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 PM Modi Holds Bilateral Talks with
 New Zealand Counterpart Luxon
 Auckland, July 10  Prime Minister Narendra Modi

held bilateral talks with his New Zealand counterpart,
Christopher Luxon, in Auckland on Saturday (local
time).

The bilateral discussions were preceded by a
ceremonial welcome at the Government House, where
Prime Minister Modi was accorded a Guard of Honour.

Later today, the Prime Minister is scheduled to
interact with prominent business and sports person-
alities. Reflecting the strong people-to-people ties
between India and New Zealand, the Prime Minister
will also address a large gathering of the Indian
diaspora, as per the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

On Friday, shortly after arriving in Auckland, PM
Modi described his visit as "historic."

In a post on X, he thanked Prime Minister Luxon
for the welcome at the airport and highlighted that this
is the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to New
Zealand in four decades.

"Reached Auckland a short while ago. Thankful
to Prime Minister Luxon for the welcome at the air-
port. This visit is historic, being the first Prime Minis-
terial visit to New Zealand in four decades," he wrote.

Sharing visuals of his arrival, PM Modi ex-
pressed optimism regarding his talks with PM Luxon
on the bilateral partnership and his upcoming commu-
nity address.

"Look forward to holding talks with Prime Minis-
ter Luxon and discussing the complete range of the
India-NZ friendship. I will also be addressing a com-
munity programme tomorrow in Auckland," he added.

PM Modi arrived in Auckland on Friday and was
greeted by Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, with
whom he shared a warm embrace. This visit is taking
place at the invitation of Prime Minister Luxon.

Following the signing of a Free Trade Agreement
in April this year, this visit is expected to act as a
catalyst to generate further momentum in trade and
bilateral relations.

The two leaders previously held a bilateral meet-
ing in New Delhi on March 17, 2025, during Prime
Minister Luxon's official visit to India.

Before arriving in Auckland, PM Modi concluded
a highly successful visit to Australia, where he par-
ticipated in the third Australia-India Annual Leaders'
Summit with his Australian counterpart, Anthony
Albanese.

That visit marked a significant milestone in the
two nations' six-year Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership. The meeting, hosted in Melbourne, resulted
in a landmark suite of agreements focused on rein-
forcing Indo-Pacific security architecture, securing
critical mineral supply chains, and accelerating the
transition to clean energy.

Telangana May Have 182 Assembly
Seats After Delimitation: Revanth
Nalgonda: Chief Min-

ister A. Revanth Reddy on
Friday said the number of
Assembly constituencies in
Telangana could increase
to 182 after delimitation and
expressed confidence that
the Congress would return
to power by winning 117
seats. Addressing a Rythu
Ashirvada Sabha at
Raghunadhapalem in
Khammam district, he said
the next Assembly elections
may not be held in Decem-
ber 2028 but could be con-
ducted in May or June 2029
along with the Lok Sabha
polls.

He said the proposed
delimitation exercise could
raise the number of Assem-
bly seats from 119 to 182
and Lok Sabha seats from
17 to 26. He expressed
confidence that the Con-
gress would win 20 Lok
Sabha seats.

“I am predicting the
outcome 32 months in ad-
vance: in the coming
Kurukshetra, the
Kalvakuntla family will dis-
appear from Telangana’s
political landscape. I swear
by Lord Sitaramachandra
Swamy of Bhadrachalam
that the Congress will return
to power in the next elec-

tions,” he said.
The Chief Minister

criticised the BJP, alleging
that it was attempting to se-
cure majority support for
passage of a Delimitation
Bill in Parliament. He also
accused the BRS of mis-
leading people through sur-
veys, questioning their cred-
ibility in the absence of an
election context.

Referring to the
Kaleshwaram project, he
alleged that fill ing
Medigadda could endan-
ger downstream areas, in-
cluding submergence of vil-

lages, and questioned the
intent of BRS leaders.

He also referred to in-
ternal differences within the
BRS and challenged its
leaders on their political
positions.

Highlighting state
government’s welfare mea-
sures, the Chief Minister
said the government had
spent ?1.7 lakh crore on
schemes for farmers over
the past 36 months, includ-
ing crop loan waiver, Rythu
Bharosa, Rythu Bheema,
bonuses on fine rice, free
power to agriculture and

compensation for crop
losses. He said crop loans
worth ?20,630 crore of over
25 lakh farmers had been
waived.

He said the govern-
ment had continued welfare
schemes of the previous
administration and main-
tained that financial con-
straints would not affect
implementation despite in-
heriting debt. He said ben-
eficiaries of welfare
schemes would support the
Congress in the next elec-
tions and concluded with
the slogan “Aur Ek Baar,
Congress Sarkar”.

 Catholic bishops body urges Amit Shah to withdraw
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill

 New Delhi, July 10
 The Catholic Bishops' Conference of India

(CBCI) on Friday urged Home Minister Amit Shah to
withdraw the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026 and the recently notified rules, stress-
ing that both be redrafted after wider consultation with
stakeholders.

The CBCI submitted a memorandum to Shah,
raising concerns over the proposed FCRA Bill, 2026,
religious freedom, the rights of Scheduled Caste (SC)
Christians and the humanitarian crisis in Manipur.

The memorandum, signed by CBCI president
Cardinal Anthony Poola and CBCI secretary general
Archbishop Anil Couto, was handed to Shah when
the delegation met him here.

The CBCI expressed concern over the proposed
amendments to the FCRA and said some of the pro-
posed provisions could affect charitable institutions
that have served poor and vulnerable communities
for decades.

The Conference urged the government to with-
draw the proposed Amendment Bill and the recently
notified Rules. It requested that both be redrafted af-
ter wider consultation with stakeholders, a CBCI state-
ment said.

It said any changes to the law should apply only
in the future. They should not affect existing rights,
legally acquired assets or ongoing charitable work.

It called for independent judicial oversight in
FCRA cases. It also sought safeguards before the
government can take over or transfer the assets of
an institution.The memorandum said there should be
a clear distinction between minor procedural lapses
and serious offences. It said charitable assets should

continue to be used according to the intentions of do-
nors.

The memorandum also raised concerns over vari-
ous state freedom of religion Acts. It alleged that there
was a continued denial of SC status to Christians and
other religious minorities of SC origin under the Con-
stitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950.

Noting that these matters are pending before the
Supreme Court, the CBCI appealed for an early hear-
ing and final judgment.

It said the delay continues to affect the dignity,
equality and constitutional rights of millions of citi-
zens and creates uncertainty among minority com-
munities.

The CBCI also highlighted the continuing humani-
tarian crisis in Manipur and said thousands of farming
families have lost their livelihoods. Many students have
faced disruption to their education, while several fami-
lies have left the state in search of safety, education
and employment, the CBCI said.

The conference appealed to the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) to take urgent steps to restore lasting
peace, communal harmony and normalcy in Manipur.
It also reaffirmed the Church's willingness to work with
the government in promoting reconciliation, humani-
tarian assistance and social healing.According to a
source, the delegation was told by the home minister
that the proposed FCRA amendments should not be
viewed as being directed against the Christian
community.Shah is learnt to have said that the dona-
tions received by Christian organisations under the
FCRA is only a fraction of the total contributions, and
asked the delegation not to think the proposed law
was against Christians.

High-alcohol medicinal
formulations to require

licence, prescription
NEW DELHI, JULY 10

The government has tightened regulations to
prevent the misuse of medicinal products with high
levels of alcohol by withdrawing their exemption from
licensing requirements and bringing them under stricter
prescription norms.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has
amended the Drugs Rules, 1945, removing the ex-
emption available under Schedule K for medical for-
mulations containing high concentrations of ethyl al-
cohol.

Certain medicinal products, including tinctures
of cardamom, ginger and other aromatic preparations,
have been exempted from licensing requirements un-
der Schedule K. Some of these formulations contain
80–90 per cent v/v ethyl alcohol, making them vulner-
able to misuse for intoxication.

“References were also received from certain
State Governments in this regard. To address this
concern, the Government has mandated that all for-
mulations containing more than 12 per cent v/v ethyl
alcohol in quantities exceeding 30 mL will no longer
qualify for the Schedule K exemption. Consequently,
such products will be required to obtain licenses un-
der the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940,” the ministry
said.

The amendment also shifts these products un-
der Schedule H1 of the Drugs Rules, 1945, which man-
dates sale against the prescription of a registered
medical practitioner and stricter record-keeping.

The amendment is expected to strengthen regu-
latory oversight over those medicinal products con-
taining alcohol, ensuring their supply only through the
regulated pharmaceutical supply chain.

The ministry said the revised norms would help
reduce the possibility of diversion and misuse while
ensuring that the medicines remain available for le-
gitimate therapeutic use.

Bharat Goud Appointed Medchal
Malkajgiri DCC Official Spokesperson
“Hyderabad, July 10:The

Telangana Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC) has appointed
Gaddameedi Bharat Goud as the
Official Spokesperson of the
Medchal Malkajgiri District Congress
Committee.““The appointment was
made by Medchal Malkajgiri District
Congress Committee President
Thotakura Vajresh Yadav following
the directions of TPCC President
Bomma Mahesh Kumar Goud.““The
appointment letter was handed over
to Mr. Bharat Goud by Quthbullapur
Assembly Constituency In-charge
Kolan Hanumanth Reddy in the pres-
ence of former TPCC General Sec-
retary Narsareddy Bhupathi
Reddy.““Party leaders expressed
confidence that Mr. Bharat Goud
would effectively discharge his re-

sponsibilities as the district spokesperson and strengthen the party's
outreach and communication initiatives in Medchal Malkajgiri district.
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‘No child has been missed, right?’: Inside campaign
after polio virus found in Ghaziabad sewage

Colaba sees decade’s wettest July day as
heavy rain continues to batter city

 As Mumbai reeled under a red alert for two con-
secutive days, the Colaba observatory of the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD) witnessed its wettest July
day in a decade, as intense spells of rain coupled with
gusty winds continued throughout the weekend.The wind
speed recorded on Sunday was also more than three
times the normal level, leading to more than 150 tree-
collapse incidents across Mumbai.The IMD, in its five-
day forecast issued on Sunday afternoon, announced an
orange alert for Mumbai on Monday (July 6), indicating
heavy rainfall to continue. Following this, a yellow alert
has been issued for Wednesday.Alongside Mumbai, an
orange alert has also been issued for the Thane and
Palghar districts for Monday, while the Raigad district
has been kept under a red alert till Wednesday.Keeping
in mind the rainfall situation, the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has announced a holiday for all
private and government schools, colleges and universi-
ties on Monday. The Thane and Navi Mumbai adminis-
trations have also announced a school and college holi-
day on Monday.

Speaking with the  an IMD official said that the rains
will continue to batter Mumbai till the middle of next week,
as a low-pressure area has developed over
Maharashtra.IMD’s data show the Colaba observatory
recorded 265.6 mm of rainfall in the 24 hours ending at
8.30 am on Sunday. Before this, the Colaba observatory
had recorded the wettest day in the month on July 1,
2022, when 227.8 mm was recorded in this observatory
within a 24-hour span. In comparison, the highest July
24-hour rainfall was 161.4 mm on July 9, 2024, and 86.6
mm on July 23, 2025.Meanwhile, the Santacruz obser-
vatory recorded 227.7 mm during the same 24-hour pe-

riod, making it the second-highest 24-hour July rainfall at
the station in the last five years. The highest 24-hour rain-
fall in the past five years was recorded at Santacruz on
July 8, 2024, when the observatory recorded 267.9
mm.Furthermore, the BMC’s automated weather system
shows that Mumbai’s eastern suburbs recorded 217 mm
of rainfall, followed by 194 mm recorded at the island city,
while 186 mm was recorded at the western suburbs.The
downpour, which came during two consecutive days of
red alert, has also pushed the city to the brink of achiev-
ing its average rainfall for the entire month of July within
just the first five days.The persistent spell of rain since
July 1 has rapidly narrowed the gap to the city’s monthly
rainfall average. Between July 1 and July 5, Colaba re-
ceived 695.4 mm, accounting for nearly 94% of its nor-
mal July rainfall of 734.1 mm. Santacruz recorded 739.2
mm, or about 86% of its July normal of 855.7 mm.With the
IMD issuing an orange alert for Monday and forecasting
another round of heavy showers, weather officials said
Mumbai is likely to cross its average rainfall for the entire
month within the next two to three days. Rainfall intensity
is, however, expected to gradually reduce from July 8,
when only moderate rain has been forecast.

Rain continued through Sunday as well. In the 12
hours ending 8.30 pm, Colaba recorded 49 mm of rain-
fall, while Santacruz received 66 mm.Heavy rainfall was
not confined to Mumbai alone, with several parts of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) also experiencing
intense showers. In the 24 hours ending 8.30 pm on Sun-
day, Navi Mumbai recorded 210.76 mm of rainfall, Thane
received 184.66 mm, Vasai logged 179 mm, while
Palghar topped the region with 273 mm.Alongside heavy
rain, Mumbai also recorded gusty winds throughout the
day ranging between 72.4 km/h and 77 km/h – which
was more than three times its normal range.In a signifi-
cant boost to Mumbai’s water reserves, the average wa-
ter stock in all the seven lakes have jumped by 4 percent-
age points in the last 24-hours. According to the BMC’s
data, Mumbai’s water stock on Sunday stood at 13.19
per cent or 1.9 lakh million litres against its total capacity
of 14.47 lakh million litres. In contrast, the water stock in
the lakes stood at 54.27 per cent on July 5, 2025.BMC’s
data shows that in the last 24 hours, the highest rainfall
was recorded in the catchment areas of Tulsi lake at 321
mm, followed by 275 mm of rainfall recorded at the catch-
ment area of Vihar Lake, 92 mm at Tansa Lake,

At 11 on a Thursday morning, Rajkumari balances a
blue vaccine cold box in one hand and a pink file in the
other as she knocks on an iron gate in Vijay Nagar, a
densely packed neighbourhood in Ghaziabad.A little girl
leans out from a second-floor window.“Is there a small
child in the house?” Rajkumari calls.Moments later, a
young mother emerges carrying her five-month-old
daughter.Rajkumari asks the baby’s name, age and
father’s name, recording each answer in her register.
Beside her, an ASHA worker gently tilts the infant’s head
back. Two drops of polio vaccine land on her tongue. The
baby bursts into tears.Before leaving, Rajkumari
pauses.“No child has been missed, right?” she asks. “Tell
me honestly.”The team moves on.They weave through
narrow lanes lined with closely packed houses. Some
doors stay shut despite repeated knocks. Others are
locked, their occupants away at work. Each missed house
is marked in Rajkumari’s register for another visit.A few
hundred metres away, Vijay Nagar’s concrete homes give
way to a cluster of tin-roofed shelters beneath an under-
construction apartment tower. Families from Bihar and
nearby districts of Uttar Pradesh have made homes here,
many of the men working at construction sites while the
women care for children or work as domestic
helpers.Stepping past piles of garbage and algae-cov-
ered drains, Rajkumari and Manisha stop at every
shack.“Is there a child under five?”When Shyam, a 32-
year-old carpenter from Darbhanga, spots the health work-
ers, he calls after his young son before the boy disap-
pears into the maze of homes.“Isko bhi pila do (Give him
the drops too),” he says, scooping him into his
arms.Shyam says vaccination campaigns were a famil-
iar part of life in his village.“I moved here four years ago,
but the anganwadi workers would set up booths at gov-
ernment schools back home,” he says. “Many people are
afraid. They don’t know what these drops are for. But I
know they’re important.”Only later does the reason for
Rajkumari’s persistence become clear.Every household
now gets the same question more than once. If someone
says there are no children inside, she asks again before

moving on.The reason lies in a sewage sample collected
from Vijay Nagar on June 5. It tested positive for vaccine-
derived poliovirus, a rare strain that can circulate where
immunisation coverage is low.India was declared free of
wild poliovirus in 2014 after decades of mass
immunisation. But environmental surveillance – testing
sewage for traces of the virus – continues as an early
warning system. After the detection in Ghaziabad, offi-
cials traced the sewage network, identified 12
neighbourhoods home to about 150,000 people as high-
risk areas, and intensified vaccination efforts under the
watch of the National Centre for Disease Control and the
World Health Organisation.Rajkumari is one of hundreds
of health workers now working under a far more inten-
sive campaign.After the sewage detection, officials
strengthened supervision, redrew vaccination maps and
instructed teams to revisit locked homes until every eli-
gible child had been reached.“We reviewed every area
covered in the last round to make sure nothing had been
missed,” says Dr Soniya Patel, the Medical Officer In-
charge overseeing the campaign. “We cannot miss any
child.”But reluctance is not confined to the city’s poorest
neighbourhoods.Amit Pal, 22, another vaccination
worker, says some parents refuse to open their doors or
insist there are no young children inside. If persuasion
fails, supervisors return to counsel the family.

“We cannot leave out any child,” he says.Across the
road, in the gated towers of Paramount Symphony, the
conversations are different, but the hesitation can be much
the same.Auxiliary Nurse Midwife Usha Yadav recently
spent 45 minutes persuading a mother to allow her child
to receive the vaccine. Only after showing news reports
on her phone about the virus detected in Ghaziabad’s
sewage did the woman agree.Whether the doors belong
to tin-roofed shacks or high-rise apartments, the chal-
lenge is the same: convince every parent, reach every
child.By 1 pm., Rajkumari returns to the Ayushman Arogya
Mandir after five hours on foot.

Mumbai chawl collapse: Mother, children
among dead, Mayor says shanty ‘illegal’

Mumbai rain Mumbai Chawl CollapseThe deaths in
Mankhurd have taken the city’s death count this mon-
soon to 10 in less than a week.Late on Sunday, a four-
storeyed shanty came crashing down on another at
Janata Nagar in Mumbai’s Mankhurd, killing six persons,
five of them children, taking the death count in this Mumbai
monsoon to 10. According to preliminary information, the
dead in Mankhurd include a mother, her children, as well
as children from a neighbouring structure who came over
to stay at their residence. The victims have been identi-
fied as Aliya (7), Muskan (14), Nihal (6), Nabiya (2), Munaf
(7), and Soni (32).Officials from the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) said that while Munaf was taken
to Ghatkopar’s Rajawadi hospital, the other five were
taken to Shatabdi hospital, where they were declared
dead.A passerby, who was trapped in the debris when
the shanties collapsed, was grievously injured. He has
been identified as Rehan Ali (24), and healthcare staff
said his condition is normal now.

