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Revanth Reddy Pushes for Fast-Track
Approval of Mega Road Projects in

High-Level Meeting with Gadkari
““Eye secrets bueareau“New Delhi, July 14: Telan gana

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on Monday made a strong
pitch for the speedy execution of several marquee infrastruc-
ture projects during a high-level meeting with Union Minister
for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi.
Positioning road connectivity as a key driver of Telangana's
economic growth, Revanth urged the Centre to grant imme-
diate approvals for projects that would significantly improve
regional connectivity, reduce travel time, and strengthen in-
dustrial and logistics networks across the state.““The Chief
Minister's primary focus was the long-pending Regional Ring
Road (RRR), which he described as a transformational project
for Telangana. Revanth informed the Union Minister that
nearly 95 percent of land acquisition for the northern stretch
of the RRR has already been completed, removing one of
the biggest hurdles to construction. He appealed for immedi-
ate Union Cabinet approval so that work could commence
without delay. He also urged the Centre to clear the southern
stretch simultaneously, arguing that executing both sections
together would accelerate completion, optimize project costs,
and unlock greater economic benefits for the Hyderabad
metropolitan region.““Revanth also strongly advocated for
the proposed Hyderabad–Amaravati Greenfield Highway,
stating that the project is envisaged under the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act and deserves priority approval. He fur-

ther proposed a 12-lane access-controlled corridor connecting
the proposed Bharat Future City to Amaravati and extending to
Machilipatnam Port. According to the Chief Minister, the corri-
dor would reduce the Hyderabad–Vijayawada travel distance
by nearly 100 kilometres, significantly boosting cargo move-
ment, industrial logistics, and trade between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.““Highlighting tourism and regional develop-
ment, Revanth sought the Centre's support in securing forest
clearances for the Mannanur–Srisailam Elevated Corridor, say-
ing the project would improve connectivity to the Nallamala
forest region, the Srisailam temple, and surrounding tourist des-
tinations while ensuring better travel safety.““The Chief Minister
also proposed a new six-lane National Highway between
Hyderabad and Mancherial as an alternative to the existing
Rajiv Rahadari. He assured Gadkari that the Telangana gov-
ernment would undertake the required land acquisition, em-
phasizing that the highway would spur industrial investment,
improve agricultural transport, and generate new economic
opportunities across northern Telangana.““The meeting under-
scored Revanth Reddy's continued focus on infrastructure-led
development, with the Chief Minister urging the Centre to expe-
dite approvals so that these strategic projects can be translated
into on-ground progress at the earliest. Nalgonda MP
Raghuveer Reddy and senior officials were also present dur-
ing the discussions.

Telangana Government Accelerates
Vision for International-Standard Airports in

Warangal & Adilabad
“Eyesecret bueareau““New

Delhi | July 14““In a major push
to strengthen Telangana's avia-
tion infrastructure, Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy urged
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu to
develop the proposed Warangal
(Mamnoor) and Adilabad air-
ports to international
standards.““The Chief Minister
requested the Centre to begin
construction of the Warangal
Airport immediately, with a tar-
get to make it operational by
June 2, 2028. He also proposed
world-class facilities such as
MRO, air cargo, aircraft hangars,
and Flight Training
Organisations (FTOs) at both
airports.““For Adilabad, CM
Revanth Reddy sought the de-
velopment of a civil airport
alongside the existing defence
airstrip, assuring that the
Telangana Government would
provide the required land.““He
further proposed introducing
seaplane services between
Hussain Sagar and Prakasam
Barrage to boost tourism and

connectivity.““Union Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu appreciated the
Telangana Government for its speedy
land acquisition and assured full sup-

port. He also said the Warangal Airport
would reflect the rich Kakatiya heritage,
making it a landmark aviation project
for the state.

Veteran Kapu Leader Mudragada
Padmanabham Passes Away

 KAKINADA: Kapu Nadu agitation leader
Mudragada Padmanabham, former minister, former
Lok Sabha Member, and former MLA, passed away at
a private hospital in Hyderabad on Tuesday around
6:15 p.m.

The 73-year-old leader is survived by his wife
Padmavathi, two sons – Veera Raghava Rao (Balu)
and Giribabu, and a daughter Kranthi.

Born on January 22, 1953, old Mudragada had
been ill for the past one year, undergoing treatment for
respiratory and kidney-related ailments. His father
Veera Raghava Rao had been an independent MLA.

Mudragada Padmanabham started his political
career in 1977 by winning from Prathipadu. Later, he
won from the constituency in 1983, 1985, and 1989
from Telugu Desam. He had been a minister in both
the earlier Congress and the later Telugu Desam gov-
ernments. However, he quit both these governments
opposing their respective leaderships.

The leader had scheduled castes and backward
classes as his support base. He entered Kapu Nadu
agitation in the 1990s to achieve reservations for
Kapus. The agitation succeeded when the then Con-
gress government agreed to his demands in 1993–94.
However, he was defeated in 1994 assembly elec-
tions. Later, he won the Kakinada Lok Sabha constitu-
ency as the Telugu Desam candidate. Subsequently,
he couldn’t either enter the assembly or the parlia-
ment.

Mudragada Padmanabham worked as a mem-
ber of several parties like Janata Party, Telugu Desam,
Congress, BJP and YSRC. One of his last endeavours
had been the Kapu Ikya Garjana meeting in 2016, when
the agitators burnt Ratnachal Express and two police
stations at Tuni. On the next day, he started his fast-
unto-death agitation for Kapu reservation.

Mudragada Padmanabham joined in YSRC be-
fore the elections in 2024. Though he did not contest
the elections, he publicly threw a challenge that he
would change his name as Mudragada Padmanabha
Reddy in case he did not ensure the defeat of Jana

Sena chief K. Pawan Kalyan from Pithapuram constitu-
ency.

Pawan Kalyan won and Mudragada changed his
name to Mudragada Padmanabha Reddy through a
gazette notification.

Several leaders and personalities expressed their
condolences over the death of Kapu leader Mudragada
Padmanabham.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu said that the news of Mudragda Padmanabham’s
passing is saddening. He extended his deepest condo-
lences to the Kapu leader’s family members.

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy ex-
pressed grief over the demise, saying Mudragada had
always been in the forefront in fighting for resolution of
issues not only as a member of the Legislative Assem-
bly and Lok Sabha but also as a people’s leader.

AP Governor S. Abdul Nazeer expressed his pro-
found grief recalling that Mudragada Padmanabham
had served as an MLA for four terms and one term as an
MP.Jana Sena chief and Deputy Chief Minister K. Pawan
Kalyan expressed his condolences over the death of
Mudragada He extended his deepest condolences to
Mudragada‘s wife, sons, daughter and other family
members and supporters.Human Resources minister
Nara Lokesh paid rich tributes to Mudragada. Tourism
minister Kandula Durgesh expressed shock at the de-
mise of Mudragada.

ACB searches HMDA Chief Engineer’s residence in DA case
 Hyderabad: The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) officials

on Tuesday conducted simultaneous searches at the resi-
dence and other premises linked to HMDA Chief Engineer
Bachu Ravinder in connection with a disproportionate assets
case.

Acting on allegations that the senior official has amassed
assets beyond his known sources of income, ACB teams led
by DSP Majid Ali Khan took up simultaneous searches at
around 12 locations, including Ravinder’s residences and
properties linked to his relatives and family members, and the
HMDA office.

 Officials are verifying documents, financial records and
other assets as part of the ongoing investigation.

The searches were still underway at the time of filing this
report, and further details are awaited.

Vaishnaw unveils major railway freight
reforms to cut costs, boost logistics

New  Delhi, July 14
 Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Tues-

day announced a series of structural reforms aimed
at strengthening the freight ecosystem, reducing lo-
gistics costs, improving supply chain efficiency, en-
couraging private sector participation and promoting
cleaner modes of transportation.Addressing the me-
dia, Vaishnaw said Indian Railways was undertaking
comprehensive reforms to build a future-ready rail-
way system capable of meet-
ing the country’s growing
freight and infrastructure
needs.

A key focus area of the
reforms is the transportation
of fly ash, which has signifi-
cant environmental and eco-
nomic potential. India generates around 340 million
tonnes of fly ash annually, of which nearly 96 million
tonnes is utilised by the cement industry. The minis-
ter said conventional open-wagon transportation of
fly ash often led to dust pollution during loading, tran-
sit and unloading.

To address this challenge, the Railways has in-
troduced a containerised fly ash transportation sys-
tem. Under the new system, fly ash will be loaded
directly from thermal power plants through top-load-
ing arrangements and unloaded through side-discharge
mechanisms without generating dust. The closed-con-
tainer model will ensure pollution-free transportation,
enable safer storage at cement plants and improve
end-to-end logistics efficiency through the use of reach

stackers.To expand container traffic beyond tra-
ditional bulk commodities, the Railways has sim-
plified the Container Train Operator (CTO) licens-
ing framework by replacing four existing licence
categories with a single pan-India licence. The
new system allows operators to run container
trains across the entire railway network with a
uniform non-refundable registration fee of Rs 25
crore.The minister said the licence would remain

valid for 20 years, with provisions for extension. The
reform is expected to improve ease of doing busi-
ness, encourage private investment, increase
containerisation and attract more non-bulk freight to
rail transport.

One dead, 10 injured in attack on 2
ships, India lodges protest with Iran

New Delhi, July 14
India on Tuesday summoned Iran’s Deputy

Chief of Mission in New Delhi and lodged a strong
protest after attacks on two commercial vessels tran-
siting the Strait of Hormuz left an Indian seafarer
dead and 10 others injured.

The Ministry of External Affairs said it was
deeply concerned over the attacks on MT Al Bahiyah
and MT Mombasa, which together had 30 Indian sea-
farers among their combined crew of 46.According
to the MEA, of the 12 Indians aboard MT Al Bahiyah,
one was killed and another injured. Of the 18 Indians
on MT Mombasa, nine sustained injuries, including
two whose condition is stated to be critical.“Our mis-

sion and post in the UAE are closely monitoring the
situation and are in touch with the UAE authorities to
ensure all possible assistance to the affected Indian
seafarers,” the MEA said, adding that Iran’s Deputy
Chief of Mission was summoned on Tuesday morn-
ing and a “strong protest” lodged over the attacks.The
ministry extended condolences to the family of the
deceased sailor and wished a speedy recovery to
those injured.The UAE Ministry of Defence had ear-
lier said the two UAE-flagged tankers were struck by
Iranian cruise missiles while transiting the southern
shipping lane of the Strait of Hormuz within Omani
territorial waters. The attack caused fires and mate-
rial damage to both vessels, though the blazes were
later brought under control.
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Bhagyanagar District SIR Strategy Meet
Reinforces Organizational Unity

“Hyderabad, July 14: A district-level SIR Strategy
Meeting was successfully held today under the leader-
ship of Bhagyanagar District President Shri Niranjan to
strengthen organizational coordination and review future
action plans.“The meeting was graced by Hon'ble Rajya

Sabha MP Smt. Alka Gurjar as the Chief Guest. Senior
leaders, including SIR Telangana In-Charge Shri
Shashidhar Reddy, State General Secretary Shri Vemula

Ashok, and other state and district leaders, were
present.“District General Secretary Shri Aedla
Pandarinath actively participated in the meeting and
played an important role in the discussions focused on
strengthening the organization and ensuring the effec-

tive implementation of SIR ini-
tiatives across the district.“The
meeting witnessed the partici-
pation of Shakti Kendra In-
Charges, Division Presidents,
Division General Secretaries,
District Office Bearers, State
Leaders, State Executive Mem-
bers, Former Corporators, Con-
testing MLAs, and several se-
nior party functionaries.“The
meeting concluded with a col-
lective resolve to enhance
grassroots coordination,
strengthen the organizational
structure, and successfully
implement the SIR program

throughout Bhagyanagar District.“[11:32 PM, 7/14/2026]
New English Paper Hemanth Reddy: Madam above news
in second page

Child Chess Prodigy Velpula
Abhigna Shines in National

FIDE-Rated Tournament
“Hyderabad: Child chess player Velpula Abhigna

delivered an impressive performance at the Mahavir
Chakra Colonel Santosh
Babu All India Open Rapid
FIDE Rated Chess Tour-
nament–2026, held in
Hyderabad.““The presti-
gious tournament wit-
nessed participation from
nearly 700 players repre-
senting various states
across the country. Making
her debut in a national-
level FIDE-rated event,
Abhigna competed in the
Open category and se-
cured 9th place in the Un-
der-7 division, earning
widespread appreciation
for her remarkable

performance.““Adding to her achievement, Abhigna
gained valuable competitive experience by facing highly
rated players, including an Arena International Master
(AIM), marking an important milestone in her budding

chess career.““The winners were felicitated by the par-
ents of Mahavir Chakra awardee, the late Colonel Santosh
Babu. During the ceremony, the chief guests paid tribute
to the brave soldier's exemplary service and supreme
sacrifice for the nation.““Speaking on the occasion, Colo-
nel Santosh Babu's father drew a powerful comparison
between chess and life, saying, "Chess is like a battle-
field. Even if you lose key pieces such as the queen,
rook, or knight, true victory lies in staying focused on the
objective and ultimately delivering
checkmate."““Expressing her gratitude, Abhigna thanked
her chess coach Ravibabu for encouraging her to partici-
pate in a FIDE-rated tournament and for providing con-
sistent guidance and training.““Abhigna's father, Mr. Ajay
Kumar, a senior veteran journalist with a prominent
Telugu news channel, has been a constant source of
motivation and encouragement throughout her chess jour-
ney. His unwavering support, coupled with the dedica-
tion of her family and coach, has played a significant role
in shaping her success and inspiring her to compete at

the national level.““Abhigna's commendable performance
has been widely appreciated by her parents, coaches,
and members of the chess fraternity, who believe she
has the potential to achieve greater milestones in Indian
chess.

Pradeep Constructions Seeks High Court Relief
Against Cancellation of Building Permissions

World Champion Boxer Nikhat Zareen
Calls on Telangana DGP After DSP

Appointment
““HYDERABAD, July 14:““International boxing cham-

pion and newly appointed Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice (DSP) Nikhat Zareen paid a courtesy visit to Telangana
Director General of Police (DGP) C.V. Anand at the DGP
Headquarters in Hyderabad on Monday.““The DGP con-
gratulated Nikhat on her outstanding achievements in in-
ternational boxing and said her success is an inspiration
to young people, especially women. He highlighted the
importance of hard work, discipline, and determination in
both sports and policing, expressing confidence that she
would excel in her new role while continuing to bring
glory to India.““Nikhat Zareen thanked the Telangana Gov-
ernment and the Police Department for the honour and
expressed her commitment to serving the state with dedi-
cation. She also reaffirmed her determination to continue
competing internationally and winning more medals for
the country.““The meeting reflected Telangana Police's
pride in welcoming a world champion athlete into its ranks.

Driver Absconds with Rs 3 Lakh
Meant for Property Registration;

Case Registered

““Hyderabad, July 14: A driver allegedly fled with
?3 lakh in cash entrusted to him by his employer for a
property registration, prompting the LB Nagar Police to
register a criminal case and launch a search for the
accused.““According to the police, the accused, identi-
fied as Vishnu, a resident of Narsingi village in
Rangareddy district, had joined as a driver with
Mudireddy Ashok Reddy about a month ago. On the
day of the incident, the employer reportedly handed

over ?3 lakh to Vishnu and instructed him to carry the
cash to the Sub-Registrar's Office for the registration of a
plot.““Instead of reaching the registration office, Vishnu
allegedly disappeared with the cash and has remained
untraceable since. After repeated attempts to contact him
failed, the employer approached the driver's family mem-
bers and informed them about the incident.““The com-
plainant alleged that Vishnu's parents requested him not
to take immediate legal action, citing a family function,
and assured him on several occasions that they would
persuade their son to return the money. However, de-
spite nearly 20 days having passed, neither the accused
nor the cash has been traced.““With no progress in re-
covering the money, Mudireddy Ashok Reddy lodged a
formal complaint with the LB Nagar Police Station. Based
on the complaint, police registered a case and initiated
an investigation.““Police said efforts are underway to trace
the accused, who is believed to be absconding. Further
investigation is in progress.

