk joined an ongo-
ing protest at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar on June 28, where he
began an indefinite hunger strike in support of students
protesting alleged irregularities in the NEET-UG exami-
nation. The demonstration, led by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), is demanding the resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and compensation
for the families of NEET aspirants who allegedly died by
suicide following the controversy.Alongside education
reforms, Wangchuk has continued to press for statehood
for Ladakh and inclusion of the Union Territory under the
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, arguing that both is-
sues require urgent government attention.According to
the latest health bulletin shared by the organisers,
Wangchuk has lost 8.2 kg, while his blood pressure has
dropped to 107/70 and his blood sugar level to 67.

‘Phunsuk Wangdu may die’: Omi Vaidya, Naseeruddin
Shah urge Wangchuk to end hunger strike

Educationist and climate activist Sonam Wangchuk’s
indefinite hunger strike has entered its 17th day at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar. It is a part of the protest organised by the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), seeking the resignation of
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over the
leak of NEET-UG questions. As per the latest updates,
Wangchuk has lost 8.5 kgs till now, and his blood pres-
sure has dipped to 109/70. As support for Wangchuk con-
tinues to grow, celebs from the film industry have urged
him to end the strike. 3 Idiots’ actor — the film’s protago-
nist was inspired by Wangchuk — Omi Vaidya has urged
people to support the cause.

Writer Arundhati Roy, actors Naseeruddin Shah and
Ratna Pathak Shah, and economist Jayati Ghosh, urged
Wangchuk to end the strike, while extending their support
for the cause. In a joint statement on Monday, they said
that they were “immensely grateful” to the protesters for
fighting against the government, but expressed concern
over their detoriating health.“We salute your sense of pur-
pose, the determination and courage with which you are
spearheading this movement for students and youth
across the country,” the statement read, according to PTI.
Appealing to the protesters, they added, “We request you
to please consider ending this hunger strike immediately
in the interests of the longer and more difficult struggle
ahead. This battle is a marathon, not a sprint, and we
need you, your strength and leadership in the days to

come.”The signatories shared that they are worried the
silence to the demands from the government’s side could
further worsen the health of those on hunger strike. “We
worry that their negligence in responding to your demands
will only worsen the already fragile state of health that
many of you are in,” the statement concluded.The appeal
came on the 24th day of the Cockroach Janta Party’s pro-
test at Jantar Mantar and the 16th day of Wangchuk’s
indefinite hunger strike. AISA activist Deepak, who was
also on a hunger strike since June 28, was admitted to the
RML Hospital on Monday after his health deteriorated.
The statement also appealed to the people of Delhi to
participate in the CJP’s proposed march to Parliament on
July 20.

Omi Vaidya supports WangchukActor Omi Vaidya,
who played the role of Chatur Ramalingam or Silencer in
the film 3 Idiots, urged people to pay attention to the cause
Wangchuk is fighting for. Referring to the much-loved char-
acter of Phunsukh Wangdu which was inspired by
Wangchuk’s life, Vaidya shared an emotional video on
his Instagram account. “I don’t want Phunsukh Wangdu to
die,” the title read.Recalling their interaction, he said in
the clip, “I’ve met this guy. He’s a pretty interesting char-
acter. He has done some incredible stuff in his life and he
seems pretty humble, which is kind of fantastic. I suggest
you look him up and see what he’s up to because right
now he is on a very long hunger strike. It’s over many,
many weeks and his blood sugar has gone down very
much.”The actor then mentioned that support for
Wangchuk should go beyond political or ideological dif-
ferences. “Whether you agree with him or not, I don’t re-
ally want this guy to die. I think he’s a pretty impressive
person and I would like for him to live.”“We’re just regular
people and we have regular lives and sometimes we’re
too busy to deal with this stuff. But if you look into these
issues, I think that you may agree with him and you may
see yourself having the same issues, or your family mem-
bers or your friends, or maybe you’ve had these issues in
the past,” Vaidya concluded.Sonam Wangchuk and CJP’s
strikeWangchuk and the Abhijeet Dipke’s CJP have drawn
support from many political leaders as their strike contin-
ues in Delhi. The protest commenced on June 20, with
Wangchuk joining the movement on June 28. The group
is demanding the resignation of education minister
Pradhan and Rs 1 crore compensation for the families of
students who allegedly died by suicide after leaked ex-
amination papers.

Alia Bhatt’s excited to explore a character in rich,
mysterious world of Tumbbad with ‘Tumbbad 2’

Mumbai: Bollywood star Alia Bhatt, who has officially
come on board for the sequel of “Tumbbad” in a pivotal
role, said that she is looking forward to exploring a char-
acter that belongs to a story as rich, mysterious and unfor-
gettable as Tumbbad.Alia said in a statement: “Tumbbad
has stayed with me ever since I first watched it. Very few
films create a world that feels this original and immersive,
and even fewer continue to grow in people’s imagination
years after they’ve released. That’s what makes this op-
portunity so exciting.”

She added: “To now become a part of that world is
incredibly special. I’m looking forward to working with
Sohum and Nawaz, two artists I’ve admired for a long
time, and to exploring a character that belongs to a story
as rich, mysterious and unforgettable as Tumbbad. I can’t
wait for audiences to experience what we’re creating
together.”Tumbbad is a rare cinematic phenomenon that
redefined the folklore fantasy genre and has only grown
in stature since its release. The upcoming film also stars
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Alia’s collaboration with actor-pro-
ducer Sohum Shah, the creative force behind the
Tumbbad franchise, alongside the formidable
Nawazuddin, promises an exciting new chapter for the
much-loved universe.

Sohum Shah said, “Having Alia Bhatt come on board
for Tumbbad 2 is truly delightful for all of us. She is un-
doubtedly one of the most talented actresses of this gen-
eration, and I am sure the audience will get to witness
something unique with her in the film.” “We have all wit-
nessed her incredible performances on screen right from
her debut. This is my first collaboration with her, and I am
genuinely looking forward to working together.”Producer
Dr Jayantilal Gada said, “Alia Bhatt is undoubtedly one of
the finest actresses in our industry, and her joining
Tumbbad 2 is truly incredible. This also marks our third
collaboration with Alia after the phenomenal success of
Gangubai Kathiawadi and RRR, making it even more
special for us.” “She is the perfect choice for this film, and
the audience will see her in a way like never before. She
is a remarkably accomplished actor who immediately
understood our ambition behind the project. Having her
on board will elevate both the film.”Tumbbad 2 is being
spearheaded by actor-producer Sohum Shah under his
banner Sohum Shah Films, in collaboration with Pen Stu-
dios, headed by veteran producer Dr. Jayantilal Gada.The
film is directed by Adesh Prasad, who is helming the highly
anticipated next chapter of the Tumbbad universe.