The incident was reported at 8.30 pm. The fire de-
partment launched a rescue operation and a team from
the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) joined in.
The NDRF finished its operation around 3.20 am and
officials said no other person was found trapped in the
debris.Speaking to the media, Mumbai Mayor, Ritu
Tawde, said the shanty that collapsed was “completely
illegal” and operated as a godown. “The structure had
three storeys built one upon another and was completely
illegal. It functioned as a godown, and was completely
stacked with goods. When the building collapsed, the
goods came crashing on the neighbouring building where
a woman, her children and some kids from the

neighbourhood were staying,” said Ritu Tawde. Accord-
ing to sources, the shanties were located on government
land, and the residents had been issued multiple no-
tices, asking them to vacate.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has
expressed grief over the deaths and announced an ex
gratia of Rs 5 lakh each for the families of the dead.Mumbai
rain Mumbai chawl collapse Mumbai monsoon A train
moves past a waterlogged underpass amid heavy mon-
soon rains, at Mumbai’s Andheri. The deaths in Mankhurd
have taken the city’s death count this monsoon to 10 in
less than a week. Earlier on Sunday, a 63-year-old man
died after a tree branch fell on him in Kurla. An 18-year-
old boy died after a tree branch fell on him in Aarey on
Saturday night. Earlier this week, an 11-year-old boy died
after a tree crushed a school bus in Chembur on June 30,
and a 55-year-old man died after falling into an open
manhole in Sakinaka on July 2.Girish Mahajan,
Maharashtra State Disaster Management Minister, has
appealed to citizens to remain indoors as heavy rain and
strong winds lash Mumbai.

Diljit Dosanjh shares ‘Satluj’ village
screening post after ZEE5 removes film in India

Hours after the Diljit Dosanjh-starrer Satluj became
unavailable on the streaming service ZEE5 in India, the
actor shared a clip on social media Sunday showing the
residents of a village in Rajasthan’s Sri Ganganagar dis-
trict watching the movie on a massive projector under the
night sky.“Hun Ni Rukni Film Khalra Saab Di Avaaz Nu
Koi Ni Dabaa Sakda (Now this film won’t stop, no one
can suppress the voice of Khalra Saab),” Dosanjh said in
the post.The community screening of the biopic based
on human rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra’s life took
place at the local gurdwara in 6 H village.The event was
organised by villager Bhupinder Singh, who had previ-
ously circulated an emotional appeal on Instagram invit-
ing families, youth, and children to watch the film together.

“This film is based on the inspiring story of the
struggle, courage, and truth of Martyr Jaswant Singh

Khalra Ji, who dedicated his life to human rights. This is
not just a film, but an opportunity to remember and draw
inspiration from the great sacrifice made for history, hu-
manity, and truth,” Singh said.Sources said the screen-
ing was planned regardless of Zee5 withdrawing the
movie in India.Satluj, directed by Honey Trehan and pro-
duced by Ronnie Screwvala’s RSVP alongside MacGuffin
Pictures, premiered on ZEE5 on July 3 after facing certi-
fication hurdles for nearly three years. However, just two
days later, the film was suddenly pulled from the platform
for Indian audiences.The film, though, remains acces-
sible internationally via ZEE5 Global.“In light of the cur-
rent developments, Satluj will be unavailable in India until
further notice. We remain committed to exploring every
appropriate avenue through due process to bring the film
back to our audiences at the earliest opportunity,” ZEE5
said in a statement on its X account.

Colaba sees decade’s wettest July day as heavy
rain continues to batter city

EMS  News Agency,  July 9
As Mumbai reeled under a red alert for two con-

secutive days, the Colaba observatory of the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD) witnessed its wettest July
day in a decade, as intense spells of rain coupled with
gusty winds continued throughout the weekend.The wind
speed recorded on Sunday was also more than three
times the normal level, leading to more than 150 tree-
collapse incidents across Mumbai.The IMD, in its five-
day forecast issued on Sunday afternoon, announced an
orange alert for Mumbai on Monday (July 6), indicating
heavy rainfall to continue. Following this, a yellow alert
has been issued for Wednesday.Alongside Mumbai, an
orange alert has also been issued for the Thane and
Palghar districts for Monday, while the Raigad district
has been kept under a red alert till Wednesday.Keeping
in mind the rainfall situation, the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has announced a holiday for all
private and government schools, colleges and universi-
ties on Monday. The Thane and Navi Mumbai adminis-
trations have also announced a school and college holi-
day on Monday.Speaking with the Indian Express, an
IMD official said that the rains will continue to batter
Mumbai till the middle of next week, as a low-pressure
area has developed over Maharashtra.IMD’s data show
the Colaba observatory recorded 265.6 mm of rainfall in
the 24 hours ending at 8.30 am on Sunday. Before this,
the Colaba observatory had recorded the wettest day in
the month on July 1, 2022, when 227.8 mm was recorded
in this observatory within a 24-hour span. In comparison,
the highest July 24-hour rainfall was 161.4 mm on July 9,
2024, and 86.6 mm on July 23, 2025.Meanwhile, the
Santacruz observatory recorded 227.7 mm during the
same 24-hour period, making it the second-highest 24-

hour July rainfall at the station in the last five years. The
highest 24-hour rainfall in the past five years was re-
corded at Santacruz on July 8, 2024, when the observa-
tory recorded 267.9 mm.Furthermore, the BMC’s auto-
mated weather system shows that Mumbai’s eastern sub-
urbs recorded 217 mm of rainfall, followed by 194 mm
recorded at the island city, while 186 mm was recorded
at the western suburbs.The downpour, which came dur-
ing two consecutive days of red alert, has also pushed
the city to the brink of achieving its average rainfall for the
entire month of July within just the first five days.The per-
sistent spell of rain since July 1 has rapidly narrowed the
gap to the city’s monthly rainfall average. Between July 1
and July 5, Colaba received 695.4 mm, accounting for
nearly 94% of its normal July rainfall of 734.1 mm.
Santacruz recorded 739.2 mm, or about 86% of its July
normal of 855.7 mm.With the IMD issuing an orange alert
for Monday and forecasting another round of heavy show-
ers, weather officials said Mumbai is likely to cross its
average rainfall for the entire month within the next two to
three days. Rainfall intensity is, however, expected to
gradually reduce from July 8, when only moderate rain
has been forecast.Rain continued through Sunday as
well. In the 12 hours ending 8.30 pm, Colaba recorded
49 mm of rainfall, while Santacruz received 66 mm.Heavy
rainfall was not confined to Mumbai alone, with several
parts of the Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) also
experiencing intense showers. In the 24 hours ending
8.30 pm on Sunday, Navi Mumbai recorded 210.76 mm
of rainfall, Thane received 184.66 mm, Vasai logged 179
mm, while Palghar topped the region with 273
mm.Alongside heavy rain, Mumbai also recorded gusty
winds throughout the day ranging between 72.4 km/h
and 77 km/h – which was more than three times its nor-
mal range

Flashfloods block Doda-Kishtwar highway, bury
vehicles at under-construction Kwar power project

Jammu: Flash floods triggered by incessant over-
night rainfall damaged the Doda-Kishtwar highway on
Monday, disrupted vehicular traffic and buried several
vehicles near the under-construction 540 MW Kwar Hy-
droelectric Power Project in the hilly districts of Doda and
Kishtwar.Huge quantities of mud, boulders and debris
was deposited on the highway following the flash
floods.Officials said that a portion of the highway was
damaged, forcing the suspension of traffic. Several ve-
hicles parked along the roadside at Prem Nagar were
trapped in the flood debris. However, no loss of life or
injuries were reported, they said.Road clearance and
restoration work has been launched by authorities, while
commuters have been advised to avoid the highway and
follow official traffic advisories until the route is reopened.In
neighbouring Kishtwar district, heavy rainfall also trig-
gered a major landslide and mudslide near the tunnel
area of the under-construction 540 MW Kwar hydroelec-
tric power project.Officials said flash floods carried large
volumes of mud and boulders into the project area, bury-

ing several vehicles, including trucks, dozers and other
construction equipment, besides damaging construction
material.Multiple vehicles sustained extensive damage
and remain trapped under the debris, they said, adding
clearance operations are underway to retrieve the
stranded vehicles and restore the affected site.Minor flash
flood incidents were also reported from high-altitude ar-
eas of Reasi district, officials said.The administration had
earlier issued a weather advisory warning of heavy rain-
fall, thunderstorms, flash floods and landslides in vulner-
able areas of Jammu and Kashmir, urging people, par-
ticularly those living near riverbanks and nallahs, to re-
main alert and avoid unsafe locations.According to the
Meteorological department, Samba recorded the high-
est rainfall in Jammu region during the previous 24 hours
ending at 8.30 am on Monday with 90 mm, followed by
Kathua (66.2 mm), Katra (44.4 mm), Doda (42 mm),
Jammu (41.8 mm), Udhampur (40.6 mm), Bhaderwah
(33.6 mm), Kishtwar (24 mm), Reasi (10.5 mm), Batote
(4.7 mm), Ramban (4.5 mm) and Banihal (0.4 mm).

MOGGULLA RAJI REDDY CONGRATULATES
KOMMIDI INDRA REDDY ON APPOINTMENT AS INTUC

TELANGANA ORGANISING SECRETARY
““Hyderabad: In a

significant development
for the Indian National
Trade Union Congress
(INTUC), Shri Kommidi
Indra Reddy has been
appointed as the
Organising Secretary of
INTUC Telangana
State. The official Ap-
pointment Letter was
presented today by Dr.
G. Sanjeeva Reddy,
National President of
INTUC.““Speaking on
the occasion, Dr. G.
Sanjeeva Reddy ex-
pressed confidence in
Shri Indra Reddy’s lead-
ership and commitment
to the labour movement.
He urged him to work
with dedication towards
the welfare of workers,
strengthening the
organisation, and ex-
panding the reach of
INTUC’s principles
across Telangana. He further emphasized the importance of playing an active role in addressing workers’ issues
and enhancing the organisation’s presence throughout the state.““Shri Moggulla Raji Reddy, INTUC Telangana
State Chief Vice President and President of TJEU, extended his heartfelt congratulations to Shri Kommidi Indra
Reddy on his appointment. He expressed confidence that the new Organising Secretary would make a valuable
contribution to safeguarding workers’ rights and further strengthening INTUC’s organisational structure in
Telangana.““The programme was attended by Shri Satyajit Reddy, National Vice President of INTUC and ILO
Member; Shri Moggulla Raji Reddy, INTUC Telangana State Chief Vice President and TJEU President; Shri
Chandrashekar, State General Secretary; along with several senior leaders, office-bearers, and party workers, who
conveyed their best wishes to Shri Kommidi Indra Reddy for a successful tenure.
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‘Invalid work slips, fake certifications’: CAG
flagged flaws in Haryana scheme in 2023-24

 The Haryana government may have initiated a probe
into a scam pertaining to fake work slips — Labour Minis-
ter Anil Vij has pegged it at Rs 1,500 crore — it was,
however, made aware of the irregularities in 2023-24
too.

A performance audit had uncovered systemic irregu-
larities in the registration and benefit disbursal process
for construction workers, with invalid, missing, and fraudu-
lently certified work slips emerging as a central failure
point — leading to wrongful payments and exposing the
government to losses worth crores.The findings formed
part of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) re-
port, which scrutinised the functioning of the Building and
Other Construction Workers (BOCW) Welfare Board and
flagged serious lapses in verification, financial controls,
and governance mechanisms.At the core of the audit was
the misuse of “work slips”, the primary document used to
certify that a worker has completed the mandatory 90
days of construction work required for registration. The
CAG found that the system for verifying these work slips
was deeply flawed and inconsistently applied.

“With over Rs 1,000 crore disbursed under welfare
schemes, the findings highlighted an urgent need for
stricter verification mechanisms, digital authentication
safeguards, and accountability at all administrative lev-
els to prevent further misuse, but apparently it was not
pursued with the seriousness that it deserved then. The
scandal not only exposed financial leakages but also
undermined the very purpose of welfare schemes in-
tended to support genuine construction workers in the
state,” a senior official said.The Labour Board of Haryana
had then acknowledged the findings, stating that recov-
ery notices will be issued and action taken against offi-
cials and beneficiaries involved. However, as of Decem-
ber 2024, “final action was yet awaited.” The CAG report
underscored systemic lapses in verification, oversight,
and data integrity within Haryana’s labour welfare frame-
work. The large-scale misuse of public funds through
forged work slips and fake documentation had raised
serious concerns about governance and accountability.In
a telling observation (Para 4.10.2), even cases where
work slips were submitted and accepted were later
flagged with objections such as: “upload valid workslips
(ws)”. This contradiction, the audit noted, “indicates lack
of due diligence by the Department in scrutinising the
applications”

According to the CAG report (Paragraph 4.16), a
review of welfare schemes implemented by the state’s
Labour Department revealed that between 2017–18 and
2022–23, as many as “6,56,497 benefits worth Rs
1,007.56 crore were disbursed to 2,18,901 beneficiaries
across 4,053 registered establishments.” However,
deeper scrutiny exposed alarming discrepancies in the

system.Mismatch between registered establishments and
benefitsThe audit highlighted a glaring lack of correla-
tion between the number of registered establishments
and benefits disbursed. For instance, in Gurugram, with
“2,786 registered establishments,” 3,408 beneficiaries
availed “8,814 benefits amounting to Rs 9.94 crore.” In
stark contrast, Hisar reported only “42 registered estab-
lishments,” yet “1,68,004 benefits worth Rs 243.52 crore
were disbursed to 49,148 beneficiaries.”The report noted
that “no attempt was made by the Board to analyse the
reasons for such glaring differences.” While officials at-
tributed the disparity to migrant worker mobility, the CAG
rejected this explanation, stating that “no such study/data
was available with the Board which could be used to
sustain this fact.”Nearly half the benefits went to ineli-
gible recipientsIn six test-checked districts (Faridabad,
Gurugram, Hisar, Jind, Karnal and Panipat), the audit
examined 1,267 benefits worth Rs 5.34 crore and found
that “577 benefits (45.54 per cent) amounting to Rs 2.20
crore (41.22 per cent) were disbursed to ineligible ben-
eficiaries.” Reasons included missing work slips, un-
signed or improperly signed documents, fake certificates,
and other discrepancies.Unauthorized Signatories: In
“43 cases,” work slips were signed by non-competent
authorities such as Sarpanchs, councillors, and clerks,
leading to “?11.74 lakh” in wrongful payouts;Forgery and
Fake Certifications: Of 136 officials contacted for verifica-
tion of 306 work slips, only nine responded. Alarmingly,
six denied signing “25 work slips,” exposing clear forg-
ery; in one case from Narnaund (Hisar), “?6.04 lakh” was
disbursed based on 16 work slips signed by a person
who was “never a Secretary in that office; and in Barwala
(Hisar), forged signatures on six work slips resulted in
“Rs 8.03 lakh” being disbursed”.Bogus death certificate
used to claim benefitsThe audit also uncovered a case in
Gurugram where a beneficiary claimed “Rs 2.15 lakh”
using a fraudulent death certificate. Upon scanning the
QR code, auditors were redirected to a fake website. The
issuing authority later confirmed that “the death certifi-
cate was not issued by their office.”

Royale Empire’ case: RERA Punjab
 pulls up builder, orders compensation

In a significant order, the RERA (Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority), Punjab, granted relief to homebuyer
Anupama Dandora in her case against Royale Empire
and its partner. The authority held that the promoters failed
to deliver possession within the agreed timeline and did
not obtain the mandatory occupation/completion
certificate.The authority ruled that the complainant is en-
titled to interest for delayed possession starting from July
1, 2012, and directed that possession of flat no. 403, block
I, be handed over only after securing the required certifi-
cates.

Advocate Mohammad Sartaj Khan said the case re-
lates to a flat booked in 2010 in the “Royale Empire”
project at Peermuchhalla, Zirakpur, for a total cost of
?34.15 lakh. Possession was promised within 18-21
months. The complainant had already paid ?21.10 lakh
by September 30, 2011, but possession was never of-
fered and the project remained unregistered under
RERA.The respondents argued that the complaint was

not maintainable due to a pending civil suit at Derabassi.
However, the authority rejected this objection, observing
that the civil case was unrelated to the issues raised be-
fore it.On merits, RERA found the promoters in clear vio-
lation of the Agreement to Sell and provisions of the Real
Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016. The or-
der emphasised that “interest for delayed possession is
a statutory entitlement” and that buyers cannot be denied
relief merely because a project remains incomplete.The
authority calculated delayed possession interest at
?31,33,350 up to March 31, 2026, and further directed
monthly interest of ?18,990 from April 1, 2026, until pos-
session is lawfully handed over. It also ordered that the
amount be recoverable as land revenue under Section
40(1) of the Act, with a Recovery Certificate to be issued
after 90 days.Additionally, the order clarified that any out-
standing dues between the parties at the time of posses-
sion may be mutually adjusted. It also stated that the al-
lottee will not be liable to pay maintenance charges until
the awarded amount, along with accrued interest, is fully
settled — subject to exceptions involving third-party or
RWA maintenance arrangements.Advocate Mohammad
Sartaj Khan said, “The ruling reinforces that delayed pos-
session is not just a contractual breach but a statutory
violation, making it clear that builders cannot retain buy-
ers’ money without either timely delivery or lawful com-
pensation.”