““Eyes Secret Bureau““Hyderabad | July
14““Pradeep Constructions has approached the
Telangana High Court seeking relief against the cancel-
lation of building permissions for its high-rise residential
project near Necklace Road in Somajiguda, Hyderabad.
The petition, filed by the company's managing partner,
Pradeep Reddy, challenges the legality of the
government's decision and questions the role of HYDRAA
in the matter.““The writ petition names the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development Authority (HMDA), Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC), HYDRAA,
the Municipal Administration and Urban Development
(MAUD) Department, the Irrigation Department, and the
original land sellers as respondents.““According to the
petition, the project had received valid building approv-
als from GHMC, and construction was undertaken after
investing substantial resources based on those permis-
sions. The petitioner argues that revoking the approvals
years later on the grounds of alleged regulatory viola-
tions is arbitrary, violates the principles of natural justice,
and causes severe financial and operational
losses.““Pradeep Constructions has also objected to
HYDRAA's intervention, contending that the agency lacks
the statutory authority to issue notices concerning build-
ing permissions. The petition claims that such actions
exceed HYDRAA's legal jurisdiction and infringe upon
the company's rights.““Seeking interim relief, the peti-
tioner has requested the High Court to suspend the imple-
mentation of the cancellation notices issued by GHMC,

HYDRAA, and other government departments until the
final adjudication of the case. The company maintains
that it acted in good faith by relying on officially granted
approvals and that the subsequent withdrawal of those
permissions is legally unsustainable.““The Telangana
High Court is expected to hear the matter and determine
whether the cancellation of the building permissions and
the involvement of HYDRAA were consistent with the
law. The outcome could have wider implications for regu-
latory governance, urban development, and investor
confidence in approved real estate projects across
Telangana.

Ecostani | Climate change and tourist rush pose
challenges to pristine glacial-clad Kinnaur

An old monk in Nako village in Himachal’s Kinnaur
district, Wanktoo Lama, wearing a traditional Buddhist
robe and a green Himachali cap, is exasperated with the
rise in temperature in this lake village in the upper
Himalayas.Standing outside the Buddhist monastery in
Nako, Lama's wrinkled face showed signs of disbelief as
he said that it had never been so hot in Nako. He pre-
dicted that the village could face a drinking water crisis if
it continues to heat up the same way it did in the summer
of 2024.As per the India Meteorological Department (IMD),
this summer, Kinnaur witnessed the highest maximum
summer temperatures in the past 50 years.

The maximum temperature in Nako crossed 30 de-
grees Celsius this summer, melting the snow on the peak
above the village and forcing locals to shun their light
winter wear.“It is so hot that we have dumped our jackets
and pullovers,” said another villager, Recham Lama, who
runs a utility shop with his mother on Nako highway which
was brimming with tourists from across India.The long-
term impact of climate change can be seen in the tribal
districts of Kinnaur and Lahaul/Spiti. The flat roofs of
homes in Nako are being replaced with tin pent roofs as
the region, which once only received snow, is now getting
rain.“When I was a young boy,” Wanktoo said, pointing at
a young tourist at the newly built monastery with tin pent
roof, “there was no rain here.”“It only used to snow and
the village was covered in snow for seven to 10 months in
a year. We cleared snow from the roofs and the bright sun
dried the (flat) roof in a day,” the 82-year-old monk, who
has lived his entire life in the village, said.That is not the
case now. He said Nako now receives heavy monsoon
rain and because of this water leaks from the stone and
mud roofs, making traditional homes uninhabitable.
“People are putting tinned roofs to deal with rains,”
Recham said.The rains have gifted the cold desert a rich
cash crop of apples that has replaced the traditional crops
of buckwheat locally called ‘ogla’ and ‘fafda’ in the past
two to three decades and has brought economic prosper-
ity for locals, who had to deal with harsh weather condi-
tions.

The locals have developed apple orchards through

terrace farming on the steep slopes near water sources
such as rivers and streams. Most of the orchards survive
due to irrigation from the Satluj river, its tributaries and
local streams.The apple orchards have also brought its
ills such as hordes of pesticides and insecticides used to
control farm diseases, which have emerged with higher
temperatures. The high use of chemicals could also have
polluted some of the rare water sources in the cold
desert.Better roads and demand for connectivity in recent
decades have resulted in a high inflow of tourists into
mountainous tribal areas. There was a traffic jam in Nako
village – unheard of even a few years ago — caused by
vehicles from other parts of Himachal, Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi and even from far-off states Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra in the last week of June.A local in Sangla,
another tourist hotspot in Kinnaur district, said that there
was a kilometre-long traffic jam on the narrow road to
Chitkul, the last Indian village on the border with China, in
the first week of June. “At some locations, police had to be
deployed to manage haphazard parking of vehicles lead-
ing to jams. There was a very heavy rush of tourists this
year,” he said.The states of Himachal and Uttarakhand
witnessed an unprecedented rush of tourists this summer
as holiday-makers rushed to the mountains to escape
heatwave conditions reported from many areas in the
plains: Shimla, a town of a hundred thousand people re-
corded half a million tourist vehicles in the first week of
June.Over 2.8 million people have visited the sacred ‘Char
Dham’ in Uttarakhand between May 7 and June 30,
double the number that came for pilgrimage in the same
period in 2023. A high tourist flow was also recorded in
Nainital and Mussoorie, two popular hill stations, in
Uttarakhand.As the weather gets warmer, unprecedented
numbers of tourists are reaching far-flung areas up the
pristine upper Himalayas with scant respect for local ecol-
ogy and environment. Many among them dump plastic
along the way; small eateries that cater to them add to the
pollution because they operate without waste disposal
mechanisms.One could see plastic waste strewn around
the sacred Nako Lake, which many tourists, and along
the highway between Nako and Pooh, especially at tour-
ist spots such as ‘Khab Sangam’.As the number of people
visiting these places is increasing and the climate is slowly
but surely changing due to global warming, the Union
government needs to frame a tourist management and
environment policy, working in tandem with the govern-
ments of Himachal, Uttarakhand and Jammu and
Kashmir.The policy needs to focus on regulating the flow
of tourists to remote and pristine areas of the Himalayas
to put new destinations on the map for tourists to explore
and reduce the pressure on the usual tourist spots.This
would not only help local economies to flourish but also
possibly prevent human-induced degradation of the
Himalayas which is a young mountain range.Chetan
Chauhan, national affairs editor, analyses the most im-
portant environment and political story in the country this
week
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Ram Temple needs CEO,
operations of scale of small district:

Panel head Nripendra Mishra
Ram Temple Construction Committee Chairman

Nripendra Mishra has suggested the expeditious appoint-
ment of a full-time Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or ad-
ministrator for the management of the Ram Temple com-
plex in Ayodhya, saying the operations at the shrine now
resemble the administration of a small district and re-
quire dedicated professional oversight.Speaking to The
Indian Express, Mishra said the proposed CEO should
function under the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust while enjoying sufficient operational au-
tonomy in day-to-day management of the temple pre-
mises and associated activities.Mishra’s suggestion
comes at a time when the Ram Temple administration is
facing allegations of misappropriation of donation funds
and valuables offered by devotees. A three-member Spe-
cial Investigation Team, headed by senior IAS officer Vijay
Vishwas Pant, is currently probing the allegations and
examining the systems governing the receipt, storage
and management of donations at the temple.

Underlining the scale of the temple operations,
Mishra said nearly one lakh devotees visit the shrine ev-
ery day: “Chhote janpad ke barabar is 71 acre mein
gatividhiyan hain (Activities on these 71 acres are com-
parable to those in a small district).”He drew a compari-
son with the Tirupati temple operations, which are over-
seen by a CEO appointed under an Act of the state gov-

ernment, but said the Ayodhya model would have to be
different as the Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
is an autonomous body. “A model will have to be worked
out without compromising the autonomy of the
trust.”However, he qualified, it was up to the trust to de-
cide if a CEO was needed. His own appointment as Chair-
man of the Ram Temple Construction Committee was
also made on the recommendation of the trust and fell
within its ambit, Mishra said.In his personal view, a serv-
ing official may not have the bandwidth for the time re-
quired for the job, Mishra, a former principal secretary to
PM Modi, added. “Serving officials also face cadre- and
transfer-related issues. A CEO should ideally continue
for five to seven years… Yeh aisa pad hai jahan chaubis
ghante dhyan dene ki zaroorat hai (This is a position that
requires attention round the clock).”The Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust was constituted by the
Centre, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi announcing
its formation, for the construction and management of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya. As per its website, the trust has
15 members, 12 of them nominated by the Centre, and
three selected at the trust’s first meeting. A representa-
tive each of the government of India and Uttar Pradesh
and the Ayodhya District Magistrate are ex-officio mem-
bers of the trust.

Karnataka town gripped by tension after
Hindu activists intercept inter-faith duo’s car

The communally sensitive coastal town of Bhatkal
in Karnataka’s Uttara Kannada district was gripped by
fresh tension after members of a right-wing organisation
intercepted a car carrying a 21-year-old Muslim youth
and a Hindu woman Wednesday. The late-evening inci-
dent triggered widespread protests and counter-com-
plaints, leading to the police booking both the activists
and the youth.According to preliminary reports, the con-
frontation occurred on the Bhatkal-Sagar Road. Acting
on a tip-off that a Muslim man was travelling with a Hindu
woman, leaders of a local right-wing group intercepted
the vehicle and interrogated the occupants on the spot.

Following the confrontation, the woman was sent
back to her residence in Bhatkal, while the youth, identi-
fied as Shaheed, 21, was allegedly assaulted before he
was handed over to the police.The Bhatkal police regis-
tered an FIR against the activists involved in the intercep-
tion, based on an initial complaint of assault. Activists

argued the case against them was unwarranted, con-
tending that both the woman had been returned safely to
her family and the youth had been handed to authorities
without incident.The police action drew immediate, sharp
opposition from Hindu organisations across the town.
Hundreds of activists gathered outside the Bhatkal town
police station past midnight, staging a massive demon-
stration and demanding that the case against their lead-
ers be dropped.A senior police officer said Shaheed and
the woman are co-workers at a local supermarket, and
he was dropping her off at home after their shift.However,
the case took a dramatic turn Thursday after the woman
filed a formal counter-complaint against Shaheed, alleg-
ing that she was being taken away against her will. Fol-
lowing her statement, the police registered a separate
case against him.

‘Gaddari’: Sanjay Raut slams Y+
security for 6 Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs

 Shiv Sena (UBT) Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Raut on
Thursday attacked the Maharashtra government after it
moved to provide Y+ security cover to six Shiv Sena (UBT)
MPs, questioning why the ruling alliance was extending
protection to leaders of a party it had publicly claimed did
not have the strength to create unrest in the state.“If Shiv
Sena (UBT) has no strength, then remove their security
and see what happens,” Raut said, amid developments
that suggest the Uddhav Thackeray-led party is set to
lose six MPs to the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

Stepping up his attack on minister Girish Mahajan,
Raut said BJP leaders survived politically only because
of central agencies and government machinery. “Remove
ED, CBI, and police. First, we will thrash Girish Mahajan.
All these BJP leaders will run away immediately,” he
said.The sharp exchange came a day after Raut had
warned that Shiv Sena (UBT) workers would not remain
silent over attempts to target party MPs and said there
would be “rada (ruckus)” in Maharashtra as workers would
teach lessons to those trying to weaken the party.In re-
sponse, Mahajan had mocked the Shiv Sena (UBT), say-
ing the party no longer had enough strength left “even to
create rada now”.On Thursday, Raut hit back, saying BJP
leaders were publicly claiming that Shiv Sena (UBT) had

weakened while the government was moving to protect
the party’s MPs.Security cover orderedAccording to a
communication issued by the Maharashtra State Intelli-
gence Department on June 17, the police have been
directed to provide Y+ category security cover to six Shiv
Sena (UBT) MPs, citing possible threats.

Those provided security cover include Sanjay
Deshmukh from Yavatmal-Washim, Sanjay Jadhav from
Parbhani, Sanjay Dina Patil from Mumbai North East,
Nagesh Patil Ashtikar from Hingoli, Omraje Nimbalkar
from Dharashiv, and Bhausaheb Wakchaure from
Shirdi.The communication states that district-level secu-
rity committees will later review the threat perception and
decide whether the security cover should continue, be
upgraded or withdrawn.

Operation Tudva: Raut’s warningRaut said what
was happening was not politics but “gaddari (betrayal)”.
“We had a Gadar movement (in Sena during its founda-
tion), they have Gaddari movement,” he said, targeting
the BJP and the Shinde-led Sena.Raut claimed some
MPs were being moved to Jaipur. Throwing a challenge
at those considering leaving, he said they should first
resign from their posts. “If they resign and get elected
again, we will not call them traitors,” Raut said.

Why Nihang Sikhs are threatening a
permanent ‘Khalsa toll’ on Himachal vehicles

Following a symbolic tax-collection drive earlier this
month to protest Himachal Pradesh’s entry tax on out-of-
state vehicles, a prominent Nihang organisation an-
nounced Thursday that it will permanently restart the
‘Khalsa tax’ if Punjab and Himachal governments fail to
address their grievances by June 20-21.The Nihang
group, Shiromani Jarnail Sahibzada Baba Jujhar Singh
(Nihang Singh Khalsa Dal), 96 Crori, based in Chamkaur
Sahib in the Ropar district of Punjab, began a symbolic
tax collection earlier this month.

Jathedar Baba Achhar Singh, the in-charge of the
Anandpur Sahib constituency, stated that the toll collec-
tion would initially target Himachal Pradesh-registered
vehicles entering Punjab near Kiratpur Sahib, with plans
to systematically expand to other border entry
points.According to Baba Achhar Singh, neither the
Punjab nor the Himachal Pradesh government has
stepped forward to resolve the dispute or invite the
organisation to dialogue, despite two months of escalat-
ing agitation against Himachal’s steep entry tax policy.
He maintained that the proposed counter-toll would re-
main strictly peaceful and that all collected funds would
be funnelled directly into public welfare projects.

What is the ‘Khalsa toll’ or ‘Khalsa tax’?
The ‘Khalsa toll’, also referred to by protesters as

‘Khalsa tax – Sarbat da Bhala’, is a symbolic toll-collec-
tion campaign launched by the Nihang organisation.The
organisers say it is not a commercial toll but a public
protest against Himachal Pradesh’s entry tax on vehicles
from other states. Money collected, they claim, will be
used for “Sarbat da Bhala” (welfare of all) and public-
service activities.Baba Achhar Singh said that despite
protests and repeated requests to end the Himachal

government’s entry tax policy, neither the Punjab gov-
ernment nor the Himachal Pradesh government has ini-
tiated talks to resolve the issue.He alleged that Himachal
Pradesh continues to collect what protesters consider an
unjustified tax within a short distance of the National High-
way toll plaza. Since governments have not responded,
the organisation has decided to restart the ‘Khalsa toll’
permanently after June 20 or 21 as a mark of protest.

Who will have to pay the ‘Khalsa toll’?
Unlike the symbolic drive conducted earlier this

month, which sought contributions from vehicles regard-
less of their registration status, Baba Achhar Singh said
the proposed permanent toll would target only Himachal
Pradesh-registered vehicles entering Punjab.He added
that the collection would begin at one location near
Kiratpur Sahib but could gradually be expanded to more
than 40 entry points along the Punjab-Himachal border.

Will motorists be forced to pay a fixed amount?
According to Baba Achhar Singh, no fixed amount

has been decided. He claimed that vehicle owners would
be requested to contribute voluntarily and that the collec-
tion would be carried out peacefully.“The government
may consider it unlawful, but we have been left with no
other option after waiting for over two months for a solu-
tion,” he said, adding that the collected funds would be
spent on welfare activities.

What is the dispute with Himachal Pradesh’s entry
tax?

The controversy centres on Himachal Pradesh’s en-
try tax and toll policy for out-of-state vehicles. Revised
exorbitant rates came into effect on April 1, leading to
protests by transporters, traders, commuters and various
organisations in Punjab. Protesters argue that the levy
increases transportation costs and affects tourism, trade
and daily movement across the Punjab-Himachal bor-
der. The issue has also received support from several
social and religious groups.Earlier, acting Akal Takht
Jathedar Kuldeep Singh Gargaj reportedly described the
Himachal levy as a ‘Jaziya tax’, while a Sangharsh com-
mittee led by Gaurav Rana has been spearheading pro-
tests against the policy.With Tarna Dal now announcing
a fresh deadline and threatening to impose the Khalsa
toll permanently, pressure is mounting on both state gov-
ernments to find a resolution before the confrontation es-
calates further.

Rs 3-crore Bengaluru gold heist: Inter-state
‘bulk buyer’ gang members held

arrestAccording to Bengaluru police, the gang is in-
volved in 14 cases registered in various states, and they
follow the modus operandi of posing as customers want-
ing to buy gold ornaments in bulk.The Bengaluru police
have arrested two members of an inter-state gang in-
volved in defrauding a gold business firm of Rs 3 crore,
within four days after the May 16 heist.The gang is in-
volved in 14 cases registered in various states, and they
follow the modus operandi of posing as customers want-
ing to buy gold ornaments in bulk and then defrauding
businessmen of large quantities of gold, said Seemanth
Kumar Singh, Bengaluru city police commissioner, while
announcing the arrests this week.