Punjab launches Mission Samarth 4.0 with attendance
reform: Parents to get daily SMS alert if kid absent
 Parents of students in the state-runs schools will

now receive daily SMS alerts regarding their children’s
attendance, marking a shift towards real-time account-
ability, as the Punjab government on Thursday rolled out
a tracking system under its Mission Samrath 4.0, a flag-
ship foundational learning programme.Launching the mis-
sion, Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains, along with
AAP’s Punjab affairs incharge Manish Sisodia, declared
it as the next phase of the government’s flagship ‘Sikhya
Kranti’.

“Already ranked No. 1 in the PARAKH (Performance
Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Ho-
listic Development) survey, Punjab is now moving from
recognition to results by tightening classroom account-
ability and scaling proven teaching practices,” Bains said.

He underscored that Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
has raised the education budget to Rs 19,279 crore in
2026-27, from Rs 12,657 crore in 2021-22, ensuring
funds reach classrooms. “This money isn’t just on paper.
It has reached every school. Teachers used to collect
donations to repair toilets or buy brooms during past re-
gimes. Now, they say, don’t send grants, we haven’t spent
the last one,” said Bains.The minister said that textbooks
now reach students on time, adding, “Earlier, teachers
photocopied pages till September or October as books
wouldn’t arrive. This year, the Punjab Government deliv-
ered textbooks to every child on April 1, free of cost,
through meticulous planning and political will.”

He said the government has introduced the atten-
dance-tracking system as part of Mission Samrath 2026-
27.“Parents will receive daily SMS alerts on their child’s
attendance, with notifications for every absence, aiming
to boost regular attendance, learning continuity and class-
room engagement. Any child absent for seven days will
trigger a district-level parent contact, while absence be-

yond 15 days will be flagged to state headquarters. This
will ensure both learning continuity and child safety,”
Bains said.

Talking about the Mission Samarth, he said, “This
phase focuses on enhancing teaching quality and ac-
countability through attendance tracking. Our goal is to
ensure that every child achieves strong foundational
learning,” he said.Explaining the core focus of Mission
Samrath 4.0, he said, “The programme ensures that chil-
dren in grades 3 to 8 master reading, writing and math-
ematics.” The results, he said, are now visible in national
data. “Punjab has surpassed the national average in foun-
dational learning by 18% in grade 3 and 26–28% in grade
6. That is our real medal,” he added.

Sisodia released the Mission Samrath Compen-
dium, documenting 38 proven classroom practices de-
veloped by Punjab’s teachers, which will now be imple-
mented across schools to accelerate learning outcomes,
particularly for students requiring additional
support.“Punjab has proven that government schools can
lead the nation.

Electricity bills of up to Rs 9 lakh: Phase 11 residents
express outrage over inflated power charges

Massive public outrage has erupted in Phase 11
and adjoining areas of Mohali after residents of low in-
come groups houses — mostly one- and two-room units
— received exorbitant electricity bills of up to as high as
Rs 9 lakh.Among the affected is Kailash Kaur, a cancer
patient, who received a bill of Rs 149,090. Her son,
Mandeep Singh, who works as a private driver, said,
“There are only two of us in the house, and a major por-
tion of our income goes towards my mother’s cancer treat-
ment. These bills have pushed us into distress”. He also
alleged that officials from the electricity department dis-
connected their connection.

Similarly, Natthu Ram from Amb Sahib Colony, who
lives in a two-room house with five family members, re-
ceived a bill of Rs 8,88,330. He claimed that his electric-
ity connection was also cut off. “Our meter has been re-
moved, while those running illegal ‘kundi’ connections
by paying Rs 500 are enjoying uninterrupted electricity,”
he said.Other residents, including Paramjit Kaur — who
received a bill of Rs 60,000 — and Kamaljit Kaur, also
reported inflated bills and repeated visits to electricity
offices without any resolution.Kamaljit Kaur said that de-
spite depositing amounts of Rs 15,000, Rs 10,000, and
Rs 5,000 in instalments, “no one is explaining why such
high bills have been issued”. She added that after ap-
proaching several officials, her issue was eventually re-
solved after intervention at Balbir Singh Sidhu’s office,
where her connection was restored through a meter,
though pending dues remain.Addressing the issue, se-
nior Congress leader and former Health Minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu held a press conference, where he stated
that around 25–30 complaints from Phase 11 have al-
ready been formally recorded at his office.

“The policies of the Punjab government have pushed
common people into a severe financial crisis. This is not
just a mistake but a well-planned loot,” he said. The Con-
gress leader accused the authorities of deliberately with-
holding electricity bills for 4–5 months and then issuing
inflated amounts at once.“This is not a ‘zero bill’ scheme
but a ‘hero to zero’ failure of the government,” he
said.Sidhu further claimed that in several cases, electric-
ity meters are being removed without valid reasons, call-
ing it a reflection of “authoritarian and high-handed
governance.”He warned, “if these illegal bills are not im-
mediately withdrawn and relief is not provided, the Con-
gress will take to the streets and launch large-scale
protests”In response to the issue, when XEN Amandeep
Singh was contacted, he denied any large-scale billing
error“There is no such matter in our knowledge that mass
billing has gone wrong. These could be rare cases where
a meter may have malfunctioned or there could have
been an error in the reading.”

As Punjab sees 471% surplus rain in a
week, concerns crop around wheat harvest

 Punjab rainfall surplus has surged to 471% in early
April, with unseasonal showers and strong winds dam-
aging standing wheat crops and raising concerns over
yield and quality. (File Photo)Punjab rainfall surplus has
surged to 471% in early April, with unseasonal showers
and strong winds damaging standing wheat crops and
raising concerns over yield and quality. Unseasonal and
intense rainfall activity during the first week of April has
led to a significant surplus in precipitation across both
Punjab and Haryana, raising fresh concerns for the stand-
ing wheat crop nearing harvest.

According to official data, Punjab recorded an aver-
age weekly rainfall of 21.7 mm against a normal of just
3.8 mm, marking a staggering 471% excess rainfall dur-
ing the period from April 3 to April 9. Similarly, Haryana
received 11.1 mm rainfall against a normal of 2.9 mm,
registering a 281% surplus in the same period.In Punjab,
several districts witnessed exceptionally high rainfall.
Fazilka topped the chart with 50.8 mm rainfall, a massive
2018% surplus, followed by Moga (40 mm, 1639% ex-
cess) and Mohali (31.4 mm, 1208% excess). Sangrur (53
mm, 742% excess) and Barnala (22.8 mm, 743% ex-
cess) also recorded unusually high precipitation. These
figures indicate one of the most intense early April rain
spells in recent years.A few districts, however, saw rela-
tively lower rainfall. Hoshiarpur recorded 4.4 mm, slightly
below normal (-9%), while Ludhiana (8.7 mm, 108% ex-
cess) and Jalandhar (13.2 mm, 170% excess) received
moderate rain compared to other districts but still re-
mained above normal levels.In Haryana, Chandigarh re-
corded the highest rainfall at 47.4 mm, an astonishing
1430% above normal, followed by Kurukshetra (35.9 mm,
1279% excess) and Gurgaon (16.8 mm, 949% excess).

Other districts like Mahendragarh (17.1 mm, 972% ex-
cess) and Kaithal (1.1mm 770% excess) also saw heavy
rainfall activity.

Relatively lower rainfall was recorded in districts
such as Sonipat, which saw a deficit (-35%), and Ambala
(-13%), while areas like Rohtak (4.4 mm, 37% excess)
and Bhiwani (3.9 mm, 22% excess) received compara-
tively light showers.Widespread rain, accompanied by
strong winds and occasional hailstorms, has had a direct
impact on wheat crop across both states. Agricultural ex-
perts note that crop lodging —where the standing crop
bends or falls due to wind and rain — has been reported
in several districts of Punjab, including Moga, Fazilka,
and Sangrur, as well as parts of Haryana.Farmers fear
that excess moisture at this stage could affect grain qual-
ity, leading to high moisture content, discoloration, and
reduced market value. Waterlogging in low-lying fields
has further aggravated the situation, especially in dis-
tricts that recorded heavy rainfall.With harvesting season
approaching, the untimely rains have once again high-
lighted the vulnerability of wheat crops to changing
weather patterns. Authorities are closely monitoring the
situation, while farmers remain anxious about potential
yield and quality losses.

After recent rainfall activity, weather conditions across
the region are expected to turn dry over the next few
days, with a significant rise in temperatures
forecast.According to meteorological observations, a
western disturbance currently lies over Jammu and ad-
joining areas in the form of a cyclonic circulation, influ-
encing weather at higher altitudes. Another fresh west-
ern disturbance is also active in the mid-level westerlies,
though its immediate impact on the plains is expected to
be limited.An upper-air cyclonic circulation persists over
northwest Uttar Pradesh and adjoining Uttarakhand, while
strong subtropical westerly jet streams—with wind speeds
reaching up to 130 knots—continue to prevail over north-
west India.Despite the presence of these systems, the
state is likely to witness dry weather conditions for the
next seven days, providing relief after recent unseasonal
rains.Meteorological experts have predicted a sharp rise
in maximum temperatures by 6–8°C over the next five
days, which could accelerate the ripening of standing
wheat crops and aid harvesting activities.However, an-
other western disturbance is likely to affect the Western
Himalayan region from April 15, which may again influ-
ence weather patterns in the region.

Inside ‘godman’ Kharat’s network: 130 bank accounts
opened with spurious documents, Rs 63 crore moved

 It was when he received a call from Ahilyanagar
police earlier this month, says a Mumbai-based hotelier,
that he came to know that more than Rs 2.43 crore had
been routed through four bank accounts in his and his
wife’s names – accounts he says he never opened, in a
credit society he and his family had never seen or
visitedHe believes documents he had shared for “darshan
booking” with arrested ‘godman’ Ashokkumar Eknath
Kharat had been misused to open these accounts. “We
visited Kharat as we thought he was a spiritual healer,”
says the hotelier.Investigators believe he is just one of
many people whose accounts were similarly used to
“route” money, with the probe into Kharat – which began
with charges of sexual assault, cheating, extortion and
under the anti-superstition Act – expanding to his fi-
nances. Apart from 13 police cases, he faces a case of
money laundering registered by the Enforcement
Directorate.Complaints along with bank records accessed
by The Indian Express suggest that documents collected
from followers, visitors and even victims may have been
used to open more than 130 such bank accounts. Trans-
actions in these exceeded Rs 63 crore between 2021
and 2024, with Kharat listed as a nominee in at least a
hundred accounts and his mobile number appearing
across many of them.The pattern is the same across cases
– people got in touch with Kharat, to visit him or “consult”
him for “predictions”; were told to hand over documenta-
tion such as Aadhaar and PAN cards and photographs;
bank accounts were opened using these documents; and
funds deposited into them.Incidentally, a majority of the
accounts into which the money was received were
opened in the name of the Jagdamba Cooperative Credit
Society and Samata Nagari Sahakari Pat Sanstha,
Rahata, both linked to Kharat.While Kharat served as
chairman of the Jagdamba society till 2024 as per records,
the Samata society is linked to his associate and co-ac-
cused Arvind Pandurang Bawke. A bulk of the money

transactions happened during their tenure.While more
than a hundred suspect accounts have allegedly been
traced to the Samata society, the number is around 32 in
the case of Jagdamba.Bawke is also under arrest over a
cheating case in which Kharat and his wife are accused.In
some cases, multiple accounts were opened in the name
of the same individuals, and several appear to have ben
opened within a short period.Ahilyanagar SP Somnath
Gharge said: “So far statements of 20 account holders
have been recorded and they have said that accounts
were opened without their knowledge and consent. Now
we are doing a forensic examination of these accounts.”A
woman who has alleged sexual assault and forced mis-
carriage by Kharat is believed to have told investigators
that her papers, along with those of her family members,
were used for documentation linked to a credit society.
She said she was made to sign documents related to the
society despite resistance.Another complainant has filed
a case linked to a land dispute. Corporate filings show
that Kharat is a director in Shree Vyankatesh Farmers
Producer Company Limited, incorporated in December
2021. In March 2024, the company was empanelled as a
State Level Agency for the procurement of agricultural
produce under the MSP system through agencies such
as NAFED. A farmer in Shirdi has alleged non-payment
following procurement carried out through the
company.Investigators are examining whether financial
flows reflected in some of the bank accounts are linked to
transactions connected to the company.Another firm,
Bright Sparks Infra Private Limited, was incorporated in
2024 with the same individuals as appearing across the
alleged network, including Bawke. Asked about this,
Bawke told The Indian Express before his arrest that the
company hoped to get government contracts, and that
documentation and investment were handled by Kharat.
“He took our papers and said we would start getting con-
tracts after two years,” he said.
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Rs 700-cr medical supplies fraud: Key suspect
‘manipulated tenders’, missing; hunt on

 Sources said the tender specifications and terms
were allegedly drafted to favour chosen firms and fake
companies were put on records to create
confusion.Sources said the tender specifications and terms
were allegedly drafted to favour chosen firms and fake
companies were put on records to create confusion.The
Anti-Corruption Branch (ACB) of the Delhi government
has conducted multiple raids after Rajiv Rangila, a “sup-
plier and pharmaceutical trader” accused of manipulat-
ing tenders linked to the Rs 700-crore procurement fraud
case, was found missing from his home in East Delhi’s
Laxmi Nagar area, sources told The Indian
Express.Rangila (50) was summoned for questioning by
the ACB last week in connection with the fraud case linked
to the Central Procurement Agency (CPA) and the Direc-
torate General of Health Service (DGHS). After serving
him multiple notices, when he failed to appear before the
agency, ACB officials launched searches for him across
Delhi-NCR and Uttarakhand, sources said. Rangila has
been actively supplying medicines and medical equip-
ment in Delhi and Uttarakhand for over a decade, accord-
ing to investigators. The agency is also planning to issue
a look out circular (LOC) against him, sources added.

Rangila, said officers, is a key suspect in the case.
He has been named in the FIR for allegedly creating fake
companies and firms using fictitious owners. He is ac-
cused of colluding with manufacturers of medical equip-
ment to fix supply rates and the kickbacks that were to be
paid back in cash.“Some of these firms include F Med
Devices, Technocrats, Raj Shree, Ashi Surgical and Phar-

maceuticals, and M Sahib and Sons Pvt. Ltd. Even as
these firms were created with others registered as own-
ers, the actual operator is Rajiv Rangila,” the complaint
filed by the Vigilance Department with the ACB states.
The ACB converted the complaint into an FIR on June 2.

The alleged irregularities first came to light in May
this year when the Vigilance Department conducted raids
at the offices of the Central Procurement Agency (CPA),
the nodal agency responsible for procuring and supply-
ing medicines, vaccines and medical equipment to Delhi
government hospitals and healthcare facilities, following
complaints.Sources said the tender specifications and
terms were allegedly drafted to favour chosen firms and
fake companies were put on records to create
confusion.Rangila allegedly prepared restrictive specifi-
cations in collusion with manufacturers, after which the
documents were routed to Dr Vinod Kumar Ranga, Head
of Office (HOO) of the CPA, who placed them before the
tender committee. Ranga was the first one to be arrested
in the case on June 18.According to the complaint, mem-
bers of the tender committees were allegedly coerced
into approving these tailor-made specifications.

Former DGHS chief Dr Vatsala Aggarwal, who was
arrested on June 27 in connection with the case, alleg-
edly gave the final approval to the skewed tender condi-
tions. Along with Aggarwal, Deputy Controller of Accounts
(DCA) Neeraj Chopra was also arrestedOfficials alleged
that fake companies controlled by Rangila submitted bills
for supplies made to the CPA, and payments were re-
leased within one or two days.As per the complaint, sev-
eral tenders that have already been awarded and fully
paid for continue to appear on the Government e-Market-
place (GeM) portal as “active”, “under process”, or at the
stage of “financial bid evaluation”. According to officials,
this modus operandi prevented the public and competing
firms from knowing whether a tender had been finalised,
who had secured it, and at what rates.“It has also been
informed that payments to medicine suppliers that had
been supplying medicines to the CPA/DGHS in previous
years have remained pending for the last two years. How-
ever, payments for tenders awarded since October, in
which Rajiv Rangila is allegedly involved, were made on
the same day or the following day,” an official said.

From Captain vs Bajwa to Warring vs Channi: The
forever ‘versus’ situation in Punjab Congress

 The popular American comedian and aphorist Joey
Adam’s witty one-liner quite aptly sums up what the Con-
gress party in Punjab has been practising for over a de-
cade now: scripting their own defeats before rival parties
would.Ahead of every crucial election in the past decade,
the Punjab Congress has found itself in an “action replay”
mode: A “versus” situation between two senior party lead-
ers, and other leaders jostling to join either “camp”. In
every such situation, one senior party leader is seen pit-
ted against the other, either to grab a plum posting or
become the Chief Ministerial (CM) face.Here’s a look at
how Punjab Congress’s bigwigs have been engaged in
such “battles of political upmanship” and how the party is
always seen divided into “two camps” for over a decade
now:Captain Amarinder Singh Vs Partap Singh Bajwa
(2015)After the Congress lost the 2012 Punjab Assembly
polls and the 2013 Moga bypoll to the SAD-BJP under his
leadership, Captain Amarinder Singh, then PPCC presi-
dent, was removed in 2013 and replaced by Partap Singh
Bajwa.However, ahead of the 2017 Punjab assembly elec-
tions, Captain Amarinder (now in the BJP) spearheaded
a rebellion against Bajwa.Captain’s supporters held mul-
tiple rallies and protests, flaunting the slogan: “Captain
Liyao, Punjab Bachao” (Bring Captain, Save Punjab). The
demand was to remove Bajwa as PPCC president and
announce Captain as the CM face for the 2017 polls. Ul-
timately, Captain Amarinder got his way.

After a series of rallies against his leadership, Bajwa
was forced to resign as the PPCC president in November,
2015. Returning as the PPCC president, Captain then led
the party to victory in the 2017 assembly polls. He took an
oath as Punjab CM for the second time. After he became
the CM, Sunil Jakhar took over as PPCC president in
2017.Captain Amarinder Singh Vs Navjot Singh Sidhu
(2017 onwards)The power tussle in the Congress did not
stop even after the party came to power in 2017, defeat-
ing the SAD-BJP alliance. The party was then divided into
two factions — one led by then CM Captain and the other
by then cabinet minister and former cricketer Navjot Singh
Sidhu.Sidhu had jumped from the BJP to the Congress
ahead of the 2017 Assembly polls. He was included in
Captain Amarinder Singh’s cabinet as the local govern-
ment and tourism minister.However, the bickering be-
tween both continued publicly, as Captain blamed him for
being “inefficient”. Stripped of the local government port-
folio, Sidhu was then assigned “power and new
energy”.But he refused to join his new role and, in protest,
he resigned from the Cabinet in June, 2019, with a one-
line resignation letter sent to Rahul Gandhi, not the
CM.Even as Sidhu exited from Captain Amarinder’s cabi-
net in June, 2019, he and his supporters continued to run
an anti-Captain campaign. In 2021, Sidhu was declared
the PPCC chief by the Gandhis; he replaced Jakhar, who
was considered a pro-Captain man.Ahead of the 2022
Assembly polls, Charanjit Singh Channi was appointed
the CM on September 19, 2021. Warring was forced to
resign unceremoniously as the chief minister and eventu-
ally resigned from the Congress in November
2021.Months after “working together” for Captain
Amarinder’s ouster, Channi and Sidhu projected them-
selves as the Congress’s CM face for the 2022 polls. The
party was again divided into two camps — Channi vs
Sidhu; the factionalism went on for months, after which
Rahul Gandhi stepped in.

In a massive rally in Ludhiana on February 6, 2022,
Gandhi announced Channi as the party’s CM face, with
Sidhu also on stage. “People want a gareeb ghar ka CM

(People want a CM from a poor household),” Gandhi said
from the stage.The fractured state Congress contested
the 2022 polls with Channi as the CM face and Sidhu as
PPCC president, only to face a massive drubbing at the
hands of the AAP.Sidhu resigned as PPCC chief and was
replaced by former minister Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring in April 2022.Bharat Bhushan Ashu vs Raja Warring
(2024 and 2025)When Warring took over as PPCC presi-
dent in April, 2022, former minister and the party’s promi-
nent Hindu face from Ludhiana, Bharat Bhushan Ashu,
was also elevated as the party’s working
president.However, ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Punjab Congress witnessed two new camps
again — one led by Warring and the other by Ashu.

Congress’s Ludhiana Lok Sabha MP Ravneet Singh
Bittu shifted to the BJP. Rahul Gandhi picked Warring to
contest against Bittu. Ashu, a two-time former MLA from
Ludhiana West and a former minister, was “ignored”, and
his supporters projected Warring as a “parachute” candi-
date. Warring, however, defeated Bittu by a whisker.But
Warring vs Ashu did not end there, until it made Congress
face another humiliating defeat — the Ludhiana West
bypolls, 2025.With Congress’s candidate Ashu and state
president Warring not even on talking terms, the cam-
paign never saw a united face.Even as Channi rallied
behind Ashu and led his campaign, Ashu faced a mas-
sive loss to the AAP’s Sanjeev Arora by over 10,000 votes.
After the loss, Warring said he was never “asked” by Ashu
to campaign for him; Ashu said, “If pardhaan saab ex-
pects an invite for everything, he should sit comfortably in
Chandigarh.”Taking the “entire responsibility” for the
Ludhiana bypoll defeat, Ashu resigned as Punjab’s state
working president.Ahead of the 2027 Punjab Assembly
polls, while the ruling AAP is going all out to win a second
term, the Congress again has two camps — Warring Vs
Channi. The party high command’s recent decision to re-
tain Warring as state president has irked Channi and his
supporters, who want him to be the CM face and the PPCC
president.Warring, however, has rejected reports of rifts
in the party. On Saturday, he addressed Channi as “his
elder brother” and “crown on Congress’s head”. Warring
has also clarified that he will support whoever is declared
the CM face by the party high command. “But Raja War-
ring is not in this (CM face) race. My only goal is to make
Congress win,” he said.

As Dalai Lama turns 91,
a call for compassion and
 renewed focus on Tibet

The Dalai Lama turned 91 on Monday, with celebra-
tions taking place across the world as the Tibetan spiri-
tual leader continues to recuperate in Leh, Ladakh, fol-
lowing knee replacement surgery he underwent last
month in New Delhi.

Marking the occasion, the Kashag—the executive
branch of the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA)—is-
sued a statement paying tribute to the 14th Dalai Lama’s
lifelong commitment to peace, compassion, non-violence,
and interfaith harmony. It extended greetings to Tibetans
inside and outside Tibet, as well as to Buddhist monastics
and supporters worldwide participating in the
celebrations.The Kashag said the Dalai Lama’s Four Prin-
cipal Commitments—promoting universal human values,
fostering harmony among religions, preserving Tibetan
religion, culture, and the fragile ecosystem of the Tibetan
Plateau, and reviving ancient Indian wisdom alongside
modern education—remain a guiding vision for address-
ing global challenges and building a more compassion-
ate world.

Reviewing the “Year of Compassion”, launched dur-
ing the Dalai Lama’s 90th birthday celebrations last year,
the CTA said the campaign had inspired exhibitions, con-
ferences, cultural festivals, educational programmes,
documentary screenings, book distributions, humanitar-
ian initiatives, environmental campaigns, and community
service activities across Tibetan settlements and among
supporters worldwide. It also welcomed the decision by
several cities, particularly in the United States, to proclaim
the Dalai Lama’s birthday as a “Day of Compassion”.The
Kashag said the values championed by the Tibetan leader
have become increasingly relevant amid growing armed
conflicts, humanitarian crises, and environmental chal-
lenges, urging individuals and governments alike to em-
brace compassion, ethical conduct, and dialogue as en-
during principles rather than temporary campaigns.The
statement also expressed concern over China’s recently
implemented Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and
Progress, alleging that it seeks to assimilate non-Chinese
nationalities by weakening their distinct languages, cul-
tures, religions, and identities. The Kashag argued that
the legislation has implications beyond China’s borders
and called on the international community to closely ex-
amine its impact on human rights and cultural diversity.

Referring to the self-immolation protest by Tibetan
activist Lobga Rangzen (Lobsang Palden) outside the
United Nations headquarters in New York on July 2, the
Kashag said the protest sought to draw international at-
tention to the new legislation and the situation in
Tibet.Calling for unity among Tibetans inside Tibet and in
exile, the Kashag said it was preparing a comprehensive
strategy to respond to the law while strengthening efforts
to preserve Tibet’s language, culture, religion, and na-
tional identity. It also urged the Chinese government to
suspend implementation of the legislation and pursue
dialogue based on mutual respect and the protection of
the rights of all nationalities.

Allies seek to expand their foot-
print, BJP chief tells them not to

make claim on specific seats

The seat-sharing negotiations within the BJP-led al-
liance for the next year’s Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh are going to be a challenging affair, with the
smaller parties seeking to contest more seats and the
BJP asking them not to make any specific claims on
seats.BJP national president Nitin Nabin, who concluded
his two-day visit to UP on Sunday, met the leaders of
alliance partners, including Apna Dal (Sonelal), Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD), Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),
and Nishad Party.

Sources said that in the meeting, Nabin asked the
alliance leaders to maintain coordination and “not make
claims on specific seats”.Asking alliance leaders to “work
together” to win seats lost by the BJP-led NDA in 2022,
Nabin told them that discussions on the distribution of
seats will be held in Delhi later, said sources.

Nabin’s suggestion to the alliance partners came
after RLD general secretary (Organisation) Trilok Tyagi
told the BJP that his party has expanded its organisational
base beyond its stronghold in west UP, and has held ral-
lies and public programmes in all the 18 divisions of the
state, with a focus on eastern and central UP.Sources
said that Tyagi told the BJP chief that RLD president and
Union Minister Jayant Chaudhary recently held “grand
public programmes” in Deoria, Basti, Varanasi, and
Sonbhadra, all in eastern parts of the state. Sources said
that the RLD leader also sought an opportunity for the
party to contest a few seats in eastern UP, suggesting that
whichever party appears to be strong in terms of social
equations

The seat-sharing negotiations within the BJP-led al-
liance for the next year’s Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh are going to be a challenging affair

Government launches new
DTC bus route: See which

areas it will connect

The Delhi government on Sunday introduced a new
Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) bus route connecting
Mori Gate ISBT with Kheri Baba Pul in west Delhi. Offi-
cials said that the aim is to improve public transport con-
nectivity for residents of Janakpuri, Vikas Puri, Uttam
Nagar, Hastsal and neighbouring areas.Route 753 Ext
has been launched on an experimental basis, officials
said. It has established a direct bus link between central
Delhi and several densely populated residential locali-
ties in west Delhi, while also improving access to the Mori
Gate interstate bus terminal.

According to the Transport department, the route
starts from Mori Gate Terminal and passes through
Kashmere Gate, Red Fort, Delhi Gate, Ajmeri Gate,
Paharganj, Rajendra Place, Shadipur, Naraina, Maya Puri,
Janakpuri, Uttam Nagar, Vikas Puri, Hastsal and Shiv
Vihar before ending at Kheri Baba Pul.Transport Minister
Pankaj Kumar Singh said the route is part of the
government’s effort to strengthen Delhi’s public transport
network and make commuting easier across the city.“The
newly introduced route will significantly improve accessi-
bility for residents of Janakpuri, Vikas Puri, Hastsal, Shiv
Vihar, Uttam Nagar, Hari Nagar and adjoining localities
by providing them with a direct and affordable public trans-
port connection to Central Delhi and Mori Gate,” Singh
said in a statement.Officials said the route has been de-
signed to cater to office-goers, students and daily com-
muters by connecting several residential areas with com-
mercial hubs, Metro stations and major transport inter-
changes. Besides passing through key arterial roads, it
links passengers to Kashmere Gate and Mori Gate ISBT,
one of the Capital’s busiest interstate bus terminals.The
Transport Department also said that the service is ex-
pected to particularly benefit travellers heading to east-
ern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar

Man stabbed to death in
Balapur; two suspects on the run

EMS  News Agency,  July 9Hyderabad: A 29-year-
old man was allegedly stabbed to death following a dis-
pute at Mariyam Colony in Balapur on Monday early
hours.The victim was identified as Fahad Bin Abdul
Rahman Balkhashar, who owned a vehicle washing ser-
vice centre. He is survived by his wife and a son.According
to police, Fahad was acquainted with the suspects identi-
fied as Salam Boum and Sayeed Boum, through a local
gym. The three had reportedly been involved in an un-
known dispute over the past few days.Officials said that
one of the suspects had allegedly gone to Fahad’s resi-
dence with a knife a day before the incident. However, the
situation was defused after the victim’s brother intervened.

 How healthy is India?
Key insights from NFHS-6

India is actively transitioning from being a young
country, as the percentage of the population aged 60
and above has increased from 11.8% to 12.9%. Kerala
has the highest elderly population at 20.7%. The phe-
nomenon in Kerala has been noted by demographers,
where it has been referred to as the “grey state” because
of its rapid transition. Kerala has seen a heavy out-mi-
gration of its youth, which has led to households where
elderly parents stay back.This has prompted the newly
elected government to announce the formation of a De-
partment for the Elderly to oversee the welfare of the
aged. While Kerala typically dominates the conversa-
tion on ageing, West Bengal has entered an advanced
demographic transition, recording the highest surge as
its elderly population jumped from 10.9% to 14.1%.

Alongside ageing, it is also important to note the
total fertility rate (TFR) to get the complete picture of the
demography of a place. A high TFR creates a wide base
of children, and can bring down the average age of the
population even when life expectancy increases.A TFR
of 2.1 is generally considered the replacement rate,
where a population can stabilise. The Indian TFR stayed
constant at 2 from 2019-21 to 2023-24. It has fallen or
stayed constant in almost all the States. Only
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Nagaland, Rajasthan, and Telangana saw
a mild increase in TFR. The highest TFR is recorded in
Bihar, although it has also seen a decline from 3 to 2.7.

India is seeing a falling TFR along with an increas-
ing elderly population. Unlike Western and East Asian
countries that aged after becoming high-income coun-
tries, India is experiencing the same while still at a lower-
middle-income level. India may not have sufficient infra-
structure to handle this demographic shift, as standard
primary health centres are not equipped for multi-mor-
bidity geriatric care, and most of the elderly population
relies on very low state welfare pensions for financial
support.

To examine the overall well-being of the popula-
tion, we explore the percentage of mothers who received
an antenatal check-up in the first trimester. The national
figures have increased from 70% in National Family
Health Survey (NFHS)-5 to 76.2% in NFHS-6. The high-
est increase happened in Goa from 70.3% to 92.1%, the
highest in the country, followed by Maharashtra. Kerala,
however, recorded a sharp decline in this number from
93.6% to 85.5%, followed by Odisha, which saw a fall by
6.3%. Bihar has a low number at 63.9%, although it has
increased from 52.9%.Similarly, we can also explore the
percentage of mothers who consumed iron and folic acid
for 100 days or more during pregnancy. While the na-
tional figures increased from 44.1% to 54.9%, the high-
est such increase was seen in Sikkim, followed by
Karnataka. Bihar has the lowest figure at 21.9%, while
Kerala has the highest at 92.6%.India is ageing while
still at a lower-middle income level, putting pressure on
inadequate health infrastructure and low state welfare
pensions, leaving the elderly increasingly vulnerableThe
national percentage of children under 5 years who are
underweight has fallen from 32.1% to 31.8%. The cases
of Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh are especially dis-
tressing because they have the highest in the country at
41.1% and 39.7%, respectively, and have also recorded
an increase in this number. While the number for Bihar
and Gujarat is also quite high at 35.7% and 35.5%, these
States have seen a decline. Although Jharkhand is min-
eral-rich, its population experiences high rates of multi-
dimensional poverty.A report mentions that household
food security is often limited to basic calorie intake rather
than nutritional diversity.
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‘I would think twice about bowling to
Sooryavanshi’: Chandu Borde urges
selectors to fast-track teen sensation

 Chandu Borde, 91, is a former Indian cricketer who
played for the national team during the 1950s and 1960s.
As an all-rounder, he scored 3,061 runs and took 52 wick-
ets in Test cricket. His first-class numbers read 12,805
runs and 383 wickets. Later, he served as the chief selec-
tor and manager of the Indian cricket team during various
series. In a rare, candid conversation, he reflects on his
storied cricket career and the game’s evolution.Anuradha
Mascarenhas: Cricket today has multiple formats, such
as Tests, one-dayers, and T20s. What are your thoughts
on these formats? Also, did you ever imagine you would
captain India, and how did you experience the stardom
that came with it?Chandu Borde: Cricket has changed
tremendously over the years. The popularity of formats
like T20 and the IPL has transformed the game, making it
more entertaining for spectators. One-day and T20 cricket
are fast-paced, and all this is here to stay. Players today
have many opportunities to showcase their talent, but
they must continually adapt to the game’s ever-changing
demands.

The competition is intense, and the media’s role has
also grown enormously, creating significant hype and
attention around cricket. Captaining India was a special
achievement, and the level of stardom associated with
cricket has always been remarkable. While players in
our time also enjoyed tremendous recognition and sup-
port from fans, the game has evolved significantly. The
growth of leagues like the IPL, extensive media cover-
age, and increased commercialisation have amplified
cricket’s reach.Today’s players enjoy greater visibility and
opportunities, but there is probably more tension too in
this kind of format, amongst bowlers, batsmen, and field-
ers, not to drop too many catches. But then also look at
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. He got out in the 90s three times
— 97, 96, 93. No pressure. He just played the same way.
During our time in the 90s, we were very cautious. We
used to take one run at a time.

Sandeep Dwivedi: You’ve seen all the greats —
Sunil Gavaskar, Lala Amarnath, and you went on the first
tour with Sachin Tendulkar. Now you’re talking about
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. We’ve seen this guy hitting, but
hardly any front-foot play. Mostly swinging the bat like a
golfer. There’s a massive change in technique, isn’t
it?Chandu Borde: Well, Vaibhav’s technique is fantastic,
I’ll tell you. It is more of reflexes. Otherwise, if you see, he
doesn’t hit with a cross bat. He hits with a straight bat.
That old technique is there. His reflexes are so fantastic,
it’s unbelievable.Therefore, I think that he connects the
ball before the ball reaches. I think he’s one of those
players who’s gifted with this kind of reflexes. This he
must have developed from early on, since home prac-
tice. After that, it’s only the timing and the reflexes. But
he’s not playing with a cross bat.And this guy, it seems, if
he gets this sort of match practice in Test cricket or nets,
he will accommodate that kind of cross-batting shots and
other things.

Because at the age of 16, I saw Sachin Tendulkar.
He was with me in Pakistan. I was the manager, and he
was one of the players. And he also developed his tech-
nique at the nets. And in the Sialkot Test, the groundsman
had come to me and said- Sir, take this kid out now, we
want to make a wicket. Same thing I find in this young
boy, Vaibhav.Sandeep Dwivedi: At a very young age,
technique can be fine, but temperament and the mind
will be very important — how he handles the fame. The
way Sachin handled it is amazing, right?

Chandu Borde: One thing is that Sachin had very
good advisors and played in Bombay with these big crick-
eters; their thinking and everything, he was sort of always
with them. So he could pick up that very fast. But this boy,
he didn’t have anything, still, he manages this kind of
technique; his reflexes are so good, very good.Sandeep
Dwivedi: What is your memory of Sachin against Abdul
Qadir — the kind of hitting which he did? That whole
courage to step out and hit such legendary bowlers — do
you see the same courage in Vaibhav also?

Chandu Borde: One thing I can tell about the re-
flexes — Sachin’s reflexes and his reflexes are slightly
different, because this boy, on the front foot, the way he
hits the sixers, that is something mind-boggling, really.
And Sachin used to pick up the short-pitched ball or de-
cide how to lift it. But this guy is right from the beginning,
naturally — the moment the ball lands, his reflexes are
there. I mean, at the first ball he hit this Bumrah for a sixer,
I was just looking at the TV, and I was shocked, my mouth
was open.