The arrests of Paresh Soni, 49, from Gujarat, and
Praveen Pappu, 44, from Maharashtra, led to the recov-
ery of 1.08 kg of gold valued at Rs 1.64 crore, the officer
said. Soni and Pappu, along with two missing people,
enticed officials of Mehta Gold, located in the City Market
area of Bengaluru, with the offer of bulk purchase of gold
and allegedly fled with 1.8 kg of gold.Mahendra Kumar
Jain, manager of Mehta Gold, stated in the police com-
plaint that he was informed that a person named Paresh
Soni, who was operating a firm called Mahi Enterprises
in Malleswaram in north Bengaluru, was willing to buy
gold in bulk. Jain and another employee, Prakash, re-
portedly carried 3 kg of gold ornaments to the buyer’s
address

At the buyer’s address, Soni and two others — iden-
tified as Shyam and Chandrashekhar Rao — were

present. Out of the 3 kg of gold, the buyers selected around
1.8 kg worth Rs 3 crore, Jain said in the complaint. Dur-
ing the selection process, Rao suddenly disappeared
with the selected gold, while Shyam and Soni also fol-
lowed suit, claiming they were going to locate Rao.“The
police pursued multiple leads and, based on credible
information, arrested Soni near the flyover at Anand Rao
Circle, Seshadripuram, on May 18. During interrogation,
he confessed to committing the theft along with his asso-
ciates,” the police said in a statement. Soni disclosed
details about three accomplices involved in the
offence.“Based on his information, Praveen Pappu was
arrested on May 20 in front of Prarthana Samaj, Mumbai.
He confessed to his involvement in the crime and re-
vealed that 220 grams of the stolen gold jewellery had
been sold to a jewellery shop in Zaveri Bazaar, Mumbai,”
the police said.

Andhra Pradesh opens doors to doctors
nationwide, scraps state registration hurdle

In a first in the country, doctors from across India will
be allowed to practice in Andhra Pradesh without them
registering independently with Andhra Pradesh Medical
Council. Doctors from other states will also be exempted
from taking a No Objection Certificate from the state or
union territory they are registered with before practicing
in Andhra Pradesh.With this, Andhra Pradesh becomes
the first state to remove registration barriers for doctors
from across India.An order to this effect was issued on
June 11 by the department of health and family welfare in
AP. The order read: “In pursuance of the policy decision
of the Government under PA-19 (Priority Area -19) and in
order to facilitate ease of practice for qualified medical
practitioners, the Government of Andhra Pradesh hereby
notifies that any person possessing a recognized medi-
cal qualification and holding a valid registration with any
State Medical Council or Union Territory Medical Coun-
cil in India shall be permitted to practice in the State of
Andhra Pradesh”.

The current law requires doctors registered under a
state medical council to deregister from their state of prac-
tice and secure a No Objection Certificate to re-register
and practice in another state. This is the norm that the
new order seeks to change. It states that the Andhra
Pradesh Medical Council “may obtain such particulars,
declarations and information through its online portal as
may be required for verification and maintenance of
records”.This, however, does not mean that the state will
exempt “any medical practitioner from compliance with
the provisions of the National Medical Commission Act,
2019, applicable regulations, professional ethics, disci-
plinary proceedings or any other law for the time being in
force”.The new rules, according to experts, will help open
Andhra’s doors to doctors across India and make the
state a destination for medical tourism.

“The process of taking No Objection Certificate from
one state and reapplying for registration in the state where
one would like to serve, is a cumbersome process,” Dr
Babu KV, who is a registered medical practitioner in
Kerala and central working committee member of Indian
Medical Association.Dr Babu has written to the Medical
Council of India to take Andhra Pradesh as an example
and exempt doctors from taking medical registration in
different states. He said: “As such there is no necessity of

registration in more than one State Medical Council be-
cause any doctor, who has registered with any State
Medical Council is automatically registered in the Indian
Medical Register and also by virtue of Section 27of the
IMC Act, 1956, a person, whose name is included in the
IMR, can practise anywhere in India”.The separate regis-
tration processes in each of the states makes practice
difficult for doctors, Dr Babu said. He added: “I sincerely
hope that the NMC will take this seriously and allow doc-
tors to freely practice in any state of India once any state
has granted a registration”.

Andhra Pradesh clears Rs 30,515 Crore
investments across 50 companies

 Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh State Investment Pro-
motion Board (SIPB) on Thursday approved proposals
related to 50 companies involving investments worth
â‚¹30,515 crore.These projects are expected to generate
29,677 jobs across the state. Presiding over the 18th
meeting of SIPB, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
directed officials to ensure that the benefits of industrial
development reach poor and middle-class families.He
emphasised the creation of an industrial ecosystem in
the state that enables ordinary citizens, not just wealthy
entrepreneurs, to participate in business and industry.The
Chief Minister stated that Andhra Pradesh is witnessing
rapid industrial growth and stressed that its benefits
should directly reach the common people. He called for
stronger support for startups and urged officials to fully
utilise the government’s innovation initiatives to attract
venture capital investments for emerging businesses.

Naidu also directed the Education Department to
align academic curricula with the requirements of up-
coming industries. He advocated introducing advanced
technology courses such as robotics and ensuring that
educational institutions prepare students for future indus-

trial trends.He warned that non-serious investors would
not be tolerated and instructed officials to closely monitor
approved projects to ensure their timely
implementation.The Chief Minister highlighted the impor-
tance of expanding ethanol production, noting that the
Central Government has approved a 40 per cent ethanol
blending target. He said promoting ethanol industries
would benefit farmers while reducing India’s dependence
on imported fuels.He also called for greater emphasis on
biofuel industries, semiconductor manufacturing, Lithium-
ion battery production, fast-charging EV battery technolo-
gies, data centres, renewable energy projects including
solar, wind, pumped storage, and Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems (BESS).Naidu said Andhra Pradesh should
prepare for future electricity demand and develop power
infrastructure capable of supporting industrial expansion
and the state’s goal of generating 160 GW of green en-
ergy. To support farmers, the Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to establish a Micro-Irrigation Equipment Park in the
state.He said encouraging the manufacture of irrigation
equipment would lower costs for farmers and support the
growth of horticulture and floriculture sectors.

ICAI dismisses social media claims
on security breach in CA exam portal

New Delhi: The Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) on Thursday rubbished social media mes-
sages claiming a security breach in its examination-re-
lated portal, assuring students that the integrity of the
examination has not been violated.Advising students to
ignore false, baseless and mischievous campaign on
social media, the Institute, in a statement, said, “The ICAI
has come across certain posts and reports circulating in
social media alleging a security breach in an ICAI exami-
nation-related portal and claimed unauthorised access
to ICAI examination records. These unverified claims have
caused concern and confusion among students, mem-
bers and other stakeholders.”“In this regard, ICAI clari-
fies that the portal being referred to, namely
examiners.icaiexam.icai.org, is a training portal used
exclusively for examiner orientation and has nothing to
do with exam-related records as claimed in these social
media posts,” it added.The Institute said, “The ICAI as-
sure all stakeholders that there has been no compromise
of candidates’ examination records, answer books, marks
data, or any sensitive information related to the examina-
tion process.”“The ICAI urges the stakeholders not to give
any credence to such a false, baseless and mischievous
campaign,” the statement said.

Hyderabad police warn voters against OTP
fraud during SIR 2026 drive

Hyderabad: City Police Commissioner VC Sajjanar
has urged the voters to remain alert against cyber
fraudsters posing as election officials and seeking One-
Time Passwords (OTPs) under the pretext of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) 2026 of electoral rolls.The advi-
sory comes amid concerns that scammers are attempt-
ing to exploit the ongoing voter verification process to
steal personal and financial information.The Commis-
sioner, in an advisory issued on Thursday, said fraudsters
may impersonate BLOs or Election Commission officials
and claim that an OTP is required to update voter details
or verify names in the electoral roll.He clarified that nei-

ther the Election Commission of India nor BLOs ever ask
citizens to share OTPs over phone calls. “Sharing such
confidential information could expose bank accounts and
personal data to cyber criminals,” he said.Sajjanar ad-
vised voters never to disclose OTPs, banking credentials
or any sensitive personal information to unknown
callers.The commissioner stressed that OTPs should only
be entered on official Election Commission platforms
whenever required for genuine voter-related services.He
also appealed to the citizens to immediately disconnect
suspicious calls, report such incidents to the National
Cyber Crime Helpline (1930) or the nearest police sta-
tion.
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Abandoned, with severed arm, Bihar teen
says his first time away from home also his last

 A year after he was discovered staggering along
Taudu Road near Nuh in Haryana with his left arm sev-
ered below the elbow, bleeding and allegedly deserted
by his employer, a 16-year-old teen is set to get Rs 10
lakh as compensation.Recently, the Haryana State Hu-
man Rights Commission, that took suo motu cognizance
of the matter, awarded the teenager the relief, saying:
“The victim-child has suffered not only physical injury but
mental agony.”Back in his village in Kishanganj district of
Bihar, the family says, the 16-year-old has begun adjust-
ing to life with his disability, helping look after their two-
three goats and a cow.The 16-year-old is one of six sib-
lings, aged between 15 and 26, with their father, 48, a
daily wage labourer. The latter worries that the compen-
sation will barely cover the cost of an artificial limb. “What
we really need is enough money to buy a buffalo so that
we can have a regular income,” he says over the phone.He
is also unsure how to go about procuring the artificial limb
for the 16-year-old. “An official at an orphanage in Patna
told us it would have to be imported,” the father says,
impressed that such a limb may help the teenager “lift
around 10 kg”.The 16-year-old had left home in early May
2025 along with 10 others to work on a road construction
project in Kangra, Himachal Pradesh. Every year, 200-
300 people from their village alone travel to North India
for work, the father says.For the 16-year-old, it was his first
time so far from home. A contractor offered an advance of
Rs 2,000, and he left, without informing the family as he
wanted to “earn some money” and was apprehensive they
may not let him leave.But it wasn’t easy living on his own,
he discovered. “One day at the construction site, hot tar
fell on my body. I didn’t tell my mother as I didn’t want her
to worry.”However, the 16-year-old adds, she sensed
something was amiss. So, less than a month later, his
father reached Kangra along with his elder brother to get
him.On May 27, 2025, the three of them boarded the gen-
eral coach of the Farakka Express that runs from Delhi to
Malda. When the train chugged into the Bahardurgarh
Railway Station in Haryana in the evening, they got off to

get some food – and the teenager got left behind.As it got
dark, the scared 16-year-old was approached by a local,
Anil Kumar, who offered help. Instead, Anil took him to his
dairy and put him to work, allegedly beating him when he
resisted and denying him any contact with his family.Two
months later, on July 27 evening, as the 16-year-old was
cutting fodder, his left arm got caught in a chaff-cutter
machine and was severed below the elbow into many
small pieces. His first reaction was to “look for my arm”,
says the teenager. “But I could not find it.”In their notings,
the authorities recorded that Anil only gave the teenager
some medicines at home. “Fearing police, he abandoned
him between Rasulpur and Baroli villages near Hasanpur,
giving him Rs 10,000 and promising more later,” wrote
Additional Chief Secretary Sudhir Rajpal.That was the
only money Anil gave him for his two months of work at his
dairy, the 16-year-old says. “I wandered the roads for a
day and two nights with my amputated hand. A rehri wala
gave me food… In the morning, a schoolteacher found
me.”Arvind, who belongs to Rewari, told police he spot-
ted the 16-year-old at 8 am on July 29, dressed only in his
undergarments. After the bandage that Anil had tied around
the wound bled through, the teenager tore up his shirt to
use as a dressing.The teacher, who took him to the Sadar
Police Station in Nuh, told police that when he asked the
16-year-old where he was headed, he just said,
“Bihar”.Police took the teenager to hospital and it was
after two unsuccessful surgical interventions that PGIMS
Rohtak managed to stabilise the 16-year-old’s
wound.Meanwhile, the family had been searching franti-
cally for the teenager, putting up posters at several places
across Haryana.The breakthrough came when the 16-
year-old reached the Nuh Police Station, and told police
the name of his native village in Bihar. His eldest brother,
who has studied the most in the family, up to Intermediate
level, was in Kaithal at the time, for the paddy transplanta-
tion season. “I received a call from home informing me to
rush to the Nuh police station,” the brother recalls, talking
about his shock at seeing the 16-year-old’s state.All the
16-year-old could tell police was that he was kept at ‘Anil
Dairy’, and the names of Anil’s children. IPS officer Nitika
Gahlaut says they searched more than 250 villages across
Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad, Palwal and Faridabad. Three
Special Investigation Teams were deployed, with officials
visiting villages and making video calls to the teenager to
see if he could identify something.A tip-off from a village
sarpanch took them to Greater Gautam Buddha Nagar in
Uttar Pradesh.Finally, on December 30, 2025, Anil was
arrested. His bail applications have since been rejected
thrice, including by the High Court.The 16-year-old, who
only studied till Class 5, talks about his limited options,
but how he “doesn’t want to go anywhere for work any-
more”.

Defying pay cut threat,
Maharashtra teachers join
protest against BLO duties,

over 60% schools shut

Despite the state government’s warning that teach-
ers participating in Thursday’s state-wide school shutdown
would forfeit a day’s salary, thousands of educators joined
protests across Maharashtra, including a large gathering
at Mumbai’s Azad Maidan. Over 60 per cent government
and aided schools remained shut on Thursday as hun-
dreds of teachers joined the demonstrations, calling for a
complete waiver of non-academic duties.

The state-wide demonstration, called jointly by sev-
eral teachers’ associations, is primarily aimed at protest-
ing against the Booth Level Officer (BLO) duties being
assigned to the teachers for the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls. They have also demanded
withdrawal of all FIRs registered against those who did
not report to BLO duties.Apart from a large gathering at
Azad Maidan in Mumbai, multiple district level demon-
strations were also held across Maharashtra. (Express
Photo by Akash Patil) Apart from a large gathering at Azad
Maidan in Mumbai, multiple district level demonstrations
were also held across Maharashtra.

Apart from the non-academic work being assigned
to the teachers that the associations say was adversely
affecting the quality of education by keeping educators
away from their classrooms, the agitation also underlines
a range of long-pending issues, including changes to the
Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) framework, promotion
policy, and staffing norms.Over 60% schools shut amid
teachers’ strike

The associations have claimed that over 60 percent
of government and aided schools across the state re-
mained shut as teachers participated in the strike. Apart
from a large gathering at Azad Maidan in Mumbai, mul-
tiple district level demonstrations were also held across
Maharashtra.Subhash More from Shikshak Bharati, one
of the organisations spearheading the agitation, said the
participation of the teachers in big numbers shows how
frustrated they have been.

“Teachers are fully aware of the disciplinary action
they may face, yet they have participated in overwhelm-
ing numbers. This shows the level of frustration they are
experiencing, while the government seems to be ignor-
ing all the issues being raised consistently,” he said.The
teachers had already spent their entire summer break
engaged in census work, only to find that the load of non-
academic responsibilities continued even after the holi-
days. Upon their return to schools, many educators were
served with BLO duty orders.Frustrated, the teachers’ as-
sociations called for a state-wide school shutdown on
Thursday, July 9. A day later, the Directorate of Second-
ary Education issued a circular, warning teachers against
participating in the shutdown.Anil Bornare from Shikshak
Mahasangh teachers’ association said, “Now that teach-
ers have called for a one-day shutdown, students’ aca-
demic loss is suddenly being projected as a major con-
cern. But when we point out that excessive non-academic
duties are keeping teachers away from classrooms, those
concerns are ignored.”

What do teachers demand?The educators have de-
manded a total waiver from being given BLO duties and
exemption from the mandatory TET requirement for teach-
ers appointed before 2013. They argue that the teachers
who were appointed before 2013 were recruited under
the prevalent rules which, they say, cannot be questioned
now.Until the demanded changes to the TET mandate
are made, the protesting teachers have urged the gov-
ernment to modify the test’s structure to evaluate in-ser-
vice teachers.

 Ex-Punjab cop convicted in Khalra
case faces prison address check

 Nearly three decades after the abduction and mur-
der of Punjab human rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra,
one of the key convicts in the case, former deputy super-
intendent of police Jaspal Singh, has once again come
under the spotlight amid the controversy surrounding the
Diljit Dosanjh-starrer Satluj.Jaspal, who is in his late 60s,
was granted interim bail in May 2023. Authorities at Nabha
Open Air Jail recently sought a routine verification of his
present address from Hoshiarpur police, as the address
available in prison records falls within the district.The veri-
fication exercise comes days after Satluj, based on
Khalra’s life and disappearance, was taken down from a
OTT platform after being available for 48 hours. Jaspal’s
character features prominently in the film, bringing re-
newed attention to one of Punjab’s most high-profile hu-
man rights cases.“Though I am yet to go through any offi-
cial email or so in this connection, yes, I got to know that
some intimation has come from Nabha Open Air Jail. As
the stay address has been mentioned in Hoshiarpur dis-
trict, we have been asked to provide details. He was out
on interim bail and such a communication seeking where-
abouts details is a routine check, nothing extraordinary,”
Sandeep Malik, Senior Superintendent of Police,
Hoshiarpur, told The Indian Express.Attempts to contact
Nabha Open Air Jail Superintendent Chanchal Kumari
for comments were unsuccessful.Police sources said the
verification should not be seen as an indication that the
convict is absconding. They pointed out that a person
released on bail is not necessarily required to remain at
the address initially furnished and that periodic verifica-

tion of residential details is a routine administrative exer-
cise. Sources added that the Hoshiarpur police have only
been asked to verify the address, while Jaspal continued
to remain under the jurisdiction of Nabha prison
authorities.According to official records, Jaspal’s native
place is Cheema Nagar in Jalandhar district, while a later
address available with authorities is that of Majhi village
in Hoshiarpur district.Jaspal was one of the principal ac-
cused in the abduction and murder of Khalra, who disap-
peared from outside his residence in Amritsar on Sep-
tember 6, 1995, six days after the assassination of then
Punjab chief minister Beant Singh on August 31,
1995.Khalra had exposed the alleged illegal cremation
of thousands of unidentified bodies during Punjab’s mili-
tancy period.Following an investigation by the Central
Bureau of Investigation, Jaspal and several other Punjab
Police personnel were charge-sheeted for abducting
Khalra, illegally confining him, murdering him in police
custody, and destroying evidence.According to the
prosecution’s case, Khalra was shot dead inside a police
station. His body was allegedly transported in the trunk of
a vehicle and disposed of in a canal near Harike in an
attempt to destroy evidence.In November 2005, a CBI court
in Patiala convicted Jaspal of criminal conspiracy, kid-
napping, murder and destruction of evidence and sen-
tenced him to life imprisonment. His conviction was up-
held by the Punjab and Haryana High Court in 2007 and
later by the Supreme Court in 2011.