Sunanda Mehta: You had a long career. Have you
seen a batting like Vaibhav’s?

Chandu Borde: Only once did I see a gentleman
who came round the wicket and played the shot, and that
was his own technique. And that was Mushtaq Ali. When
the bowler took a start, Mushtaq Ali also used to do that.
He could go down the wicket and play. That was his own
style.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi broke the record for young-
est Orange Cap winner by some margin. (AP photo)
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi broke the record for youngest
Orange Cap winner by some margin. (AP photo)

Manoj More: In case you were bowling to
Sooryavanshi, what would you have done to control him?

Chandu Borde: I would think twice about whether to
bowl to Sooryavanshi or not.Manoj More: So, do you think
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi should be brought straight away
into Test cricket or should we wait for another year so that
he plays the Ranji Trophy?Chandu Borde: That’s a de-
batable point. But if you ask me, Sooryavanshi should be
tried straight away in Test cricket, not waited on. He looks

more mature than the other batsmen to me.
Manoj More: Kapil Dev played more than 100 Tests.

In only one Test in December 1984, he was dropped,
and that time you were the chairman of the national se-
lection committee. Kapil was dropped, apparently, be-
cause of one bad shot. Do you regret?

Chandu Borde: I know it was coming. That was the
unfortunate incident I faced. That was the only one. Oth-
erwise, my entire career as a cricketer has been abso-
lutely non-controversial. But that particular incident was
controversial. That time, yes, I was unhappy. I was not
very pleased with that decision, but we had to make the
decision, you know, all the other people were
there.Chandu Borde: Yes, with Polly Umrigar. It was a
huge high, because at that time, these kinds of scores
were not very common. 177 — that time.

But let me tell you: playing against Pakistan meant
pressure. But we managed. This was in Madras- now
Chennai.And let me tell you, before that, in Bombay, Hanif
Mohammed scored 160 against us, in the first Test match
at Brabourne Stadium. And at that time, I, S Johar, the
actor, announced in the press that whoever gets the maxi-
mum draw, he would gift Rs 10,000; at that time, just
imagine. Because we used to get Rs 250 per Test match.
And I got 177, so I was waiting for that money. I am still
waiting!

Ajay Jadhav: Talking about your experiences play-
ing matches with Pakistan. What kind of relations did you
have with the Pakistan players? India has not played a
Test match with Pakistan for a long time, so how do you
look at it?

Chandu Borde: See, when we went to Pakistan and
Sachin was also in that team, before that, our relation
with Pakistan was a bit strained, you know, there was
some issue politically. Therefore, there was a lot of secu-
rity for us — good security. But they looked after us very
nicely. That time, there was outside tension. But once
you go on the field, you forget everything.The entire tour
went off peacefully. In fact, we drew the series on that
Pakistan series. It was a tough series because they had
great bowlers like Wakar, Imran and some great players,
absolutely.

But I’ll tell you an incident in Karachi -I remember
Azharuddin taking a very good catch of Javed. Now Javed
is a very popular guy in Karachi. Azharuddin was at the
boundary after that, and the crowd booed him, and some-
body hit him with some metal sort of thing. That was an
unfortunate incident.

Ajay Jadhav: Do you think India and Pakistan should
resume playing cricket with each other?

Chandu Borde: That is up to the government. It would
be good for cricket, but it’s a BCCI decision and a policy
decision.Sushant Kulkarni: You played cricket in an era
when the game depended almost entirely on players’
skill, instincts and on-field decision-making. Today’s
cricket, however, is heavily influenced by technology —
from DRS and ball-tracking to data analytics. How do you
compare these two eras?

Chandu Borde: Sometimes I also wonder how the
game has changed. In our era, we had to rely on our
instincts. Today’s players cannot just analyse their own
game but also their opponents’ games. They can analyse
each shot played and each ball bowled, and go back to
every decision made.Soham Shah: You mentioned that
Sharad Pawar, who was then heading the BCCI, called
you in 2007 to become the team manager.

Chandu Borde: That was 2007. So, there was a call
from Ratnakar Shetty in Delhi. He was the secretary (of
the BCCI) at that time. And then he asked, ‘Have you got
a passport?’ I said, ‘Yes, I have got a passport’.

Then he said, “You’ll get a call shortly.” As I was
about to have my lunch, I got a call. “Chandu, you are
going as a manager of the Indian team to England.” And
that was Mr Sharad Pawar, who was the board president,
and their meeting was taking place in Delhi at that time. I
was totally taken aback. But that was quite a pleasant
surprise to me.In 2007, we beat England in England. At
that time, we had not beaten England in England. That
was the first time we had beaten them — and the last time
too, till now. The 2007 series was a great victory for us —
almost like a World Cup victory, I would say.Another in-
teresting memory is of Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi. We were
in Australia to play against them, and in the evening, I
think this was at Brisbane or Melbourne, there was a
winning get-together. During that time, Pat told me that –
‘when all these press people come for an interview or to
ask some questions, just ask me when I’m going back to
India’. I said, “Why?” You just ask, he replied. So the party
was going on, you know, the snacks and drinks were
served and some reporters were there. Pat just winked at
me. So I went there.

I said, ‘Yes, Pat, when are you going back to India?’
He said, ‘Tomorrow’. The press was surprised — why is
he going back to India so soon? He added then – ‘Oh, my
wife’s birthday is there and I will come back after that’, so
the press carried – that pat was flying all the way back for
his wife’s birthday. So that’s what happens in cricketers’
lives.

Soham Shah: Kapil Dev recently said in an inter-
view that, in a Test match in Mumbai, you were the man-
ager and India won. You told Kapil Dev that you were
going back to your house in Pune. And Kapil Dev met
you again after some time and asked, ‘Chanduji, why are
you still here?’ So you told him that the board secretary
was sleeping, and that after he woke up, he would give
you the daily allowance.Chandu Borde: Yes, this was in
Mumbai. We had to stand in line for the money after the
match, and this Board secretary from the army, I think he
was given that job, to look after the officials and their
money matters. At that time, you had to wait for the daily
allowance to even go back. Kapil Dev and others — they
saw us waiting. Kapil was furious and put a stop to this
practice. He has really fought for other cricketers and for
us also. He is a gentleman.

Anuradha Mascarenhas: You are a super-ager and
remain remarkably active. How do you stay fit?

Chandu Borde: What helps me most is maintaining
a routine. Every evening, I go to the Poona club and spend
some time walking. I usually get there around 5.30 pm,
take a good look around the grounds, and then sit with
my friends at the club for half an hour or so.

Social interaction is just as important as physical
activity. Apart from that, I keep myself engaged with ev-
eryday responsibilities. Sometimes I have to visit the bank,
run personal errands, go to the shops, or attend to family
matters.

Express Town Hall: Legendary former crick-
eter and selector Chandu Borde says why India
should not wait a single year to hand teenage
prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi his Test debut, com-
paring his reflexes to a young Sachin Tendulkar.

US renames ‘Indo-Pacific Command’ to
‘US Pacific Command’ title in major move

Washington: The US has restored the name of the
US Indo-Pacific Command to the US Pacific Command,
reversing an eight-year-old decision.The US Department
of Defence announced the decision on Tuesday, stating
that the designation honours the Command’s deep his-
torical roots, established in 1947 by then-President Harry
Truman.

The US Pacific Command extends from the US West
Coast to India’s western border.“Originally established
on January 1, 1947, by President Harry S. Truman, the
command operated under the USPACOM banner for over

70 years, standing as the oldest and largest of the United
States’ unified combatant commands,” the Department
of Defence said in a statement.The US Pacific Command
was renamed as the US Indo-Pacific Command in 2018
during US President Donald Trump’s first term in office.

“Restoring the legacy USPACOM designation
honours the command’s deep historical roots, fostering a
sense of pride and collective spirit among all who serve
in the Pacific,” the Department of Defence said.“From its
critical role in establishing the post-WWII regional secu-
rity architecture to its coordination of joint forces during
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and countless humani-
tarian operations, the USPACOM namesake carries de-
cades of military heritage and enduring regional partner-
ships,” it said.USPACOM’s vast area of responsibility —
spanning from the waters off the West Coast of the United
States to the western border of India  — remains the same,
the statement said.The command’s fundamental mission
and its unwavering commitment to maintaining a free and
open theatre alongside regional allies and partners are
unchanged, the Department of Defence said.In 2018,
then-Defence Secretary James Mattis had said that the
name was changed to Indo-Pacific Command in recog-
nition of the increasing connectivity between the Indian
and Pacific oceans.The command stretches “from
Bollywood to Hollywood, and from penguins to polar
bears,” and plays an important part in America’s National
Defence Strategy, Mattis had said in 2018.

Iran deal includes $300 billion fund, more than
half of which already committed, source says

DUBAI,  A $300 billion private fund designed to trig-
ger investment into Iran is outlined in the U.S.-Iran frame-
work agreement ?and more than half that sum has al-
ready been committed, a source with direct knowledge of
the deal told Reuters.The fund is designed to give both
sides an economic ?incentive to conclude a final deal to
end the war, said the source, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because the plan has not yet been announced
as Washington and Tehran prepare to sign on Friday.Get
a look at the day ahead in U.S. and global markets with
the Morning Bid U.S. newsletter. Sign up here.

The fund's existence has been previously reported
but Reuters is revealing for the first time that more than
half of the amount has already been committed and that
it will be comprised entirely of private-sector funds.U.S.
and Iranian officials said on Sunday they had agreed on
a ?framework to end their war, which began when U.S.
and Israeli forces attacked Iran on February 28, halt the
U.S. blockade of Iran and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, a
key ?supply route for global oil and gas.The new fund is
a private investment vehicle, not a reconstruction or repa-
rations programme and will not include any government
?money or grants, the source said, adding that compa-
nies based in the U.S., the Gulf Arab states, Asia, South
America and Africa have agreed to commit
financing.Investments pledged span energy, logistics,
manufacturing and transport, the ?source said.

U.S. President Donald Trump pushed back on
Wednesday against any characterisation of the fund as a
U.S. investment. "We're not investing, we're not putting
up 10 cents," he said, adding that he was not asking
?Gulf countries to invest either."I would say they won't be
doing it for a while until they find out the behaviour. It's a
behaviour thing, but we are not investing,” he said on the
sidelines of the G7 Summit in France.A White House
spokeswoman had earlier pointed to a CBS interview
with Vice President JD Vance in which he said Iran could
gain access to a $300 billion reconstruction fund backed
by Gulf states if it complies with the agreement.

A senior Iranian ?source told Reuters that Tehran
had originally sought $400 billion as compensation for
war damages from the U.S. but Washington had said it
would not provide it.The idea for the fund, which is to be
?named the Reconstruction and Development Fund, then

emerged.
The mechanism envisages regional countries con-

tributing in various ways, the Iranian source said. These
include securing loans, establishing credit lines or di-
rectly financing the reconstruction of sites damaged in
the war, including ?facilities such ?as the Mobarakeh
Steel complex, refineries, airports and, more broadly, in-
frastructure affected by the conflict.Iran, one of the Middle
East's largest economies, has attracted almost no signifi-
cant foreign direct investment in the past four decades,
frozen out of global capital markets by successive waves
of U.S. and international sanctions.The country has the
world's second-largest proven natural gas reserves and
the fourth-largest proven oil reserves.It also has a young,
educated population of more than 92 million people, a
diversified industrial base and significant untapped po-
tential in sectors ranging from petrochemicals and min-
ing to tourism and agriculture.The investment fund is en-
tirely separate from a parallel negotiating track over the
lifting ?of U.S. sanctions and the release of Iranian ?sov-
ereign assets frozen abroad, the source with knowledge
?of the deal said, describing the two as distinct financial
mechanisms with different purposes and timelines.

The fund will not be created or become operational
until a final and satisfactory deal is concluded. The memo-
randum of understanding, once signed, is intended to
structure the process over the next 60 days."It'll only be
created once ?the final deal is signed," the source said.
"During these 60 days the fund administrators will work
with Iranians and investors to plan and scope
?projects."Iran's foreign ministry and Pakistan's foreign
?ministry, which helped mediate the investment fund deal,
did not immediately respond to requests for comment.In
Monday's CBS interview, Vance said Iran could gain ac-
cess to a $300 billion reconstruction fund backed by Gulf
states if it complies with an agreement with Washington,
including dismantling its nuclear programme, eliminat-
ing its stockpile of enriched material, and accepting a
stringent inspection and enforcement regime.The source
would not say how the fund will be administered or by
whom, ?noting that key ?details were still to be worked
out.

The source named companies from South Korea,
Japan, Singapore, Malaysia and the U.S. among those
?that had made commitments, but declined to provide a
comprehensive list.The 60-day memorandum is a frame-
work, not a final agreement, and U.S. and Iranian nego-
tiators are expected to work across multiple tracks during
that period covering nuclear, sanctions and regional se-
curity issues.Reporting by ?Andrew Mills, Maha El Dahan
and Parisa Hafezi. Additional reporting by Steve Holland
in Evian-Les-Bains, France; Gram Slattery in Washing-
ton and Saad Sayeed in Karachi. Editing by Jon Boyle,
Alexander Smith, Raju Gopalakrishnan and Mark
PotterMaha has been working as a Reuters journalist for
over 15 years covering stories across the Middle East
from Egypt, the Gulf, Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and
Jordan. She is currently Gulf Bureau Chief based in Dubai
and continues to cover energy and OPEC policy. In her
previous roles, Maha has overseen Lebanon

Trump on Iran deal: 'If I don't
like it, we'll go back to shooting'

EVIAN-LES-BAINS, France/DUBAI, June 17
(Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump said ?on
Wednesday that the ceasefire agreement reached this
week with Iran was not final, and that he could resume a
bombing campaign if he did ?not like it."It's a memoran-
dum of understanding. And if I don't like it, we'll go back to
shooting at them, dropping bombs on their head," Trump
said at a G7 summit in France.The Reuters Iran Briefing
newsletter keeps you informed with the latest develop-
ments and analysis of the Iran war. Sign up here."If I don't
like it, if they don't behave, we'll go right back to dropping
bombs right smack in the middle of their head, OK?"

Leaders of the G7 countries demanded a ceasefire
in Lebanon on Wednesday and said they ?will diversify
energy supply routes to reduce dependence on the Strait
of Hormuz in response to the war in Iran, as they wel-
comed the interim deal to end ?it.The leaders met for a
summit in the French town of Evian-les-Bains, an hour's
drive along the shore of Lake Geneva from where ?the
memorandum is due to be signed at a ceremony across
the Swiss border on Friday.The U.S.-Iran agreement is
expected to launch negotiations towards a final settle-
ment to end the ?war, which has killed more than 7,000
people, mostly in Iran and Lebanon."We underline the
need for the negotiation ... to address the threats posed
by Iran in the ?region and beyond and ensure that they
never obtain a nuclear weapon," the leaders said in a

statement.The summit gave Trump a chance to present
his deal with Iran to allies Britain, Canada, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Japan.They share Washington's concerns
about Iran's nuclear programme and other issues, but
never endorsed his decision to go to war, and worry
Tehran has gained leverage by withstanding the super-
power onslaught and asserting control ?over the strait.The
leaders said they were ready to contribute to the imple-
mentation of the accord, with a coalition led by Britain
and France set to help secure shipping once ?the Strait
of Hormuz reopens.The memorandum of understanding
signed by Washington and Tehran this week, though yet
to be made public, extends a ceasefire announced in
April by another 60 days to allow them to ?negotiate a
?permanent truce.Trump appears to have achieved little
of what he said he wanted at the outset of the war. Iran's
theocratic government remains in place, its stockpile of
highly enriched uranium has not been surrendered, its
ballistic missile capabilities have not been destroyed and
it has not ended its support for anti-Israel militias like
Hezbollah in Lebanon.Trump says the agreement states
that Iran will not have a nuclear weapon - a restatement
of Iran's official position since the 1970s. U.S. officials
say further discussions will lead to the removal or de-
struction of its enriched ?uranium stockpile.But ending
the war on such terms ?could still expose Trump to criti-
cism, including from ?hawks within his own Republican
party, ahead of midterm elections in November.
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Indian immigrants in the U.S.:
Shackled in the land of the free

Why Social Emotional Learning is
crucial in a technology driven world

Nearly a week before their children’s school broke
for winter vacations, Omi Devi and Paramjeet Singh be-
gan packing. There was a lot for them to sort out before
they made their big move to the United States. Their farm
had to be taken care of — Omi’s brother Rajesh Kumar
had promised that he would see to it. Their house in
Kurukshetra, Haryana, had to be emptied, since no one
was going to be staying there for a while.“The farm was
enough for our two families. The children were in a pri-
vate school. But Omi and Paramjeet felt that a little more
money would help them,” says Rajesh. “Their oldest
daughter, 20, is already in California on a student visa.
Obviously, it would be an added bonus for them if one
more child found a future there.”

On December 21, 2024, the family of four flew out of
the Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi with two
large suitcases and four backpacks. Their first stop was
Paris and their final destination was California on the
western coast of the U.S. For the move, Omi and
Paramjeet had borrowed ?1.25 crore from family
members.However, it was only on January 23, 2025, that
Omi and Paramjeet and their children stepped into Cali-
fornia, not past immigration, but through a hole cut into
the border wall between Mexico and the U.S. near
Tijuana. Within hours, they were in shackles and within
days, they were on a military plane back to India.The four
of them were among the 104 Indians, including 19 women
and 13 minors, who were deported by the U.S. after they
were caught entering the country illegally. Their journey
back to Amritsar, Punjab, took 40 hours. Multiple deportees
who spoke to The Hindu since they landed on February 5
say their wrists and ankles were shackled throughout the
journey. The children, too, were restrained.In the early
hours of February 6, more than 12 hours after they landed
in Amritsar, the family returned to Kurukshetra, escorted
by the police. They did not move into their house. In-
stead, Rajesh rented a place for them for the time being
in Kurukshetra. Omi and the children were running a
fever.Before they had left, Omi’s children had told their
closest friends in middle school that the family was mov-
ing. Their friends had come to the airport to say goodbye.
“I never thought that the children would be this heartbro-
ken,” says Rajesh. “They are nervous about going back
to school.”But Rajesh is tenacious. “A dream has been
shattered but this is not the end for us,” he says.

Omi and Paramjeet’s family are among the hundreds
of thousands of Indians who undertake treacherous jour-
neys, popularly called “donkey routes” in Haryana and
Punjab, to make it to the U.S. To reach their destination,
they often cross rivers in rickety boats, climb mountains,
and trudge across deserts and forests. Many of them die
on the way. Most of them have agents who connect the
migrants with ‘donkers’, or people smugglers. ‘Donkers’
in the transit country help them enter their final destina-
tion illegally.According to estimates from the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security, the share of the
“unauthorised Indian migrant population” has been in-
creasing steadily from 1990 onwards. It peaked at 5.6
lakh in 2016 before sharply declining to 2.2 lakh in the
2022 estimates. However, in 2023, data from the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection Nationwide Encounters
shows that the number of Indians apprehended by bor-
der patrol forces had increased to 43,000 from around
18,000 the previous year. In 2024, this number came
down slightly to 40,000.While illegal immigration has
been a point of political concern and a matter of public
debate in the U.S. for many decades, it is more pro-
nounced now. During the U.S. presidential election cam-
paign last year, Donald Trump’s tough-on-immigration
policies resonated with voters. He was sworn in on Janu-
ary 20, 2025. It was around this time that most of the
Indians in the first batch of deportees say they had crossed
the south-western border of the U.S. on foot.

The moment Omi and her family landed in Paris,
they found that one of their suitcases was missing. There
was no time to recover it before moving on to Italy, their
next leg. From Italy, their agent had promised to put them
on a small aircraft with 15-20 others to the U.S. with a
stopover in Costa Rica. “But the flight did not get clear-
ance to land in Costa Rica and landed in El Salvador
instead,” Rajesh says, adding that they lost their second
suitcase there. Omi and her family were informed that
from El Salvador, they were on their own to the Tijuana
border.Robin Handa, 18, is another of the deportees.
Robin says his father, a electrician, took a loan of ?30
lakh to send him to the U.S. after Robin completed a
course in Computer Science from the Industrial Training
Institute in Ambala, Haryana. “My father put together his
savings of over ?15 lakh after selling land and took a
loan of ?30 lakh to pay an agent who had promised to
send me to the U.S. via the U.K.,” he says.Robin says he
made the “expensive” journey to the U.S. only after he
realised that there were neither any jobs for him in his
home town, nor any prospects of making a decent living.

Robin’s agent instructed him to board a flight to
Guyana from Mumbai on July 24, 2024. “Then, unlike
what he had promised, I was taken to Brazil. First, I trav-
elled some distance by foot along with 30 others, includ-
ing Indians, Nepalis, and Bangladeshis. Then we crossed
seas on small boats and waded through rivers. Then we
traversed the Amazon jungles to reach Peru, Ecuador,
and finally Colombia. From there, I went to the U.S.-
Mexico border. I was arrested from there on January 22,”
he says.While his agent had promised Robin that he
would reach his destination in a month through the “don-
key route”, Robin says it took him nearly six months. He
spent many of these months without proper food. “Any-
one who fell sick would be left behind to fend for them-
selves,” he recalls.Jaspal Singh entered California
through the Tijuana border crossing on January 22. He is
seen here at his home in Fatehgarh Churian town in
Gurdaspur district, Punjab.

Jaspal Singh, 36, from Punjab’s border district of
Gurdaspur, entered California through the Tijuana bor-
der crossing on January 22, a day before Omi and her
family crossed over with their children. But his journey

began more than two years ago. “I had arranged for the
?40 lakh that my agent had asked for, and left Delhi in
February 2022. I flew to London on a tourist visa. The
agent said I would have to wait there until he could get the
paperwork done to get me into the U.S. I kept waiting. I
found a dormitory and spent two years doing construction
work,” he says.Jaspal says he was even able to send
money home: “You know how much daily labour charges
are here 500 a day. Do you know how much I made there?
At least £70 (around 7,600).”Meanwhile, Jaspal would
call his agent every day to check on the progress of his
U.S. paperwork. “I have my heavy vehicle drivers’ licence.
I have studied only till Class 10. I just wanted to go to the
U.S. and drive trucks. What’s wrong in wanting to seek a
better life,” he asks.After two years in London, Jaspal went
to Barcelona, where he believed his agent was staying. “I
kept speaking to him on the phone, but he would not meet
me. A few days later, he finally put me on a flight to Brazil,
saying the people there would sort out my paperwork.”After
running from pillar to post in Brazil, Jaspal was told that
he would have to make his way to the Mexico-U.S. border
by road from Brazil. “There were about a dozen people
with me. We travelled by bus, taxi, and walked for days on
end. We walked a lot in Panama,” he recalls.Within hours
of reaching California, Jaspal was arrested by uniformed
officers, shoved into a bus, and sent to a camp in San
Diego. “They took all our belongings except for the clothes
on our backs. During the day, we ate biscuits, fruit, and
chips. At night we would get bread,” he says.

After 10 days in the camp, Omi’s family, Jaspal, and
other Indian deportees were shackled and put on a bus to
the air strip. There, they boarded a military aircraft.
“Throughout the journey, there were perhaps two in-
stances when our handcuffs were removed,” recalls
Omi.Jaspal says everyone near him on the flight was cry-
ing. No one knew where exactly they were going. “About
6-7 hours into the flight, I asked the security personnel
where we were headed. He said, ‘India’. I asked where in
India. He said, ‘I don’t know,’” he says.Robin is upset. “I
did all this only to be chained like an animal and brought
back to the country,” he says. He is also angry with the
way the deportees were treated. “The women and chil-
dren were also handcuffed and their legs tied with ropes,”
he says.According to the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, a global policy forum that
promotes policies to improve the economic and social
well-being of people around the world, the number of asy-
lum requests in the U.S. from Indian nationals rose from
about 6,000 in 2020 to 51,000 in 2023. According to data
cited in a 2025 Johns Hopkins University School of Ad-
vanced International Studies paper, 66% of asylum cases
involving Indian nationals between 2001 and 2022 had
been filed by Punjabi speakers. Of the 104 Indians de-
ported by the U.S. last week, the highest number (33) was
from Gujarat, 29 were from Punjab, and 33 from
Haryana.Within hours of being sworn in, Trump banned
the Customs and Border Protection One mobile app that
had been used to allow migrants to schedule appoint-
ments at eight southwest border ports of entry, requesting
asylum.For Indians taking the ‘donkey route’, download-
ing an app was never their first priority. They say their
priority was to reset their phones to factory settings, de-
stroy their SIM cards and, if possible, dispose of the phone.
“The moment Omi’s family crossed into the U.S. on Janu-
ary 23, I was cut off from them,” says Rajesh.Jaspal says
the agents had made it clear to them that their phones
should not help people figure out their identities.‘Dreams
are dreams’

The moment the deportees landed in Amritsar, they
were fed “properly,” remembers Jaspal. The deportees
were told at immigration to jot down whatever details they
remembered of their respective agents. “It is impossible
to remember their phone numbers. Also, it is not as if we
have very good relationships with the agents,” he says.The
police have launched extensive operations to try and iden-
tify these agents and prosecute them. Both the Haryana
and Punjab police have registered cases against travel
agents who allegedly “duped” the deportees who landed
in Amritsar last week.When we were being escorted back,
I remember the Punjab police telling us that they would
help us to the extent possible,” says Jaspal.Rajesh says
he is not surprised that the police have been willing to
help identify these agents and recover money. “I know
cops’ children who have taken the illegal route. They also
want to find out who these agents are,” he says.

Jaspal has had enough for the time being. “I have
lost everything. I can’t bring myself to think about retrying
the trip,” he says.However, Rajesh refuses to give up.
“We were raised in the village. We don’t stop just because
we failed once. The dream is alive,” he says.Rajesh says
he speaks not just for his family, but for most of his village.
“It is not like our granaries are running empty,” he ex-
plains. “Even if we don’t do any work here in the village,
we will survive; we have enough food. But is this enough?
There are no jobs for us here and dreams are
dreams.”Rajesh says they see neighbours sending chil-
dren abroad and showing off their money in the form of
new cars.

The world today has greater connectivity and faster
exchange of information. Further, Artificial Intelligence (AI)
has created a new paradigm for human existence. How-
ever, the focus on greater technical expertise can limit
human touch and sensitivity. It can create robotic indi-
viduals bereft of human emotions or connections. This
makes social-emotional learning (SEL) crucial, as it fo-
cuses on developing life skills such as emotional intelli-
gence, empathy, self-awareness, and responsible deci-
sion-making and helps students manage stress, develop
resilience, and lead balanced lives.Research has shown
that SEL improves social-emotional behaviour and aca-
demic performance, and extends the perimeters of edu-
cation to include the human element in a technologically
charged world. It helps manage emotions, develop rela-
tionships, set and achieve goals, and make responsible
decisions. It involves recognising and respecting each
learner’s unique attributes and tailoring the teaching ac-
cording to these attributes.SEL involves understanding
personal strengths and identifies areas of improvement
to build confidence and self-efficacy. The next aspect is
effective self-regulation of one’s emotions, thoughts,

behaviours, and actions. This helps manage stress and
control one’s impulses.

Learning is not isolated to the personal level. Stu-
dents become socially aware and learn to understand
and empathise with others and are tuned to recognising
and respecting social norms and cultural diversities. They
learn to respect other perspectives, give space for oth-
ers’ views and advocate for human rights. SEL teaches
students to develop and maintain healthy
relationships.Communication and conflict resolution skills
are nurtured through a spirit of cooperation and collabo-
ration and desire to achieve shared goals. The approach
enables the person to be a decisive and responsible in-
dividual who considers consequences of actions to all
and evaluates situations to solve problems effectively.
There is holistic integration that balances short- and long-
term goals.Educational institutions can integrate the ele-
ments of SEL in the curriculum, and extracurricular activi-
ties, thus creating a supportive environment for student.
This leads to better all-round performance by providing
emotional congruence, better communication and team-
work skills and problem-solving abilities. Learners be-
come more engaged in communities and learn to use
their strengths for social upliftment.The most appropriate
method to implement SEL in schools is by incorporating
its principles into the curriculum of each subject. This
could include group activities that foster teamwork and
communication or discussions about emotional topics en-
couraging students to reflect. Educators should imple-
ment blended content effectively and efficiently. Further,
the support of parents and the community is necessary
for successful implementation through PTA. Community
members can create support groups that are involved in
the skill-building process.SEL is the key to retaining hu-
manness in a changing technologically enhanced me-
chanical environment and improves the student’s ability
to face technological advances and prepare for a more
sophisticated future with sensitivity

‘People should stop putting movies into different
boxes’: Director Tanushree Das as Shadowbox

premieres at the Berlin Film Festival
With its selection for the ‘Perspectives’ section of the

ongoing Berlin International Film Festival, Shadowbox
(Baksho Bondi) joins the list of recent women-led Indian
narratives to win accolades internationally. It traces the
life of Maya (essayed by Tillotama Shome) with its focus
firmly on her quiet strength. When her husband, a retired
soldier suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), goes missing under suspicious circumstances,
she and her teenage son are forced to go to extremes to
keep their family together. Set in a Kolkata suburb, the
Bengali film is the debut feature of Tanushree Das and
Saumyananda Sahi, who share directing and writing cred-
its, apart from being life partners.In this conversation,
Tanushree, Saumyananda and Tillotama talk about the
intense and detailed preparation for the film, their cre-
atively fulfilling collaboration and how Shadowbox marks
a cinematic triumph of collective storytelling with 17 pro-
ducers coming on board.

How did the three of you come together?
Tanushree Das: We met at the Film and Television

Institute of India, Pune, (Tanushree studied editing and
Saumyananda, cinematography). He was my junior and
he approached me to look at a film he was trying to make.
After I gave my feedback, he thanked me and asked me
to join him for a drink. That’s how our association began.
We have been discussing this film idea since then — for
about 14 years.Saumyananda Sahi: We started writing
in 2018. We wrote the film with Tillotama in mind. Our first
meeting with her turned into a five-hour-long conversa-
tion. The film became an excuse for our
friendship.Tillotama, you are not new to essaying author-
backed roles. Did knowing the writers-directors so well
and being part of their process aid your performance?

Tillotama Shome: They were generous with sharing
various drafts of the film. Sometimes I wondered which
was the real draft. In retrospect, I think what a gift it was. I
realised how transformative it is when an actor is allowed
to read drafts. All the scenes that didn’t exist on the pages
anymore in the final draft had become active agents in
my memoryscape. We had five years to read many drafts
and to grow with it.Tanushree: The government gives
cycles to girls and this is seen as a symbol of empower-
ment. In Barrackpore, there are bicycle parks next to the
railway station. To me, they signify thousands of stories.
Many women use bicycles there since it is the cheapest
means of transport. In the film, Maya is seen doing mul-
tiple jobs and has to reach every point fast. The bicycle
becomes her companion.Saumyananda: Whenever

Tillotama has an antagonistic conversation, she uses the
bicycle as a shield. The image of a working woman riding
a bicycle was important to us right from the
beginning.Saumyananda: We both are inspired by the
work of (English writer-director) Mike Leigh, especially
the kind of improvisations he does with actors and asks
them to bring examples from others’ life to the rehearsals.
That slowly becomes part of the characters. We tried to
apply that to our scripting process. Tillotama brought so
much of her life, especially her experience as a caregiver,
to her character. So did Chandan Bisht (plays the role of
Sundar, Maya’s husband) who knew a relative who was
discharged from the army.Tillotama: They (the directors)
had done extensive homework over five years before we
started shooting. I went from the shoot of Paatal Lok Sea-
son 2 to the Baksho Bandi sets. They shared beautiful
images of certain women who bear imprints of Maya and
their stories with me. They thought of every detail — from
her watch to handkerchief. We did a workshop with
Anamika Haksar which was incredible. One of the ‘imagi-
nation exercises’ involved Maya and her bicycle. The bi-
cycle became so many things — sakhi, protector and
confidante.After a good year at international festivals in
2024, this year Indian movies are making waves
already.Tanushree: People should stop putting movies
into different boxes and give a chance to non-mainstream
movies.Tillotama: I would not have been able to continue
my journey without international film festivals because
they were the only homes (for the kind of films I did).

What Pankaj Tripathi had to say about India’s Got Latent
and Ranveer Allahbadia, language and self-censorship

Actor Pankaj Tripathi was the special guest at the
fifth edition of Indian Express’ series Expresso, held in
Mumbai. In an extensive conversation moderated by
SCREEN’s Entertainment and Lifestyle editor Jyoti
Sharma Bawa, and acclaimed author Amish Tripathi, the
National award-winner spoke about a variety of pertinent
topics peppered with his penchant for wit and humour.
From giving a glimpse into his childhood, and walking the
audience through his struggles as an actor, Pankaj
touched upon what it takes to be a successful actor in
today’s era, and how the idea of success continuously
evolves, and the importance of understanding the respon-
sibility that comes with the influential power bestowed on
the celebrities.Amish Tripathi: I have always felt that you
are one actor who is still connected to his roots. So tell us
something about your childhood

In north Bihar in Gopalganj district there is a small
river called Gandak and it has a tributary on whose banks
stands the village of Belsand. I was born there in a farm-
ing family. I was brought up in the village. I have always
studied in a government school. I think my studies over
my entire life would not have cost more than Rs 1 lakh —
from Class I to the National School of Drama. I had never
thought that there would be a day when people like you
would sit down to pay attention to a person like me

Amish Tripathi: We have heard that Bollywood has a

lot of gatekeepers. How could you enter through this wall
of gatekeeping?

I am like a breeze, I can permeate through anything.
How can you keep the breeze out of a gate? It finds its
own way. Though I have encountered many doors as
well! I came to Mumbai in 2004, when there was no
internet, there were no casting agencies. So we would
literally go door to door and meet the watchmen there.
They would keep a carton of sorts beside them and would
ask us to drop our photographs in them. They would say
that these pictures would be taken upstairs to the director
later and their assistants would sort it out. I don’t even
remember how many boxes I would have dropped my
photos into. I remember once a friend got a casting op-
portunity in one of the crime shows. The setup was of a
police station and in the station you have this notice board
with photographs of wanted criminals. My friend called
me to say that my photo was there on the Wanted board!
I was wondering how it got there but then I remembered
that I dropped my photograph there and since the Art
department always requires pictures of criminals, they
must have picked my photo and pasted it there.

Jyoti Sharma Bawa: You hail from a small village in
Bihar and today you are one of the prominent faces in the
country. Is this an exception or is it something which oth-
ers can replicate?