Among the six policemen convicted in the case,
Jaspal was the seniormost officer. The other convicts were
sub-inspectors Amarjit Singh, Satnam Singh, Surinder Pal
Singh and Jasbir Singh, besides head constable Prithipal
Singh.Jaspal Singh had moved an application seeking
premature release in 2017, but the proposal was rejected
by the Centre, sources said.During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when prisons were decongested following direc-
tions of a Supreme Court-mandated committee, thousands
of convicts and undertrials were released on parole and
interim bail in phases. Sources said Jaspal was released
in November 2021 under this exercise.Subsequently, a
court order dated August 16, 2022 directed him to surren-
der. Later, in May 2023, the court of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Patiala, granted him interim bail.

2 dead, mother and son
hospitalised after alleged family

suicide attempt in Patiala

Patiala family suicide attempt left 2 people dead and
2 hospitalised, with the police probing the circumstances
and possible financial stress behind the incident (Image
generated by AI)Patiala family suicide attempt left 2 people
dead and 2 hospitalised, with the police probing the cir-
cumstances and possible financial stress behind the inci-
dent Two members of a family died, and two others are
hospitalised after allegedly attempting suicide in Patiala
on Wednesday.

The dead have been identified as a 45-year-old bank
employee and his teenage daughter. The dead man’s
wife and their 11-year-old son are undergoing treatment
at Rajindra Medical College in the city.

Patiala DSP (City-I) Sanjeev Singla said, “As per the
statement given by the woman, the entire family attempted
suicide as they were under stress due to some financial
dispute. The district court judge has recorded her
statement.”The police said they were probing all possible
angles. They added that statements of relatives,
neighbours, and other persons known to the family were
also being recorded to ascertain the circumstances lead-
ing to the incident.The bodies of the deceased have been
sent for post-mortem examination.

Patiala DSP (City-I) Sanjeev Singla
said, “As per the statement given by
the woman, the entire family at-
tempted suicide as they were under
stress due to some financial dispute.
The district court judge has recorded
her statement.”

Maharashtra picks Uniform
Civil Code panel head. She
prepped Uttarakhand law
Maharashtra minister Ashish Shelar on Thursday an-

nounced the formation of a committee headed by former
Supreme Court judge, Justice Ranjana Desai, to draft
rules and recommendations for implementing a Uniform
Civil Code in the state. Justice Desai had earlier headed
the panel that drafted the legislation for Uniform Civil Code
in Uttarakhand.

The seven-member committee, the state government
announced, will comprise former judges of the Supreme
Court and High Court, and from various fields. The mem-
bers include former Bombay High Court judges, Justice
RC Chavan and Justice SG Mehare, former Maharashtra
Chief Secretary DK Jain, the state’s former Advocate Gen-
eral Birendra Saraf, social activist and Padma Shri
awardee Ramesh Patange, and education expert Dr
Suvarna Rawal.

Shelar made the announcement in the Maharashtra
Legislative Council, and Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
in the Assembly. The state government aims to introduce
the Uniform Civil Code legislation during the Winter Ses-
sion in Nagpur after studying the committee’s report.

What is Uniform Civil CodeThe Uniform Civil Code
refers to a common set of laws governing personal mat-
ters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, main-
tenance and succession for all citizens, irrespective of
religion, caste, community or faith.

 At present, India follows separate personal laws for
different religious communities. Hindus, Muslims, Chris-
tians, Parsis and other communities are governed by dif-
ferent legal provisions relating to marriage, divorce, in-
heritance and succession.

No child should face stigma of jail birth like Lord Krishna,
says court, granting Nida Khan bail in TCS Nashik case
Invoking Lord Krishna’s birth in captivity, a special

court in Nashik granted bail to Nida Khan, a TCS em-
ployee accused in the alleged religious coercion case,
observing that no child should have to endure the trauma
or social stigma of being born in prison.Nida Khan, who is
five months pregnant, was granted bail on Monday, over
two months after her arrest. The detailed order, made avail-
able on Thursday, said it would be “just and proper” to
exercise judicial discretion in her favour in the interest of
her unborn child.“It is not disputed that applicant Nida is
five months pregnant. The trauma of taking birth in a prison
like Lord Krishna or the social stigma attached to it is not
sufferable to anyone. To avoid such a distressing situa-
tion, and for the welcoming and overall well-being of a
newborn baby, it would be just and proper to exercise
judicial discretion in favour of the applicant-accused,”
special judge K G Joshi said in the order.Khan is one of
eight employees accused in the TCS Nashik case, in which

Nashik city police registered nine FIRs between March
26 and April 3 alleging sexual harassment and religious
conversion of colleagues at a TCS BPO office in Nashik.
Khan, the only woman among the accused, was named
only in the Deolali Camp FIR. She is accused of hurting
religious sentiments and “influencing” a colleague to prac-
tice Islamic traditions by allegedly giving her a burqa and
religious books and installing religious apps on her phone.
She was arrested on May 7 from a house in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar after a sessions court rejected her antici-
patory bail plea.The court set several conditions on Khan,
including prohibiting her from entering the workplace or
residential vicinity of the complainant. It also prohibited
her from contacting the complainant, any witness or any-
one directly related to the case, or interfering with evi-
dence. She has also been directed not to leave the coun-
try without the court’s permission and to inform the court
and investigators of her address and contact number.

 Can AI help Hyderabad grow
without losing its ecological soul?

Hyderabad today is almost unrecognisable from
what it was two decades ago. Once celebrated mainly
for its history, culture, and emerging IT industry, it has
evolved into one of India’s fastest-growing cities. New
residential colonies spread across the outskirts, high-
rise towers dominate the skyline, metro lines extend fur-
ther each year, and large infrastructure projects con-
tinue to reshape the city.It is a remarkable story of ambi-
tion and progress. But it also raises an uncomfortable
question: Can Hyderabad continue to grow without plac-
ing unbearable pressure on the very resources that sus-
tain it?

Rapid urbanisation has undoubtedly brought jobs,
investment, and new opportunities to Telangana. Yet, it
has also exposed the city to challenges that are becom-
ing harder to ignore. Groundwater levels are falling in
many areas. Lakes that once acted as natural buffers
and water sources are steadily shrinking. Heavy rains
increasingly lead to urban flooding. Summers feel hot-
ter than before, while green spaces struggle to survive
amid expanding concrete landscapes. At the same time,
demand for water, energy, housing, transport, and waste
management continues to rise in a region with limited
natural resources.This is where the growing interest in
artificial intelligence, or AI, enters the
conversation.Around the world, AI is being projected as
a game-changing technology capable of transforming
every aspect of life. But from the perspective of those
who study the Earth and its resources, its greatest
strength is not its ability to replace people. Its real value
lies in helping us make better decisions.AI can detect
patterns and predict risks, but it cannot replace field-
based evidence, local knowledge, or transparent public
decision-makingThe Earth does not function in neat,
predictable ways. Rivers alter their courses. Rainfall
patterns shift. Groundwater declines slowly and often
unnoticed. Changes in land use affect ecosystems in
ways that may only become apparent years later. In a
rapidly expanding city like Hyderabad, every new road,
apartment complex, industrial estate, or commercial hub
leaves its environmental footprint.Understanding these
connections requires more than advanced computing
power. It demands scientific knowledge, local experi-
ence, and responsible governance.AI can certainly be-
come an important ally. It can analyse satellite imagery
and vast datasets to monitor urban expansion, identify
encroachments on lakes and drainage channels, detect
emerging heat islands, assess land-use changes, map
flood-prone areas, and track groundwater stress. Tasks
that once required months of painstaking effort can now
be completed much faster.

But technology alone cannot provide all the an-
swers. An AI system may identify unusual patterns in
satellite imagery. Yet it takes experienced scientists,
planners, and local experts to determine whether those
patterns reflect drought conditions, seasonal changes,
data errors, or genuine environmental degradation. Al-
gorithms can spot trends, but they cannot replace field
observations, community understanding, or accountabil-
ity in public decision-making.Another obstacle is the
perception that AI is too technical for anyone outside
computer science. The terminology can be intimidating.
In reality, the questions behind AI are familiar to every
good scientist and policymaker:
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Political reality of Afghanistan has changed, UN sanctions
regime must take this into account: India at UN

United Nations: India said the current UN sanctions
regime must take into account the changed political real-
ity of Afghanistan, and called for incentivising positive
actions rather than only wielding tools of punishment.“We
lend our voice again in reemphasising the importance of
incentivising positive actions. The political reality of Af-
ghanistan has changed in the last five years and the cur-
rent UN sanctions regime must take that into account,”
India’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassa-
dor Harish Parvathaneni said.

Addressing the UN Security Council meeting on the
‘Situation in Afghanistan’ Monday, Parvathaneni said the
UN and international community need policy instruments
that aim to benefit the people of Afghanistan and “nudge
policy in the right direction rather than only wielding tools
of punishment that are yielding diminishing returns.” Sev-
eral leaders of the Taliban, which took control of Kabul in
August 2021, are listed under the 1988 Taliban Sanc-

tions Committee of the UN Security Council.In October
last year, the Taliban Sanctions Committee had approved
an exemption to the travel ban imposed on Taliban leader
and acting Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi,
who had then visited India later that month.He added that
the history of close cooperation between India and Af-
ghanistan are continues to guide their modern-day
relationship.“The proud people of Afghanistan have en-
dured a lot in this century and the Government of India
will continue to stand in favour of peace and stability so
as to foster development and stability in this nation,” he
said.He also noted that India’s capacity building and
Humanitarian Assistance initiatives for the Afghan people
can be seen in all 34 provinces and in more than 500
development partnership projects.“The visits to India of
Afghan Ministers last year have ensured necessary plan-
ning and coordination so that our support reaches the
intended beneficiaries.

Trump says pilots are fine after US
helicopter crashes near Strait of Hormuz
Dubai: A US Army Apache attack helicopter crashed

near the Strait of Hormuz, with President Donald Trump
saying the two crew members on board were “fine” after
the incident involving the strategic waterway, which re-
mains under a chokehold by Iran.What caused the crash
remained unclear Tuesday morning in the Middle East,
which was still reeling after Iran and Israel exchanged
fire the previous day in the biggest blow yet to the strain-
ing ceasefire in the Iran war. Iranian state media, relying
on foreign reporting, acknowledged the crash without
elaborating.

Since the US and Israel began striking Iran on Feb.
28, the war has shaken the global economy, driven up
energy prices around the world and made many basics,
including food, more expensive. Officials have been un-
able to turn the April ceasefire into a deal to permanently
end the conflict.Trump, speaking to journalists at John F.
Kennedy International Airport in New York after watching
the NBA Finals on Monday night, acknowledged the crash.

“The pilots are fine. Yeah,” Trump said. “Nobody
injured. We are going to issue a report tomorrow. But the
pilots are fine.” The New York Times first reported that a
US Army Apache attack helicopter went down near the
strait in unclear circumstances. The US military’s Central
Command and the Defense Department did not immedi-

ately respond to requests for comment from The Associ-
ated Press.Apache helicopters have been a key asset for
the American military as it enforces a blockade on Ira-
nian crude oil shipments and tankers, seeking to pres-
sure Tehran into reaching a deal. The helicopters also
have been used by the United Arab Emirates to shoot
down Iranian drones during the Iran war.“We have a good
chance” of signing a deal in “two or three days,” Trump
said. But he didn’t provide any details on why there was
reason for new optimism.“We’re very close to having a
very, very good, strong, powerful deal,” the president said.
“If we go and bomb – which we could do very easily if we
want, and we spend another two or three weeks bomb-
ing – they’ll have nothing left whatsoever. But you won’t
have the strait open for months.” He added: “If we do the
bombing, you know, a lot of people are going to be killed.
Who wants to do that? I don’t.” Mediators, led predomi-
nantly by Pakistan, have been trying to weeks to get a
deal across the line. However, both Iran and the US have
taken hard-line positions.The US wants to see Iran give
up its stockpile of highly enriched uranium, which is be-
lieved still to be entombed in the country after American
airstrikes in the 12-day war in 2025. But Iran is refusing
that and demanding relief from sanctions. It also wants
the release of frozen assets even before a final agree-
ment is in place, something rejected by Trump.

Bangladesh Awami League leaders seek EU
support to lift sanctions on party

Dhaka: As the crackdown on Awami League lead-
ers continues to intensify across Bangladesh, a delega-
tion of the party’s former lawmakers and leaders met
Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Billy Kelleher
to seek global cooperation for lifting sanctions imposed
on the party, local media reported.During a meeting held
on Monday in Ireland, the delegation urged the restora-
tion of a “fair political and democratic atmosphere and
the improvement of the human rights situation” in
Bangladesh. The participants included MEP and former
Irish minister Billy Kelleher; former Awami League MP
Md Habibe Millat; Ireland Chhatra League President
Noman Chowdhury; Ireland Awami League leader Rafiq
Khan; and Radin Khan, Chairman of the student wing of
Fianna Fail, Bangladeshi daily, Times of Bangladesh
reported.The delegation sought the European
Parliament’s support for the withdrawal of sanctions and
the securing of bail for party ministers, MPs, and activists
detained in what they described as “politically motivated”
cases.The Awami League leader Millat, briefed the MEP
on a range of issues, including the current law and order
situation in Bangladesh, the killing of police officers, inci-
dents of mob violence, human rights abuses, the surge of
militancy, and the culture of impunity.

Acknowledging the concerns, Kelleher expressed
interest in raising these issues within the European Par-
liament and indicated his intention to pursue diplomatic
pressure on the Bangladeshi government through for-
mal discussions.

Meanwhile, a leading international human rights

organisation, Justice Makers Bangladesh in France
(JMBF), strongly condemned the “arbitrary mass arrests,
politically motivated cases, judicial harassment,” and
misuse of the Bangladesh’s Anti-Terrorism Act against
more than three hundred leaders and activists of the
Awami League across the country during the first week of
June.It added that the individuals were targeted for exer-
cising their constitutional rights to participate in peaceful
rallies, assemblies, and political expression in
Bangladesh. Expressing grave concern, JMBF said that
these actions constitute a serious assault on democracy,
the rule of law, and fundamental human rights in the
country.“These measures are not merely isolated law-
and-order actions; rather, they form part of a systematic
campaign of repression aimed at suppressing political
opposition, intimidating dissenting voices, and restrict-
ing democratic political activities,” the rights body
stated.Citing media reports and sources, JMBF said that
at least 333 leaders, activists, and supporters of the Awami
League and its affiliated organisations were arrested in
operations conducted across different parts of the coun-
try between June 1 and 7. It has been reported that cases
were filed against them under the Anti-Terrorism Act and
other stringent laws, and that they were subsequently
imprisoned.JMBF called on the United Nations, the Eu-
ropean Union, international human rights oarganisations
and diplomatic missions to closely monitor the ongoing
political repression, arbitrary mass arrests, politically
motivated prosecutions, judicial harassment, and restric-
tions on freedom of expression in Bangladesh and to
take effective measures to protect human rights.

Trump claims Iran ready for nuclear deal
Washington: US President Donald Trump said that

Iran was willing to abandon its pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons and sign an agreement with the United States, as he
claimed American military operations had severely weak-
ened Tehran’s military capabilities.Speaking during a
virtual tele-rally for South Carolina Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham ahead of Tuesday’s Republican primary, Trump
devoted much of his remarks to Iran, ongoing negotia-
tions and the broader security situation in the Middle East.
“We’re negotiating now and they wanna make a very
good deal. They’re willing to give us everything. They’re
willing to give us no nuclear weapon,” Trump said. “Iran
cannot have a nuclear weapon and it’s as simple as
that.”Trump claimed US military action had inflicted ex-
tensive damage on Iran’s military infrastructure. “We’ve
decimated their military. We’ve decimated their, every-
thing there is to decimate, including their leadership,” he
said. “Their navy is totally gone. They had 159 ships.
Every ship is underwater right now.”