Of course, it can be replicated. If it has happened
once, then it can certainly happen again. It can be recre-
ated again.Jyoti Sharma Bawa: So now that you are nar-
rating stories, tell us how Pankaj Tiwari became Pankaj
Tripathi.Tripathi and Tiwari are the same. There was an
elderly person in my village, Prof Ram Naresh Tripathi.
My father was Pandit Banaras Tiwari and my uncle
Kanshiram Tripathi. Of the two Tripathis I knew, one be-
came a professor and another an officer in the Patna
Secretariat. So when I was filling my Class X admit card,
I thought all this had to do with a surname — those who
retained the Tiwari surname were still in villages and
engaged in farming and the two people who changed
their surname to Tripathi became big people. So I
changed my surname to Tripathi and also changed my
father’s name in his documents to Tripathi. I would be the
first-ever son who has changed the surname of his
father.Amish Tripathi: Bollywood is tough business. I have
family in Varanasi and in Gorakhpur and now they know
all Telugu and Kannada actors. In small towns (in North
India), people are watching dubbed Telugu and Kannada
movies. They are successful while Bollywood movies are
not very successful. Is it because we are getting distant
from our roots? Are they being made only for Bandra and
Juhu and not for people of Gorakhpur?Yes, I think so. If
the story is not rooted, people will fail to connect to it. In
the ’90s and even before, cinema used to be magic.
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Iran called him a traitor. He’s
refereeing their World Cup

Somewhere in Qom, south of Tehran, there is a
poster of Alireza Faghani standing with Donald Trump
and Gianni Infantino, all three of them giving a thumbs-
up after last year’s Club World Cup final. In the original
photograph, Faghani is wearing a medal. In the poster,
the medal has been replaced with a potato. The caption
reads: “Congratulations on your medal, traitor.”On Tues-
day at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey — the same venue
as that Club World Cup final — Faghani took charge of
France vs Senegal. He denied Kylian Mbappé a penalty
after consulting the pitchside monitor, awarded a goal-
kick, and France won 3-1. Routine, for a referee officiat-
ing his fourth consecutive World Cup, a record no one
else holds.Nothing else about his presence here is rou-
tine.

Faghani was born in Kashmar, Iran, the son of a
referee. He had a short-lived playing career before pick-
ing up the whistle himself in 1994. He became a FIFA
referee in 2008 and built a career that took him to four

AFC Asian Cups, the 2016 Olympic final, the 2018 World
Cup, the 2022 World Cup. In 2019, he moved to Brisbane
with his family.“When I spoke with some friends living in
Australia, I felt that living there would suit my family situa-
tion better,” he told SBS Persian. “There is a system in
place here. Personal views don’t influence the system.”He
did not elaborate on what he meant by personal views.
But in 2022, the Islamic Republic of Iran Football Federa-
tion removed him from their international referees list.
The delisting, according to IranWire and multiple reports,
came in retaliation for his support of the Mahsa Amini
protests. He began representing Australia as an interna-
tional referee in 2023. The switch was bureaucratic. The
reasons were not.Then came the Club World Cup final.
Trump descended to the pitch for the presentation cer-
emony. Faghani shook his hand. They posed together,
thumbs up, smiling. “A final is never just another match.
Grateful for the opportunity to be part of football history
once again,” he wrote on Instagram.Iranian state televi-
sion commentators did not use his name during the broad-
cast, and the presentation ceremony was cut short on
Iranian state television, the Sydney Morning Herald re-
ported. Qom erected the poster.IranWire noted the para-
dox this week: “Few Iranians worldwide view Faghani as
an ‘Australian’ referee at the 2026 World Cup; to the pub-
lic, he remains entirely their own.” Iran officially disowned
him. Iran claimed him anyway.This World Cup, Iran trained
in Tijuana because US visas arrived only the day before
their first match. The federation president was denied
entry. Fans’ ticket allocations were revoked. Iran crossed
the border for each game and returned to Mexico the
same night.

The goalkeeper who wept for his mother.
Now Washington is trying to get her there

On Monday night in Atlanta, Vozinha produced seven
saves to hold Spain to a goalless draw in Cape Verde’s
first ever World Cup match. At full time he wept. His mother
had not been there.Ana Candida Evora had been un-
able to travel from Sao Vicente because she could not
afford the bond payment the Trump administration re-
quires from Cape Verdean citizens before a US visa is
considered – up to $15,000 under rules introduced in
January.Washington dropped the bond requirement for
World Cup ticket holders last month, but by then, Vozinha
told reporters, it was already too late. “The money for the
visa, we didn’t manage on time, and I would like her to be
here,” he said.By Tuesday morning, three things had
happened simultaneously.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries wrote to
Secretary of State Marco Rubio asking him to personally
ensure Vozinha’s mother could attend Cape Verde’s next
match – against Uruguay in Miami on Sunday. “No mother
should miss the chance to see her child make history,”
Jeffries wrote on X, according to The Hill.A crowdfunding
campaign titled “Help Our Goalkeeper Vozinha Bring His
Mother to the USA” surpassed its target by Tuesday
evening, Newsweek reported.And the State Department
said it had no record of a visa application being filed for

Evora, and confirmed it was actively reaching out to the
family to assist. All relatives of players, it noted, are eli-
gible for visa bond waivers – a provision that had appar-
ently not reached her in time for Monday’s match.There is
a further complication: according to CNN, Evora does not
currently hold an active passport and is in the process of
obtaining one. Cape Verde play Uruguay in Miami on
Sunday.It was reported that Vozinha’s Instagram follow-
ing rose from 40,000 to nearly six million within hours of
full time. The goalkeeper had not been expecting to play
at all – he had nearly retired before teammates persuaded
him to stay on for the World Cup. He turned 40 a week
before the tournament began.

Shubman Gill emerges as ODI leader in
Kohli’s absence and Rohit’s subdued form

 A series that was promoted as a test of the old guard
has quickly become a stage for asserting the incumbent
captain’s hold over the role.Shubman Gill was handed
the reins of the ODI team last October, to go with his Test
captaincy, and there are ample indications that the se-
lectors and the team management lean towards having
one skipper across the three formats. But with Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma still around in the 50-over game, they
still cast a long shadow over the team they have built
over a long period of time.

But with Kohli missing the Afghanistan series due to
injury and Rohit not managing a substantial knock in the
first two games, the stage was set for Gill to show – with
the bat – that he is the man to lead from the front. After
shepherding a chase of 195 in 25 overs in Dharamsala,
that could have got tricky, staying till the end as Kohli
used to, the captain took control of proceedings, after
India were sent in at Lucknow with a century that oozed
calm, class and control from the first ball he faced.That
the latter innings came at No.3 – after giving up his cus-
tomary opening slot to Yashasvi Jaiswal for the game –
would only buttress his captaincy credentials and paint a
picture of a captain who thinks of the bigger picture and
not just about his own fortunes. When Jaiswal failed to
make the opportunity count, Gill ensured there was no
cause for alarm.The innings, and the shots that comprised
it, wouldn’t have looked out of place in a Test match.
There was no frenetic hitting even as Gill and Rohit en-
sured a run rate of around eight runs an over in the
Powerplay. Some of the cover drives he unleashed from
the start of his innings had connoisseurs drooling. His
mastery on the offside meant he was only seeing gaps,

relying on timing and placement instead of brute strength.
The current captain and his predecessor in a big partner-
ship would have been a narrative for the broadcasters to
bite into, but Rashid Khan didn’t play ball, breaching Rohit’s
defence when he was two short of a half-century.

That left the stage open for Gill, and as he approached
three figures, the onus was largely on Ishan Kishan to
play the big shots – an ode to the time when the rest of the
batting order used to play around Kohli as he came close
to a milestone. The pattern ensured that Ishan entered
the 90s before the captain reached three figures – off 77
balls with almost 18 overs left in the innings. Kishan got to
his hundred soon after – in 71 deliveries.India will face
tougher opposition than Afghanistan as they build towards
the 2027 ODI World Cup – and other teams will not be so
shoddy in the field and toothless in attack under an unfor-
giving sun – but the two matches have been useful in
conveying who is in charge, as the phase of ‘transition’
becomes operational.

‘I swear he doesn’t care’: Messi’s long-time
team-mate on records being broken

With his opening match hat-trick against Algeria in
Argentina’s Group J encounter at Kansas City Stadium
on Wednesday, World Cup winner Lionel Messi not only
levelled with German Miroslav Klose for most goals in
FIFA World Cup history with 16 goals but also became
the oldest player to score a World Cup hat-trick. The 38-
year-old Argentine star’s hat-trick came exactly 20 years
after his FIFA World Cup debut when he came on as a
substitute in a group match against Serbia and
Montenegro in the 2006 World Cup in Germany. Messi’s
team-mate Rodrigo De Paul, who also assisted Messi in
his first goal of the match, shared how Messi does not
care for records and how Messi is enjoying his football
without the pressure at present.

“I swear he doesn’t care. Sometimes we’ll be in a
room drinking mate and we’ll tell him ‘hey man, you’re
just one away or two away’ or whatever. And I swear he
has no idea. I don’t know how that works. He’s an animal.
What makes me the happiest is that I feel like he’s enjoy-
ing it. That he doesn’t feel the weight of the pressure that
he felt for so long. Everyone knows his mentality. He
doesn’t let himself enjoy things much because he’s al-

ways focused on helping us and the team. But I see him
good now, I see him happy. That’s contagious among the
group,” Rodrigo De Paul said after the match.Messi, the
eight-time Ballon d’Or winner and 2022 World Cup win-
ner, started his 200th international match on Wednes-
day. The 38-year- old became only the third male player
in the world after Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo (228
matches) and Kuwait’s Bader Al-Mutawa (200 matches)
to play in 200 or more international matches. Messi’s hat-
trick also meant that the Argentine is now simultaneously
the oldest and youngest player to score for Argentina in
the World Cup. The Argentine had scored a goal against
Serbia and Montenegro in the 2006 World Cup at the
age of 18 years and 358 days.De Paul shared how the
Argentine team has the advantage of having Messi in
their ranks and how Messi prioritizes the team. “It’s an
advantage to have Leo because of how he handles the
group and pushes it forward. Because of who he is. He
doesn’t care about individual records, he prioritizes the
group and for us, it’s incredible. We are here to compete,
to keep training and the goal is always to arrive on the
first day and leave on the last. Anything can happen but
we always have to respect our idiosyncrasy and the val-
ues we hold.” De Paul added.Wednesday was also the
first time that Argentina has won their opening match at a
FIFA World Cup as defending champions after having
suffered defeats in their opening match in 1982 and 1990
World Cups. Messi’s opening goal in the match against
Algeria also made him the second player after Cristiano
Ronaldo to score in five World Cups and Wednesday’s
match also meant that Messi became the first player to
play in six World Cups. Argentine head coach Lionel
Scaloni too was all praise for Messi post the match. “There
are no words; anything I say would be superfluous. It’s
what he’s been doing for 20 years,

 ‘Not yet. I think…’ England coach
Thomas Tuchel on singing national anthem
With England facing Croatia in their Group L opener

at Dallas on Wednesday, it all also be the first time that
coach Thomas Tuchel will be in the helm of affairs for the
England team in a FIFA World Cup. The 52-year-old Ger-
man, who was appointed the head coach of England in
2024, is only the third foreign coach for England in their
football history with Sven Goran Eriksson and Fabio
Capello being the first two. As England chase the World
Cup trophy, a title which has eluded them since 1966,
Tuchel has shared that he is not ready to sing the na-
tional anthem ‘God save the King’ yet and it might be
possible towards the end of the tournament implying he
may sing it if England wins the title. When asked about
whether he is ready to sing the national anthem, the En-
gland coach replied in negative.

“Not yet. I think we are not there yet. At the very end
maybe. I am still a bit shy. I don’t want to offend people
and don’t want to have the focus on that now,” Tuchel told
the media ahead of the team’s opener. When asked if he
knows the words of the national anthem, Tuchel replied
in affirmative.. “It’s not so difficult,“ he added.

The German coach was appointed England’s head
coach in March last year after Gareth Southgate resigned
from the job after England’s Euro 2024 exit. Tuchel, who
has guided Paris Saint Germain and Bayern Munich to
Ligue 1 and Bundesliga titles respectively apart from
coaching Chelsea to the Champions League title in 2020-
2021, has seen England win all of their FFA World Cup
Qualifying matches with the team winning eight matches
in the qualification. Under Tuchel the England team has
won a total of 11 matches out of 14 matches with a loss
each against Japan and Senegal apart from a draw
against Uruguay. Tuchel is also one of the two England
coaches till present, who have won nine of their first ten
matches as England’s coach with the first being Glen
Hoddle. The 52-year-old, who is based in the German
city of Munich, flies to England for the preparatory camps
and has been spending his time in England since March
ahead of the World Cup preparations. Tuchel also spoke
about how he feels at home when he lands in England
and how he felt the same while training England club
side Chelsea earlier in his career. “I can’t explain it but it

felt like this from the first weeks at Chelsea. It just felt so
good to be in the country and a part of the Premier League.
Every day was a gift almost. What the league brings out
of players and what the fans expect from the players, the
coach made me feel very comfortable. I liked it from the
first day. I cannot say often enough, it’s an honour for me
to be England head coach. I feel basically at home when
I land. I would say now: ‘I fly home.’ I fly home to my home
in London. It feels like home when I land in London and
I’m in England.” Tuchel said.

Last year, Tuchel had spoken about how he has to
earn his right to sing the national anthem and how he can
earn his rights with results. “First of all, you have a very
powerful, emotional and meaningful national anthem and
I could not be more proud to be on the sideline and be in
charge of the English national team. It means everything.
But I can feel it because it is that meaningful and it is that
emotional and it is so powerful that I have to earn my right
to sing it. I feel that it is not just a given. You cannot just
sing it. I will earn the right with results, with building a
group, with doing my job properly and by creating a feel-
ing where maybe even you guys (in the media) say at
some point: ‘Now it’s time that you sing it. It feels like you
properly earn it and you’re a proper English guy now!’
Maybe I have to dive more into the culture and earn my
right from you, from the players, from the supporters, so
everyone feels like:

Messi reveals Rafa Nadal inspiration after World
Cup hat-trick, explains emotional first goal

After a blockbuster hat-trick on Argentina’s opening
night at the 2026 FIFA World Cup against Algeria, Lionel
Messi revealed that he was seeking inspiration from an
unlikely corner, a Netflix documentary series involving a
tennis giant.

Shortly after Argentina romped to a 3-0 win on the
back of his maiden World Cup hat-trick in his 200th inter-
national appearance, Messi revealed that he was inspired
by Rafael Nadal’s journey through the lens of his four-
part documentary, released on May 29 this year.Despite
suffering an injury concern in the lead-up to the World
Cup, Messi shrugged off all concerns when he blasted
his opening goal in the 17th from open play with a curling
shot that blasted into the right corner of the Algerian goal.

After tripling his tally in the 76th minute for his first
World Cup hat-trick, Messi took home a bunch of colos-
sal records, including equalling the World Cup record for
most goals (16) while surpassing Cristiano Ronaldo for
the most international hat-tricks in men’s football (11*).

The relentless pursuit for success brings the eight-
time Ballon d’Or winner closer to the legendary career of
Nadal, the Spaniard who clinched 22 Grand Slams dur-
ing his pro career that ended at 38, the same age as
Messi is today.“I’ve liked playing football since I was a
kid, and when I’m feeling good like this, I give it my all. I’m
watching the Rafa Nadal documentary; I think we’re very
similar in that sense.

When contrasting worlds of Erling Haaland
and Aymen Hussein converged

If not for football, the world could feel disjointed.
Patches of land that ought never to intersect. Like Nor-
way and Iraq.Blessed with political stability and economic
prosperity, Norway is the seventh-happiest nation in the
world, ranks second on the Human Development Index,
and seventh on GDP per capita. Iraq, shaped by decades
of war, sanctions and militant insurgencies, sits at 101,
126 and 116, respectively.Which crest a footballer wears
is the consequence of a geographical lottery. What is not,
however, is how they perform once the whistle blows.
Per the official scoreline, Norway made light work of Iraq
in a 4-1 win at the Boston Stadium. Beyond the scoreline,
though, the night belonged as much to Aymen Hussein
as it did to Erling Braut Haaland.

The sport owes nothing to anyone. A trailblazer like
Johan Cruyff never won the World Cup. Neither did Ferenc
Puskás or Paolo Maldini. George Best never played in
one. The tournament would have survived without
Haaland. But it would not have been as enthralling.Being
the highest goal-scorer for Norway at the 2022 qualifiers
proved inadequate to earn his team their first World Cup
qualification since the turn of the millennium. Having
scored 18 goals in his first 13 Premier League games for
Manchester City, Haaland could have added to the goal
tally in Qatar, had he been there. He was not. Public
relations’ nightmare, and not one to mince his words,
Haaland had acknowledged, unabashedly: “To watch
other people score & win games in the World Cup, it
triggers, motivates & irritates me.”The trigger, motivation
and irritation saw him score 16 of Norway’s 37 goals at
the 2026 qualifiers. Four seasons into his Premier League
career, he already sits among the competition’s 25 high-
est scorers. If he maintains this pace, the summit is merely
a matter of time.And yet, the jury is still out on what is
Haaland’s greatest quality. Not the flair like Lionel Messi,
certainly, and neither the vigour of a prime Cristiano
Ronaldo. On Tuesday, the Nordic cyborg put it on display
— his tenacity.

The first goal against Iraq was a tap-in. The second

was presented to him in gift wrapping. Neither of the two
goals required nimble flamboyance or immaculate preci-
sion. It required something more mundane — persistence
— to find a pocket of space between Akam Hashim and
Amir Al-Ammari for the opener, and to force goalkeeper
Jalal Hasan into committing a mistake for the second. He
has already achieved what accomplished Norwegians
like Tore Andre Flo and Ole Gunnar Solskjær could not
— becoming Gresshingstene’s leading goal-scorer. With
his brace against Iraq, he became only the second Nor-
wegian to score multiple goals at the World Cup.

When four of the five goals are scored by the victor,
the loser could be reduced to an afterthought. Here,
though, they should not. Aymen Hussein is fortunate to
be at the World Cup. Not because he scored the winning
goal against Bolivia to earn Iraq their first qualification
since 1986, nor for successfully navigating through the
US customs, albeit after being interrogated for seven hours
at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport.He is fortunate to simply be
here. Raised in the volatile district of Hawija, in a post-
Saddam Hussein era, the striker has seen devastation of
the worst kind. It did not spare him either. His father, serv-
ing in the Iraqi army, was killed by Al-Qaeda in 2008. Six
years later, his brother was kidnapped by ISIS. While his
mother sought refuge in extended family, Hussein had to
relocate to Baghdad, where his only refuge was football.
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Dacoit movie review: Adivi Sesh returns with a
raw, emotional punch that’s hard to shake off

Dacoit movie review: There is a specific kind of
Telugu film that Adivi Sesh has made his own. It is not the
loudest film in the room, nor does it rely on star power
alone. It builds slowly, plants an emotional hook early,
and then pulls on it hard when you least expect it. In
recent years, Sesh has consistently delivered films
marked by a distinct style and strong box office perfor-
mance. After a four-year gap, he is back with Dacoit, and
the wait feels mostly worth it.Hari, played by Adivi Sesh,
is not a complicated man when we first meet him in the
mid-2000s. He falls in love with Juliet, played by Mrunal
Thakur, with the kind of openness that only becomes
dangerous when the world around it refuses to cooper-
ate. Their relationship is forbidden not by circumstance
but by the deeper, older logic of caste.