The President predicted a favourable outcome from
negotiations and said a formal declaration of victory could
come soon. “I think we are winning that battle, but you’re
really gonna win it over the next two weeks when we
declare total victory,” Trump said. “It’ll be a total victory.
It’ll happen very soon and oil prices will come tumbling
down.”The remarks came as Trump urged Republican
voters in South Carolina to support Graham, a longtime
ally who has been one of the Senate’s most vocal advo-
cates of a hard line towards Iran. “And Lindsey has been
fighting with me all the way, all the way for that,” Trump
said. “We’ve been a very tough team.” Trump also praised
Graham’s role on border security, military spending and
conservative judicial appointments.“I’ve known Senator
Lindsey Graham for many years and he’s always been a
tireless advocate for the people of South Carolina,” Trump
said. The President described Graham as having his
“complete and total endorsement” and urged voters to
support him in Tuesday’s Republican primary.

Under the Trump crypto playbook, the
family always wins. Investors don’t

It was January 2025, crypto fever was raging, and
Donald J. Trump was preparing to return to the White
House. So when Fatime Elrgdawy’s friend told her about
an online message from the U.S. president-elect hyping
the launch of his own crypto coin – “GET YOUR $TRUMP
NOW” – she thought: “Oh my God, this is brilliant.”If Trump
was putting his name behind it, Elrgdawy recalls think-
ing, “it must be a legitimate investment.”The 29-year-old
software project engineer in Santa Barbara, California,
put $2,000 of her savings into the $TRUMP meme coin –
a purely speculative crypto token whose value is often
driven by social media hype. All that remained, she
thought, was to sit back and wait for the price to climb.

Instead, the price plummeted. At the end of May, her
$TRUMP holding was worth less than $120. Meanwhile,
the Trump family pocketed hundreds of millions of dol-
lars from the token sales after putting little to none of their
own money into the project.The $TRUMP meme coin is
one of four Trump family crypto projects that have turned
into a financial jackpot for the Trumps and a very bad bet
for buyers like Elrgdawy. While they vary in size and struc-
ture, each of these ventures has followed the same
playbook. The Trumps risked little up front. Trump family
members – notably, the president’s oldest sons, Eric
Trump and Donald Trump Jr. – hyped the venture. The
Trumps raked in money as investors piled in. And those
buyers lost big when, for various reasons, the prices of
their Trump-related crypto assets later tanked.

A Reuters examination shows that the Trump family
has used this template to generate at least $2.3 billion in
profit from investors since Trump retook the presidency.
On the other side of that cash bonanza for America’s first
family: the more than a million investors whose net losses
totaled $2.3 billion at the end of April, according to a
Reuters analysis. Those investors include retail buyers
of crypto and crypto-linked equities, as well as those who
invested indirectly through funds like ETFs with expo-
sure to Trump crypto. The loss total includes paper losses
on unsold investments.The Reuters analysis of Trump
crypto gains and investor losses was based on a review
of blockchain records – essentially a database of crypto
transactions – thousands of pages of corporate filings,
online disclosures by the Trump companies, and public
remarks by the Trumps and their projects’ executives, as
well as interviews with crypto industry executives. The
findings were reviewed by more than a dozen account-
ing and crypto experts, all of whom found Reuters’ esti-
mates and its underlying analysis of the Trump busi-
nesses to be reasonable.

The four businesses covered in the analysis include
World Liberty Financial, the Trumps’ flagship crypto ven-
ture. It has brought the family more than $1.4 billion from
sales of its governance tokens on a persistent promise
“to build and democratize a new financial system for the
benefit of millions,” as it said in an early social media
post. The tokens, which give holders a vote on some
governance matters, have crashed in value.The Trump
brothers have also heralded two publicly listed firms,
American Bitcoin and AI Financial Corp, known as ALT5
Sigma until April, as convenient ways to gain exposure to
crypto tokens through their shares. The companies’ stock
prices have collapsed. And there’s the $TRUMP token,
its poor performance typical of meme coins, whose value
reflects the popularity of internet trends or celebrities as-
sociated with them.

Reuters previously documented the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars that crypto has brought to the Trump fam-
ily. This report is the first to show that the Trumps have not
only enriched themselves to an unprecedented extent
for a sitting U.S. president and his family, but have done
so through crypto deals that carried little to no downside
risk for them while resulting in big losses for retail inves-
tors.

Since the November 2024 election, the president
and his family have seized an enormous amount of the
market for crypto token sales. Two of the four Trump ven-
tures examined by Reuters have together sold more crypto
tokens, by value, than any other crypto project but one,
according to a Reuters analysis of industry data. And
since the 2024 election, the Trumps have, as a family,
generated more profit from crypto than any U.S.-listed
company, according to company statements and indus-
try data.White House spokesperson Anna Kelly did not
comment directly on Reuters’ findings and the experi-
ences of investors who lost money on Trump crypto prod-
ucts. In an emailed statement, Kelly said: “All actions by
President Trump and his administration are taken in the
best interest of the American people.”

All but three of the 27 individual investors inter-
viewed for this article said they knew of Donald Trump’s
history of bankruptcies, unpaid contractors and failed
ventures. Still, most said they believed that his position at
the apex of American political power and what they per-
ceived as his business acumen ensured lucrative returns
on their investments. Many acknowledged doing little or
no due diligence. Some said they still hold on to the hope
that Trump will make things right. Others expressed re-
gret, anger and embarrassment.They range from a Min-
nesota software engineer who said he lost $60,000 of his
savings to a hotel manager in Vietnam who lost years'
worth of his income. They include the owner of an import-
export business in Texas, a hospitality executive in Wash-
ington, D.C., and a retiree from New York.

Elrgdawy said it has become clear that “there’s no
hope left” for her investment in the $TRUMP meme coin.
She said she now thinks “it was just a pump and dump
scheme” – when sellers of an asset talk up its price and
then “dump” it for a profit before it crashes. Still, she said
she considers herself lucky compared to other $TRUMP
buyers who, in online chat groups, bemoan much steeper
losses on a meme coin that has tumbled 97% from its
January 2025 peak.Elrgdawy said that in retrospect, she
sees the $TRUMP meme coin as "just a pump and dump
scheme." REUTERS/Daniel ColeElrgdawy was one of
only seven retail buyers of Trump crypto who agreed to
be identified for this story. The rest requested anonymity,
the most common reasons being concerns about privacy
and fears of doxxing or of retaliation, including from the
president and his supporters.Matt, a 45-year-old machin-
ist in Indiana, said that last September, he was looking to
reverse recent investment losses, so he put $40,000 –
30% of his crypto and stock portfolio at the time – in ALT5
Sigma shares. “When a stock has presidential backing in
a way – at least from his sons – you would think it would
go up,” he said.Matt’s shares have dropped 79% in value
since he bought them, for a loss of about $32,700. He
keeps holding on, he said, because he thinks the stock is
undervalued. “I call myself a loser, but I haven’t given up
yet,” he said.

He does not blame the Trump family. He said he

believes Democrats and anti-Trump investors are taking
short positions – a bet that an asset’s price will fall – in the
family’s crypto projects. “Here’s the dark side. I know all
of these globalists have TDS and they are just going to
short it,” he said, using the acronym for “Trump Derange-
ment Syndrome,” the term Trump supporters use to de-
scribe what they see as an irrationally negative reaction
to the president. He asked that his surname not be used
to avoid politically charged blowback online and from
people in his community.

A 45-year-old Texas businessman who put $5,000
into American Bitcoin said he bought the stock because
“I just feel like Trump knows business.” He said he bought
his shares at an average price of $4.19 last autumn. He
sold all of them in December at about $3.50, for a total
loss of about $800.The Texan said he doesn’t hold the
president responsible for the losses: “All the crypto is
down right now, so you can’t just squarely blame it on
Trump.” He added that he expects crypto to bounce back
and that he recently started buying American Bitcoin
again, at $1.13.

Only five of the investors reported making a profit.
Four of them bought World Liberty tokens for pennies
during early rounds of sales and then quickly unloaded
what they could when 20% of their tokens became trade-
able on crypto exchanges. They are still, hypothetically,
in the money on the remaining 80% of their holdings, but
won’t be able to cash out until World Liberty fully unlocks
their tokens in 2030. The fifth investor made a profit day
trading the meme coin.John Paul Rollert, whose research
focus at the University of Chicago Booth School of Busi-
ness includes the history of capitalism and business lead-
ership ethics, said retail investors should have asked
themselves before committing whether the Trump family
would make money even if the crypto ventures failed. If
the answer was yes, “you’re now getting closer to what
looks like a scam,” said Rollert, an adjunct associate pro-
fessor of behavioral science.

World Liberty disclosed in fine print at the bottom of
its website and elsewhere that the Trump family would
receive the lion’s share of revenue from token sales. In
marketing materials, it included disclaimers that its token
was not an investment and that buyers should not expect
to make a profit. The website for the $TRUMP meme coin
contains similar warnings.More broadly, U.S. financial
regulators for years warned investors large and small
that crypto was highly volatile and rife with scams. While
such alerts have dissipated since Trump returned to the
White House, financial authorities in many other coun-
tries have continued with that message.‘THAT’S THEIR
BUSINESS’

Renowned investor Wilbur Ross, who served as com-
merce secretary during Trump’s first term, said that, as
with other U.S. politicians and their families, the Trumps
are free to make money. As for individual investors, “if
people are going to buy something that’s speculative,
they ought to be aware there’s a risk,” said Ross, cur-
rently vice chairman of crypto company ReserveOne Inc.
He added: “If they chose to continue on as a holder, hop-
ing it would go up more, well, that’s their business.” Ross
said he has not invested in any Trump crypto ventures.

Investors poured money into the Trump family’s ven-
tures as the wider crypto market was riding high, buoyed
by bets that a second Trump presidency would acceler-
ate the emerging asset class’s entry into mainstream fi-
nance. On taking office, Trump began to put in place poli-
cies and initiatives seen as beneficial to the industry, from
implementing federal rules for stablecoins to dialing back
policing of the industry by the U.S. Justice Department
and the Securities and Exchange Commission.Eight gov-
ernment ethics experts interviewed by Reuters said that
the Trump family’s enriching itself from an industry that
the president’s administration regulates – and that the
president himself has championed – represents a con-
flict of interest unlike anything seen in modern American
history. They noted, though, that while this departure from
established norms is unethical and unprecedented, it is
legal, provided the family does not exchange access to
the president or regulatory favors for financial gain.

In her statement, White House spokesperson Kelly
said: “Neither the President nor his family has ever en-
gaged – or will ever engage – in conflicts of interest.
President Trump proudly made the United States the
crypto capital of the world through executive actions.”
The licensing deals are the best of all deals because
there’s no risk. The licensing deals are better because
you don’t put up any capital.

David Wachsman, spokesman for World Liberty Fi-
nancial, said in an email response to Reuters’ request for
comment: “World Liberty Financial is a private American
financial technology company, not a political organiza-
tion, and it is frankly un-American to suggest that a pri-
vate enterprise in the United States cannot conduct
business.”The Trumps have reaped $2.3 billion from their
crypto ventures by following a time-tested business model
Donald Trump has applied to real estate – lending his
family name to a project, rather than staking his own
money. “The licensing deals are the best of all deals be-
cause there’s no risk,” Trump told Reuters in 2016. “The
licensing deals are better because you don’t put up any
capital.”

A CRYPTO CASH MACHINEDuring the past year
and a half, the president and his sons Eric and Donald Jr.
have supercharged that approach, leveraging their vast
media reach to turn the family’s crypto ventures into a
global crypto cash machine.The main component of that
machine is World Liberty Financial. In October 2024, the
venture, whose co-founders include the Trumps and a
few longtime associates, began selling crypto tokens, with
the brothers acting as primary pitchmen. They traveled
the globe to amplify World Liberty’s stated plan to de-
mocratize finance, allowing anyone to bypass a tradi-
tional banking system they characterized as restrictive
and unfair.They aimed their pitch at potential crypto in-
vestors large and small, including accredited American
investors – those who meet certain income and net worth
requirements under U.S. regulations. For 1.5 U.S. cents
per token, buyers would have limited rights to vote on key
decisions about the platform, but they wouldn’t be en-
titled to any share of profits.Just before token sales got
underway, Donald Trump urged his millions of followers
on the social media site X to buy, posting:
“@WorldLibertyFi is planning to help make America the
crypto capital of the world! The whitelist for eligible per-
sons is officially open – this is your chance to be part of
this historic moment.”

Telangana CEO directs BLOs not to seek
physical SIR forms from online applicants

Hyderabad: The BLOs have been asked not to insist
on the submission of physical enumeration forms from
voters who completed the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
process online.Chief Electoral Officer, Telangana, C
Sudarshan Reddy, issued an official communication on
July 7 following reports that BLOs were insisting on physi-
cal enumeration forms despite electors having submitted
their enumeration form online.However, even after spe-
cific instructions, a few BLOs continued to collect physi-
cal enumeration forms in some polling stations. A BLO
said, “We are not demanding the forms but accepting
them, in case any doubts arise in the enumeration forms

during the draft electoral rolls.”
In some instances, the voters complained that though

they submitted online enumeration forms, they did not
receive either an acknowledgement or an SMS alert. As
part of the proof of the document, voters visited the poll-
ing stations and submitted the enumeration forms.

BLOs clarified that if the enumerator filled out the
enumeration form correctly, the portal would accept it and
the process would be stated as completed. They said
that if any information was filled out wrongly and the por-
tal did not accept it, the elector had to resubmit the enu-
meration form with the correct details.
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‘Papa, save me’: 10-year-old raped & killed by
cab driver, dumped near Gurgaon border

‘Focus important’: How CUET topper,
daughter of ex-minister, prepared for exam

attempt-to-murder cases, Cab driver raped 10-yr-
old, Cab driver killed 10-yr-old, Mehrauli area, attempt-
to-murder cases, delhi news, India news, Indian express,
current affairsDeputy Commissioner of Police (South)
Anant Mittal confirmed the arrest and said the probe is
continuing to establish the sequence of events, motive
and any possible accomplices. “We are examining CCTV,
vehicle movement data, mobile call records and forensic
evidence. Action will be taken swiftly,” he said.A 10-year-
old girl, who was sleeping with her family members on a
footpath near a Metro Station in South Delhi’s Mehrauli
area, was allegedly abducted on Monday shortly after 4
am by a cab driver, raped, strangled and later dumped
near the Gurgaon–Faridabad border, said police.The ac-
cused was arrested within hours following a probe, aided
by CCTV footage, vehicle registration checks and GPS
tracking, said officers. The 10-year-old was living with
her family on the pavement near a traffic intersection, as
per officers.The family from Bihar had come to Delhi four
months ago in search of work but the family members
were forced to sleep on the roadside in the absence of a
steady income.With help from a local woman, the girl had
been enrolled at a nearby government school. The night
before the crime, according to the girl’s father, the family
ate and slept on the pavement.He told police he woke at

4.15 am to his daughter’s screams — “Papa… save me”.
He said he grabbed a stick. But by that time, the assailant
had put the child into a vehicle and driven off, said police.
He chased the car, and raised an alarm. But he could not
stop the vehicle. Police said the vehicle — a white Wagon
R with a commercial plate — was traced using CCTV and
registration details. By 11 am on Monday, the accused,
identified as Bashu Kumar Singh, was taken into custody
while dropping a passenger in West Delhi’s Vikaspuri,
officers said.He initially denied involvement in the inci-
dent but later admitted committing the crime, police said,
leading officers to the location where he had dumped the
body near a forested stretch on the Faridabad–Gurgaon
Road.Forensic teams recovered the girl’s body on Mon-
day evening. Officers said the victim had ligature marks
on her neck consistent with strangulation and multiple
facial injuries indicating blunt force trauma.

The police said the accused struck her with stones
and a brick. Samples were retrieved from the vehicle and
were being sent for forensic testing to corroborate the
assault allegations.During a court appearance on Tues-
day, the accused was remanded to two days police cus-
tody. Police said the suspect allegedly attempted to snatch
a service revolver from an escorting officer and fired at
the party while being taken to the crime scene. He was
injured in the leg when police returned fire. He was sub-
sequently admitted to hospital and a separate case for
assault on a police officer has been registered.Deputy
Commissioner of Police (South) Anant Mittal confirmed
the arrest and said the probe is continuing to establish
the sequence of events, motive and any possible accom-
plices. “We are examining CCTV, vehicle movement data,
mobile call records and forensic evidence. Action will be
taken swiftly,” he said.The girl’s father described her as
caring and ambitious, the eldest who looked after her
younger siblings and dreamed of education. The police
said they will provide legal and social support as the
case proceeds.

CUET topper, CUET topper exam PREP, Common
University Entrance Test, CUET-UG, delhi news, India
news, Indian express, current affairsAs congratulatory
messages continued pouring in through the day, the teen-
ager admitted she was still processing the result. "I've
just been so overwhelmed and not able to process it com-
pletely," she said.When Devina Gahlot (17) opened her
Common University Entrance Test (CUET-UG) 2026
scorecard on Tuesday afternoon, the first thing that caught
her attention was a string of perfect scores. The next was
disbelief.The daughter of former Delhi Transport Minister
and Bijwasan MLA Kailash Gahlot, Devina emerged as
the top scorer in this year’s CUET-UG, a nationwide ex-
amination taken by lakhs of students seeking admission
to undergraduate programmes.“I checked my applica-
tion number a couple of times just to be sure…,” she said,
recalling the moment she realised she had secured the
highest aggregate National Testing Agency (NTA) score
in the country — 1232.19 — across five subjects. “I was
not able to believe my eyes.” Her subjects were Econom-
ics, English, Fine Arts, Political Science and Psychology.
She secured 100 percentile in Economics, Political Sci-
ence and Psychology, and 99.9 percentile in the remain-
ing two subjects.

For Devina, the achievement is the culmination of
years of academic discipline. “Since childhood, I’ve al-
ways been at the top of my class,” she said.  However,
she describes the transition from school examinations to
CUET as “unexpectedly challenging”. “My board exams
ended very late in April, and I barely had a month to
prepare for CUET. At the beginning, it was a little over-
whelming because there wasn’t a clear way to under-
stand exactly what to study and how to study,” she said.The
biggest adjustment, she added, was moving from descrip-
tive board examinations to an application-based entrance
test. “When you study for school, you’re used to writing
long answers. CUET is much more conceptual and ap-
plication-based. Once I understood that difference, the
journey became easier.”Unlike many high-scoring can-
didates, Devina did not enrol in a coaching institute. In-
stead, she said, she relied on NCERT textbooks and pre-
vious years’ question papers. “I just read my books thor-
oughly and attempted previous papers. That’s all I
did.”Devina was among candidates affected by a techni-

cal issue that delayed an examination session by the
NTA in one of her papers “All I would say is that you have
to keep your calm and be prepared for anything that hap-
pens,” she said. “We just have to not lose our focus.” she
said. “For me, what worked was consistency. Instead of
studying very long hours every day, I studied consistently.
Everyone has good days and bad days. What matters is
showing up every day.” she added.An avid reader and
writer, she hopes to pursue English Honours at Delhi
University’s St Stephen’s College or Hindu College and
eventually explore journalism and creative writing. “I write
articles sometimes. I’m very much into reading. Maybe
even journalism…,” she said.

Her father, Kailash Gahlot, said the family is proud
not only of the achievement but also of the path she
wishes to pursue. “As a father, I am immensely proud of
Devina’s achievement. Securing All India Rank 1 in CUET
is the result of her hard work, discipline and dedication
over the years. She has always been a sincere and studi-
ous child, and this success reflects the effort she has put
into her academics,” he said. He added, “What makes
me even happier is that she wants to pursue journalism
and creative writing, a field that plays a vital role in soci-
ety. It is her passion, and I completely support her
decision.”For Devina, the support of her family proved
crucial. “They never put any pressure on me to secure
any rank or any college,” she said. “All they wanted was
for me to give my full potential.”As congratulatory mes-
sages continued pouring in through the day, the teen-
ager admitted she was still processing the result.

Germany rail network grinds to a halt after
communications system failure strands passengers

Berlin: A problem with a communications system
forced Germany’s railway network to halt all trains late
Tuesday, leaving passengers stranded across the
country.Trains were held at stations and would-be travel-
lers stood in long lines at information desks as they tried
to figure out how to get to their destinations.The main
national railway operator, Deutsche Bahn, said shortly
before 1 am — nearly two-and-a-half hours after it first
reported the outage — that the problem had been re-
solved and service was resuming “step by step.” The com-
pany said there was a nationwide problem with the GSM-
R digital communication system, which is used for inter-
nal communication on the railway network. It later said
that the cause had been identified, but did not specify
what it was.

The Bild newspaper quoted Deutsche Bahn CEO
Evelyn Palla as saying that they “were able to stabilise
the situation with an emergency system.” Deutsche Bahn
said during the outage that it was giving taxi and hotel
vouchers to passengers and, where possible, making
available trains at stations for travellers to sit in. It
apologised for the situation.At Berlin’s central station,

Reyna Ghoshal and a friend were trying to get back to
Munich after a trip to the German capital and saw “un-
happy faces” as they arrived at the station.“The train con-
ductor was very nice, but he was just like, we don’t know,”
said Ghoshal, who is from Atlanta. She said that “we
booked a bus for 8 am just in case, but generally we don’t
know what’s going on.” In recent years, complaints about
train delays and disruption in Germany have become
increasingly frequent.Government-owned Deutsche
Bahn has started conducting thorough but disruptive over-
hauls of major routes after years of underinvestment in a
bid to improve its performance.The German railway sys-
tem has on rare occasions in the past halted all or most
trains, but because of storms rather than for technical
reasons.GSM-R, short for Global System for Mobile
Communicationsâ€“Railway, offers voice and data ser-
vices needed to operate railways, including communica-
tion between train drivers and control centers.According
to the European Union Agency for Railways, it has been
introduced across Europe since 2000 as a common stan-
dard for railway operations.

Doval calls Strait of Hormuz opening a
boost for energy security at BRICS meet

New Delhi: The opening of the Strait of Hormuz is a
very welcome move for global energy security, National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval said on Tuesday, welcoming
his counterparts from BRICS nations at a key conclave
here.In his televised opening remarks at the BRICS NSAs
meeting, Doval, while referring to the impact of “geopo-
litical uncertainties and economic strains”, underlined the
need for the grouping to play a significant role in ad-
dressing global challenges.Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, Russian NSA Sergei Shoigu, Iranian security
official Ghadir Nezamipour and other senior BRICS se-
curity officials attended the meeting chaired by
Doval.“India welcomes the MoU reached between the
US and Iran. We have cautious optimism, and we hope
that it will work. It will help energy security,” Doval
said.“The opening of the Strait of Hormuz is a very wel-
come development. It will remove supply chain bottle-
necks and address shortages in sectors like fertilisers
and chemicals,” he said.Doval emphasised the impor-

tance of BRICS in navigating global challenges.“We are
meeting at a very tumultuous time. The world is facing
geopolitical uncertainties, economic strains and disrup-
tive technologies,” he said.“Not only are the threats com-
pounding, but the instruments and institutional mecha-
nisms are increasingly finding themselves inadequate to
resolve or mitigate these conflicts,” he
added.“Multilateralism is on the decline,” he said, adding
that BRICS has a major role to play in addressing global
challenges.New Delhi hosted the conclave in its capac-
ity as the current chair of the grouping.BRICS, originally
comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa,
expanded in 2024 to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and
the United Arab Emirates, with Indonesia joining in
2025.The grouping has emerged as an influential bloc
representing about 49.5 per cent of the global popula-
tion, around 40 per cent of global GDP and nearly 26 per
cent of global trade.Doval said BRICS was conceived as
an informal grouping of emerging economies aimed at a
more multipolar world order.“It was to advance economic
cooperation and strengthen the voice of the Global South,”
he said.He added that BRICS also envisioned reforms in
global governance and institutional improvements.

The NSA said the conclave will also discuss out-
comes of two BRICS joint working groups on counter-
terrorism.“We need to be cognisant of new security threats
and challenges. Non-traditional threats have transcended
national borders and have developed capabilities that
challenge conventional responses,” he said.Doval also
flagged concerns over non-traditional security threats,
including those emerging from disruptive technologies.“

Trump administration expands Cuba sanctions,
targets key firms and Castro family member

 GNS News Agency, june 24Washington: The Trump
administration expanded sanctions against Cuba, target-
ing five entities tied to key sectors of the island’s economy
and a member of the Castro family as part of what Wash-
ington described as a broader effort to choke off revenue
flowing to the Cuban government.Secretary of State Marco
Rubio announced the measures, saying the sanctions
were aimed at entities and individuals that “fund, facili-
tate, or benefit from the regime’s malign activities, both in
Cuba and across our hemisphere.”The sanctions target
three entities linked to Grupo de Administración
Empresarial S.A. (GAESA), the military-run conglomer-
ate that Washington describes as the financial backbone
of the Cuban government.“GAESA continues to operate
as the financial muscle behind the Cuban regime’s re-
pressive security apparatus,” Rubio said.The State De-
partment said two of the sanctioned entities are financial
institutions involved in moving money on behalf of the
Cuban government, while another is a logistics company
that supports operations across the island.Among those
designated is ALMACENES UNIVERSALES S.A. (AUSA),
a GAESA subsidiary that provides storage, transport and
port-related services. The State Department said the com-
pany controls container traffic at Cuba’s Mariel Special
Development Zone, a major logistics hub that has at-
tracted foreign investment.Also sanctioned were RAFIN
S.A. and BANCO FINANCIERO INTERNACIONAL S.A.
(BFI), both of which operate in Cuba’s financial services
sector. According to the State Department, RAFIN serves
as a key financial management arm of GAESA, while BFI

handles much of the banking activity involving foreign
entities doing business with Cuba.The administration also
widened pressure on Cuba’s mining and metals
industries.The State Department designated
GEOMINERA, S.A., a state-owned enterprise that man-
ages Cuba’s non-nickel mineral assets and works with
foreign investors, including Australian-based Antilles
Gold. It also sanctioned EMPRESA SIDERURGICA JOSE
MARTI, known as Antillana de Acero, Cuba’s largest raw
steel producer.In addition, Washington designated
Annalie Lilliam Rueda Cardero, citing her status as an
adult family member of Alejandro Castro Espín, the former
head of Cuban intelligence services and son of former
Cuban leader Raúl Castro. Alejandro Castro Espín was
sanctioned earlier this month.The State Department also
warned that foreign companies and financial institutions
dealing with sanctioned entities

US, Iran at odds on nuclear inspections,
frozen assets in deal to end war

LOWER MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP, Pennsylvania/
DUBAI,  - U.S. President Donald Trump said on Tuesday
that Iran had agreed ?to nuclear inspections into "infin-
ity," while Tehran said it had made no such concession in
negotiations, raising questions about the viability of their
fragile peace deal.The two countries, which ended ?a
first round of negotiations in Switzerland on Monday, also
offered conflicting accounts about financial incentives for
Iran, control of the Strait of Hormuz, and Israel's parallel
war in Lebanon - all major aspects of their framework
deal signed last week aiming to end the war.The Reuters
Inside Track newsletter is your essential guide during the
World Cup. Sign up here.Nevertheless, Trump said ne-
gotiations with Iran were going smoothly. "We're getting
along quite well," he said at a rally in Pennsylvania.

The United States also relaxed travel curbs on Iran's
World Cup soccer team, allowing it to travel from Tijuana,
Mexico, to ?Seattle two days before its next match in-
stead of one.In signs of withering domestic support for
the war, Trump's poll numbers weakened while the Re-
publican-controlled Senate defied the president and voted
to halt the ?war, in a largely symbolic move that high-
lighted fissures in his party.A Reuters/Ipsos poll found
35% of Americans think the U.S. is now in a weaker posi-
tion with ?Iran than before the war, while 23% believe it is
in a stronger position.The Senate vote of 50-48 endorsed
a resolution passed by the House of Representatives
this month, reflecting growing concern even among some
of ?Trump's Republicans about the unpopular conflict
that began on February 28.It was the first time both cham-
bers of Congress had passed a resolution directing a
president to remove U.S. armed forces from hostilities
under the War ?Powers Act, though it was not immedi-
ately clear how the votes might affect the
conflict.RESCUING SEAFARERSThough prospects for
a lasting peace are far from certain, the initial agreement
between Washington and Tehran has allowed traffic to
flow again through the strait, which typically handles one-
fifth of global energy supply.Trump said on Wednesday
he had told the Justice Department to look into oil com-
panies for not lowering pump prices in line with falling
crude costs."Gasoline prices better start going down a lot

faster than ?what I'm seeing!" he said on social media.Oil
prices fell more than 1% on Wednesday, extending this
week's losses and trading near their lowest since before
the war began on February 28.The United Nations' ship-
ping agency ?said it was working to evacuate 11,000
seafarers stranded when Iran closed the strategic
waterway.The agreement calls for Iran to allow traffic to
flow freely for 60 days, though it has said it might impose
tolls or other fees on ?shipping subsequently.A woman
walks near a mural depicting the late leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, and Iran's
late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on a street
in Tehran, Iran, June 18, 2026. Majid Asgaripour/WANA
(West Asia News Agency) via REUTERS Purchase Li-
censing Rights, opens new tab

In a ?joint statement on Tuesday, Iran and Oman,
which controls the other side of the strait, stressed their
"sovereign rights" in the waterway, adding that they would
work together to manage traffic, along with associated
costs.Oman said it had coordinated with the International
Maritime Organization to provide a temporary corridor for
vessels seeking to transit the Strait of Hormuz.U.S. Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio, visiting Gulf allies unsettled
by the peace deal, said Iran would not be allowed to
charge tolls in the strait as part of any final agreement.The
deal calls for an immediate end to the war, including in
Lebanon, lifting U.S. sanctions on Tehran and unfreez-
ing Iranian assets held ?abroad. It also outlines a $300-
billion investment fund for the ?Islamic Republic's
reconstruction.AT ODDS OVER NUCLEAR INSPEC-
TIONS, FROZEN ?ASSETSThe framework itself sets no
limits on Iran's nuclear program, an issue to be tackled in
60 days of negotiations.Trump claimed that Iran had
agreed to allow international inspectors indefinite access
to its damaged nuclear sites."Iran has fully and completely
agreed to highest level Nuclear inspections long into the
future (Infinity!!!)," Trump said on social ?media.Iran de-
nied it had discussed its nuclear program at the talks and
said it had not agreed to invite International Atomic En-
ergy Agency inspectors back ?to the country.The two sides
?also disagreed on details of a provision that would give
Iran access to funds that have been frozen in overseas
accounts.Trump said any unfrozen assets would be used
to buy food and medical supplies from the U.S., while
Iran's ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva, Ali
Bahreini, said Iran would decide how to spend that
money.Washington has already agreed to waive sanc-
tions on Iran for 60 days, allowing Tehran to sell oil and
related products and ?receive payment for ?them.Israel's
parallel war against Iran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon
also remains a sticking point.Bahreini said the deal re-
quires Israel to withdraw its ?troops from Lebanon, while
Israel has said it will maintain a security zone in southern
Lebanon and act to "neutralize" threats against Israeli
soldiers and citizens.

US-based teen Carnatic singer to
present charity concert at JNTU

Auditorium
Hyderabad: Fifteen-year-old Carnatic vocalist Sia

Nagasri Jayakumar, a high school student from San Jose,
California, USA, will present a special benefit concert
titled ‘Sangeetha Seva Saadhana’ on July 11 at 4:30 pm
at JNTU Auditorium, Kukatpally.
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Cristiano Ronaldo at 41: the ball
has fallen out of love with him

 The worst feeling for Cristiano Ronaldo was not
that he didn’t score against a team that last played the
World Cup before he was born; or that his two attempts
were weak and wayward; or that he looked a burden for
the team; or that he disrupted the system or barely con-
tributed to the defensive rigours. It was just that the ball
had fallen out of love with him. Like a jilted lover, it shirked
away from him, turned away his glances, turned back
unreciprocated. Certainly, Ronaldo can still win his love
back — the tournament is long and arduous, it could have
been just a one-evening falling out.Portugal drew 1-1
with DR Congo in Houston on Wednesday, a result that
felt as flat as Ronaldo’s performance.But at 41, in a squad
bursting with attacking gifts, every bad outing evokes scru-
tiny. With every bad day, he seems to be moving closer to
the horizon.