That makes Juliet’s betrayal hit harder than it other-
wise would. When she turns on him and Hari ends up
convicted for a crime he never committed, it is not simply
a man losing his freedom. It is a man who trusted some-
one across every boundary the world had drawn between
them, and paid for it with years of his life. He breaks out,
and he comes back with one thing on his mind. Not sur-
vival. Not a second chance. Juliet.This is where Dacoit
really holds its ground. Adivi Sesh delivers a nuanced
performance as an actor and a very engaging script as a
writer. His commanding screen presence and the dialect
shift work brilliantly for his character. He plays Hari across
two very different emotional states and makes the shift
between them feel real. His work in the quieter first half is
particularly good because it is doing the harder job of
making you care before the chaos begins. But Mrunal
Thakur outdoes him.

Mrunal’s Juliet is the kind of female character that
Telugu cinema has not always been comfortable writing.
She is not a moral fixed point. She makes a choice that
destroys someone she loves, and the film does not im-
mediately ask you to forgive her or condemn her. It asks
you to understand her, which is a more difficult thing to

ask. She is the emotional centre of the film in a way that
sneaks up on you, and after the interval, her performance
gives the story a depth that it would struggle to carry with-
out her.Anurag Kashyap plays Inspector Swamy, the in-
vestigator tracking the escalating crime wave set in mo-
tion by Hari. Casting a filmmaker of Kashyap’s calibre
adds a welcome unpredictability to his scenes as he re-
sists playing to type. Prakash Raj also features in the
cast, bringing a dependable screen presence to every
frame he occupies.

The first half of Dacoit works because it earns its
emotion rather than demanding it. The love story between
Hari and Juliet feels grounded, the kind of relationship
that makes sense before the world intervenes. When the
world does intervene, the manipulation and the social
pressure that surrounds them, it does not feel manufac-
tured. It feels like the logical consequence of who these
people are and where they live.The second half shifts
gear but does not abandon the human core. The chase
sequences are sharp and the action is constructed with
visible craft and scale. But what keeps the film from be-
coming just another technical exercise is that director
Shaneil Deo never lets you forget what started all of this.
The momentum in the back half is driven by plot mechan-
ics, yes, but the emotional engine underneath it is still the
same story that began in the mid-2000s in Hindupuram.
That is a harder balance to strike than it appears, and
Dacoit largely manages it.

The movie is not flawless. The narrative can feel
overcrowded, juggling multiple emotions, sequences, and
plot threads that create some confusion around the
storyline. There are stretches, particularly in the second
half, where the film piles on one more twist when you
were already processing the last one. It is the kind of
overcorrection that comes from a team that has a lot to
say and is not entirely sure which things to cut.At first
glance, Dacoit does not promise anything you have not
seen before. Love, betrayal, a man stripped of everything
trying to claw it back. Writers Shaneil Deo and Adivi Sesh
know this, and they do not waste time pretending other-
wise. What they do instead is use that familiar skeleton to
carry a story with genuine weight. It uses the framework
of forbidden love and personal vengeance to examine
things that are worth examining: what caste still costs
people, what the pandemic revealed about whose lives
institutions are designed to protect, how a medical sys-
tem can punish people simply for being poor, and what it
looks like when the legal system fails someone completely
and without accountability.

By the end, Dacoit leaves you with a love story told
in a grand and commercial way, supported by strong
storytelling and excellent technical quality. Adivi Sesh
has built his career on choosing stories with something
to say, and Dacoit fits that pattern

‘It disturbed my performance’: Aamir Khan
reveals why seeing son Junaid’s version of Laal

Singh Chaddha made him doubt himself

Aamir Khan has often spoken about the disappoint-
ing box office performance of his 2022 film Laal Singh
Chaddha, a remake of Tom Hanks-starrer Forrest Gump.
The film, which was particularly close to his heart, failed
to connect with audiences, leaving the actor deeply af-
fected. He later took a break from films before returning
with Sitaare Zameen Par in 2025.Now, in a recent con-
versation with JioHotstar, Aamir revealed that he initially
wanted his son Junaid Khan to play the titular role.Aamir
recalled that when Junaid returned to India after com-
pleting his acting training in Los Angeles, he was curious
to see how his son had evolved as an actor. Aamir de-
cided to test him as a filmmaker, so he could evaluate his
talent.Recalling the early stages of the film, Aamir said, “I
loved the script of Forrest Gump, we were very excited
about it. At that time, Junaid had just completed his acting
course in LA. He came back quite experienced and I
thought, let me see what he has learned.”

He asked director Advait Chandan to film select
scenes with Junaid, not only to assess his son, but also to
gauge the director’s ability to handle a project of that
scale.“So I told Advait, take 7–8 scenes of Laal Singh
and give it to Junaid. I want to see what he has learnt, but
the test really is for you because I want to see whether
you can helm a film like this because before that, he made
Secret Superstar and this was a different scale altogether.
So I said, I want to see how you direct this film. You don’t
direct me, you direct Junaid. I want to see how you do
that.”

“He shot about 20 minutes of film, two–three difficult
scenes that we picked. When I saw it for the first time, I
was shocked, Junaid was so good.” Even then, Aamir
questioned whether his reaction was because of per-
sonal bias. He turned to those closest to him for an hon-
est opinion. “I asked Kiran, is it father’s love coming out?
Kiran said no, he is good.”He then screened the footage
for family and industry insiders. “I showed it to my family,
Mansoor. He said, Aamir, you should take Junaid, you
should not do this film. He is Laal. Then I showed it to
other people in the industry as I wanted to be sure and

almost everyone said he is really good, he is really fitting
the part. He should do the part.”By then, Aamir was con-
vinced. “At that point, I was very certain that we should
take Junaid as Laal Singh Chaddha because he was
doing really well.”Junaid’s performace affected Aamir’s
performanceWhat made the situation more complex,
Aamir admitted, was how deeply Junaid’s performance
affected him as an actor. “To be quite honest, as an actor,
once I saw him doing it, I found Laal. So then I was like, if
he is Laal, how am I to play Laal?”Even after ultimately
taking on the role himself, Aamir says Junaid’s version
lingered in his mind. “And the honest truth is, when I fi-
nally did the film, I used to keep referring to Junaid, how
he would have done it, and I think that also somehow
disturbed my performance as I had seen his performance.
If I had not seen it, it would not have mattered with me.”“I
saw the magic. As a father, on merit I wanted to cast him.
On merit, I was not casting myself but him,” he said.

Why the decision changedDespite his conviction,
the final call didn’t go his way. Aamir revealed that con-
cerns from the studio played a crucial role in the decision
to retain him as the lead.“Ultimately, for various reasons,
we didn’t go with Junaid. One of the main reasons was
because the head of the studio in LA, Jim, was a little
unsure. I think he might have felt I am trying to push my
son. He said we have signed this deal with you as the
lead and we would like that to remain that way.“The kind
of person I am, I don’t like to force my decision, especially
where my relations are involved. So I respected his deci-
sion,” he said.What Aamir had said earlierAhead of the
film’s release, Aamir Khan, in a conversation with TV9,
had said the character required a certain innocence that
Junaid naturally had. However, he had given a different
reason for not casting him.He said, “Aditya Chopra and
Atul Kulkarni, the writer of the movie had objected. They
wanted me to play the character. According to them, the
story of Forrest Gump isn’t that solid. It’s an episodic movie
which requires a star. A new actor can’t pull this off. I
finally bought their reasoning. Sometimes you may be
really good but the time is not right.”About Laal Singh
ChaddhaLaal Singh Chaddha, written by Atul Kulkarni,
also featured Kareena Kapoor, Mona Singh, Manav Vij,
and Naga Chaitanya in key roles. Produced by Aamir
Khan Productions, Paramount Pictures, and Viacom18
Studios, the film earned around Rs 130 crore worldwide
against a budget of Rs 200 crore.

Sandeep Reddy Vanga slams those calling
Dhurandhar 2 propaganda, warns Aditya Dhar

and Ranveer Singh against ‘kaala drishti’

Earlier in the day, it was reported that filmmaker
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, currently busy shooting his next,
Spirit, with Prabhas, took time out to watch Aditya Dhar’s
recent blockbuster Dhurandhar 2. Images of the two
watching the film in a theatre in Hyderabad quickly went
viral. Now, Vanga has once again grabbed attention af-
ter taking to X to share his thoughts on Dhurandhar The
Revenge, the discourse surrounding the movie since its
release last month, and a word of caution for both Dhar
and Ranveer Singh.‘When truth started getting labelled
as propaganda’

Vanga began his note by slamming those who claim
that Dhurandhar 2 is propaganda. He wrote, “Writers &
actors built careers on propaganda, and the industry
stayed quiet like cats. Now the same clan mock
Dhurandhar. You don’t get to call yourself liberal if your
first instinct is to Mock. Don’t know when truth started
getting labelled as propaganda…… strange times.”He
then warned Aditya Dhar and Ranveer Singh against the
“evil eye,” writing, “COMING TO THE POINT…..I want to

tell @AdityaDharFilms & @RanveerOfficial yeh kaala
drishti aise nahi jaayega… Muthi bhar ke laal mirch se
kaam nahi chalega…. poora khet jalana padega (This
evil eye cannot be removed easily. A handful of red chil-
lies won’t be sufficient, you’ll have to burn down a crop).
Watched #Dhurandhar2?TheRevenge last night…. Out-
standing film.”    Writers & actors built careers on propa-
ganda, and the industry stayed quiet like cats. Now the
same clan mock Dhurandhar. You don’t get to call your-
self liberal if your first instinct is to Mock.

Aditya Dhar was quick to respond to Sandeep Reddy
Vanga’s praise. Replying on X, he wrote, “Mere Pyaare
Sandeep, (My dearest Sandeep) I genuinely love the way
you stand your ground and give it back when it matters.
There’s a real honesty and belief in that and it’s some-
thing I truly respect. I’ve always looked up to how you
back your cinema without any doubt or noise. That kind
of conviction reminds all of us to trust our voice and just
go for it.”In the same tweet, he further wished Vanga the
best for Spirit, adding, “Give my love to the Legend
Prabhas sir! Big love and all the best for Spirit. Really
looking forward to it. And if there’s ever anything I can do,
I’d genuinely love to help a brother. Thanks again,”   I
genuinely love the way you stand your ground and give it
back when it matters. There’s a real honesty and belief in
that and it’s something I truly respect.This is not the first
time Sandeep Reddy Vanga has praised the franchise.
Last year, he had also watched the prequel and shared
his review on X, lauding Dhurandhar for having a “mas-
culine spine.” He wrote, “Dhurandhar is built like a man
who doesn’t talk much & carries a masculine spine.
Dhurandhar – The title fits because the film moves with
dominance & fierce. The depiction is very clear with zero
chaos.”For those unaware, Ranveer Singh’s wife Deepika
Padukone was initially set to star in Spirit. However, she
was later replaced by Triptii Dimri after reportedly de-
manding an eight-hour work shift, among other condi-
tions.

‘I won’t even pay Rs 50 to watch you’:
Aayush Sharma says father refused to spend Rs 10

cr to launch him, said he was a ‘lame horse’

Actor Aayush Sharma has opened up about his early
days in Mumbai, recalling how his decision to become
an actor led to a sharp reaction from his father. He also
talked about the moment when he later asked his father
for Rs 10 crore to launch him in Bollywood, only to be met
with a blunt response.In a conversation with Cyrus
Broacha, Aayush recalled his early days in Mumbai, re-
vealing how he initially kept his acting ambitions a secret
from his family.

Aayush moved to Mumbai under the pretext of study-
ing. He enrolled in Jai Hind College for a BMS course,
rented an apartment in Bandra, had a house help, and
even convinced his father to buy him a car.At the same
time, he had already begun exploring acting, enrolling in
a workshop. When his college attendance dropped dras-
tically his father was called from Himachal Pradesh.“My
father was called by the college and told that your son’s
attendance is 9 percent. My dad came to Mumbai—he
was quite ashamed. My mom was also upset and said,
‘What have we not given you— we gave you a house, a
car, and you’ve brought us shame. We told the entire
family that our child is going to Mumbai and will make
something of himself.’”That confrontation became the
moment Aayush finally revealed his dream.“I told my dad

that I want to be an actor. I showed him my photoshoot
and my CD of my performances. It was a very important
moment of my life.”What followed was a harsh reality
check.

“My father said, “Neither are you tall, nor do you
have a physique, nor do you have a voice, nor are you
good-looking. You have no personality whatsoever. When
you walk on the road, nobody looks at you. Has anyone
ever told you that you can become an actor?”“‘You are
nothing close to Bachchan sahab, you are nothing close
to Dharmendra ji. You are not going to be a hero at all. I
am not going to pay even Rs 50 to watch you on
screen.’”His father also made his stance clear.“He said, ‘I
have given you money, I have given you too much sup-
port. You pack your bags, come to Himachal and do
business.’”“So dad said, I am not going to pay you. Fig-
ure it out yourself—and the money stopped.”‘I had Rs 20
left’Things shifted when his father cut off his financial sup-
port. Aayush was left with a house (with rent paid), a car,
and limited savings.“Things came down to a point where
I had Rs 20 left.”It was during this phase that a friend
stepped in to help. “My friend called me to say he had got
a job of Rs 50,000 per month. When he found out about
my situation, the next morning my account was credited
with Rs 50,000.”The Rs 10 crore pitch and a brutal
replyAayush also shared how he later approached his
father with an ambitious plan, to launch himself as an
actor.“I went back to Himachal and said, ‘Dad, I want Rs
10 crore to launch myself.’ That’s the number somebody
gave me.”His father’s response was just as blunt as
before.“He said, ‘Beta, tune dekha hai kabhi langde ghode
pe paisa lagate ho? Main to chalo 10 crore beta samajh
ke de bhi dunga, but tere ko dekhne kaun aayega?’ (Have
you ever seen anyone bet money on a lame horse? I
might still give you Rs 10 crore thinking of you as my son,
but who will come to watch you?)”Grandfather stepped
inEventually, it was Aayush’s grandfather who convinced
his father to give him another chance.“Luckily, my grand-
father told my dad that he is the first one in the family who
is trying to do something on his own.

Aayush Sharma recalls living in a
Bandra apartment with Xbox, house
help while ‘struggling’ in Bollywood:

‘Paid Rs 1.5 lakh for acting workshop’
Actor Aayush Sharma has spoken candidly about

his journey to Bollywood, which is quite different from the
usual “outsider struggle” narrative. Before making his
debut with Loveyatri (2018), produced by Salman Khan
Films, Aayush admits he entered Mumbai with comfort,
not hardship. The actor, who is married to Arpita Khan,
comes from a politically influential family. He is the son of
BJP leader Anil Sharma, an MLA from Mandi, and the
grandson of former Union Minister Sukh Ram.In a con-
versation with Cyrus Broacha, Aayush spoke about arriv-
ing in Mumbai with a dream to become an actor but with
no understanding of what it takes to become one. Ayush
says financial backing was never his immediate chal-
lenge.

‘I didn’t struggle, I can’t even glorify it’Aayush said
his move to Mumbai was to become a hero. He enrolled
at Jai Hind College and shifted to the city. But unlike the
typical outsider narrative, his early days were far from
difficult.“I came to Mumbai for the first simple thing, hero
banna hai. It was just one craving in the heart. I used to
live in Bandra, I didn’t struggle. Sad part about my life is I
can’t even glorify my struggles.”

He described a lifestyle that many would associate

with success, not struggle.
“The first thing was where to stay. I didn’t want to

stay in town as I love non-veg. The first battle was where
I have to reside. So I convinced my dad that I wanted to
stay in a solo place so that I could study well. I got Super-
star Apartments, Perry Cross Road. I had an Xbox, a
house help—life was good.”Even his attempt to experi-
ence Mumbai’s local trains lasted just a day.“I experi-
enced the Mumbai train for one day. I was pushed into
the train and very soon I was about to be pushed out. So
I was like, ‘ye nahi ho payega.’”Instead, he turned to a
more comfortable alternative.“Then I wanted to get a car
for myself. After a lot of convincing, I managed to get a
Maruti Ritz. I still have the car.”Aayush shared how con-
venience shaped even his college routine.“The first time
I took the car, I parked it away from college as there was
no parking nearby, and then took a cab to college. So I
used to pay for parking and then take a cab and pay
again.”Despite the comfort, Aayush admits he had no
roadmap to becoming an actor. “I wanted to be an actor
but had no clue how to do it. I didn’t know anything.”He
enrolled in an acting workshop after spotting an adver-
tisement promising a “60 percent success rate

Lady Gaga, Doechii
release new track ‘Runway’
Los Angeles: Singers Lady Gaga and Doechii have

released a new single, “Runway”, which will feature in
“The Devil Wears Prada 2”.Gaga and Doechii shared the
news with a collaborative post on their respective
Instagram handles on Friday. It featured the poster with
the title of the track.“Runway w/ @doechii @ladygaga
Out Now | ‘The Devil Wears Prada 2’,” read the
caption.The track is co-produced by Andrew Watt along-
side Bruno Mars, Cirkut, and Dernst “D’Mile” Emile II.
Watt also co-wrote the song with Gaga, Mars, Doechii,
Cirkut, D’Mile, and Jayda Love.