Despite the age, the waning explosiveness, Ronaldo
still has the bearings to sweet-spot the ball, fetch it where
he wants. Against Congo, he simply couldn’t. In the 68th
minute Francisco Conceicao stabbed a cutback to
Ronaldo, a little behind him. It was maybe a yard away
from his liking, but in his prime he would contort his body
suitably and find the best position. Even if not, he always
found a chunk of his glittering boot. Here, he flayed the
shot wide off the near post. He sneered and gritted his
teeth, wondering how the touch had forsaken him.The
worst part was not that his attempt was horrible, but that
he had stolen it off Bruno Fernandes’ toes. The Manches-
ter United midfielder was beside him, with more space
and a better angle. But Ronaldo’s instinct is not to facili-
tate goals but to score them. When the touch leaves, the
instincts betray. It was not the first time he had infringed
on Fernandes’ space. The coaching staff has to find a
solution for the continued disruption.Portugal's Cristiano
Ronaldo argues with referee Abdulrahman Al-Jassim, of
Qatar, after he showed a yellow card to Bernardo Silva,
left, during the World Cup Group K soccer match between
Portugal and Congo in Houston, Wednesday, June 17,
2026. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis) Portugal’s Cristiano
Ronaldo argues with referee Abdulrahman Al-Jassim, of
Qatar, after he showed a yellow card to Bernardo Silva,
left, during the World Cup Group K soccer match between
Portugal and Congo in Houston, Wednesday, June 17,

2026. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
Six minutes later came more concerted proof of his

diminishing touch. Conceição produced another, better
cutback, but Ronaldo shanked it away. The shot was
hurried and without power, bothered perhaps by Axel
Tuanzebe’s challenge. But those were moments that
barely troubled him once. He could find the target through
a maze of legs, unfazed by shirt-pullers and pickpockets,
outmuscling and outwitting them. Here, he was vexed,
riddled with doubt.There is a cruel paradox. A man whose
career was built on smouldering self-belief has begun to
doubt himself. Perhaps that is at the heart of his malaise
— the absolute faith in himself blinding him to the reality
of his tottering prowess. Ronaldo is no longer who he
thinks he is. He is still supernaturally fit, with the vaulting
ambition to win the only crown his head has not worn,
that of a world champion. But he is making a parody of
the great player he once was. He is the aged leading
vocalist of a heavy metal band living in the guttural gran-
deur of his past, unaware that his voice box has only
been creaking   There is a cruel paradox. A man whose
career was built on smouldering self-belief had begun to
doubt himself. Perhaps, that is at the heart of his mal-
aise… Ronaldo is no longer who he thinks he is.

When he cannot score, he becomes a liability — he
is not involved in creative or defensive duties, his real
estate of influence limited. Some numbers capture his
horrid game. He made only 20 passes in 90 minutes, the
thirteenth best in the game. His defensive contribution
was one. His progressive actions merely two. He occa-
sionally dropped deep to facilitate link-up play but could
not match his colleagues’ pace. His immobility is slowing
the whole team down, a blend of supreme attackers and
midfield conductors. Otherwise he lurked ahead of
Congo’s high line, then retreated to gather the ball in-
side, waiting for crosses played behind the line. Try as
his colleagues did, none could establish a working rela-
tionship with him. He was like a vintage Morris Minor
caught amongst Ferraris.Parallels with Lionel Messi will
inevitably spring. Messi is slower than Ronaldo, but he
creates more — his spatial awareness is superior, his
passes defence-piercing, his movement still pulling de-
fenders out of shape even when his legs have nothing
left. Messi has runners around him who compensate for
what age has taken. Ronaldo has superior technicians
around him who cannot compensate for what he no longer
provides. That is Portugal’s great dilemma.Certainly
Ronaldo was not the only Portuguese footballer who
endured a horrid day, but he was central to their afflic-
tions. For Portugal to mount a serious title challenge, the
Ronaldo riddle has to be solved. Hard decisions have to
be made — whether to use him as a substitute, or replace
him earlier than Roberto Martinez did on Wednesday.
The manager defended him, as he has throughout his
tenure. “We don’t treat Cristiano for his age, we treat him
according to his symptoms and how he feels,” he said.The
diagnosis, though, reads differently.

Five uncapped players, new captain for
England in historic Lord’s Test vs India

England have announced five uncapped players in
their squad for a historic one-off Test at Lord’s against
India that is set to be played from July 10. The match will
be the first women’s Test to be hosted at the iconic venue.
Alice Capsey, Tilly Corteen-Coleman, Mady Villiers,
Grace Potts and Ellie Threlkeld are the players who are
yet to play a Test and have been included in the 15-
player squad that will be Nat Sciver-Brunt’s first as
captain.Apart from the five uncapped players, the En-
gland squad also features a number of experienced cam-
paigners like former captain Heather Knight, Tammy Beau-
mont, Amy Jones and Sciver-Brunt herself. “We have

selected a strong Test squad under the leadership of Nat
Sciver-Brunt for what will be another historic few days at
Lord’s for women’s cricket,” said ECB’s Managing Direc-
tor of Women’s Cricket Clare Connor.

“Test cricket is a rare and wonderfully challenging
experience in the women’s game and I know how proud
our players are to represent England in this format. For
the 11 women who will get the chance to be the first to
enjoy that feeling at Lord’s, it will be a moment to
savour.”The last time India played a women’s Test in
England was in Bristol in June 2021. The match had ended
in a draw, with Sneh Rana grinding it out for India and
finishing unbeaten on 80 off 154 balls. Rana had also
picked four wickets in the England innings while Shafali
Verma scored 96 in 152 balls in India’s first innings and
63 in 83 in the second. She won the player of the match
award for her efforts. For England, Knight missed out on
a century by five runs while Sophie Ecclestone picked
four wickets in both Indian innings.England squad for
India one-off Test vs India: Nat Sciver-Brunt (c), Tammy
Beaumont, Lauren Bell, Maia Bouchier, Alice Capsey,
Tilly Corteen-Coleman, Sophie Ecclestone, Lauren Filer,
Amy Jones, Heather Knight, Emma Lamb, Grace Potts,
Ellie Threlkeld, Mady Villiers, Issy Wong, Warwickshire

 Mexican forces intercept drone
near South Korea’s training camp

 South Korea coach Hong Myung-bo said that it was
unfortunate that a drone was spotting flying over their
training base ahead of their second match of the 2026
FIFA World Cup against hosts Mexico in Guadalajara.
AP reported that Mexican military forces intercepted and
brought down the drone and Hong said that it was good
that the object was in the sky before the team had started
working on their tactics for the match.South Korea’s match
against Mexico is set to take place on Thursday (Friday,
6.30am IST) at the Guadalajara Stadium, the fourth of the
second round of group games at the ongoing World Cup.
“So yesterday, during our training, there was a drone in
the sky and we came to know about the fact,” Hong said
at a news conference Wednesday.“But fortunately, it was
right before we practiced our tactics. So it did not impact
us significantly. But while we were preparing for the match,
that was the most important timing. So what happened
was unfortunate.”According to AP, military forces used
specialised equipment to detect an “unregistered drone”
near the South Korean camp, prompting them to
“neutralise” it, a Mexican federal agent said. It was not
clear if the drone was trying to spy on the South Korean

team ahead of the game.
The operation to take down the drone was part of

Mexico's security operation for the World Cup known as
"Plan Kukulkan", involving about 100,000 personnel from
federal and local military and police forces.  The opera-
tion to take down the drone was part of Mexico’s security
operation for the World Cup known as “Plan Kukulkan”,
involving about 100,000 personnel from federal and lo-
cal military and police forces. The operation to take down
the drone was part of Mexico’s security operation for the
World Cup known as “Plan Kukulkan”, involving about
100,000 personnel from federal and local military and
police forces. Included in the plan are early warning sys-
tems, security measures at stadiums, airports, roads and
hotels, and protection protocols for teams, officials and
fans.South Korea and Mexico started their respective
campaigns on the opening day of the 2026 FIFA World
Cup on June 11. Mexico beat South Africa 2-0 in the
tournament opener after which South Korea beat Czechia
2-1. The tournament is being hosted by Mexico, the United
States of America and Canada.

Qatar fans get government-funded trip to
the World Cup to support underdog team

Qatar brought a cheering section to the World Cup
by treating a large contingent of supporters to an all-ex-
penses-paid trip to North America.Some 1,000 Qatari fans
have descended on Vancouver, via jets chartered by the
Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, ahead
of Thursday’s match against Canada.

The fans are staying at posh hotels, including the
Fairmont and the JW Marriott Parq. They’ve been turning
heads downtown, breaking out traditional darbuka
drums.“First of all I would like to thank everyone who

went the extra mile and made the journey out here,” cap-
tain Abdulaziz Hatem said.“We are very aware of the re-
sponsibility. We are going to do what ever it takes for
them to leave the stadium happy and for them to be proud
of us.” Qatar’s Social and Sport Contribution Fund
partnered with the Persian Gulf nation’s soccer federa-
tion to pay for the “Qatari Fans Delegation Program” for
the World Cup. The fund covers flights, hotels and local
transportation and other perks.The federation said the
aim was to create “a vibrant stadium atmosphere that will
help push the players toward the best possible results on
the global stage.” Qatari students in the United States
and Canada were also invited to attend the
matches.Qatari fans are sure to be heavily outnumbered
by red-clad Canadians at BC Place.A major exporter of
natural gas and oil, Qatar has a population of some 3.2
million. It hosted the World Cup in 2022 and made its first
appearance in the tournament, becoming the first host
country to lose all of its group matches.Qatar has fared
better this time. Boualem Khoukhi scored on a header in
stoppage time to give the Qataris a surprising 1-1 draw
against Switzerland in Santa Clara, California.Canada
also earned its first World Cup point with a 1-1 draw against
Bosnia-Herzegovina last Friday in Toronto. Cyle Larin
scored the tying goal in the 78th minute.

‘Portugal are a better side without him’:
Pundits on Ronaldo’s World Cup problem

EMS  News Agency,  July 13
Thierry Henry was precise. Analysing Portugal’s per-

formance on FOX, the former Arsenal striker and 1998
World Cup winner with France broke down a second-half
passage of play involving Francisco Conceição and Bruno
Fernandes to explain what Ronaldo is doing wrong.“One
thing that’s important — the team needs to score, it’s not
you who needs to score,” Henry said. “Look here. Portu-
gal has the ball, Conceição is going to receive the ball. If
Ronaldo makes that run in the opposite direction of the
ball, he forces the defender to make a decision. But be-
cause he wants to score, he goes in Bruno Fernandes’
path. If he went to that small area, the defender would
have to follow him, and then it would be an easy tap-in for
Bruno Fernandes. But because he wants to score, he
crosses the path of the back pass — you see the two
players and it becomes easier for the defence to inter-
cept. The team needs to score, not you. Did you see Bruno
Fernandes’ reaction? ‘Let the ball roll, make the run, cre-
ate space so I can just tap it in.’ It didn’t happen.”Kevin-
Prince Boateng, speaking on SBS Sport, went further.

“Can I be honest? Ronaldo, if he would be a real team
player, he would step down and let the young players
flow. Because Portugal is a better side without him.
There’s so much pressure when he’s in the middle, be-
cause they all want to play the ball to him. I get that, I
understand that. But if Portugal wants to have a chance
to go far, I believe Ronaldo should step down. Let the
others play and come in for the last 15 to 20 minutes.”
Really good analysis from Henry. This is the Ronaldo
issue right now.

Wayne Rooney, working as a BBC pundit, offered a
partial defence. “Cristiano Ronaldo is very often stand-
ing in an offside position, but that’s not him being lazy, he
is actually being very clever. It means that Congo con-
stantly has to search for him. And when they search for
him, he automatically creates space for his teammates.”
After the match, however, Rooney also said DR Congo
had “wanted it more” than Portugal.

The numbers told their own story. Ronaldo was held
scoreless for the fifth straight World Cup match and the
tenth consecutive game in major competitions, including
World Cups and European Championships. He has not
scored a non-penalty goal in a major competition since
June 19, 2021. Despite playing nearly every minute, Por-
tugal have scored just one goal in their past four matches
in major competitions. On Wednesday he generated three
shot attempts and put none on target — the sixth time he
has finished without a shot on target at a World Cup,
according to ESPN.Portugal coach Roberto Martinez was
unmoved. “The World Cup is a tournament where these
things happen. Argentina lost to Saudi Arabia in 2022
and then went on to win the World Cup. In 2010, Spain
lost to Switzerland and then won the World Cup.

How reinvention made Manpreet Singh
India’s most-capped hockey player

When India finished last at the 2012 London Olym-
pics, Manpreet Singh was a teenager still trying to estab-
lish himself in international hockey.Fourteen years later,
on Wednesday, when he took the field against Germany
in Rotterdam for his 413th international appearance, be-
coming the most-capped player in the history of Indian
hockey by overtaking Dilip Tirkey, he was one of the last
remaining links to that team.

Between those two moments lies perhaps the most
turbulent and transformative period in Indian hockey his-
tory. India have gone from humiliation to Olympic med-
als, from rebuilding to resurgence. Coaches have come
and gone, tactical systems have evolved, and entire gen-
erations of players have passed through the national
setup.Through all of it, Manpreet remained. That is what
makes the milestone remarkable.In Indian hockey, a
single year can feel like a lifetime. It is a sport governed
by brutal physical demands, relentless competition for
places and an administrative ecosystem that has rarely
been known for patience. Players are often only a poor
tournament, an injury or a coaching change away from
losing their place. Longevity is rare. Lasting 15 years at
the highest level is almost unheard of.It’s something
Hardik Singh, the veteran forward, keeps alluding to.
When Manpreet made his debut, Hardik was still a school-
boy watching him on TV. The two, on Wednesday, shared
the same midfield that sliced open Germany in the FIH
Pro League. India won 3-1 in a rare dominant perfor-
mance this season. Manpreet didn’t score, but he was
there doing what he does best – adding heft to the attack
and solidity to the back line.

Manpreet Singh Hockey What has allowed Manpreet
to endure where so many others have faded is his will-
ingness to constantly reinvent himself. (Hockey india)What
has allowed Manpreet to endure where so many others
have faded is his willingness to constantly reinvent
himself.The midfielder who burst onto the scene was
defined by relentless energy. He seemed capable of cov-
ering every blade of grass on the field, pressing oppo-
nents, carrying the ball forward and appearing in both
circles within moments. Like many athletes of his gen-
eration, there was an emphasis on physicality and the
visible markers of fitness that dominated sporting con-
versations a decade ago.But modern hockey does not

reward nostalgia.Following the Paris Olympics, Manpreet
recognised that remaining the same would mean falling
behind. At 33, he undertook yet another transformation.
He shed significant weight, altered his training routines
and shifted his focus towards agility, endurance and re-
covery. The objective was not simply to remain fit; it was
to remain relevant.

The change has extended beyond his physical
conditioning.As age inevitably takes away a fraction of
pace and explosiveness, Manpreet has evolved into a
different kind of midfielder. The all-action runner has be-
come a deeper, more measured presence. He now con-
trols tempo, occupies intelligent spaces and dictates play
with experience as much as athleticism.It is an evolution
that has impressed even the younger generation. Hardik
Singh, now one of the leaders of the Indian team, be-
longs to a group that grew up watching Manpreet. Today,
he speaks openly about admiring the veteran’s ability to
keep pace with players nearly a decade younger.Yet the
journey to the record was not entirely straightforward.
Earlier this year, Manpreet’s omission from the national
camp briefly raised questions about whether he would
get the opportunity to surpass Tirkey’s long-standing mark.
For a player who has spent much of his career navigating
the uncertainties that define Indian hockey, it was an-
other reminder that longevity is never guaranteed.He re-
turned, reclaimed his place and eventually moved clear
at the top. Perhaps that is the most fitting way for the
record to have arrived.

Real Madrid signs Ibrahima
Konate on four-year deal

Madrid: Spanish giant Real Madrid have completed
the signing of France defender Ibrahima Konate on a
four-year contract, adding another major name to their
squad ahead of the new season.The 27-year-old centre-
back will officially join the Spanish giants at the end of
June after leaving Liverpool as a free agent following the
expiry of his contract at Anfield.

Konate becomes Real Madrid’s third signing of the
summer transfer window after the arrival of Spain left-
back Marc Cucurella from Chelsea and Portuguese
midfielder Bernardo Silva. The trio are expected to play
key roles as Madrid prepare for a new campaign under
head coach Jose Mourinho.“Real Madrid C. F. and
Ibrahima Konaté have reached an agreement for him to
become a Real Madrid player for the next four seasons,
until June 30, 2030,” the club said in an official statement.

The French defender arrives in Madrid after spend-
ing five successful seasons with Liverpool. Signed from
German club RB Leipzig in 2021, Konate established
himself as one of the Premier League’s most reliable
centre-backs and played a significant role in the club’s
recent success.

HyderabadToofans
appoint Revington

as head coach
Hyderabad: Hyderabad Toofans named internation-

ally acclaimed coach Paul Revington, “Revs” as Head
Coach as the Hockey India League franchise looks to
build on its bronze-medal finish in its latest second sea-
son.
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Batwara 1947 teaser: Sunny Deol chooses
courage amid chaos and bloodshed.

After Ikkis and Main Vapas Aaunga, filmmaker
Rajkumar Santoshi is set to bring his take on one of the
most defining chapters in Indian history—the Partition of
India—with Batwara 1947. On Thursday, the makers un-
veiled the film’s teaser, offering a glimpse of characters
played by Sunny Deol, Preity Zinta, Shabana Azmi, Ali
Fazal, Karan Deol and Abhimanyu Singh, among
others.The over one-minute-long teaser opens with a
powerful voiceover: “Hindustan, after a great struggle and
countless sacrifices, finally won her freedom from centu-
ries of slavery. But tragically, the country was divided into
two.” The visuals that follow paint a grim picture of the
Partition era. A steam-engine train races through the land-
scape as panic-stricken crowds run for safety. Homes
burn in the background, capturing the chaos and devas-
tation that accompanied India’s independence in

1947.The narration continues: “In the name of religion,
humanity was being butchered.”

Soon, viewers are introduced to Abhimanyu Singh’s
menacing character, who appears consumed by violence
and vengeance. “The streets will be flooded with blood!”
he declares. The teaser then shifts focus to the film’s key
characters, played by Shabana Azmi, Sunny Deol, Preity
Zinta, Karan Deol and Ali Fazal.One of the teaser’s
standout moments comes during a tense face-off between
Sunny Deol and Abhimanyu Singh. Challenging him to a
fight, Abhimanyu asks, “Panga lena hai (Want a fight)?”
To this, Sunny responds in his trademark style, “I don’t
intend to, but I wouldn’t mind it either.” The teaser con-
cludes with the line: “In times of hatred and fear, he chose
courage.”

The team behind Batwara 1947Written and directed
by Rajkumar Santoshi and produced by Aamir Khan Pro-
ductions, Batwara 1947 is scheduled to hit theatres on
August 14, on the eve of India’s Independence Day. The
film boasts an impressive technical team. Oscar-winning
composer A.R. Rahman has composed the music, while
celebrated lyricist Javed Akhtar has penned the songs.
Academy Award winner Resul Pookutty serves as the
sound designer, and National Film Award-winning cin-
ematographer Santosh Sivan is behind the
camera.Interestingly, the project was originally titled
Lahore 1947. However, the makers later renamed it
Batwara 1947, reportedly to avoid potential political con-
troversies and geopolitical sensitivities amid strained In-
dia-Pakistan relations. The new title was officially unveiled
through a motion poster released on June 9.

Vikram Bhatt defends Alia Bhatt amid Alpha
backlash: ‘1000 negative comments for Rs 1 lakh’

Vikram Bhatt alia bhattFilmmaker Vikram Bhatt has
come out in support of Alia Bhatt following the mixed
reactions to the Alpha teaser.Filmmaker Vikram Bhatt has
spoken in defence of Alia Bhatt amid the online discourse
surrounding the teaser of Alpha, the first female-led film
in the YRF Spy Universe. Reacting to the criticism and
trolling directed at the actor, Vikram questioned why Alia
was being singled out despite her willingness to step
outside her comfort zone.

“Why is Alia Bhatt getting trolled? Poor thing. She’s
attempting something different and should be appreci-
ated for it,” he said in an interview with News18.Drawing
from his own experience, Vikram Bhatt claimed that the
trailer of his recent film Haunted 3D: Echoes Of The Past
was also targeted by what he described as a paid trolling
campaign. Recalling the incident, the filmmaker said, “We
were getting a lot of bad comments on the YouTube chan-
nel of Anand Pandit Motion Pictures but not on
Saregama’s YouTube channel or Instagram. Then we
found out that it was a paid campaign and the people
saying bad things were bots. So, we had to work that out.
We can make out organic comments from inorganic
ones.”Expanding on the issue of online negativity, Vikram
Bhatt urged audiences to be cautious about taking every
social media comment at face value. “We need to tell
audiences that every bad comment they read could be
generated by a bot, by a computer, by a nobody. It takes

Rs 1 lakh for thousand comments. I don’t know who’s
paying this money. But I’m sure everyone has enemies.
You don’t know which faction is doing it. But obviously,
someone doesn’t wish you well,” he said.Directed by Shiv
Rawail and backed by Yash Raj Films, Alpha is one of
the most anticipated entries in the spy universe and marks
Alia Bhatt’s first full-fledged action-led franchise film.

Christopher Nolan brings The
Odyssey to Mumbai on July

Modern master Christopher Nolan is visiting Mumbai
to attend the premiere of The Odyssey — his first-ever
premiere event in India — and related promotional activi-
ties to be held on July 10 and 11. For the Indian premiere,
the Academy Award-winning filmmaker will be accom-
panied by the film’s stars Matt Damon, Tom Holland, and
Oscar-winning producer Emma Thomas. The premiere
shows of the fantasy action film, to be held on both July
10 and 11, will take place at Mumbai’s PVR ICON: Phoe-
nix Palladium.Mumbai has been designated an official
stop on The Odyssey’s global premiere tour, by the film-
makers and Universal Pictures International, alongside
London, Paris and New York. The highly-anticipated film,
written and directed by Nolan, arrives in theaters world-
wide July 17.

The Academy Award-winning filmmaker’s India visit
as part of The Odyssey’s global premiere tour might come
as a pleasant surprise but his strong fanbase in the coun-
try does not.Elaborating on Christopher Nolan’s upcom-
ing visit, Sanjeev Kumar Bijli, executive director, PVR
INOX Limited, says: “Christopher Nolan is one of the rare
filmmakers whose work consistently generates extraor-

dinary anticipation among Indian audiences. Over the
years, he has built a deeply engaged fanbase that views
each of his films as a theatrical event, driven by his dis-
tinctive storytelling and commitment to creating experi-
ences designed for the big screen.”The sale of advance
tickets for The Odyssey in IMAX format opened in cin-
emas across India on June 8. According to PVR INOX
sources, over 45 per cent of available tickets have al-
ready been sold, “reflecting strong audience demand and
anticipation for the film.”

The Odyssey is the first feature film shot entirely with
IMAX cameras. The film is produced by Christopher Nolan
and his wife Emma Thomas for their company,
Syncopy.Commenting on The Odyssey generating an in-
credible buzz among Indian cinephiles ahead of its re-
lease, Bjli shares, “The response to The Odyssey has
been exceptionally encouraging, particularly across IMAX
and premium formats, reflecting both the excitement sur-
rounding Nolan’s latest film and the growing demand for
immersive cinema experiences in India. Nolan’s visit fur-
ther highlights the significance of the Indian market for
global releases and underscores the passion that audi-
ences here have for world-class theatrical storytelling.”The
film is a cinematic adaptation of Homer’s ancient Greek
epic ‘The Odyssey’ by Christopher Nolan whose spec-
tacular filmography includes The Prestige (2006), Incep-
tion (2010), Interstellar (2014), Dunkirk (2017), Tenet
(2020) and Oppenheimer (2023). The Odyssey features
Damon as Odysseus, the Greek king of Ithaca, and
chronicles his decade-long perilous journey home after
the Trojan War as he attempts to reunite with his wife,
Penelope, played by Anne Hathaway. The cast includes
Tom Holland, Robert Pattinson, Lupita Nyong’o, Zendaya,
and Charlize Theron.Nolan’s Indian fandom has grown
steadily over the last two decades, with the filmmaker
continuing to wow audiences with grand scale, cinematic
spectacle and bold vision. When Oppenheimer, Nolan’s
last feature, released nearly three years ago, India
emerged as its second-largest international market dur-
ing the opening weekend. The film grossed Rs 157.50
crore (source: sacnilk.com) and became one of the high-
est-grossing Hollywood films in India. Re-release of his
movies, such as Interstellar, too attracted a large number
of movie-goers.Alaka Sahani is a prominent film critic
and journalist based in Mumbai. With a career spanning
over two decades, she has established herself as one of
India’s most authoritative voices in cinematic journalism,
known for an analytical approach and insights that tran-
scend the standard cycle of celebrity journalism. Exper-
tise & Accolades In 2014, Alaka was honoured with the
National Film Award for Best Film Critic.

Elaborating on Christopher Nolan’s up-
coming visit, Sanjeev Kumar Bijli, executive di-
rector, PVR INOX Limited, says: “Christopher
Nolan is one of the rare filmmakers whose work
consistently generates extraordinary anticipa-
tion among Indian audiences. Over the years,
he has built a deeply engaged fanbase that
views each of his films as a theatrical event,
driven by his distinctive storytelling and com-
mitment to creating experiences designed for
the big screen.

Shah Rukh Khan waived off Rs 42 lakh bill to help
Deool Band 2; film is now a Rs 80 cr hit

Pravin Tarde’s Deool Band 2 has emerged as a
box-office phenomenon, becoming one of the five high-
est-grossing Marathi films of all time. Made on a reported
budget of just Rs 8-10 crore, the film has already crossed
Rs 80 crore at the box office. But what if we told you that
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan played a crucial
role in helping the film reach theatres in the first place?
The film, which has been receiving widespread praise
for its strong theatrical run, almost faced a major hurdle
before its release. According to director Pravin Tarde,
Shah Rukh Khan stepped in at a critical moment and
helped the makers by waiving off a bill of Rs 42-45 lakh.

Speaking to Abhijat Marathi Filmy, Tarde recalled
approaching Shah Rukh Khan’s production house, Red
Chillies Entertainment, for a Digital Cinema Package
(DCP)—the digital format required to screen films in the-
atres. While the makers had budgeted around Rs 12 lakh
for the process, they were handed an estimate of nearly

Rs 42 lakh.Recalling the difficult situation, Tarde said,
“The bill came to Rs 42 lakh. We didn’t have that kind of
money, nor did we have any source from where we could
arrange it. We approached Red Chillies and explained
our situation. We told them that it was a Marathi film, a
regional film, and our budget was limited. But we wanted
to release it on a large scale and requested their
support.”“He asked his technical team about the matter.
They told him it was a film by the makers of Mulshi Pat-
tern. Since Mulshi Pattern was later remade as Antim by
Salman Khan, Shah Rukh was aware of our work. He
then enquired about Deool Band 2. His team told him it
was a well-made emotional film and that the makers
wanted the DCP but couldn’t afford the cost. The DCP
was ready, but it hadn’t been handed over because the
dues were pending,” Tarde shared. DCP, or Digital Cin-
ema Package, is a special format for playing movies on
digital cinema projectors.According to the filmmaker, Shah
Rukh’s response was immediate. “He simply said, ‘Waive
off their bill.’ He told them, ‘It’s a Marathi film. Give them
the DCP. We can sort out the payments later. If it’s a good
film, give them the DCP.’ They showed tremendous re-
spect towards Marathi cinema. For him, the film was more
important than the money. I credit all these people for the
success of the film.”Tarde said he remains deeply grate-
ful for the gesture, especially because Shah Rukh ex-
tended the help without knowing whether the film would
succeed commercially.“Today, the film is heading towards
the Rs 100-crore club and everyone is appreciating it.
But what Shah Rukh Khan did when the film was nothing,
when nobody knew whether it would work or not, will
always be remembered. He helped us without any guar-
antee of success. I will forever be grateful to him,” he
said.The filmmaker also revealed that he would love to
personally screen the film for Shah Rukh Khan.According
to industry tracker Sacnilk, Deool Band 2 has earned
approximately Rs 81.78 crore at the Indian box office so
far. The spiritual sequel to the 2015 film is written and
directed by Pravin Tarde. Deool Band 2 stars Snehal
Tarde in the lead role, while veteran actor Mohan Joshi
reprises his role as Swami Samarth from the original film.
The story tackles the sensitive issue of farmer suicides
while exploring the complex relationship between faith
and atheism.

Amitabh Bachchan did Eklavya for free;
director refused to pay for hotel, plane too

Amitabh Bachchan is known for his discipline on
set, and many of his collaborators have often praised
how Amitabh never put on any additional pressure on
the film’s budget with his entourage’s cost. Previously,
filmmaker Vidhu Vinod Chopra elaborated on the same
and said during the shoot for Eklvaya, Amitabh paid for
his hotel, and did not charge a single rupee as upfront
payment. When the actor wanted a private plane to travel
from Rajasthan to Mumbai, Chopra refused as it was too
expensive. Amitabh ended up paying for the flight by him-
self and even offered a lift to Chopra in his plane.Amitabh
Bachchan arranged for his own private plane, paid for
his accomodation

In the book, Unscripted: Conversations on Life and
Cinema, written by Chopra and Abhijat Joshi, he recalled
the anecdote, “When the shoot was over, he wanted a
private plane to take him back to Bombay. I had to refuse
because the budget couldn’t be stretched. He chartered
a plane from Jodhpur and paid for it himself, and Anu
(Anupama Chopra, wife) and I hitched a plane ride with
him. I hadn’t paid Amitabh for the film, yet he gave me
one of my first private plane rides.”He also recalled how
the hotel room requested by Bachchan’s team was cost-
ing Rs 65,000 more than the assigned budget for his
stay, so Bachchan paid for his own accommodation.
Chopra recalled that this was the reason why he gifted
Bachchan a Rolls-Royce worth Rs 4.5 crore after the film,
to thank the star for his generosity.

The shoot for Eklavya faced a few ups and downs in
the early days and at one point, Chopra even fired
Bachchan from the film, and decided to replace him with
Sanjay Dutt, who was playing another role in the film. He
shared that he had to complete the shoot in just 37 days,
and because they wanted to wrap the shoot quickly, they
decided to use two cameras, which wasn’t the norm back
then.When Bachchan arrived for the schedule in
Rajasthan, which was supposed to last for over a month,
he only came with a few bags. Chopra asked him the
reason behind the same and was told that Jaya was sure
that the two would argue, and Bachchan would be back
home sooner than expected. “Jaya has sent all my things.
She is sure I will be back in a week and believes we can’t
work together, and there’s no way I will stay longer than a
week,” he recalled Bachchan saying.And Jaya’s proph-
ecy almost came true just as Bachchan started shooting.
On the first day of their shoot, Amitabh was late, and Vinod
missed the morning light which was necessary for the
shot. “You can’t come bloody late on the set, yaar! I missed
my magic hour light. I can’t take the shot now. We have to
reschedule-the light has gone. So I don’t like you at this
moment, Amit,” he told Bachchan.

The next day, Amitabh was late again and once
again, Vinod couldn’t get the desired shot. The third day

was even more important now, and once again, Bachchan
wasn’t on set. “I completely lost it. I could see my light
disappearing. I knew I had lost the shot. I came down
from the crane and saw Sanjay Dutt standing there. I told
him: ‘Put on Eklavya’s costume, you’re not playing
Pannalal Chohar but Eklavya’. End of story. I’m done
with Bachchan,” he recalled.Vinod was shouting outside
Bachchan’s room and asked his line producer how much
money had been spent on the film until then. When he
was told it was Rs 1 crore, he simply said, “Write it off.”
Just at that moment, Bachchan came out of his room.
There was a long silence as Bachchan walked towards
Chopra wife, Anupama, and asked her, “How do you live
with this madman? He is crazy.” She started laughing, he
laughed too, and eventually, everyone around had a good
laugh about the whole incident.This is when Bachchan
explained the reason behind his delay and said that cos-
tume and make-up were taking longer time than expected.
He recalled Bachchan saying, “Do you know how difficult
it is to put this beard on? The guys who stick it on my face
really stink and they are all over me, and it takes hours. If
I showed up on set and the beard was not right, you
would scream.” he next day, Chopra told the make-up
guys to take a bath with Dettol, and at 4 am, he heard
Bachchan screaming. He was later told by the actor that
his make-up room smelled like a hospital room.That day,
Bachchan reached the set one hour earlier and when
Vinod asked him the reason behind it, he said. “I don’t
like to be shouted at, sir. I was playing it safe.”Bachchan’s
couldn’t express what’s in his heartEklavya was written
with Bachchan in mind, and Vinod said that the main
character was “inspired by him.” He recalled that once,
when he was travelling with the star in his car, his words
had a profound effect on the filmmaker. “I don’t remem-
ber exactly what he said, but it was on the lines of: ‘You’re
a blessed man, Vinod. Whatever you have in your heart,
you can spill it out, just like that.’ He tapped his chest and
continued: Everything stays inside here! All bottled up. It
doesn’t come out.

Preeti Simoes on her equation with Kapil Sharma:
‘We have grown in different directions’

TV producer Preeti Simoes, who served as the cre-
ative director on Comedy Nights with Kapil and The Kapil
Sharma Show, is currently busy with ZEE5’s reality show
Maa Hain Na. Although Preeti and Kapil Sharma parted
ways on a bitter note following a fallout, the two now
share a cordial relationship. In a recent interview with
SCREEN, she looked back on her tiff with Kapil.In 2018,
Kapil Sharma and Preeti Simoes had a bitter fallout, with
the comedian filing complaints against the TV producer
for extortion and defamation. Revisiting that controversy,
Preeti said, “It’s an old story. It happened during The Kapil
Sharma Show; they were with Sony TV that time. They
are together now and doing so well together. We are in
touch, but not regularly. However, Sunil is family to us.
With Kapil, it’s so nice that when we meet, we meet beau-
tifully. Both have grown in different directions. The best

part is he is very supportive about it. I don’t watch the
show anymore; I have an emotional attachment to it. But
I see clips when Sunil sends them. That was a phase; it
was bound to happen. I am glad they are together
now.”Preeti added that the media attention made things
ugly. “It happened with me too. When I was in a high-
profile relationship, I was totally put to the cleaners. No-
body asked me. A very small number of journalists asked
me. It could have been that two people can part ways due
to creative differences also; it doesn’t always have to be
something else. It went on for a very long time.”What Kapil
Sharma and Preeti Simoes said after the falloutAccording
to a report in Zee News back then, Kapil Sharma said in
his complaint, “Right from the shooting schedules to guest
coordination–everything was managed by Preeti. And
for that, I paid her ?2 lakh a month. Soon, I hired her sister
Neeti as well, and as the show became popular and the
channel benefited from it, I raised their salaries.”


